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THE CONFESSIONS OF 
FAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU 


BOOK VIII 



I : lAVE been obliged to pause at the end of the preceding book. 
With the present book commences^ in its first origin, the long 
cl ain of my misfortunes. 

Having lived in two of the most brilliant houses in Paris, I had 
n :ide some acquaintances, in spite of my want of tact ; amongst 
D1 hers, at Madame Dupin’s, the young hereditary prince of Saxe- 
3 :)tha and Baron de Thun, his tutor ; at M. de Poplini^re^s, 
\L Seguy, a friend of Baron de Thun, who was known in the 

i ;erary world by his beautiful edition of Rousseau.^ The Baron 

ii vited M. Seguy and myself to spend a day or two at Fontenay- 
3 ms-Bois, where the Prince had a country house. We accepted 
t le invitation. While passing Vincennes, I felt so distressed 
al: the sight of the donjon, that the Baron perceived the effects of 
r ly emotion on my countenance. At supper the Prince spoke of 
I )iderot’s confinement. The Baron, in order to make me speak, 

ccused the prisoner of imprudence, which I myself displayed by 
he impetuosity with which I defended him. This excess of zeal 
ras excused in a man who was inspired by attachment to an 
infortunate friend, and the conversation took another turn. 
Two Germans, belonging to the Prince’s suite, were present : M. 
Cliipfel, a man of great ability, his chaplain, who afterwards 
supplanted the Baron, and became his tutor ; and a young man 
lamed Grimm, who held the post of reader until he could find 
pome other place, and whose modest equipment showed how 
prgent was his need for finding something of the kind. From 
that same evening, Kliipfel and myself formed an acquaintance 
which soon ripened into friendship. My acquaintance with M. 
Grimm did not advance so rapidly ; he kept himself in the back- 



ground^ and gave no signs of the boastfulness which he after- 
wards displayed when he became prosperous. At dinner the 
next day the conversation turned upon music ; he spoke well 
upon the subject. I was delighted when I heard that he was 
able to accompany on the piano. After dinner, some music 
was sent for, and we amused ourselves for the rest of the day 
on the Prince’s piano. In this manner began that friendship, 
at first so pleasant to me, and in the end so fatal, of which> 
from this time forth, I shall have so much to say. 

On my return to Paris, I received the agreeable news that 
Diderot had been released from the donjon, and confined to the 
chateau and park of Vincennes on parole, with permission to 
see his friends. How painful it was to me not to be able to run 
to him on the spot ! But I was detained for two or three days 
at Madame Dupin’s by duties which I could not neglect, and, 
after what seemed three or four centuries of impatience, I flew 
into my friend’s arms. 0 indescribable moment ! He was not 
alone ; D’Alembert and the treasurer of the Sainte-Chapelle were 
with him. When I entered, I saw no one except him. I made 
a single bound, I uttered a single cry ; I pressed my face to his ; 
I embraced him closely without an utterance, except that of my 
tears and sighs ; I was choked with tenderness and joy. The 
first thing he did, after leaving my arms, was to turn towards 
the ecclesiastic and say to him : “ You see, sir, how my friends 
love me ! ” Completely overcome by my emotion, I did not at 
that time think of this manner of turning it to advantage ; but, 
when occasionally reflecting upon it afterwards, I have always 
thought that this would not have been the first idea that would 
have occurred to me had I been in Diderot’s place. 

I found him greatly affected by his imprisonment. The 
donjon had made a terrible impression upon him, and, although 
he was comfortable at the castle and allowed to walk where he 
pleased in a park that was not even surrounded by walls, he 
needed the society of his friends, to avoid giving way to melan- 
choly. As I w^as certainly the one who had most sympathy with 
his sufferings, I believed that I should also be the one whose 
presence would be most consoling to him, and, in spite of very 
pressing engagements, I went at least every other day, alone or 
with his wife, to spend the afternoon with him. 

The summer of 1749 was excessively hot. Vincennes is 
reckoned to be two leagues distant from Paris. Being unable to 
afford a conveyance, I set out at two o’clock in the afternoon 
on foot, when I was alone, and walked fast, in order to get there 



ler. me trees uii uie ruau — iiiways luppea airer tne lasmon 
le country — ^hardly afforded any shade^ and often^ exhausted 
leat and fatigue, I threw myself on the ground, being unable 
alk any further. In order to moderate my pace, I bethought 
elf of taking a book with me. One day I took the Mercure 
"ranee, and, while reading as I walked, I came upon the 
ect proposed by the Academy of Dijon as a prize essay for 
following year : “ Has the progress of the arts and sciences . 
;ributed more to the corruption or purification of morals ? ” ' 
I'om the moment I read these words, I beheld another world 
became another man. Although I have a lively recollection 
le impression which they produced upon me, the details have 
ped me since I committed them to paper in one of my four 
jrs to M. de Malesherbes. This is one of the peculiarities of 
memory which deserves to be mentioned. It only serves me 
>ng as I am dependent upon it. As soon as I commit its con- 
|s to paper it forsakes me, and when I have once written 
ling down, I completely forget it. This peculiarity follows 
!ven into music. Before I learned it, I knew a number of 
s by heart. As soon as I was able to sing from notes, I 
fd not retain a single one in my memory, and I doubt whether 
lould now be able to repeat, from beginning to end, a single 
jof those which were my greatest favourites. 

'hat I distinctly remember on this occasion is, that on my 
/al at Vincennes I was in a state of agitation bordering upon 
ness. Diderot perceived it. I told him the reason, and 
I to him the Prosopopoea of Fabricius,^ written in pencil, 
er an oak-tree. He encouraged me to allow my ideas to 
^ full play, and to compete for the prize. I did so, and from 
^ moment T was lost. The misfortunes of the remainder of 
jlife were the inevitable result of this moment of madhess. 

[ ith inconceivable rapidity, my feelings became elevated to 
tone of my ideas. All my petty passions were stifled by , 
mthusiasm of truth, liberty and virtue ; and the most as- 
Shing thing is, that this fervour continued in my heart for 
b than four or five years, in a higher degree, perhaps, than 
bver been the case with the heart of any other man. 

[worked at this Essay in a very curious manner, which I 
! adopted in almost all my other works. I devoted to it the 
s of the night when I was unable to sleep. I meditated in 
with my eyes shut, and turned and re-turned my periods in 

^rosopopie de Fabricius : a soliloquy of the famous Roman general, 
iuced by Rousseau in his essay. 


satisfied with them^ I stored them up in my memory until I was 
able to commit them to paper ; but the time spent in getting up 
and dressing myself made me forget everything, and when I 
sat down in front of my paper I could recall scarcely anything 
of what I had composed. I conceived the idea of making 
Madame le Vasseur my secretary. I had taken lodgings for her, 
her husband and her daughter, nearer to my own ; and she, in 
order to save me the expense of a servant, came every morning 
to light my fire and attend to my little wants. When she came, 
I dictated to her from my bed the result of my labours of the 
preceding night ; and this plan, to which I have long adhered, 
has saved me from forgetting much. 

When the Essay was finished I showed it to Diderot, who 
was pleased with it, and suggested a few corrections. This pro- 
duction, however, although full of warmth and vigour, is alto- 
gether destitute of logic and arrangement. Of all the works 
that have proceeded from my pen, it is the weakest in argument 
and the poorest in harmony and proportion ; but, however great 
a man’s natural talents may be, the art of writing cannot be 
learnt all at once. 

I sent off the work without mentioning it to anyone, with 
the exeeption, I fancy, of Grimm, with whom I began to be on 
most intimate terms after he went to live with the Comte de 
Fri^se. He had a piano, whieh formed our meeting-place, and 
at which I spent in his company all my spare moments, singing 
Italian airs and barcarolles, without break or intermission from 
morning till evening, or, rather, from evening till morning ; and 
whenever I was not to be found at Madame Dupin’s I was sure 
to be found at Grimm’s, or, at least, in his company, either on 
the promenade or at the theatre. I gave up going to the 
Comedie Italienne, where I had a free pass, but which he did 
not care for, and paid to go to the Comedie Fran9aise, of which 
he was passionately fond. At length I became so powerfully 
attracted to this young man, and so inseparable from him, that 
even poor “ aunt ” was neglected — that is to say, I saw less of 
her, for my attachment to her has never once wavered during 
the whole course of my life 

This impossibility of dividing the little spare time I had 
in accordance with my inclinations, renewed raore strongly than 
ever the desire, which I had long since entertained, of having 
only one establishment for Therese and myself ; but the obstacle 
presented by her numerous family and, above all, want of money 



uy lurniiure, naa iiuiieriio preveiuea me. i ne opporiumiy 
laking an effort to provide a home presented itself, and I 
d it. M, de Francueil and Madame Dupin, feeling that 800 
00 francs a year could not be sufficient for me, of their own 
rd raised my salary to fifty louis ; and, in addition, Madame 
in, when she heard that I wanted to furnish my own rooms, 
^ me some assistance. With the furniture which Ther^se 
idy had, we put all together, and, having rented some small 
is in the Hotel de Languedoc, in the Rue de Grenelle-Saint- 
ore, kept by very respectable people, we settled there as 
fortably as we could, and we lived there quietly and agree- 
for seven years, until I removed to the Hermitage. 


Tlier^se’s father was a good old man, of a very peaceful 


disposition and terribly afraid of his wife, upon whom he had 
bestowed the name of “ Criminal Lieutenant,” ^ which Grimm 
afte "wards jestingly transferred to the daughter. Madame le 
Vas leur was not lacking in intelligence, that is to say, in address; 
she even prided herself on her politeness and distinguished 
mar ners ; but she had a confidential wheedling tone, which was 
unendurable to me. She gave her daughter bad advice, tried 
to r rake her dissemble with me, and cajoled my friends, separ- 
ate! 7 y at the expense of one another, and at my own ; in other 
respects, she was a fairly good mother, because she found it 


worth her while to be, and she concealed her daughter’s faults, 


because she profited by them. This woman, whom I loaded 


witli care, attention, and little presents, and whose affection I 


was exceedingly anxious to gain, by reason of my utter inability 
to s icceed, was the only cause of trouble in my little establish- 
mer t ; for the rest, I can say that, during these six or seven years, 
I enjoyed the most perfect domestic happiness that human 
wea cness can permit. My Therese’s heart was that of an angel ; 
inti] eacy increased our attachment, and we daily felt more and 
mor ;; how perfectly we were made for each other. If our plea- 
sure 3 could be described, their simplicity would appear ridiculous; 
our walks, tHe-a-tete^ outside the city, where I spent my eight or 
ten sous magnificently in some beer-house ; our little suppers 
at ttie open window, at which we sat opposite each other on 
two low chairs placed upon a trunk which filled up the breadth 
of t \e window-niche. In this position, the window served us as 
a ta .fie, we breathed the fresh air, we could see the surrounding 
country and the passers-by, and, although we were on the 

1 . '.Aeidenant Criminel : a former magistrate of the ChStel (the name of 
two ;)ld courts, civil and criminal) of Paris. 


Who could describe, who could feel the charm of these meals, 
at which the dishes consisted of nothing more than a quartern 
loaf of coarse bread, a few cherries, a morsel of cheese, and hall 
a pint of wine, which we shared between us ? Friendship, 
confidence, intimacy, tranquillity of mind, how delicious are your 
seasonings ! Sometimes we remained there till midnight, 
without thinking of it or suspecting how late it was, until the 
old lady informed us. ^ But let us leave these details, which must 
appear insipid or ridiculous. I have always felt and declared, 
^ that it is impossible to describe true enjoyment. 

At the same time I indulged in a somewhat coarser enjoyment, 
the last of the kind with which I have to reproach myself. I 
have mentioned that Kliipfel, the minister, was of an amiable 
disposition ; my relations with him were nearly as intimate as 
with Grimm, and became equally confidential. They sometimes 
shared my table. These meals, somewhat more than simple, 
were enlivened by the witty and broad jokes of Kliipfel and the 
hurnorous Germanisms of Grimm, who had not yet become a 
purist. 

Sensuality did not preside at our little orgies ; its place was 
supplied by gaiety, and we were so well satisfied with each other 
that we were unable to separate. Kliipfel had furnished a room 
for a little girl, who, notwithstanding, was at everybody’s dis- 
posal, since he was unable to keep her by himself. One evening, 
as we were entering the cafe^ we met liim coming out to go and 
sup with her. We rallied him ; he revenged himself gallantly by 
taking us to share the supper, and then rallied us in turn. The 
poor creature appeared to me to be of a fairly good disposition, 
very gentle, and little adapted for her profession, for which an 
old hag, whom she had with her, dressed her as well as she 
was able. The conversation and the wine enlivened us to such 
a degree that we forgot ourselves. The worthy Kliipfel did not 
desire to do the honours of his table by halves, and all three of 
us, in turn, went into the adjoining room with the little one, 
who did not know whether she ought to laugh or cry. Grimm 
has always declared that he never touched her, and that he 
remained so long with her simply in order to amuse himself at 
our impatience. If he really did not touch her, it is not likely 
that he was prevented by any scruples, since, before going to 
live with the Comte de Fri^se, he lived with some girl in the 
same quarter of Saint-Roch. 

I left the Rue des Moineaux, where this girl lived, feeling 


.snamea as samt-rreux, wnen ne leit tne nouse wnere ne 
been made drunk^ and I had a vivid remembrance of my 
L story when writing his. Ther^se perceived, from certain 
cations, and, above all, from my confused air, that I had 
lething to reproach myself with ; I relieved my conscience of 
burden by making a prompt and frank confession. In this 
i well ; for, the next morning, Grimm came in triumph to 
to give her an exaggerated account of my offence, and since 
time he has never failed spitefully to remind her of it. This 
the more inexcusable in him, since I had freely and volun- 
y taken him into my confidence and had the right to expect 
him that he would not give me cause to repent it. I never 
so much as on this occasion the goodness of my Ther^se’s 
t, for she was more indignant at Grimm’s conduct than 
ided at my unfaithfulness, and I only had to submit to 
er and touching reproaches on her part, in which I did not 
ct the slightest trace of anger. 

lis excellent girl’s good-heartedness was equalled by her 
licity of mind. Nothing more need be said ; however, I 
be permitted to mention an example of it, which I recollect, 
d told her that Kliipfel was preacher and chaplain to the 
ce of Saxe-Gotha. In her estimation a preacher was so 
lordinary a person that, oddly confounding two most 
milar ideas, she got it into her head to take Kliipfel for 
Pope. I thought she was mad when she told me, for the 
time, on my return home, that the Pope had called to see 
I made her explain herself, and made all haste to go and 
:he story to Grimm and Klupfel, whom we ever afterwards 
d Pope, and gave the name of Pope Joan to the girl in the 
des Moineaux. Our laughter was inextinguishable, and 
ist choked us. Those who have made me say, in a letter which 
have been pleased to attribute to me, that I have only 
led twice in my life, were not acquainted with me at that 
or in my youthful days ; otherwise, this idea would 
inly never have occurred to them. 

i'50-1752.] — In the following year (1750) I heard that my 
y, of which I had not thought any more, had gained the j 
at Dijon. This news awoke again all the ideas which had ’ 
ijsted it to me, animated them with fresh vigour, and stirred , 
■ 1 my heart the first leavening of virtue and heroism, which I 
i ather, my country, and Plutarch had deposited there in my | 
iicy, I considered that nothing could be grander or finer 
i to be free and virtuous, above considerations of fortune and 
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false shame and fear of public disapproval at first prevented me 
from living in accordance with my principles^ and from openly 
insulting the maxims of my age, from that moment my mind 
was made up, and I delayed carrying out my intention no longer 
than was necessary for contradiction to irritate it and render it 
victorious. 

While philosophising upon the duties of man, an event 
occurred which made me reflect more seriously upon my own. 
Therese became pregnant for the third time. Too honest towards 
myself, too proud in my heart to desire to belie my principles 
by my actions, I began to consider the destination of my children 
and my connection with their mother, in the light of the laws of 
nature, justice, and reason, and of that religion — pure, holy and 
eternal, like its author — which men have polluted, while pre- 
tending to be anxious to purify it, and which they have converted, 
by their formulas, into a mere religion of words, seeing that it 
costs men little to prescribe what is impossible, when they 
dispense with carrying it out in practice. 

If I was wrong in my conclusions, nothing can be more 
remarkable than the calmness with which I abandoned myself 
to them. If I had been one of those low-born men, who are 
deaf to the gentle voice of Nature, in whose heart no real senti- 
ment of justice or humanity ever springs up, this hardening of 
my heart would have been quite easy to understand. But is it 
possible that my warm-heartedness, lively sensibility, readiness 
to form attachments, the powerful hold which they exercise over 
me, the cruel heartbreakings I experience when forced to break 
them off, my natural goodwill towards all my fellow-creatures, 
my ardent love of the great, the true, the beautiful, and the just ; 
my horror of evil of every kind, my utter inability to hate or 
injure, or even to think of it ; the sweet and lively emotion which 
I feel at the sight of all that is virtuous, generous, and amiable ; 
is it possible, I ask, that all these can ever agree in the same 
heart with the depravity which, without th^e least scruple, 
tramples underfoot the sweetest of obligations ? No ! I feel and 
loudly assert — it is impossible. Never, for a single moment in his 
life, could Jean Jacques have been a man without feeling, with- 
out compassion, or an unnatural father. I may have been mis- 
taken, never hardened. If I were to state my reasons, I should say 
too much. Since they were strong enough to mislead me, they 
might mislead many others, and I do not desire to expose young 
people, who may read my works, to the danger of allowing them- 



‘ving, that my error was such that, in handing over my 
ren to the State to educate, for want of means to bring them 
lyself, in deciding to fit them for becoming workmen and 
mts rather than adventurers and fortune-hunters, I thought 
I was behaving like a citizen and a father, and considered 
ilf a member of Plato’s Republic. More than once since then, 
Egrets of my heart have told me that I was wrong ; but, far 
my reason having given me the same information, I have 
blessed Heaven for having preserved them from their 
r’s lot, and from the lot which threatened them as soon as 
uld have been obliged to abandon them. If I had left them 
Madame d’Epinay or Madame de Luxembourg, who, from 
Iship, generosity, or some other motive, expressed them- 
3 willing to take charge of them, would they have been 
ier, would they have been brought up at least as honest 
? I do not know ; but I do know that they would have 
brought up to hate, perhaps to betray, their parents ; it 
mndred times better that they have never known them. 

^ third child was accordingly taken to the Foundling Hos- 
like the other two. The two next were disposed of in the 
manner, for I had five altogether. This arrangement _ 
ired to me so admirable, so rational, and so legitimate, that, ■ 
id not openly boast of it, this was solely out of regard for 
lother ; but I told all who were acquainted with our rela- 
I told Grimm and Diderot. I afterwards informed 
E rne d’Epinay, and, later, Madame de Luxembourg, freely 
^ oluntarily, without being in any way obliged to do so, and 
1 I might easily have kept it a secret from everybody ; for 
u was an honourable woman, very discreet, and a person 
i whom I could implicitly rely. The only one of my friends 
' lom I had any interest in unbosoming myself was M. 
t ry, the physician who attended my poor “ aunt ” in a 
;( rous confinement. In a word, I made no mystery of what 
L not only because I have never known how to keep a 
1 from my friends, but because I really saw no harm in it. 

1: ings considered, I chose for my children what was best, or, 
s St, what I believed to be best for them. I could have 
e :1, and still wish, that I had been reared and brought up as ' 
lave been. 

f ile I was thus making my confessions, Madame le Vasseur 
e :• part did the same, but with less disinterested views. I 
introduced her and her daughter to Madame Du pin, who, 


mother confided her daughter’s secret to her. Madame Dupin, 
who is good-hearted and generous, whom she never told how 
attentive I was to provide for ever)d:hing, in spite of my moderate 
means, herself made provision for her with a generosity which, 
by her mother’s instructions, the daughter always kept a secret 
from me during my stay in Paris, and only confessed to me at the 
Hermitage, after several other confidences. I did not know 
that Madame Dupin, who never gave me the least hint of it, 
was so well informed. Whether Madame de Chenonceaux, her 
daughter-in-law, was equally well informed, I do not know ; but 
Madame de Francueil, her step-daughter, was, and was unable to 
hold her tongue. She spoke to me about it the following year, 
after I had left their house. This induced me to address a letter 
to her on this subject, which will be found in my collections, in 
which I have set forth those reasons for my conduct, which I 
was able to give without compromising Madame le Vasseur and 
her family, for the most decisive of them came from that quarter, 
and upon them I kept silence. 

I can rely upon the discretion of Madame Dupin and the 
friendship of Madame de Chenonceaux ; I felt equally sure in 
regard to Madame de Francueil, who, besides, died long before 
my secret was noised abroad. It could only have been disclosed 
by those very people to whom I had confided it, and, in fact, 
it was not until after I had broken with them, that it was so 
disclosed. By this single fact they are judged. Without desiring 
to acquit myself of the blame which I deserve, I would rather 
have it upon my shoulders than that which their malice deserves. 
My fault is great, but it was due to error ; I have neglected my 
.duties, but the desire of doing an injury never entered my heart, 
I and the feelings of a father cannot speak very eloquently on 
; behalf of children whom he has never seen ; but, to betray the 
•confidence of friendship, to violate the most sacred of all agree- 
ments, to disclose secrets poured into our bosoms, deliberately 
to dishonour the friend whom one has deceived, and who still 
respects us while leaving us — these are not faults ; they are acts 
of meanness and infamy. 

I have promised my confession, not my justification ; there- 
. fore I say no more on this point. It is my duty to be true ; the 
f reader’s to be just. I shall never ask more from him than that. 

The marriage of M. de Chenonceaux made his mother’s 
house still more pleasant to me, owing to the accomplishments 
of his young wife — a very amiable person, who appeared to take 


only daughter of Madame la Vicomtesse de Rochechouart, a 
at friend of the Comte de Fri^se^ and, consequently, of Grimm, 
0 was attached to him. It was I, however, who introduced 
:i to his daughter ; but, as their dispositions did not agree, the 
juaintance did not last long, and Grimm, who from that time 
y had eyes for that which was solid, preferred the mother, 
0 belonged to the great world, to the daughter, who desired 
snds on whom she could rely and who were agreeable to her, 
|o were neither mixed up in any intrigues nor sought to gain 
lit amongst the great. Madame Dupin, not finding in Madame 
Chenonceaux all the docility which she expected from her, 
:ie her house very dull for her, and Madame de Chenonceaux, 
ud of her own merits, and perhaps also of her birth, preferred 
'enounce the pleasures of society, and to remain almost alone 
ler room, than to bear a yoke for which she felt she was 
adapted. This species of exile increased my attachment for 
, from the natural inclination whch attracts me towards the 
ortunate. I found in her a metaphysical and thoughtful mind, 
loughat times somewhat sophistical. Her conversation, which 
by no means that of a young woman just leaving the con- 
t, was very attractive to me ; and yet she was not twenty 
rs of age. Her complexion was dazzlingly fair. Her figure 
lid have been dignified and beautiful, if she had carried her- 
better. Her hair, which was ashen-grey and of rare beauty, 
r inded me of my dear mamma’s in her youth, and caused a 
2 y emotion in my heart. But the strict principles which I 
f just laid down for myself, and which I was resolved to act 
to at all cost, protected me against her and her charm, 
ling a whole summer I spent three or four hours every day 
r e with her, solemnly teaching her arithmetic, and wearying 
• with my everlasting figures, without ever uttering a single 
r:l of gallantry or casting a glance of admiration upon her. 
ri: or six years later, I should have been neither so wise nor 
f ;)olish ; but it was destined that I should only love truly 
in my life, and that the first and last sighs of my heart 
)i Id be given to another than her. 

5 ' nee I had lived at Madame Dupin’s, I had always been 
i‘fied with my lot, without showing any desire to see it 
p oved. The increase in my salary, due to her and M. de 
11 iceuil together, was quite voluntary on their part. This year, 
c e Francueil, whose friendship for me increased daily, wanted 
n ake my position somewhat more comfortable and less pre- 




cashier^ was old, well to do, and anxious to retire. M. de Fran- 
cueil offered me his place ; and, in order to make myself fit to 
take it, I went for a few weeks to M. Dudoyer’s house, to receive 
the necessary instructions. But, whether it was that I had little 
talent for this occupation, or that Dudoyer, who seemed to me 
to have someone else in his eye as his successor, did not instruct 
me in good faith, my acquisition of the knowledge required was 
slow and unsatisfactory, and I was never able to get into my 
head the state of accounts, which perhaps had been purposely 
muddled. However, without having grasped the intricacies of 
the business, I soon acquired sufficient knowledge of its ordinary 
routine to undertake the general management. I even com- 
menced its duties. I kept the ledgers and the cash ; I paid and 
received money, and gave receipts ; and although I had as little 
inclination as ability for such employment, advancing years made 
me more sensible : I determined to overcome my dislike, and 
to devote myself entirely to my duties. Unfortunately, just as I 
was beginning to get used to them, M. de Francueil went away 
on a short journey, during which I remained in charge of his cash, 
which at that time, however, did not amount to more than 
25,000 or 30,000 francs. The care and anxiety which this de- 
posit caused me convinced me that I was not made for a 
cashier, and I have no doubt that the impatience with which I 
awaited his return contributed to the illness which subsequently 
attacked me. 

I have already mentioned, in the first part of this work, that 
I was almost dead when I was born. A defective formation of 
the bladder caused, during my childhood, an almost continual 
retention of urine ; and my aunt Suzon, who took care of me, 
had the greatest difficulty in keeping me alive. However, she 
at length succeeded : my robust constitution at length gained the 
upper hand, and my health improved so much during my youth 
that, with the exception of the attack of languor which I have 
described, and the frequent necessity of making water, which 
the least heating of the blood always rendered a matter of 
difficulty, I reached the age of thirty without feeling my early 
infirmity at all. The first touch of it which I had was on my 
arrival at Venice. The fatigue of the journey, and the fearful 
heat which I had suffered, brought on a constant desire to make 
water and an affection of the kidneys, which lasted till the 
beginning of the winter. After my visit to the padoana, I looked 
upon myself as a dead man, and yet I never suffered the slightest 



inc rjnvenience from it. After having exhausted myself more in 
im Lgi nation than in reality for my Zulietta, I was in better 
he; ;.lth than ever. It was only after Diderot’s confinement that 
til! overheatings caused by my journeys to Vincennes during the 
iet rful heats brought on a violent pain in the kidneySs and since 
th it time I have never recovered my health completely. ' 

\t the time of which I am speakings having perhaps overtired 
m yself with my distasteful work at the confounded offices I 
be lame worse than befores and was confined to my bed for 
fi^e or six weeks in the most melancholy condition that can 
bt imagined. Madame Dupin sent the celebrated Morand to 
se;; mes whOs spite of his cleverness and delicacy of touchs 
caused me incredible sufferings and could never get to probe 
me. He advised me to consult Daran, who managed to in- 
ti educe his bougieSs which were more flexiblcs and afforded 
rr e some relief ; buts when giving Madame Dupin an account 
0 my conditions he declared that I had less than six months to 
li /e. 

This verdict, which I afterwards heard, caused me to reflect 
s riously upon my condition, and upon the folly of sacrificing 
t le repose and comfort of my few remaining days to the slavery 
c f an employment for which I felt nothing but aversion. Besides, 
low could I reconcile the strict principles which I had just 
a dopted with a situation which harmonised so ill with them ? 
V^ould it not have been very bad taste in me, cashier of a 
Deceiver-General of Finance, to preach disinterestedness and 
] overty ? These ideas fermented so strongly in my head 
logether with the fever, and combined so powerfully, that 
rom that time nothing could uproot them, and, during the 
)eriod of my recovery, I quietly determined to carry out the 
esolutions which I had made during my delirium. I renounced 
’or ever all plans of fortune and promotion. Resolved to pass 
|ny few remaining days in poverty and independence, I em- 
)loyed all my strength of mind in breaking away from the 
)onds of the opinion of the world, and in courageously carrying 
)ut everything which appeared to me to be right, without 
roubling myself about what the world might think of it. The 
)bstacles which I had to overcome, the efforts which I made 

f o triumph over them, are incredible. I succeeded as much as 
/as possible, and more than I had myself hoped. If I had 
)een as successful in shaking off the yoke of friendship as that of 
public opinion, I should have accomplished my purpose, perhaps 
the greatest, or, at any rate, the most conducive to virtue, that 


a mortal has ever conceived ; but, while I trampled underfoot 
the senseless judgments of the common herd of the so-called 
great and wise, I suffered myself to be subjugated and led like 
a child by so-called friends, who, jealous of seeing me strike out a 
■ new path by myself, thought of nothing but how to make me 
appear ridiculous, and began by doing their utmost to degrade 
me, in order to raise an outcry against me. It was the change 
in my character, dating from this period, rather than my 
“ literary celebrity, that drew their jealousy upon me ; they would 
perhaps have forgiven me for distinguishing myself in the art 
of writing ; but they could not forgive me for setting an example 
in my change of life, which seemed likely to cause them in- 
convenience. I was born for friendship ; my easy and gentle 
disposition found no difficulty in cherishing it. As long as I 
was unknown to the world, I was loved by all who knew me, 
I and had not a single enemy ; but, as soon as I became known, 

' I had not a single friend. This was a great misfortune ; it was 
a still greater one that I was surrounded by people who called 
themselves my friends, and who only made use of the privileges 
which this name allowed them to drag me to my ruin. The 
sequel of these memoirs will reveal this odious intrigue ; at 
present I only point out its origin ; my readers will soon see the 
first link forged. 

In the state of independence in which I intended to live, 
it was necessary, however, to find means of subsistence. 1 
bethought myself of a very simple plan : copying music at so 
much a page. If a more solid employment would have fulfilled 
the same end, I should have adopted it ; but as I had taste and 
ability for this, and as it was the only occupation which would 
provide my daily bread without personal dependence, I was satis- 
fied with it. Believing that I no longer had need of foresight, 
and silencing the voice of vanity, from cashier to a financier 
I became a copyist of music. I thought I had gained greatly 
by the choice, and I have so little regretted it, that I have never 
abandoned this employment except under compulsion, and then 
only to resume it as soon as I was able. 

The success of my first Essay made it easier for me to carry 
out this resolution. After it had gained the prize, Diderot 
undertook to get it printed. While I was in bed he wrote me 
a note, informing me of its publication and the effect it had 
produced. “ It has gone up like a rocket,” he told me ; “ such 
a success has never been seen before.” This voluntary approval 
of the public, in the case of an unknown author, gave me the 


nrsr. reai assurance, oi my aDiiity, as xo wnicn^ m spixe oi my 
inn er feelings, I had until then always been doubtful. I saw the 
gre it advantage I might derive from it in view of the resolution 
wh ch I was on the point of carrying out, and I judged that a 
copyist of some literary celebrity would not be likely to suffer 
fro: n want of work. 

i,.s soon as my resolution was taken and confirmed, I wrote 
a n ;)te to M. de Francueil to inform him of it, thanking him and 
Ma fame Dupin for all their kindness, and asking for their cus- 
ton I. Francueil, quite unable to understand the note, and believ- 
ing that I was still delirious, came to me in all haste, but he found 
my mind so firmly made up that he was unable to shake my 
res' )lution. He went and told Madame Dupin and everyone else 
that I had gone mad. I let him do so, and went my way. I 
cor imenced my reformation with my dress. I gave up my gold 
laoi and white stockings, and put on a round wig. I took off 
my sword and sold my watch, saying to myself with incredible 
del ght, “ Thank Heaven, I shall not want to know the time 
ag£ in ! ” M. de Francueil was kind enough to wait some time 
bef }re he found a successor to me. At last, when he saw that 
my mind was' made up, he gave my post to M. d’Alibard, for- 
me iy tutor to the young Chenonceaux, known in the botanical 
wo Id for his Flora Parisiensis.” ^ 

] n spite of the strictness of my sumptuary reform, I did not 
at irst extend it to my linen, which was good, and of which I 
hac a large stock — the remains of my Venetian outfit — and for 
wh ch I had a special fondness. I had considered it so much 
a matter of cleanliness that I ended by making it a matter of 
lux jry, which was certainly expensive. Someone was kind enough 
to ;ieliver me from this servitude. On Christmas Eve, while 
the women-folk were at vespers, and I was at the “ spiritual 
cor cert,” 2 the door of a garret in which all our linen was hung 
up after a wash, which was just finished, was broken open. 
Ev erything was stolen, amongst other things, forty-two fine 
lin{n shirts belonging to me — the principal part of my linen 
wai drobe. From the description given by the neighbours of a 
mar who had been seen to leave the hotel carrying some 

1 I have no doubt that Francueil and his associates now give a totally 
diff* rent account of all this, but I appeal to what he said about it at the 
tim and for a long time afterwards, to all his acquaintances, until the 
con piracy was formed. Men of good sense and honour cannot have 
forg ;)tten his words. 

2 At which only religious music was heard, and which, on certain days, 
was a substitute for secular concerts. 


known to be a worthless fellow. The mother indignantly repu- 
diated the suspicion, but it was confirmed by so many proofs 
that we could not abandon it, in spite of her indignation. I did 
not venture to make strict inquiries for fear of discovering more 
than I might have liked. The brother never showed himself 
again, and at last disappeared altogether. I deplored Ther^se’s 
misfortune and my own in being connected with so mixed 
a family, and I urged her more strongly than ever to shake 
off a yoke so dangerous. This adventure cured me of my 
passion for fine linen, and from that time I have only worn 
shirts of very common material, more in keeping with the rest 
of my dress. 

Having thus completed my reforms, my only anxiety was to 
make them solid and lasting, by doing my utmost to root out 
of my heart everything which was still liable to be affected by 
public opinion ; everything which, from fear of censure, might 
turn me aside from that wiiich was good and reasonable in itself. 
In consequence of the stir which my Essay created, my resolution 
also made a sensation and brought me employment, so that I 
commenced my new profession with tolerable success. Neverthe- 
less, several causes prevented me from succeeding as well as I 
might have done in other circumstances. In the first place, my 
bad health. My recent attack left after-effects which prevented 
me from ever regaining my former state of health : and it is my 
belief that the physicians, to whose treatment I intrusted my- 
self, did me as much harm as my illness. I consulted, in succes- 
sion, Morand, Daran, Helvetius, Malouin and Thierry, all very 
learned men, and my personal friends. Each treated me in his 
own way, afforded me no relief, and considerably weakened me. 
The more I submitted to their treatment, the yellower, thinner, 
and weaker I became. My imagination, which they terrified, 
judged of my condition by the effect of their drugs, and only set 
before my eyes a continuous succession of sufferings before my 
death — retention of urine, gravel, and stone. All the remedies 
which afford relief to others — ptisans, baths, and bleeding — only 
aggravated my sufferings. Finding that Daran’s bougies, the 
only ones which had any effect, and without which I thought I 
could not live, only afforded me momentary relief, I proceeded, 
at great expense, to lay in an enormous stock of them, so that, in 
case of Daran’s death, I might always have some for use. During 
the eight or ten years in which I made such constant use of them I 
must have spent at least fifty loiiis. It will be readily imagined 



th£t a treatment so expensive, painful, and troublesome dis- 
tra:,ted me from my work, and that a dying man is not very 
ea^er about earning his daily bread. 

literary occupations were equally prejudicial to my daily 
wo: k. No sooner had my Essay appeared, than the defenders of 
lite ^ature fell upon me as if by common consent. Indignant at 
the sight of so many Messieurs Josse,i who did not even under- 
sta id the question, attempting to decide like masters, I took up 
my pen and treated some of them in such a manner that they 
no longer had the laugh on their side. One M. Gautier, from 
Na icy, the first who fell under my lash, was roughly abused in 
a le tter to Grimm. The second was King Stanislaus himself, who 
did not disdain to enter the lists with me. The honour which 
he did me obliged me to change the tone of my answer. I 
adc pted one that was more serious, but equally emphatic, and, 
wit lOut failing in respect towards the author, I completely re- 
fute d his work. I knew that a Jesuit, Father Menou, had had a 


liar d in it. I trusted to my judgment to distinguish the work of 
the Prince from that of the monk ; and, mercilessly attacking all 
the Jesuitical phrases, I brought into prominence, as I went 
along, an anachronism which I believed could only have pro- 
cee< led from the pen of his reverence. This composition, whicli, 
for lome reason or other, has made less stir than my other writ- 
ing; , is, in its way, unique. In it I seized the opportunity of 
sho ving the public, how a private individual could defend the 
cau ie of truth, even against a sovereign. It would be difficult to 
ado ;)t, at the same time, a more dignified and respectful tone than 
tha which I adopted in my answer to him. I was fortunate 
eno igh to have to deal with an adversary for whom I felt sincere 
este ;im, which I could exhibit without servile adulation ; this I 
did vith tolerable success, and always in a dignified manner. My 
friej ids, alarmed on my behalf, thought they already saw me in 
the Bastille. I never once had any such fear, and I was right. 
Thi; worthy Prince, after he had seen my reply, said, “ I have 
had enough of it ; I will have nothing more to do with it.’’ Since 
thei , I have received from him various marks of esteem and kind- 
ness , some of which I shall have to mention presently ; and my 
composition quietly circulated throughout France and Europe, 
witl out anyone finding anything in it to censure. 


I ■ t. Josse was one of the characters in Moli^re’s"L’.<4wo«f midecin. The 
sayii g, “ Vous ^tes orf^vre, Monsieur Josse,” is used to remind a man that 
he is personally interested in the success of anything which he strongly 
recoi imends or supports. 




not expected, tke same M. Bordes of Lyons, who, ten years 
previously, had shown me much friendship, and rendered me 
several services. I had not forgotten him, but had neglected 
him from simple kziness ; and I had not sent him my writings, 
since I had had no convenient opportunity of getting them 
delivered to him. I was wrong ; he attacked me, certainly with 
politeness, and I answered in the same tone. He made a more 
decided rejoinder, which drew from me a final answer, after 
which he remained silent. But he became my most violent 
enemy, profited by the time of my misfortunes to write a most 
fearful libel against me, and took a journey to London on pur- 
pose to do me harm there. 

All these polemics took up a great deal of my time, which 
was lost to my copying, without any advantage to the cause 
of truth, or profit to my purse. Pissot, who was my publisher 
at the time, gave me very little for my brochures, and often 
nothing at all ; for instance, I never received a sott for my 
first Essay ; Diderot gave it to him for nothing. I was obliged 
to wait a long time, and extract the little remuneration which 
he gave me, sou by sou. In the meantime, my copying was a 
failure. I carried on two trades, which was the way to fail in 
both. 

They were contradictory in another way — the different mode 
of life which they forced me to adopt. The success of my 
first writings had made me the fashion. The position which I 
had taken up aroused curiosity ; people were anxious to make 
the acquaintance of the sin^lar man, who sought no one’s 
society, and whose only anxiety was to live free and happy 
after his own fashion ; this was sufficient to make this an 
impossibility for him. My room was never free from people 
who, under different pretexts, came to rob me of iny time. 
Ladies employed a thousand artifices to get me to dine with 
them. The more I offended people, the more obstinate they 
became. I could not refuse everybody. While I made a 
thousand enemies by my refusals, I was incessantly a slave to 
my desire to oblige ,* and, however I managed, I never had an 
hour to myself during the day. 

I then discovered that it is by no means so easy as one imagines 
to be poor and independent. I wanted to live by my profession ; 
the public would not have it. They invented a thousand ways 
of indemnifying me for the time which they made me lose. 
Presents of all kinds were always being sent to me. Soon I 


m 


lid have been obliged to show myself like Punch, at so much 
;ad. I know no slavery more cruel and degrading than that, 
w no remedy for it, except to refuse all presents, great and 
11, and to make no exception in favour of anyone. The only 
ct of this was to increase the number of the donors, who 
'red to have the honour of overcoming my resistance, and of 
ipelling me to be under an obligation to them, in spite of 
:elf. Many, who would not have given me a crown if I had 
:d for it, never ceased to importune me with their offers, and 
ivenge themselves when they found them rejected, charged 
with arrogance and ostentation, in consequence of my 
sal. 

t will easily be understood that the resolution which I had 
jen, and the system which I desired to follow, were not at all 
the liking of Madame le Vasseur. All the daughter’s dis- 
[;restedness was unable to prevent her from following the 
tructions of her mother ; and the gomerneuses, as Grimm used 
ball them, were not always as firm in their refusal as I was. , 
hough many things were concealed from me, I saw enough 
convince me that I did not see everything, and this tormented 
, not so much on account of the charge of connivance, which 
eadily foresaw would be made, as by the cruel thought that 
puld never be master of my own household. Or even of myself, 
legged, entreated, and got angry — all in vain. Mamma gave 
: the reputation of an eternal grumbler and a surly boor. Con- 
ual whisperings with my friends went on ; all was mystery 
:1 secrecy in my household ; and, to avoid exposing myself to 
petual storms, I no longer ventured to make inquiries about 
at was going on. To deliver myself from all this disturbance 
uld have needed a firmness of which I was incapable. I 
ew how to make a noise, but not how to act. They allowed 
to speak and went their way. 

These continual upsets and the daily importunities to which 
i^as subjected at length made my apartments and my stay at 
ris very unpleasant. When my ill-health permitted me to go 
t, and I did not allow myself to be dragged hither and thither 
my acquaintances, I used to go for a solitary walk, during 
dch, dreaming of my grand system, I jotted down some ideas, 
paper with the aid of a pocket-book and pencil, wliich I 
vays carried about with me. In tliis manner the unforeseen 
pleasantnesses of a condition which I had chosen for myself 
rew me entirely into a literary career, by way of escaping 
:)m them ; and this is the reason why, in all my early works. 




i. iiiiruuucea xne uicteniess ana in-xiumuur wiiicn uauseu me lo 
write them. 

Another circumstance contributed to this. Thrown, in spite 
of myself, into the great world, without possessing its manners, 
and unable to acquire or conform to them, I took it into my 
head to adopt manners of my own, which might enable me to 
dispense with them. Being unable to overcome my foolish and 
disagreeable shyness, which proceeded from the fear of offending 
against the rules of polite society, I resolved, in order to give 
myself courage, to trample them underfoot. Shame made me 
cynical and sarcastic. I affected to despise the politeness which 
I did not know how to practise. It is true that this rudeness, 
in harmony with my new principles, became ennobled in my 
mind and assumed the form of dauntless virtue ; and on this lofty 
basis, I venture to assert, it supported itself longer and more 
successfully than would naturally have been expected from an 
effort so contrary to my disposition. However, in spite of the 
reputation for misanthropy, which my outward appearance and 
some happy remarks gained for me in the world, it is certain 
that, in private, I always sustained my part badly. My friends 
and acquaintances led this unsociable bear like a lamb, and, 
limiting my sarcasms to unpalatable but general truths, I was 
never capable of 'saying a single discourteous word to anyone 
whatsoever. 

The Devin du Village made me quite the fashion, and soon 
there was not a man in Paris more sought after than myself. 
The history of this piece, which was an epoch in my life, is 
mixed up with that of the connections which I had formed at 
that time. In order that the sequel may be rightly understood, 
I must enter into details. 

I had a tolerably large number of acquaintances, but only 
two chosen friends, Diderot and Grimm. Owing to the desire 
which I always feel, to bring together all who are dear to me, I 
was so devoted a friend of both, that it was unavoidable that 
they should soon become equally devoted to each other. I 
brought them together ; they suited each other, and soon became 
more intimate with each other than with me. Diderot had ac- 
quaintances without number ; but Grimm, being a foreigner and 
a newcomer, had his to make. I desired nothing better than to 
assist him. I had introduced him to Diderot ; I introduced him 
to Gauffecourt. I took him to Madame de Chenonceaux, to 
Madame d’Epinay, to the Baron d’Holbach, with whom I found 
myself connected, almost in suite of myself. All my friends 



be( ame mine ; this was not so intelligible. While he lived with 
the Comte de Fri^se, he often invited us to dine with him, but 
I tave never received any proof of friendship from the Comte 
de Fri^se or the Comte de Schomberg, his relative, who was very 
int mate with Grimm, or from any other person, male or female, 
wil h whom Grimm had any connection through their means. 
Thj only exception was the Abbe Raynal, who, although his 
friend, also proved himself mine, and, when I needed it, placed 
his purse at my disposal with a rare generosity. But I had known 
thf Abbe long before Grimm himself, and I had always enter- 
tai red a great regard for him since he Lad behaved to me in a 
me St delicate and honourable manner, in a matter certainly of 
iitlle importance, but which I never forgot. 

' ?he Abbe Raynal was certainly a warm friend. He gave me 
a p roof of this about this time in a matter that concerned Grimm, 
wii h whom he was very intimate. Grimm, after having long been 
on very friendly terms with Mademoiselle Fel, suddenly took it 
int 0 his head to conceive a violent passion for her, and wanted 
to supplant Cahusac. The young lady, priding herself upon her 
constancy, showed her new admirer the door. The latter took 
th{ matter in a tragic light, and had a fancy that it would be his 
death. He suddenly began to suffer from the strangest illness 
th{ ,t has perhaps ever been heard of. He passed days and nights 
in a state of continued lethargy, his eyes wide open, his pulse 
regular, but without speaking, eating, or stirring, sometimes 
see ming to hear, but never answering, even by signs ; in other 
res pects, he was free from agitation, pain or fever, and lay as if 
he had been dead. The Abbe Raynal and myself took it in turns 
to watch him, the Abbe, being stronger and in better health, 
byi night, and myself by day ; he was never left alone, and neither 
of us ever quitted him before the other had come to take his 
pk ce. The Comte de Fridse, being alarmed about him, brought 
Senac to see him, who, after a careful examination, declared 
the ,t there was nothing the matter with the patient, and did not 
ev( ;n prescribe for him. My anxiety about my friend made me 
caiefully observe the physician’s countenance, and I saw him 
smile as he left the room. Nevertheless, Grimm remained for 
se^ eral days without moving, without taking broth or anything 
els 5, except some preserved cherries which I laid upon his tongue 
fro;n time to time, and which he eagerly swallowed. One fine 
me rning, he got up, dressed himself, and resumed his ordinary 
oc< upations, without ever saying anything either to me, or, as 
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lethargy, or of the attention and care which we had bestowed 
upon him as long as it lasted. 

This adventure, nevertheless, made a considerable stir ; and 
it would really have been a wonderful story, if the cruelty of an 
opera-girl had caused a man to die of despair. This violent 
passion made Grimm the rage ; he was soon looked upon as a 
prodigy of love, friendship, and devotion in every respect. This 
reputation caused him to be run after and feted in the great 
world, which separated him from me, who had never been 
an5rthing to him but a makeshift. I saw that he was on the 
point of being entirely estranged from me. This was very dis- 
tressing to me, for all the lively feelings, of which he made such 
a show, were just those which I entertained for him, although I 
did not make such a noise about it. I was glad that he should 
succeed in the world, but I should have wished him to do so with- 
out, at the same time, forgetting his friend. I said to him one 
day, “ Grimm, you are neglecting me ; I forgive you. When the 
first intoxication of noisy success has produced its effect, and you 
begin to perceive its emptiness, I hope that you will come back to 
me : you will always find me the same. For the present, do not 
put yourself out ; I leave you to do as you please, and will wait 
for you.” He told me that I was right, made his arrangements 
accordingly, and went his own way so completely, that I only 
saw him in the company of our mutual friends. 

Our chief meeting-place, before he became so closely con- 
nected with Madame d’Epinay, was the Baron d’Holbach’s 
house. This Baron was the son of a self-made man, who possessed 
an ample fortune, which he used nobly. He received at his house 
men of letters and learning, and, by his own knowledge and 
accomplishments, was well able to hold his own amongst them. 
Having been long intimate with Diderot, he had sought my 
acquaintance through him, even before my name became known. 
A natural repugnance for a long time prevented me from meet- 
ing his advances. One day he asked me the reason, and I said to 
him, You are too wealthy.” He persisted, and finally pre- 
vailed. My greatest misfortune has ever been inability to resist 
flattery, and I have always regretted yielding to it. 

Another acquaintance, which ripened into friendship as soon 
as I had a reason to claim it, was that of M. Duclos. Several 
years had elapsed since I had seen him, for the first time, at La 
Chevrette, at the house of Madame d’Epinay, with whom he was 
on intimate terms. We only dined together, and he returned the 


Ma< lame d’Epinay had spoken to him of me and my opera of Les 
Mu $es Galantes. Duclos, who was gifted with too great talent 
hin self not to value those who possessed it, became prepossessed 
in I ly favour, and had invited me to go and see him. In spite of 
my early inclination, which was strengthened by acquaintance, 
my timidity and want of energy kept me back as long as I had 
no )ther passport to him except his courtesy ; but, encouraged 
by my first success and his praises, which were repeated to me, I 
we It to call upon him, and he returned my call. In this manner 
CO] amenced the connection between us, which will always cause 
me to regard him with affection, and to which, as well as the 
tes timony of my own heart, I owe the knowledge, that upright- 
ne;s and honour may sometimes be combined with literary 
cu ture. 

Many other connections less lasting, which I here pass over, 
w( re the result of my early successes, and continued until curio- 
sily was satisfied. I was a man who was so soon understood, 
th at, after the first day, there was nothing more to be seen in me. 

0 le lady, however, who at that time sought my acquaintance, 
w IS more constant to me than any of the rest. This was Aladame 
la Marquise de Crequi, niece of the Bailli de Froulay, the Maltese 
ambassador, whose brother had preceded M. de Montaigu in the 
embassy at Venice, and whom I had gone to see on my return 
fi om that city. Madame de Crequi wrote to me ; I called upon 
h ?.r, and she conceived a friendship for me. I sometimes dined 
a ; her house, where I met several men of letters ; amongst others, 

1 Saurin, the author of “ Spartacus,” “Barneveldt,” and other 

V orks, who afterwards became my bitterest enemy, for no other 
r Jason that I can imagine, except that I bear the name of a man 

V horn his father had persecuted disgracefully. 

It will be seen that, for a copyist who ought to be occupied 
\ dth his business from morning till evening, I had numerous dis- 
t [‘actions, which prevented my daily work from being very 
1 icrative, and myself from paying sufficient attention to what I 
1 ad to do, for me to do it well. I thus lost more than half the 
1 ime I had left in erasing or scratching out mistakes, or beginning 
] ly work again on a fresh sheet of paper. This constant interrup- 
■ ion made Paris daily more intolerable to me, and I eagerly 
i eized every opportunity of going into the country. I went 
: everal times to spend a few days at Marcoussis, where Madame 
e Vasseur knew the vicar, at whose house we so arranged 
natters that he found himself at no disadvantage. Once Grimm 


wcML wiuii US. luc vxciti iiau a, guuu voice aiiu sang weu ; ana^ 
although not a musician, could learn his part with ease and 
accuracy. We spent the time in singing the trios which I had 
composed at Chenonceaux. I also wrote two or three new ones, 
to the words which Grimm and the vicar put together as well as 
they could. I cannot help regretting these trios, which were 
written and sung in moments of pure joy, and which I have left 
at Wootton with all my music. Mademoiselle Davenport has, 
perhaps, already made curl-papers of them ; but they were 
worth preserving, and are mostly written in a very good counter- 
point. It was after one of these little excursions, when I was 
delighted to see “ aunt ” at her ease and very cheerful, and had 
also enjoyed myself very much, that I wrote to the vicar a letter 
in verse, hastily dashed off and a very poor composition, which 
will be found amongst my papers. 

Nearer Paris, I found another place of refuge, very much 
to my taste, with M. Mussard, a countryman, relative, and 
friend, who had made a charming retreat for himself at Passy, 
where I have spent many peaceful moments. M. Mussard was 
a jeweller, a man of good sense, who, after having made a com- 
fortable fortune in his business, married his only daughter 
to M. de Valmalette, the son of an exchange-broker, and 
mahre d'hotel to the King, and prudently left trade and business 
in his old age, in order to enjoy an interval of repose and 
enjoyment between the w'orries of life and his death. The 
worthy Mussard, a real practical philosopher, lived, free from 
cares, in a very nice house, which he had built for himself, 
standing in a very pretty garden which he had planted with 
his own hands. While digging up the terraces of this garden, 
he found fossil shells in such quantities, that his lively imagina- 
tion saw nothing but shells in the natural world, and he at last 
sincerely believed that the universe consisted of nothing but 
shells, and remains of shells, and that the whole earth w^as 
nothing but so much shell sand. Thinking of nothing but 
this fact and his wonderful discoveries, he became so excited 
with these ideas, that they would soon have turned to a system 
in his head, that is to say, to madness, had not death — fortu- 
nately for his reason, but unfortunately for his friends, who were 

1 Since 1 have here omitted to mention a trifling, but memorable adven- 
twe which I had with the aforesaid Grimm, one morning wlien we were to 
dine at the Fountain of Saint- Vandrille, I will not return to it ; but, on 
subsequent reflection, I concluded that, in the bottom of his heart, he was 
brooding over the conspiracy which he afterwards carried out with, such 
marvellous success. 


m ich attached to him, and found at his house a most agreeable 
re uge — removed him from them by a most strange and painful 
di lease. This was a constantly growing tumour in the stomach, 
wldch for a long time prevented him from eating before the 
re ison was discovered, and which, after several years of suf- 
fe ing, caused his death from sheer starvation. I can never recall 
without the greatest anguish the last days of this unfortunate 
ar d worthy man, who still heartily welcomed Lenieps and my- 
se f, the only friends whom the sight of the sufferings which he 
dured did not drive away from him until his last hour, who, 
I say, was reduced to devouring with his eyes the repast 
lich he caused to be. set before us, scarcely able to swallow a 
V drops of weak tea, which he was obliged to bring up the next 
>ment. But, before these days of suffering, how many agreeable 
h( urs did I spend at his house with the select circle of his 
fr ends ! At the head of these I place the Abbe Prevost, an 
ar liable and simple person, whose heart inspired his writings, 
w rich deserved to be immortalised, and who, neither in his dis- 
sition nor in society, showed any traces of the sombre 
louring which characterised his works ; Procope the physician, 
little Aesop, who was a great ladies’ man ; Boulanger, the 
nous posthumous author of “ Le Despotisme Oriental,” and 
10, I believe, extended Mussard’s theories on the age of 
e world. Amongst his lady friends were Madame Denis, 
Vbltaire’s niece, who at that time was simple and unaffected, 
id made no pretence to be a wit ; Madame Vanloo, who was 
rtainly no beauty, but was charming and sang like an angel ; 
d Madame de Valmalette herself, who also sang, and who, 
;hough very thin, would have been very amiable if she had 
ade less pretence of being so. These made up nearly the whole 
o; M. Mussard’s friends ; their society would have been very 
agreeable to me, had not his conchylomania been even more 
aj ;reeable ; and I can say that for six months or more I worked 
ir his study with as much pleasure as himself. 

He had for a long time insisted that the waters of Passy 
would be beneficial to me, and strongly advised me to come to 
h s house and drink them. In order to get away from the noisy 
c owd of the city for a little while, I at last gave in, and spent 
e; ght or ten days at Passy, which did me more good because I 
as in the country, than because I took the waters. Moussard 
!ayed the violoncello, and was passionately fond of Italian 
lusic. One evening we had a long conversation about it before 
ariing to bed, especially about the opera btiffa, which we had both 





seen in Italy, and witn wmcn we nad Dotn oeen deiignted. 
During the night, being unable to sleep, I began to ponder how 
it would be possible to give an idea of this kind of drama in 
France, for the Amours de Ragonde had not the least resemblance 
to it. In the morning, while walking and drinking the waters, I 
hastily made up a few specimens of verse, and set them to the 
airs which came into my bjead as I composed them. I scribbled 
down the whole in a kind of vaulted salon at the top of the 
garden, and, at tea, I could not refrain from showing these airs 
to Moussard and Mademoiselle Duvernois, his housekeeper, who 
was really a most excellent and amiable young woman. The 
three pieces which I had sketched were the first monologue, J^ai 
perdu mon serviteur^ the air of the Devin du village, U Amour crott 
s’il s' inquire, and the last duet, A jamais, Colin, je t' engage, &c. 
I so little thought that it was worth the trouble of going on 
with it that, had it not been for the applause and encourage- 
ment of both, I should have thrown my scraps of paper into the 
fire and thought nothing more about it, as I had often done 
with other pieces which were at least as good ; but I felt so 
encouraged, that in six days my drama was finished, with the 
exception of a few lines, ard all the music sketched out, so that 
I had nothing more to do in Paris except to add a little recita- 
tive and fill up the tenor parts. I finished the whole so quickly, 
that in three weeks my scenes were copied out fairly and fit for 
representation. The only thing remaining was the divertissement, 
which was not composed until a long time afterwards. 

[1752.] — The composition of this work had so excited me 
that I had a great desire to hear it, and I would have given 
all I possessed to have seen it performed, as I should have 
liked, with closed doors, as Lulli is said to have once had 
Armide performed before himself alone. As it was not possible 
for me to enjoy this pleasure except in company with the public, 
I was obliged to get my piece accepted at the Opera in order 
to hear it. Unfortunately, it was in a style entirely new, to 
which the ears of the public were quite unaccustomed ; and, 
besides, the failure of the Muses galantes made me expect the 
like for the Devin, if I presented it in my own name. Duclos 
helped me out of the difficulty^ and undertook to get the piece 
tried without disclosing the author. To avoid betraying myself, 
I did not attend the rehearsal, and the “ little violins ” ^ them- 

1 These were the names given to Rebel and Francceur, who, from their 
youth, had been in the habit of going from house to house to plr.y the 
violin. 
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unt il the general approval had attested the excellence of the 
'VO! k. All who heard it were so delighted, that, the next day, 
not ling else was talked of in all circles. M. de Cury, manager of 
Coi rt entertainments, who had been present at the rehearsal, 
ask jd for the piece, in order that it might be performed at Court. 
Dudos, who knew my intentions, and thought that I should 
havii less control over my piece at the Court than in Paris, 
refv sed to deliver it. Cury demanded it by virtue of his office. 
Du( los persisted in his refusal, and the dispute between them 
bees ,me so lively that, one day, at the Opera, they would have 
gon j out together to fight a duel, unless they had been separated. 
Cur 7 wanted to treat with me. I left the decision with Duclos, 
and Cury was obliged to apply again to him. M. le Due d’ 
Aur Lont interfered. At length Duclos thought it right to yield to 
autl ority, and the piece was given up in order to be played at 
Fon :ainebleau. 

T \e part to which I had devoted most attention, and in 
whi( h I had made the greatest departure from the beaten track, 
was the recitative. Mine was accented in an entirely new 
man ler and kept time with the delivery ^ of the words. This 
horr ble innovation was not allowed to stand, for fear of shock- 
ing :he ears of those who followed each other like a flock of 
shee ). I consented that Francueil and Jelyotte should compose 
anotier recitative, but I refused to have anything to do with 
it m ^self. 

W ;ien everything was ready and the day fixed for the per- 
form mce, it was proposed to me that I should take a journey 
to F ^ntainebleau, to be present at the last rehearsal, at any 
rate. I went with Mademoiselle Fel, Grimm, and, I think, the 
Abb{ Raynal, in one of the Royal carriages. The rehearsal was 
, toler ible ; I was better satisfied with it than I had expected 
to b( . The orchestra was a powerful one, consisting of those 
of tl e Opera and the Royal band. Jelyotte played Colin ; 
Made moiselle Fel, Colette ; Cuvitier, the Devin (soothsayer). 
The ( horuses were from the Opera. I said little. Jelyotte had 
arran ^ed everything, and I did not desire to have any control 
over lis arrangements ; but, in spite of my Roman air, I was 
as baffiful as a schoolboy amongst all these people. 

On the following day, when the rehearsal was to take place, 
I wei t to breakfast at the Caje dii Grand Commun, which was 

1 hit : a term specially applied to the manner in which a recitative is 
sung. 
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and the difficulty there had been in getting in. An officer who 
was present said that he had found no difficulty, gave a long 
account of the proceedings, described the author, and related 
what he had said and done ; but what astounded me most in 
his long description, given with equal confidence and simplicity, 
was that there was not a word of truth in it. It was perfectly 
clear to me, that the man who spoke so positively about this 
rehearsal had never been present, since he had before his eyes 
the author, whom he pretended he had observed so closely, and 
did not recognise him, The most remarkable thing about tliis 
incident was the effect which it produced upon me. This man 
was somewhat advanced in years ; there was nothing of the 
coxcomb or swaggerer about him, either in his manner or tone ; 
his countenance was intelligent, while his cross of Saint-Louis 
showed that he was an old officer. In spite of his unblushing 
effrontery, in spite of myself, he interested me ; while he retailed 
his lies I blushed, cast down my eyes, and was on thorns ; I 
sometimes asked myself whether it might not be possible to think 
that he was mistaken, and really believed what he said. At last, 
trembling for fear that someone might recognise me and put him 
to shame, I hurriedly finished my chocolate without saying a 
word, and, holding my head down as I passed him, I left the 
cafe as soon as possible, while the company were discussing his 
description of what had taken place. In the street, I found that 
I was bathed in perspiration ; and I am certain that, if anyone 
had recognised and addressed me by name before I left, I should 
have exhibited all the shame and embarrassment of a guilty 
person, simply from the feeling of humiliation which the poor 
fellow would have experienced, if his lies had been detected. 

I now come to one of the critical moments of my life, in which 
it is difficult to confine myself to simple narrative, because it is 
almost impossible to prevent even the narrative bearing the 
stamp of censure or apology. However, I will attempt to relate 
how, and from what motives I acted, without adding an expres- 
sion of praise or blame. 

On that day I was dressed in my usual careless style, with 
a beard of some days’ growth and a badly combed wig. Con- 
sidering this want of good manners as a proof of courage, I 
entered the hall where the King, the Queen, the Royal Family, 
and the whole Court were presently to arrive. I proceeded to 
take my seat in the box to which M. de Cury conducted me ; it 
was his own — a large stage box, opposite a smaller and higher 



j , wnere ine iving sat witn iviaaame ae rompaciour. :5ur- 
rounded by ladies, and the only man in front of the box, I had 
no ioubt that I had been put there on purpose to be seen. When 
the theatre was lighted up, and I found myself, dressed in the 
ma iner I was, in the midst of people all most elegantly attired, 
I b ?gan to feel ill at ease. I asked myself whether I was in my 
riglit place, and whether ! was suitably dressed. After a few 
mo nents of uneasiness, I answered “ Yes,” with a boldness which 
periaps was due rather to the impossibility of drawing back 
tha :i to the force of my arguments. I said to myself : I am in my 
pla :e, since I am going to see my own piece performed ; because 
I h< .ve been invited ; because I composed it solely for that pur- 
pos 5 ; because, after all, no one has more right than myself to 
enjoy the fruit of my labour and ta ints. I am dressed as usual, 
neither better nor worse. If I again begin to yield to public 
opinion in any single thing, I shall soon become its slave again 
in e ;ery thing. To be consistent, I must not be ashamed, wherever 
I mty be, to be dressed in accordance with the condition of life 
whi:;h I have chosen for myself. My outward appearance is 
sim )le and careless, but not dirty or slovenly. A beard in itself 
is n )t so, since it is bestowed upon us by Nature, and, according 
to t mes and fashions, is sometimes even an ornament. People 
will consider me ridiculous, impertinent. Well, what does it 
mat ter to me ? I must learn how to put up with ridicule and 
cen5ure, provided they are not deserved. After this little soli- 
loqi y, I felt so encouraged that I should have behaved with 
intr ipidity, if it had been necessary. But, whether it was the 
effect of the presence of the ruler, or the natural disposition of 
thos 3 near me, I saw nothing in the curiosity, of which I was the 
object, except civility and politeness. This so affected me, that 
I began to be uneasy again about myself and the fate of my piece, 
and to fear that I might destroy the favourable impressions 
whic h showed only an inclination to applaud me. I was armed 
agai ist their raillery ; but their kindly attitude, which I had 
not expected, so completely overcame me, that I trembled like 
a ch id when the performance began. 

I ;oon found I had no reason for uneasiness. The piece was 
very badly acted, but the singing was good, and the music well 
exec ited. From the first scene, which is really touching in its 
simplicity, I heard in the boxes a murmur of surprise and 
appliuse hitherto unheard of at similar performances. The 
growing excitement soon reached such a height, that it com- 
mun cated itself to the whole audience, and, in the words of: 
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scene between the two good little people^ this effect reached its 
highest point. There is never any clapping when the King is 
present : this allowed everything to be heard^ and the piece 
and the author were thereby benefited. I heard around me 
women, who seemed to me as beautiful as angels, whispering and 
saying to each other in a low tone, “ Charming ! delightful ! 
every note speaks to the heart ! ” The pleasure of affecting so 
many amiable persons moved me to tears, which I was unable 
to restrain during the first duet, when I observed that I was not 
the only one who wept. For a moment I felt anxious, when I 
recalled the concert at M. de Treytorens’s. This reminiscence 
produced upon me the same effect as the slave who held the 
crown over the head of a Roman general in his triumphal 
procession, but it did not last long, and I soon abandoned myself, 
completely and without reserve, to the delight of tasting the 
sweets of my success. And yet I am sure that at this moment I 
was much more affected by sensual impulse than by the vanity 
I felt as an author. If none but men had been present, I am con- 
vinced that I should not have been consumed, as I was, by the 
incessant desire of catching with my lips the delightful tears 
which I caused to flow. I have seen pieces excite more lively 
transports of admiration, but never so complete, so delightful, 
and so moving an intoxication, which completely overcame the 
audience, especially at a first performance before the Court. 
Those who saw it on this occasion can never have forgotten it, 
for the effect was unique. 

The same evening, M. le Due d’Aumont sent word to me to 
present myself at the chateau on the following day at eleven 
o’clock, when he would present me to the King. M. de Cury, 
who brought me the message, added that he believed that it was 
a question of a pension, the bestowal of which the King desired 
to announce to me in person. 

Will it be believed, that the night which succeeded so brilliant 
a day was for me a night of anguish and perplexity ? My first 
thought, after that of this presentation, was a certain necessity, 
which had greatly troubled me on the evening of the performance, 
and had frequently obliged me to retire, and might trouble me 
again on the next day, in the gallery or the King’s apartments, 
amongst all the great people, while waiting for His Majesty to 
pass. This infirmity was the chief cause which prevented me 
from going into society, or from staying in a room with ladies 
when the doors were closed. The mere idea of the situation in 


sue Si an extent, that it made me feel ready to faint, unless I 
should be willing to create a scandal, to which I should have 
pre serred death. Only those who know what this condition is, 
can imagine the horror of running the risk of it. 

I next pictured myself in the King’s presence and presented 
to ] lis Majesty, who condescended to stop and speak to me. On 
sue i an occasion, tact and presence of mind were indispensable 
in s nswering. Would my accursed timidity, which embarrasses 
me in the presence of the most ordinary stranger, abandon me 
whe n I found myself in the presence of the King of France ? 
world it suffer me to select, on the spur of the moment, the 
pro] >er answer ? It was my desire, without abandoning the aus- 
terity of tone and manner which I had assumed, to show that 
I was sensible of the honour which so great a monarch bestowed 
upon me. It was necessary that I should convey some great and 
usef il truth in words of well-selected and well-deserved eulogy. 
To I e able to prepare a happy answer beforehand, it would have 
beer necessary to know exactly what he might say to me ; and, 
ever had this been possible, I felt perfectly certain that I should 
not )e able to recollect in his presence a single word of all that 
I ha:l previously thought over. What would become of me at 
this noment, before the eyes of all the Court, if, in, my embar- 
rass! lent, some of my usual silly utterances were to escape my 
lips I This danger alarmed, frightened, and made me tremble 
so violently, that I resolved, at all hazards, not to expose myself 
to itJ 

I Ipst, it is true, the pension, which was in a manner offered 
to mi ; but, at the same time, I escaped the yoke which it would 
havelmposed upon me. Adieu truth, liberty, and courage ! How 
could I, from that time forth, have dared to speak of independence 
and c isinterestedness ? I could only flatter or keep my mouth 
closet : if I accepted this pension ; and besides, who would 
guars ntee the payment of it ? What steps should I have had to 
take, how many people I should have been obliged to solicit ! 
It wo lid have cost me more trouble and far more unpleasantness 
to kei ip it, than to do without it. Consequently, in renouncing 
all th mghts of it, I believed that I was acting in a manner quite 
consis tent with my principles, and sacrificing the appearance to 
the re ality. I communicated my resolution to Grimm, who had 
nothii ig to say against it. To others 1 alleged my ill-health as 
an ex :use, and I left the same morning. 

My departure caused some stir, and was generally censured. 



much easier to accuse me of a foolish pride, and tins more 
readily allayed the jealousy of all who felt they would not have 
acted like myself. The following day, Jelyotte v/rote me a 
note, in which he gave me an account of the success of my 
piece and of the great fancy which the King himself had con- 
ceived for it. “ All day long/’ he informed me, “ his Majesty is 
continually singing, with the most execrable voice in his kingdom^ 
and utterly out of tune, J^ai perdu mon serviteur ; fat perdu tout 
mon bonheur” He added that, in a fortnight, a second perform- 
ance of the Devin was to be given, which would establish in the 
eyes of all the public the complete success of the first. 

Two days later, as I was going to supper at Madame d’Epinay’s, 
about nine o’clock in the evening, a coach passed me at the door. 
Someone inside made a sign to me to get in. I did so ; the person 
was Diderot. He spoke to me about the pension more warmly 
than I should have expected a philosopher to speak on such a 
subject. He did not regard my unwillingness to be presented to 
the King as an offence ; but he considered my indifference about 
the pension as a terrible crime. He said to me that, even if I was 
disinterested on my own account, I had no right to be so in 
regard to Madame le Vasseur and her daughter ; that I owed it to 
them to neglect no honourable means, within my reach, of pro- 
viding for their support ; and as, after all, it could not be said 
that I had refused this pension, he insisted that, since there 
appeared a disposition to bestow it upon me, I ought to ask for it 
and obtain it, at any cost. Although I felt touched by his zeal, 
I was unable to approve of his principles, and we had a lively 
discussion on the subject, the first which had ever occurred 
between us. All our subsequent disputes were of the same kind, 
he dictating to me what he maintained I ought to do, wliile I as 
firmly refused, because I did not believe it was my duty. 

It was late when we separated. I wanted to take him with 
me to supper at Madame d’Epinay’s, but he would not go ; and, 
in spite of the efforts which the desire of bringing together those 
whom I regard with affection caused me to make from time to 
time, to induce him to visit her — I even went so far as to take 
her to his door, which he refused to open to us — he always 
declined to see her, and never spoke of her except with great 
contempt. It was only after my disagreement with both that 
they became intimate, and that he began to speak of her with 
respect. 

From that time Diderot and Grimm seemed to make it their 



ob ect to set the gouverneuses ^ against me, by giving them to 
un ierstand that, if they were not better off, it was entirely my 
fai It, and that they would never do any good with me. They 
tri to induce them to leave me, and promised them, through 
dame d’Epinay’s interest, a license to sell salt, or a tobacco- 
nu t’s shop, and I kilow not what besides. They even tried to 
dr t,g Duclos and Holbach into their alliance, but the former 
pe "sistently refused to join them. At the time I had some notion 
of their intrigues, but I only learned them clearly a long time 
af erwards, and I often had reason to lament the blind and 
in iiscreet zeal of my friends, who, in endeavouring to reduce 
m in my ill-health, to a state of most melancholy isolation, 
in agined that they were doing their utmost to make me happy 
b;i the very means which, beyond all others, were most adapted 
tc make me utterly miserable. 

[1753.] — In the following carnival, the Devin was played at 
P iris, and, during the interval, I had time to compose the 
o^ ’erture and divertissement. The latter, as it was designed and 
engraved, was intended to keep up a sustained and connected 
a :tion from one end of the piece to the other, which, in my judg- 
n ent, gave opportunities for very agreeable tableaux. But, when 
I proposed this idea at the Opera, I was not even listened to, 
a id I was obliged to patch together songs and dances in the 
dinary manner. The result was that the divertissement, although 
11 of charming ideas, which certainly did not damage the effect 
the scenes, only enjoyed a very moderate success. I struck 
t Jelyotte’s recitative and restored my own in its original form 
s it is engraved ; and this recitative, somewhat Frenchified, 
confess — that is to say, drawled out by the actors — far from 
ffe^jding anyone, was as successful as the music, and was con- 
idered, even by the people, equally well composed. I dedicated 
ly piece to M. Duclos, who had taken it under his protection, 
nd declared that this should be my only dedication. However, 
wrote a second with his consent ; but he must have thought 
imself still more honoured by the exception than if I had written 
one at all. 

I could relate a number of anecdotes about this piece, but 
nore important matters which I must mention do not allow me 
ime to dwell upon them here ; I may, perhaps, on a future 
)Ccasion return to them in a supplement. One, however, I must 
nention, which may have reference to all that follows. I was 
me day looking over the Baron d’Holbach’s music in his study. 



After I had looked through a number of pieces of different kinds, 
he showed me a collection of pieces for the piano, and said, 
“ These were written especially for me ; they are very tasteful, 
and well-suited for singing. No one is acquainted with them, or 
shall ever see them, except myself. You ought to select one, and 
introduce it into your divertissement.^^ As' I already had in my 
mind far more subjects for airs and symphonies than I could ever 
make use of, I cared very little about his. However, he pressed 
me so earnestly that, to oblige him, I selected a shepherd’s song, 
which I abridged and altered into a trio, for the entry of Colette’s 
companions. Some months afterwards, while the Devin was still 
running, on going into Grimm’s rooms, I found a nuvnber of 
people round his piano, from which he hastily got up on my 
arrival. Looking mechanically at his music-stand, I saw the 
identical collection of Baron d’Holbach, open exactly at the piece 
which he had pressed me to take, while assuring me that it should 
never leave his hands. Some time afterwards, I saw the same 
collection open on M. d’Epinay’s piano, one day when there 
was some music at his house. Neither Grimm nor anyone else 
ever spoke to me about this air, and I should have said nothing 
about it myself, if it had not been rumoured, some time after- 
,, wards, that I was not the author of the Devin du Village. As I 
was never a great instrumentalist, I am convinced that, had it 
not been for my “ Dictionary of Music,” it would at last have 
been said that I knew nothing about the subject.^ 

Some time before the Devin du Village was performed, some 
Italian comedians had arrived at Paris, and were ordered to play 
at the Opera. The effect which they were destined to produce 
could not be foreseen. Although they were detestable, and the 
orchestra, at that time very ill-trained, mutilated to its heart’s 
content the pieces which they performed, they nevertheless 
fatally injured the French Opera. The comparison of the two 
kinds of music, heard the same day at the same theatre, opened 
the French ears ; none of them could endure their drawling music 
after the lively and pronounced accentuation of the Italian ; as 
soon as the comedians had finished, everyone left the house. It 
was found necessary to change the order of representation, ^and 
to put off the performance of the comedians to the last. Egle, 
Pygmalion j and Le Sylphe were played ; nothing held its ground. 
The Devin du Village alone could bear comparison, and was 
listened to with pleasure, even after the Serva padrona. When I 

1 I could not foresee that, in spite of the " Dictionary,” this would really 
be said of me. 



;oniposed my interlude, I had my head full of these pieces, 
xm borrowed my ideas from them ; but I was far from sus- 
pec ting that my piece would be criticised by the side of them, 
if [ had been a plagiarist, how many thefts would then have 
be( n detected, and how eagerly would they have been pointed 
DU ! But nothing of the kind was discovered ; all attempts to 
[in :1 in my music the slightest reminiscence of any other were in 
va. n ; and all my songs, when compared with the supposed 
ari finals, were found to be as new as the character of the music 
wl ich I had created. If Mondonville or Rameau had been forced 
to submit to such a test, they would not have escaped without 
be ing torn to shreds. The comedians gained some very ardent 
3u pport for Italian music. Paris was divided into two parties, 
m )re violently opposed than if it had been a matter of religion or 
of an affair of State. One, the more numerous and influential, 
cemposed of the great, the wealthy, and the ladies, supported 
tl e French music ; the other, more lively, more proufd, and more 
ei :thusiastic, was composed of real connoisseurs, persons of talent, 
a: id men of genius. This little group assembled at the Opera, 
u ider the Queen’s box. The other party filled the rest of the pit 
a id house ; but its chief meeting-place was under the King’s box. 
I his was the origin of these celebrated party names, “ King’s 
c >rner ” and “ Queen’s corner.” The dispute, as it became more 
a limated, gave rise to several brochures. If the “ King’s 
c irner ” attempted to be witty, it was ridiculed by the “ Petit 
I roph^te ” ; if it attempted to argue, it was crushed by the 
‘ Lettre sur la musique Frangaise.” These two little pamphlets, 
I y Grimm and myself respectively, are all that have survived 
he quarrel ; all the rest are already forgotten. 

But the “ Petit Proph^te,” which, in spite of my denial, was 
or a long time attributed to me, was taken as a joke, and did 
lot bring the least annoyance upon its author, whereas the 
^ Lettre sur la musique ” was taken seriously and roused against 
ne the whole nation, which considered itself insulted in its music. 
\ description of the incredible effect of this brochure would be 
vorthy of the pen of Tacitus. It was the time of the great quarrel 
Detween Parliament and clergy. The Parliament had just been 
Danished ; the ferment was at its height ; everything pointed to 
[m approaching outburst. From the moment the brochure ap- 
peared, all other quarrels were at once forgotten ; nothing was 
thought of, except the perilous condition of French music, and 
the only outburst was against myself. It was such that the 
nation has never quite recovered from it. At Court, the only 


doubt was whether the Bastille or exile should be the punish 
ment ; and the Royal warrant of arrest would have been drawn 
up, had not M. de Voyer shown the ridiculous aspect of the affair. 
Anyone who sees it stated that this brochure possibly prevented 
a revolution in the State will believe that he is dreaming. It is, 
however, an actual truth, which all Paris can still attest, since 
it is at the present day no more than fifteen years since this 
singular incident took place. 

Although my liberty was not attacked, I was unsparingly 
insulted, and even my life was in danger. The Opera orchestra 
entered into an honourable conspiracy to assassinate me when 
I left the theatre. Being informed of this, I only attended the 
Opera more frequently than before, and it was not until a long 
time afterwards that I learned that M. Ancelet, an officer in 
the Musketeers, who was friendly disposed towards me, had pre- 
vented the plot from being carried out, by causing me to be 
protected, unknown to myself, when I left the theatre. The 
city had recently taken over the management of the Opera. 
The first exploit of the Prevbt des Marchands was to deprive me 
of my free pass, in the most uncivil manner possible, by publicly 
refusing me admission when I presented myself, so that I was 
obliged to takea ticket for the amphitheatre to avoid the mortifica- 
tion of going back. The injustice was the more outrageous, as 
the only recompense I had stipulated for, when I gave up my 
rights in the piece, was a free pass for life ; for, although this 
was a privilege which all authors enjoyed — and I had thus a 
double claim to it — I nevertheless expressly stipulated for it in 
M. Duclos's presence. It is true that fifty louts were sent to me 
through the treasurer of the Opera by way of honorarium, which 
I had not asked for ; but, besides that these fifty louts were not 
even equal to the amount which was due to me according to 
the regulations, this payment had nothing to do with the right 
of admission, which had been formally stipulated for, and which 
was entirely independent of it. In this behaviour there was such 
a combination of injustice and brutality, that the public, 
although at the height of its animosity against me, was never- 
theless unanimously disgusted at it, and many, who had insulted 
me on the previous evening, cried out loudly on the following 
day in the house, that it was a shame to deprive an author in this 
manner of his right of admission, which he had well deserved and 
which he was even entitled to claim for two persons. So true is 
the Italian proverb, Ognun' ama la giustizia in casa d^altriii. 

Under these circumstances, I had only one course to take — 


to iiemand the return of my work, since the recompense agreed 
, up )n was withheld. I wrote to that effect to M. d’Argenson, who 
ha 1 control of the Opera, adding to my letter an unanswerable 
m< morandum. Letter and memorandum both remained unan- 
swered, and produced no effect. This unjust man’s silence 
w( unded me deeply, and did not tend to increase the very 
m iderate opinion which I had always entertained of his charac- 
te ‘ and ability. Thus the Opera kept my piece and defrauded me 
of the recompense for which I had surrendered my rights in it. 
B ^tween the weak and the strong, this would be called robbery ; 
b« tween the strong and the weak, it is simply called the appro- 
p: iation of what belongs to one’s neighbour. 

As for the pecuniary profits of this work, although it did not 
b ing me in a quarter of what it would have brought in in the 
h inds of another, they were, nevertheless, large enough to enable 
me to live upon them for several years, and to make up for the 
continued ill-success of my copying. I received a hundred louts 
ffom the King, fifty from Madame de Pompadour for the per- 
formance at Bellevue, at which she herself took the part of 
dolin, fifty from the Opera, and five hundred f rancs from Pissot 
f :)r the engraving, so that this interlude, which cost me no more 
t han five or six weeks’ work, in spite of my ill-luck and s^tupidity 
1 rought me in almost as much as my “ Emile,” on which I spent 
1 wenty years of meditation and three years of labour. But I paid 
< [early for the pecuniary ease which this piece procured me by 
he endless annoyance which it brought upon me. It was the 
!;erm of the secret jealousies, which did not break out until long 
ifterw^ards. From the time of its success, I no longer found in 
jrimm, Diderot, or, with few exceptions, in any of the men of 
etters with whom I was acquainted, the cordiality, the frankness, 
)r pleasure in my society, which I believed I had hitherto found 
in them. As soon as I appeared at the Baron’s, the conversation 
ceased to be general. Those present collected in small groups 
and whispered together, so that I was left alone, without knowing 
wEom to speak to. For a long time I endured this mortifying 
neglect, and, finding that Madame d’HoIbach, who was gentle and 
amiable, always received me kindly, I put up with her husband’s 
rudeness as long as it was possible. One day, however, he 
attacked me without reason or excuse, and with such brutality — 
in the presence of Diderot, who never said a word, and of 
Margency, who has often told me since then, that he admired the 
gentleness and moderation of my answers — that at last, driven 
away by this unworthy treatment, I left his house, resolved never 


to enter it again. However, this did not prevent me from always 
speaking respectfully of himself and his house ; while he never 
expressed himself in regard to me in other than most insulting 
and contemptuous terms. He never spoke of me except as the 
little cuistre^ without, however, being able to point to a single 
wrong of any kind which I had ever done to him or anyone in 
whom he took an interest. This was the manner in which he 
fulfilled my predictions and my fears. As for myself, I believe 
that my friends would have forgiven me for writing books — even 
excellent books — because such a reputation was attainable by 
themselves ; but they were unable to forgive me for having com- 
posed an opera, or for its brilliant success, because not one of 
them was capable of following the same career, or aspiring to the 
same honour. Duclos alone, superior to such jealousy, seemed 
to become even more attached to me. He introduced me to 
Mademoiselle Quinault, by whom I was treated with as much 
attention, politeness, and friendliness as I had found wanting at 
the Baron’s house. 

While the Devin was being played at the Opera, its author 
was also discussed at the Comedie Frangaise, but somewhat 
less favourably. Having vainly attempted, during seven or 
eight years, to get my Narcisse performed at the Italian Opera, 
I became disgusted with this theatre, since the actors per- 
formed so badly in French pieces, and I should have been 
glad to get my piece accepted at the Com6die Frangaise 
rather than at the Italian Opera. I mentioned my wish to La 
Noue, the comedian, whose acquaintance I had made, and 
who, as is well known, was an author and an accomplished 
man. He was pleased with Narcisse, and undertook to get it 
performed anonymously ; meanwhile, he procured me a pass, 
which was a great pleasure to me, since I have always pre- 
ferred the Theatre Frangais to the other two. The piece was 
received with applause, and performed without the author’s 
name being given ; but I have reason to believe that the 
actors and many others were not ignorant who it was. Mesde- 
moiselles Gaussin and Grandval played the love-parts ; and 
although in my opinion the performance showed a lack of 
intelligence generally, it could not be called absolutely bad. 
However, I was surprised and touched by the indulgence of 
the public, who had the patience to listen quietly from be- 
ginning to end, and even to allow it to be performed a second 
time, without exhibiting the least signs of impatience. As 
1 Corresponding somewhat to a “ college servitor.” 
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I cried aloud to them with a feeble voice which they could not 
hear, ‘‘ Fools, who continually complain of Nature, learn that 
you bring all your misfortunes upon yourselves/^ 

The result of these meditations was the “ Essay on In- 
equality,” a work which was more to Diderot’s taste than any 
of my other writings. He gave most useful advice concerning 
it,^ but it only found few readers in Europe who understood it, 
and none of the latter ever chose to speak of it. It was written 
as a prize competition : I sent it, feeling certain beforehand that 
it would be unsuccessful, as I knew well that the prizes of 
Academies were not intended for works of the kind. 

This excursion and occupation were beneficial to my health 
and temper. Several years before, tortured by my retention of 
urine, I had put myself unreservedly into the physicians’ hands, 
and they, without alleviating my sufferings, had exhausted my 
strength and undermined my constitution. After my return from 
Saint-Germain, I found myself stronger and better. I took the 
hint, and determined to recover or die without the assistance of 
physicians or drugs. I said good-bye to them for ever, and 
began to live without any fixed rules, remaining quiet when I 
could not walk, and walking as soon as I was strong enough to 
do so. Life in Paris, amongst pretentious people, was little to 
my taste ; the cabals of men of letters, their shameful quarrels, 
their lack of candour as exhibited in their books, the haughty 
airs they gave themselves in society, were all so hateful to me 
and so antipathetic, I found so little gentleness, open-hearted- 
ness, and frankness, even in the society of my friends, that, dis- 
gusted with this tumultuous life, I became to long earnestly for 
residence in the country ; and, as I saw no prospect of my pro- 
fession allowing me to settle there, I hastened to spend in it at 
least the few hours which I had to spare. For several months, at 
first after dinner, I used to go for a walk by myself in the Bois 
de Boulogne, to think over subjects for future works, and did not 
return till nightfall. 

I At the time when I wrote these words, I had no suspicion of Diderot’s 
and Grimm’s great conspiracy othenvise I should easily liave seen how the 
former abused my confidence, in order to give my writings the harsh tone 
and air of glooininess which ceased to be found in them when he no longer 
guided me. The description of the philosopher who, in the course of an 
argument, stops up his ears, in order to harden himself against the com- 
plaints of a man in distress, is in his style ; and he had supplied me with 
several others, even still stronger, which I could never bring myself to use. 
But, as I attributed to his confinement in the donjon of Vincennes this 
melancholy tinge, which may be found again, in considerable proportions 
in his “ Clairval,” it never occurred to me to suspect any evil intention. 
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jseiore i leit raris, i naa SKetcnea ine aeaicaiion oi my 
“ I ssay on Equality.” I finished it at Chamberi, and dated it 
fro n that place, thinking it better, in order to avoid all un- 
pie isantness, not to date it either from France or Geneva. On 
my arrival in this city, I gave myself up to the republican en- 
thi siasm which had led me there. This enthusiasm was increased 
by the reception I met with. Feted and made much of by all 
cla: ses, I abandoned myself entirely to patriotic zeal, and, 
ashamed of being excluded from my rights as a citizen by the 
prclession of a religion different from that of my fathers, I 
res )lved publicly to return to the latter. As the Gospel was the 
sari le for every Christian, and as the essential part of the doctrine 
onl f differed in the attempts of different people to explain what 
the Y were unable to understand, I said to myself that, in each 
cor ntry, it was the right of the Sovereign alone to define the 
mainer of worship and to settle this unintelligible dogma, and 
that it was consequently the duty of every good citizen to 
accept the dogma and to follow the manner of worship pre- 
scri bed by the law. Constant association with the encyclopae- 
dis s, far from shaking my faith, had strengthened it, in 
cor sequence of my natural aversion to quarrels and schism. The 
stu iy of man and the universe had everywhere shown me the 
finel causes and the intelligence which directed them.. The 
rea ling of the Bible, especially the Gospels, to which I had for 
sev sral years devoted myself, had taught me to despise the low 
anc foolish interpretations given to the teaching of Jesus Christ 
by persons utterly unworthy of understanding it. In a word, 
phi osophy, while firmly attaching me to what was essential in 
reli pon, had released me from the petty and rubbishy forms 
wit 1 which it has been obscured. Believing that, for an intelli- 
gen “ man, there could not be two ways of being a Christian, I 
alsc believed that all religious form and discipline, in each country, 
can e under the jurisdiction of the law. From this reasonable, 
sod al, and pacific principle, which has brought upon me such 
cruel persecutions, it followed that, if I desired to become a 
citi: :en, I ought to be a Protestant, and to return to the religion 
of my country. I accordingly determined to do so. I even 
subnitted to the instructions of the pastor of the parish, in 
whi-h I was staying, which was outside the city. I only 
desi red not to be obliged to appear before the consistory. How- 
eve , the ecclesiastical law was definite in regard to this ; but 
they were kind enough to make an exemption in my favour, 
and a commission of five or six members ^w'as appointed to 


Perdriau, the minister, a mild and amiable man, with whom I 
was on friendly terms, took it into his head to tell me that 
they were delighted at the idea of hearing me speak in this 
little assembly. The expectation of this so alarmed me, that, 
after having studied, night and day, for three weeks, a little 
speech which I had prepared, I became so confused at the 
moment when I had to deliver it, that I was unable to utter 
a single word of it, and, at this meeting, I behaved like the 
most stupid schoolboy. The members of the commission spoke 
for me ; I answered “ Yes and “ No ” like a fool ; after which 
I was admitted to the Communion, and reinstated in my rights 
as a citizen. I was enrolled as such in the list of the civic 
guards, who are paid by the citizens and full burgesses only, 
and I attended an extraordinary general council, to receive 
the oath from the syndic^ Mussard. I was so touched by 
the kindness shown to me on this occasion by the Council 
and consistory, and by the courteous and polite behaviour of 
ail the magistrates, ministers, and citizens, that, persuaded by 
the persistent entreaties of the excellent Deluc, and influenced 
still more by my own inclinations, I decided only to return to 
Paris to break up my establishment, arrange my little business 
matters, find a situation for Madame le Vasseur and her 
husband or provide for their wants, and then to return with 
Ther^se and settle at Geneva for the rest of my life. 

This resolution once taken, I suspended all serious occupa- 
tions, in order to enjoy myself with my friends, until it was time 
to set out for Paris. Of all my amusements, that which pleased 
me most was rowing round the lake with Deluc, his daughter-in- 
law, his two sons, and my Therese. We spent seven days in 
this excursion, in the most beautiful weather. I preserved the 
liveliest recollection of the spots which had delighted me at the 
other end of the lake, and which I described some years later in 
the “ Nouvelle Heloise.” 

The principal connections which I formed at Geneva, beside 
the Deiucs whom I have mentioned, were : the young minister 
Vernes, whose acquaintance I had already made in Paris, and of 
whom I had a better opinion than he afterwards justified ; M. 
Perdriau, at that time a country pastor, now professor of belles- 
lettres, whose pleasant and agreeable society I shall ever regret, 
although he has since thought it the proper thing to break ofi 
the acquaintance ; M. Jalabert, professor of physics, since then 
1 Syndic : the head of a corporation. 



coun: eiior ariu syiiuic^tu wiiuiii i retiu iiiy x^issayori inequaiiiy 
(omitting the dedication), with which he appeared delighted ; 
Profc 3sor Lullin, with whom I kept up a correspondence up to the 
time of his death, and who even commissioned me' to purchase 
some books for the library ; Professor Vernet, who turned his 
back upon me, like the rest of the world, after I had shown him 
proof mf attachment and friendship, which ought to have touched 
him, ;f a theologian could be touched by anything ; Chappuis, 
clerk md successor to Gauffecourt, whom he desired to supplant, 
and ^ /’ho was soon afterwards supplanted himself ; Marcet de 
Mezie res, an old friend of my father, who had also shown himself 
mine; but who, after having formerly deserved well of his country, 
became a dramatic author and candidate for the Two Hundred, 
changed his opinions, and made himself ridiculous before his 
death But the acquaintance from whom I hoped most was 
Moul ou — a young man whose talents and ardent spirit aroused 
the greatest expectations. I have always felt an affection for 
him, although his conduct towards myself has often been sus* 
picioi :s, and he is on intimate terms with my bitterest enemies ; 
but, notwithstanding all this, I cannot prevent myself from 
looking upon him as one day destined to become the defender 
of my memory, and the avenger of his friend. 

In the midst of these amusements, I neither lost the taste 
for mg solitary walks, nor discontinued them. I frequently took 
long ‘ambles on the shores of the lake, during which my brain, 
accus tomed to work, did not remain idle. I worked up the out- 
line ( f my “ Institutions Politiques,” of which I shall have to 
speal presently. I projected a “ Plistoire du Valais ” — a tragedy 
in pr )se, the subject of which was nothing less than Lucretia, 
by w lich I hoped to crush the scoffers, although I ventured to 
mtro< luce this unfortunate woman on the stage again at a time 
when she was no longer possible at any French theatre. I also 
tried my hand at Tacitus, and made a translation of the first 
book of the Histories, which will be found amongst my papers. 

After four months’ stay at Geneva, I returned to Paris in 
Octol icr, avoiding Lyons, so as not to meet Gauffecourt. As I 
did n :)t intend to return to Geneva until the following spring, I 
resun ed, during the winter, my usual habits and occupations, 
the c lief of which was the correction of the proofs of my “ Dis- 
cours 5 on Inequality,” which was being published in Holland by 
Rey, whose acquaintance I had recently made at Geneva. As 
this work was dedicated to the Republic, and this dedication 
migh : be displeasing to the Council, T waited to see the effect it 


favourable to me ; and this dedication^ which had been dictated 
solely by the purest patriotism, made enemies for me in the 
Council, and brought upon me the jealousy of some of the 
citizens. M. Chouet, at that time chief syndic, wrote me a polite, 
but cold, letter, which will be found in my collection (Packet A, 
No. 3). From private individuals, amongst others Deluc and 
Jalabert, I received a few compliments, and that was all ; I did 
not find that a single Genevese really thanked me for the hearty 
zeal which was to be found in the work. This indifference shocked 
all those who observed it. I remember that, one day, at Clichy, 
when I was dining with Madame Dupin in company with Crom- 
melin, minister of the Republic, and M. de Mairan, the latter 
openly declared that the Council owed me a reward and public 
honours for this work, and that it would disgrace itself if it 
failed to do its duty. Crommelin, who was a dark and vulgarly 
spiteful little man, did not venture to make any answer in my 
presence, but he made a frightful grimace, which caused Madame 
Dupin to smile. The only advantage, besides the satisfaction it 
afforded my heart, which I obtained from this work, was the 
title of “ citizen,” which was bestowed upon me by my friends 
and afterwards by the public, which I afterwards lost from having 
deserved it too well. 

However, this ill-success would not have kept me from carry- 
ing out my intention of retiring to Geneva, had not motives, 
which had greater influence over my heart, contributed to this 
result. M. d’Epinay, being desirous of adding a wing which was 
wanting to the chateau of La Chevrette, went to extraordinary 
expense to finish it. One day, having gone, in company with 
Madame d’Epinay, to see the works, we continued our w'alk a 
quarter of a league further, as far as the reservoir of the waters of 
the park, which adjoined the forest of Montmorency, where there 
was a pretty kitchen-garden, attached to which was a small and 
very dilapidated cottage, called the Hermitage. This solitary and 
agreeable spot had struck my attention when I saw it for the 
first time before my journey to Geneva. In my transport,! let fall 
the exclamation, “ Ah, madam, what a delightful place to live 
in ! Here is a refuge ready made for me.” Madame d’Epinay did 
not take much notice of my words at the time ; but, on this 
second visit, I was quite surprised to find, in place of the old 
ruins, a little house almost entirely new, very nicely arranged, 
and very habitable for a small establishment of three persons. 
Madame d’Epinay had had the work carried out quietly and at 



very trifling expense, by taking some materials and some of the 
worlmen from the chateau. When she saw my surprise, she 
said, “ There, Mr. Bear, there is your asylum ; you chose it ; 
frien iship offers it to you. I hope that it will put an end to your 
crue' idea of separating from me.” I do not believe that I have 
ever felt more deeply or more delightfully touched ; I bathed 
with my tears the beneficent hand of my friend ; and, if I was not 
vane uished from that moment, I was sorely shaken in my reso- 
luticii. Madame d’Epinay, who was unwilling to be beaten, 
beca :ne so pressing, employed so many different means, and so 
man j persons, in order to get over me — even enlisting Madame 
le V 3,sseur and her daughter in her service — that she finally 
triui iphed over my resolutions. Abandoning the idea of settling 
in ny native country, I decided, and promised^ to live in the 
Her: nitage ; and, while the building was getting dry, she under- 
took to see after the furniture, so that ail was ready for occupa- 
tion the following spring. 

0 le thing which greatly contributed to confirm my resolution, 
was the fact that Voltaire had settled in the neighbourhood 
of G eneva. I knew that this man would cause a revolution 
thers ; that I should find again'in my own country the tone, the 
airs, and the manners which drove me from Paris ; that I should 
ha Vi I to maintain a perpetual struggle ; and that no other choice 
wou d be left to me, except to behave either as an insufferable 
pedant, or as a coward and a bad citizen. The letter which 
Voll aire wrote to me about my last work caused me to hint at my 
app ehensions in my reply ; the effect which it produced con- 
firm :jd them. From that moment I looked upon Geneva as lost, 
and I was not mistaken. I ought perhaps to have defied the storm, 
if I bad felt that I was capable of doing so. But what could I, 
timi d, and a poor speaker, have done unaided against one who 
was arrogant, wealthy, supported by the credit of the great, 
brilliantly eloquent, and already the idol of the women and 
you ig men ? I was afraid of exposing my courage uselessly to 
dan yer ; I only listened to the voice of my naturally peaceable 
disp osition, and my love of tranquillity which, if it deceived me 
thej i, still deceives me at the present day in this particular. By 
reti ing to Geneva, I should have spared myself great mis- 
fort .ines ; but I doubt whether, with all my ardent and patriotic 
zeal, I should have done anything great or serviceable to my 
cou itry. 

1 ronchin, who, nearly about the same time, settled at Geneva, 
can ,e to Paris some time afterwards to play the quack, and 


brought away some of its treasures. On his arrival, he came to 
see me with the Chevalier de Jancourt. Madame d’Epinay was 
very anxious to consult him privately, but it was difficult to get 
through the crowd. She had recourse to me, and I induced him to 
go and see her. Thus, under my auspices, they commenced a con- 
nection, which, later, they strengthened at my expense. Such 
has ever been my lot ; no sooner have I brought together 
separate friends of my own, than they have infallibly combined 
against me. Although, in the conspiracy, which the Tronchins 
from that time entered into, to reduce their country to a state of 
servitude, they must all have felt a mortal hatred towards me, the 
doctor for a long time continued to show me proofs of his good- 
will. He even wrote to me after his return to Geneva, offering me 
the post of honorary librarian. But my mind was made up, and 
this offer did not shake my resolution. 

At this time I returned to M. d’Holbach. The reason for 
my visit was the death of his wife, which had taken place during 
my stay at Geneva. Madame Francueil had also died during 
the same interval. Diderot, when informing me of the death of 
Madame d’Holbach, spoke of the husband’s deep affliction. 
His grief touched my heart, and I myself regretted this amiable 
woman. I wrote to M. d’Holbach a letter of condolence. The 
sad event made me forget all his injustice ; and, when I returned 
from Geneva, and he himself came back from a tour through 
France, which he had made in company with Grimm and some 
other friends to divert his thoughts from his sorrow, I went 
to visit him, and continued to do so until my departure for the 
Hermitage. When it became known in his circle that Madame 
d’Epinay, with whom he was not yet acquainted, was preparing 
a dwelling-place for me, sarcasms fell upon me thick as hail ; it 
was said that, unable to live without the flattery and amusements 
of the city, I could not endure to remain even a fortnight in 
solitude. Conscious of my real feelings, I let them say what they 
pleased, and went my way. Nevertheless, M. d’Holbach helped 
me to find a place for good old Le Vasseur,^ who was over 
eighty years of age, and whose wife, feeling the burden too heavy 
for her, continually begged me to relieve her of it. He was put 

1 Here is an instance of the tricks which my memory plays me. Long 
after writing this, I have just learnt, while talking with my wife about her 
good old father, that it was not M. d’Holbach, but M. de Chenonceaux, at 
that time one of the Committee of the Hotel Dieu,* who procured him the 
place. I had so completely forgotten him, and had so lively a recollection 
of M. d’Holbach, that I could have sworn that it had been he. 

• The oldest hospital in Paris. — T r. 



iniu c puuriioust;, wiicre ins great age, aiiu ms griei at nnaing 
himsflf separated from his family, brought him to the grave 
almo' t as soon as he was admitted. His wife and children felt but 
little regret for him, but Ther^se, who loved him fondly, has 
never consoled herself for his loss, and has never forgiven herself 
for al owing him, when so near his end, to finish his days at a 
distal ce from her. 

Ab )ut the same time. I received a visit which I little expected, 
althoi igh from an old acquaintance. I speak of my friend Venture 
who s arprised me one fine morning, when he was the last person 
I was thinking of. He had a companion with him. How changed 
he ap peared to be ! Instead of his former graceful manners, 
I onlj found in him a general air of dissipation, which prevented 
me fr;)m opening my heart to him. Either my eyes were no 
longei the same, or debauchery had stupefied his intellect, 
or els ; all his early brilliancy had depended upon the brilliancy 
of youth, which he no longer possessed. I treated him almost 
with ndifference, and we parted rather coolly. But, after he 
had 1( ft, the remembrance of our former intimacy so vividly re- 
called the recollections of my own youth, so delightfully and so 
comp] etely devoted to the angelic woman who was now no less 
chang ;;d than himself, the little incidents of that happy time, the 
romai tic day’s journey to Toune, spent so innocently and delight- 
fully i 1 the company of the two charming girls whose only favour 
had b :en a kiss of the hand, which, nevertheless, had left behind 
such 1 vely, touching and lasting regret ; all the delightful trans- 
ports :)f a young heart, which I had then felt in all their force, 
and V hich I thought were gone for ever ; all these tender 
remin scences made me weep for my past youth and its delights, 
hence; orth lost for me. Ah ! how I should have wept over their 
tardy md melancholy return, if I had foreseen the sorrow they 
were t o cost me ! 

Befure I left Paris, during the winter which preceded my 
retirer lent, I enjoyed a pleasure quite after my own heart, which 
I tast( d in all its purity. Palissot, a member of the Academy 
of Nai cy, who was known for some plays which he had written, 
had ji st had one performed at Luneville, before the King of 
PolaiK . He evidently hoped to gain favour by introducing, in 
this pi ^ce, a man who had ventured to cross pens with the King. 
Stanis aus, who was a generous man and not fond of satire, was 
indign mt that anyone should venture to introduce personalities 
in his presence. M. le Comte de Tressan wrote, by this Prince’s 
orders, to d’Alembert and myself, to inform me that it was His 


Academy. In reply, I earnestly entreated M. de Tressan to 
intercede with the King in Palissot’s favour. He was pardoned, 
and M. de Tressan, when informing me of it in the King’s name, 
added that the incident would be inserted in the records of the 
Academy. I replied that this would rather be inflicting a per- 
petual punishment than granting a pardon. At last, by dint of 
entreaties, I succeeded in obtaining a promise, that the whole 
affair should be kept out of the records, and that no trace of it 
should appear in public. The promise was accompanied, both 
on the part of the King and of M. de Tressan, by protestations 
of esteem and regard, which flattered me exceedingly ; and I felt 
on this occasion, that the esteem of those, who are so worthy of 
it themselves, produce in the soul a feeling far sweeter and nobler 
than that of vanity. I have inserted in my collection the letters 
of M. de Tressan, together with my replies. The originals will 
be found in Bundle A, Nos. 9, 10 and ii. 

I quite feel that, if these Memoirs ever see the light, I am 
here perpetuating the memory of an incident, all traces of which 
I desired to efface ; but I have handed down many other inci- 
dents to posterity with equal reluctance. The great object of my 
undertaking, which is ever before my eyes,' the indispensable 
duty of carrying it out in its fullest extent, will not permit me to 
be turned aside from my purpose by unimportant considerations, 
which would divert me from my object. In my singular and 
unique situation,! owe too much to truth to owe any thing further 
to anyone else. In order to know me well, one must know me 
in all my aspects, both good and bad. My Confessions are neces- 
sarily connected with those of many others. I make both with 
equal frankness in all that relates to myself, as I do not think 
that I am bound to treat anyone else with greater consideration 
than myself, although I should certainly like to do so. I desire 
to be always just and truthful, to say as much good of others 
as I can, only to speak evil when it concerns myself, and when 
I am compelled to do so. Who, in the position in which I have 
been placed by the world, has the right to demand more from 
me ? My Confessions are not written to appear during my life- 
time, or that of the persons concerned in them. If I were the 
master of my own destiny and of that of this work, it should not 
see the light until long after my death and their own. But the 
efforts, which the dread of truth causes my powerful oppressors 
to make, in order to efface all traces of it, force me to do all 
that the most scrupulous fairness and the strictest sense of justice 


me, in order to preserve these traces. If the remembrance 
were destined to die with me, rather than compromise any- 
would, without a murmur, endure an unjust and momentary .. 
iny ; but, since my name is destined to live, it is incumbent | 
me to endeavour to hand down with it the remembrance of I 
nfortunate man who bore it — such as he really was, not such \ 
unjust enemies incessantly endeavour to represent liim. i 


BOOK rx 

[1756] 

I WAS SO impatient to take up my abode in the Hermitage, that I 
could not wait for the return of fine weather ; and, as soon as my 
new home was ready, I hastened to betake myself thither, amidst 
the loud ridicule of the Holbachian clique, who openly predicted 
that I should not be able to endure three months’ solitude, and 
that they would soon see me returning to confess my failure and 
live in Paris as they did. I myself, who had been for fifteen years 
out of my element, and now saw that I was on the point of re- 
turning to it, took no notice of their raillery. Ever since I had 
been thrown into the world against my will, I had not ceased to 
regret my dear Charmettes, and the blissful life which I had led 
there. I felt that I was born for the country and retirement ; it 
was impossible for me to live happily anywhere else. At Venice, 
amidst the bustle of public business, in the position of a kind ,of 
diplomatic representative, in my proud hopes and schemes of 
promotion ; at Paris — in the whirl of high society, in the sensual 
enjoyment of suppers, in the brilliant spectacles of the theatre, 
in the cloud of vain-glory which surrounded me — the recollection 
of my groves, brooks, and solitary walks was ever present to 
distract and sadden me, to draw from me sighs of longing and 
regret. All the toil to which I had been able to subject myself, 
all the ambitious schemes which, by fits and starts, had roused 
my zeal, had no other end in view but that of one day enjoying 
the happy country ease, to which at that moment I flattered 
myself I had attained. Without having acquired the respectable 
independence wliich I considered could alone lead me to it, I 
considered that, owing to my peculiar position, I was able to 
dispense with it, and to reach the same end by quite a different 
road. I had no income whatever ; but I had a name, I possessed 
ability. I was temperate and had freed myself from the most 
expensive wants, which are satisfied in obedience to popular 
opinion. Besides, although indolent, I could work hard when 
I chose ; and my indolence was not so much that of a confirmed 
idler as of an independent person, who only cares to work when 
he is in the humour for it. My copying was neither a brilliant 
nor a lucrative employment, but it was certain. The world 
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apj roved of my courage in having chosen it. I could always 
fee] sure of work^ and, if I worked hard, of earning sufficient to 
live upon. Two thousand francs, the remains of the profits of 
the Devin du Village and my other writings, was a sufficient 
cap ital to keep me from being pushed for money for some time, 
anc several works which I had in hand promised me, without 
bei ig obliged to draw upon the booksellers, a sufficient addition 
to ny funds to enable me to work comfortably without over- 
exerting myself and even to employ to advantage the leisure of 
my walks. My little household, consisting of three people, who 
weie all usefully employed, was not very expensive to keep up. 
In ffiort, my resources, which corresponded to my wants and 
des res, bade fair to promise me lasting happiness in the life 
wh ch my inclination had chosen for me. 

I might have thrown myself entirely into the most lucrative 
pat li, and, instead of lowering my pen to copying, I might have 
de%|oted it entirely to writings, which, in the flight which I had 
tak m, and which I felt myself capable of continuing, might have 
enabled me to live in opulence, even in luxury, if only I had 
bee :i disposed to combine, in the smallest degree, an author’s 
tricks with carefulness to produce good books. But I felt that 
wri hngfor bread would soon have stifled my genius and destroyed 
my talents, which were more those of the heart than of the pen, 
anc arose solely from a proud and elevated manner of thinking, 
wh: ch alone could support them. Nothing great, nothing vigor- 
ous can proceed from a pen that is entirely venal. Necessity, 
per laps avarice, might have led me to write with greater rapidity 
tha :i excellence. If the need of success had not plunged me into 
cab i\s, it might have made me strive to say what might please 
the multitude, rather than what was true and useful, and instead 
of a distinguished author which I might possibly become, I should 
ha\ e ended in becoming nothing but a mere scribbler. No, no ! 
I hi ,ve always felt that the position of an author is not and ban- 
not be distinguished or respectable, except in so far as it is not 
a p: ofession. It is too difficult to think nobly, when one thinks 
onb ' in order to live. In order to be able and to venture to utter 
grej ,t truths, one must not be dependent upon success. I threw 
my books amongst the public with the sure consciousness of 
hav ing spoken for the general good, without caring for anything 
else If the work was rejected, so much the worse for those who 
reft sed to profit by it. As for myself, I did not need their ap- 
pro al in order to live ; my profession would support me, if my 
boo 'is did not sell ; and it was just this which made them sell. 
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live in a city again, for I do not reckon the brief periods for 
which I afterwards stayed in Paris, London and other cities, 
only when passing through them, or against my will. Madame 
d'Epinay took us all three in her carriage ; her farmer took 
charge of my small amount of luggage, and I was installed in 
my new home the same day. I found my little retreat arranged 
and furnished simply, but neatly and even tastefully. The hand 
which had attended to these arrangements conferred upon them 
in my eyes an inestimable value, and I found it delightful to be 
the guest of my friend, in a house of my own choice, which she 
had built on purpose for me. Although it was cold and here 
was still some snow on the ground, the earth was beginning to 
show signs of vegetation : violets and primroses could be seen, 
the buds were beginning to open on the trees, and the night of 
my arrival was marked b^y the first song of the nightingale, which 
made itself heard nearly under my window, in a wood adjoining 
the house. When I awoke, after a light sleep, forgetting my 
change of abode, I thought that I was still in the Rue de Grenelle, 
when suddenly this warbling made me start, and in my delight 
I exclaimed, “ At last all my wishes are fulfilled ! ” My first 
thought was to abandon myself to the impression caused by the 
rural objects by wliich I Was surrounded. Instead of beginning 
to set things in order in my new abode, I began by making 
arrangements for my walks ; there was not a path, not a copse, 
not a thicket, not a corner round my dwelling, which I had not 
explored by the following day. The more I examined this charm- 
ing retreat, the more I felt that it was made for me. This spot, 
solitary rather than wild, transported me in spirit to the end of 
the world. It possessed those impressive beauties which are 
rarely seen in the neighbourhood of cities ; no one, who had 
suddenly been transported there, would have believed that he 
was only four leagues from Paris. 

After having devoted some days to my rustic enthusiasm, I 
began to think about putting my papers in order and distributing 
my occupations. I set aside my mornings for copying, as I had 
always done, and my afternoons for walking, armed with my little 
note-book and pencil ; for, as I had never been able to write or 
think freely, except sub divo,^ I felt no temptation to change my 
method, and I reckoned that the forest of Montmorency, which 
was almost at my door, would in future be my study. I had 
several works already begun, and I went over them again. I was 
1 In the open air. 


I the nty, they had hitherto made but little progress, I counted 
i upo 1 being able to devote a little more attention to them when 
I 1 sh :)uld have less to distract me. I think that I have fairly ful- 
j fillei 1 this expectation ; and^ for a man who was often ill, often 
j at I a Chevrette, Epinay, Eaubonne and the Chateau of Mont- 
i moimcy^ often beset in his own house by curious idlers, and 
; alwj ys busy half the day in copying, if one counts and considers 
] the work which I produced during the six years spent at the 
i Hernitage and Montmorency, I am convinced that it will be 
j agre ed that, if I lost my time during this period, it was at least 
; not wasted in idleness. 

I 0: the different works which I had on the stocks, the one 
: whi( h I had long had in my head, at which I worked with the 
^ greatest inclination, to which I wished to devote myself all my 
5 life,! and which, in my own opinion, was to set the seal upon 
: my reputation — was my “ Institutions Politiques.’’ Thirteen or 
four teen years ago, I had conceived the idea of it, when, during 
i my stay at Venice, I had had occasion to observe the faults of 
; its r mch-vaunted system of government. Since then, my views 
; had become greatly enlarged by the historical study of morals. 

; I ha d come to see that everything was radically connected with 
■ poli ics, and that, however one proceeded, no people would be 
I oth( r than the nature of its government made it ; thus this great 
I que; tion of the best government possible appeared to me to re- 
I duc< ! itself to the following : What kind of government is best 
j ada] )ted to produce the most virtuous, the most enlightened, the 
wise St, and, in short, the best people, taking the word “ best ” in 
I its ’ ddest signification ? I thought that I perceived that this 
: que: tion was very closely connected with another, very nearly, 
I alth )ugh not quite the same. What is the government which, 
fron its nature, always keeps closest to the law ? This leads 
to t le question. What is the law and to a series of questions 
eqm ,lly important. I saw that all this led me on to great truths 
cone ucive to the happiness of the human race, above all, to 
that of my country, in which I had not found, in the journey 
i I hs d just made thither, sufficiently clear or correct notions of 
' libe] ty and the laws to satisfy me ; and I believed that this 
indi ect method of communicating them was the best suited to 
spai:i the pride of those whom it concerned, and to secure my 
own forgiveness for having been able to see a little further than 
themselves. 

A though I had been already engaged five or six years upon 



kind require meditation, leisure, and tranquillity. Besides, I 
worked at it, as the saying is, en bonne fortune,^ without com- 
municating my intention to anyone, not even to Diderot. I was 
afraid that it might appear too foolhardy, considering the age 
and country in which I wrote, and that the alarm of my friends 
would embarrass me in its execution.^ I was not yet sure whether 
it would be finished in time, and in such a manner as to admit 
of its being published during my lifetime. I wished to be able 
to devote to my subject, without restraint, all the efforts which it 
demanded of me j for I felt convinced that, as I had no satirical 
vein, and never desired to be personal, I should always be free 
from blame, if fairly judged. I naturally desired to employ to 
the full the right of thinking, which was mine by birth, but always 
in such a manner as to show respect towards the government 
under which I lived, without ever disobeying its laws ; and, while 
extremely careful not to violate the law of nations, I by no 
means intended to renounce the advantages it afforded, owing to 
any considerations of fear. I even confess that, as a stranger and 
living in France, I found my position advantageous for speaking 
the truth boldly. I knew well that, if I continued, as I intended, 
to have nothing printed in the State without permission, I was 
under no responsibility to anyone as regarded my principles and 
their publication in any other country. I should have been less 
independent even at Geneva, where the authorities had the right 
to criticise the contents of my writings wherever they might 
have been printed. This consideration had greatly contributed 
to make me 5deld to the entreaties of Madame d’Epinay, and to 
abandon my intention of settling at Geneva. I felt, as I have 
stated in my “ Emile,” that, unless a man is a born intriguer, 
he must by no means compose his books in the bosom of his 
country, if he desires to devote them to its welfare. 

What made me feel still happier was, that I was persuaded 
that the Government of France, without perhaps regarding me 
with a very favourable eye, would make it a point of honour, if 
not to protect me, at least to leave me unmolested. This appeared 

1 Secretly. 

2 It was the prudent strictness of Duclos in particular that inspired me 
with this apprehension. As for Diderot, somehow or other, all my conversa- 
tions with him always tended to make me more satirical and caustic than I 
was naturally inclined to be. This ver^ circumstance hindered me from 
consulting him in regard to an undertaking, in which I desired to employ 
nothing but the force of argument, without the least trace of irritation or 
party-feeling. The tone which I adopted in this work may be gathered 
from that of the “ Contrat Social,” which is taken from it. 


to ne a very simpie, out, nevertneiess, very ciever stroKe oi 
pol cy — to make a merit of tolerating what could not be pre* 
verted, since, if I had been driven from France, which was all 
the authorities had a right to do, my books would have been 
wri ;ten just the same, and perhaps with less reserve ; whereas, by 
leaving me undisturbed, they would keep the author as surety 
for his works ; and, further, would abolish prejudices deeply 
roo :ed in the rest of Europe, by gaining the reputation of having 
an ( inlightened respect for the rights of nations. 

I hose who judge, from the result, that my confidence deceived 
me, may be deceived themselves. In the storm which has over- 
whdmed me my books have served as an excuse, but it was 
aga nst myself personally that the attack was directed. They 
carfd little about the author, but were eager to ruin Jean 
Jac jues ; and the worst thing that could be found in my 
writings, was the honour which they might possibly pay me. 
But let us not anticipate the future. I do not know whether 
this! mystery — for such it still is to me — will subsequently be 
cleared up in the eyes of my readers. I only know that, if my 
publicly-declared principles had deserved to bring upon me the 
treatment 1 have suffered, I should have become its victim sooner, 
sine 5 the treatment of all my writings, in which these principles 
are infolded, with the greatest hardihood, not to say audacity, 
appi ared to have produced its effect even before my retire- 
men t to the Hermitage, without it having occurred to any- 
one, I will not say to pick a quarrel with me, but even to hinder 
the publication of the work in France, where it was sold as 
opei ly as in Holland. Afterwards the “ Nouvelle Heloise ” 
app(ared with no greater difficulty, and, I venture to say, with 
' the same approval ; and, what seems almost incredible, the 
prof jssion of faith of this same Heloise is exactly the same as that 
of tl e Savoyard Vicar. All that is outspoken in the “ Contrat 
Soci, d ” had formerly appeared in the “ Discours sur ITnegalite.” 
All 1 hat is outspoken in “ Emile ” had formerly appeared in 
“ Ju ie.” But these outspoken passages created no outcry 
agaii st the two earlier works, therefore it could not have been 
they which created it against the latter. 

Ai other undertaking, much of the same nature, the idea of 
whic 1 had occurred to me later, occupied my attention more 
at this moment. This was “ Selections ” from the works of the 
Abb( de Saint-Pierre, of whom I have hitherto been unable to 
spea having been carried away by the thread of my narrative. 
The idea had been suggested to me, after my return from 


intervention of Madame Dupin^ who had a sort of interest in 
getting me to take it up. She was one of the three or four 
pretty women of Paris whose spoilt child the old Abbe had 
been ; and, if she had not decidedly enjoyed the preference, 
she had at least shared it with Madame d’Aiguillon. She pre- 
served for the memory of the good old man a feeling of respect 
and affection which did honour to both, and her vanity would 
have been flattered by seeing the still-born works of her friend 
brought to life again by her secretary. These works themselves, 
however, contained some excellent things, but so badly ex- 
pressed, that it was a wearisome undertaking to read them ; and 
it is astonishing that the Abbe, who regarded his readers merely 
as grown-up children, should, nevertheless, have addressed them 
as men, to judge by the little trouble he took to gain a hearing 
from them. With this idea the task had been proposed to me, 
as useful in itself, and very suitable for a man who was an 
industrious worker, but idle as an originator, who, finding the 
effort of thinking very fatiguing, preferred, in things which were 
to his taste, to elucidate and advance the ideas of another to 
creating ideas of his own. Besides, as I did not confine myself 
to the part of a mere translator, I was not prohibited from 
sometimes thinking for myself ; and I was at liberty to give my 
work such a form, that many important truths might find their 
way into it under the mantle of the Abbe de Saint-Pierre with 
less risk than under my own. In addition, the undertaking was 
no light one ; it was a question of nothing less than reading, 
thinking over, and making selections from twenty-three volumes, 
diffuse, confused, full of prolixities, repetitions, and narrow or 
false views, amongst which it was necessary to fish out some few 
that were great and lofty, which gave one the courage to endure 
the painful task. I myself was often on the point of relin- 
quishing it, if I could have drawn back with decency — but, 
by accepting the Abbe’s manuscripts, which were given to me 
by his nephew the Comte de Saint-Pierre, at the entreaty of 
Saint-Lambert, I had in a manner pledged myself to make use 
of them, and it was necessary for me either to return them, or 
to endeavour to turn them to account. It was with the latter 
intention that I had brought these manuscripts to the Hermitage, 
and it was the first work to which I intended to devote my spare 
time. 

I contemplated a third work, the idea of which was due to 
certain observations which I had made upon myself ; and I felt 



the more encouraged to undertake it, as I had reason to hope that 
I n ight produce a book really useful to mankind, even one of the 
me St useful that could be offered to it, if the execution worthily 
coi responded to the plan which I had sketched for myself. The 
ob ervation has been made, that most men, in the course of 
th( ir lives, are frequently unlike themselves, and seem trans- 
fo] med into quite different men. It was not to establish a truth 
so well known that I desired to write a book ; I had a newer and 
ev jn more important object. This was to investigate the causes 
off these changes, confining myself to those which depended on 
ourselves, in order to show how we might ourselves control 
th em, in order to make ourselves better and more certain of our- 
se ves. For it is unquestionably more difficult for an honourable 
m in to resist desires, already fully formed, which he ought to 
0 ’ ercome, than it is to prevent, change or modify these same 
d isires at the fountain-head, supposing him to be in a position 
t( trace them back to it. A man resists temptation at one time 
b ^cause he is strong ; another time, he yields to it because he is 
V eak ; if he had been the same as before, he would not have 
y ielded. 

While examining myself, and endeavouring to find, in the 
c ise of others, upon what these different conditions of being 
( epended, I discovered that they depended in great part upon 
1 fie impression which external objects had previously made upon 
1 s, and that we, being continually modified by our senses and our 
1 >odily organs, exhibited, without perceiving it, the effect of these 
nodifications of ourselves, in our ideas, our feelings, and even 
n our actions. The numerous and striking observations which 
' had collected were unassailable, and, from their physical prin- 
ciples, seemed to me well adapted to furnish an external rule of 
conduct, which, being altered according to circumstances, might 
place or keep the mind in the condition most favourable to 
virtue. From how many errors would the reason be preserved, 
how many vices would be strangled at their birth, if mankind 
knew how to compel the animal economy to support the moral 
order, which it so frequently disturbs ! Different climates, 
seasons, sounds, colours, darkness, light, the elements, food, 
noise, silence, movement, repose — all affect the bodily machine, 
and consequently the mind ; all afford us a thousand oppor- 
I tunities, which will almost infallibly enable us to govern those 
feelings in their first beginnings, by which we allow ohrselves to 
be dominated. Such was the fundamental idea which I had 
already sketched upon paper, and from which I expected, in 



tne case or weii-disposed persons, who, loving virtue sincerely, 
mistrust their weakness, a surer etfect, inasmuch as it appeared 
easy to me to make of it a book as agreeable to read as it was to 
write. However, I have made but little progress in the work, the 
title of which was LaMorale Sensitive, or Le Materialisme duSage. 
Distractions, the cause of which the reader will soon learn, 
prevented me from giving it attention, and he will also learn 
what was the fate of my sketch, which is more closely con- 
nected with my own than it might appear. 

Besides all this, I had for some time contemplated a system 
of education, to which Madame de Chenonceaux, who trembled 
for her son’s future, as the result of the education which he was 
receiving from his father, had begged me to give attention. The 
power of friendship caused this subject, although less to my 
taste in itself, to claim my attention more than all the rest. For 
this reason this is the only project, amongst all those which I 
have just mentioned, that I have carried out. The object which 
I proposed to myself in this work should, in my opinion, have 
brought the author a different reward. But let us not here an- 
ticipate this melancholy topic. I shall have only too much 
reason to speak of it in the sequel. 

All these various projects afforded me material for medi- 
tation during my walks, for, as I believe I have already said, 
I can only think while walking : as soon as I stop, I can think 
no longer ; my brain can only move with my feet. However, I 
had taken the precaution of providing myself with an indoor 
task for rainy days. This was my “ Dictionary of Music ” ; 
the scattered, mutilated, and raw materials of which made it 
necessary to rewrite the work almost entirely. I bought some 
books which I required for the purpose. I had spent two months 
in making extracts from a number of others which I borrowed 
from the King’s library, and some of which I was even allowed to 
take with me to the Hermitage. These were my materials for 
compiling indoors, when the weather did not allow me to go 
out, or when I was tired of my copying. This arrangement 
suited me so well, that I adhered to it both at the Hermitage 
and at Montmorency, and even, subsequently, at Motiers, where 
I finished this work while continuing others ; and I always found 
a real relaxation in a change of occupation. 

I followed for some time, with tolerable exactness, the distri- 
bution of time that I had marked out for myself, and was very 
well satisfied with it ; but, when the fine weather brought back 
Madame d’Epinay more frequently to Epinay or La Chevrette, 



1 fo .ind that attentions, which at lirst did not cost me much, but 
whi :h I had not reckoned upon, greatly upset my other arrange- 
mer ts. I have already said that Madame d’Epinay had some very 
ami ible qualities ; she was very devoted to her friends and 
ser\ ed them most zealously ; and, as she spared neither time nor 
trov ble, she certainly deserved that they should show her some 
atte itions in return. Hitherto I had fulfilled this duty without 
feeli !ig that it was one ; but at last I discovered that I had loaded 
mys df with a chain, the weight of which only friendship prevented 
me rom feeling : I had made the burden heavier by my dislike 
of c 'owded rooms. Madame d’Epinay availed herself of this to 
mal^ e a proposal, which seemed to suit me well, and suited her 
ever better; this was that she should let me know when she would 
be a ‘one, or nearly so. I consented, without foreseeing to what 
I was binding myself. The consequence was, that I no longer 
visit id her when it was convenient to me, but when it suited her, 
so tliat I was never sure of having a whole day at my disposal. 
This tie considerably spoiled the pleasure which my visits to her 
had formerly afforded me. I found that the freedom which she 
had 50 often promised me, was only granted to me on condition 
that I never made use of it ; and, when once or twice I attempted 
to d{ t so, it gave occasion to so many messages, so many notes and 
such apprehensions concerning my health, that I plainly saw that 
noth !ng but being completely confined to my bed could excuse 
me f rom running to her at the first intimation of her wishes. I 
was obliged to submit to this yoke. I submitted, and with 
tolerltbly good grace for so bitter an enemy of dependence as I 
was,|since my sincere attachment to her prevented me in great 
measure from feeling the chain which accompanied it. She also 
filled up in this manner, more or less, the void which the absence 
of he r usual circle left in her amusements. It was for her a very 
poor stop-gap, but it was better than complete solitude, which 
was mbearable to her. However, she was able to fill it much 
more easily after she began to try her hand at literature, and took 
it in ;o her head to write, no matter how, romances, letters, 
comedies, tales, and such trifles. But what amused her was 
not 1 0 much writing as reading them ; and if she by chance 
managed to scribble two or three consecutive pages, it was 
abso! utely necessary for her to feel sure of having at least two 
or t iree favourable hearers, when she had completed this 
enormous task, I rarely had the honour of being one of the 
chos(n, except by the favour of another. By myself, I was 
hard y ever considered at all in anything, not only in the society 
II — ■'^c ^ 
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Grimm set the fashion. This complete insignificance suited me 
perfectly well, except in a tete-a-tete, when I did not know what 
attitude to assume, as I did not venture to talk about literature, 
of which I was not competent to judge, nor about gallantry, since 
I was too bashful, and I feared, more than death itself, the 
ridiculous appearance of an old beau. Besides, this idea never 
occurred to me when with Madame d’Epinay, and would perhaps 
never have occurred to me once in my life, even had I spent it 
altogether in her society ; not that I had any personal repug- 
nance to her — on the contrary, I perhaps loved her too much as 
a friend, to be able to love her as a lover. It gave me pleasure 
to see her and to talk with her. Her conversation, although 
agreeable enough in society, was dull in private ; my own, which 
was by no means fluent, was not much assistance to her. 
Ashamed of a too lengthy silence, I strained every nerve to 
enliven the interview ; and, although it often tired me, it never 
wearied me. I was very glad to show her trifling attentions, to 
give her little brotherly kisses, which did not appear to excite 
her sensuality any more than my own, and that was all. She was 
very thin, very pale, her breast was as flat as my hand. This 
defect alone would have been sufficient to chill me ; my heart 
and senses have never been able to see a woman in one v ho has 
no breasts ; and other reasons, which it would be useless to 
mention, always caused me to forget her sex. 

Having thus made up my mind to an inevitable servitude, 
I resigned myself to T without resistance, and found it, at least 
during the first year, less burdensome than I should have 
expected. Madame d’Epinay, who usually spent the whole 
summer in the country, only spent part of the summer of this 
year there, either because her affairs required her to be more at 
Paris, or because the absence of Grimm rendered her stay at 
La Chevrette less agreeable. I profited by the intervals of her 
absence, or when she had much company, to enjoy my solitude 
with my good Ther^se and her mother in a manner which made 
me thoroughly appreciate it. Although for some years I had 
visited the country pretty frequently, I had rarely enjoyed it ; 
and those excursions, always taken in the company of preten- 
tious persons, and always spoiled by a feeling of restraint, only 
whetted my appetite for country pleasures, and, the nearer the 
glimpse I had of them, the more I felt the want of them. I was 
so weary of salons, waterfalls, groves, flower-gardens, and their 
still more wearisome exhibitors ; I was so tired of stitching, 


piano 1 , sorting wool^ making bows, foolish witticisms, insipid 
affect Ltions, trifling story-tellers, and big suppers that, when I 
caugt t a glimpse of a simple thorn-bush, a hedge, a barn, or a 
mead )w ; when I inhaled, while passing through a hamlet, the 
fragn nee of a savoury chervil omelette ; when I heard from a 
distal ce the rustic refrain of the btsquthes,^ I wished all rouge, 
furbe^ ows, and ambergris ^ at the devil ; and, regretting the 
good- wife’s homely dinner and the native wine, I should have 
been delighted to slap the face of M. le chef and M. le maitre, 
who j orced me to dine at my usual supper-hour, and to sup at a 
time when I am usually asleep ; above all, I should have liked 
to sla } MM. les laquais, who devoured with their eyes the morsels 
I ate and, if I was not prepared to die of thirst, sold me their 
mast ;r’s adulterated wine at ten times the price I should have 
paid [or wine of a better quality at an inn. 

Be lold me, then, at last, in my own house, in a pleasant and 
solit£ ry retreat, able to spend my days in the independent, even, 
and peaceful life, for which I felt that I was born. Before 
describing the effect of this situation, so new to me, upon my 
heart , it behoves me to recapitulate its secret inclinations, that 
the f rogress of these new modifications may be better followed 
up i r its origin. 

fT ] lave always considered the day which united me to my 
TETer^se as that which determined my moral being. I needed 
an a tachment, since that which should have sufficed me had 
been so cruelly broken. The thirst for happiness is never 
quen :hed in man’s heart. Mamma was growing old and degraded. 
It w; LS clear to me that she could never again be happy in this 
worl( 1. Thus, the only thing left for me was to seek for a happiness 
whic i should be my own, since I had for ever lost all hope of 
sharing hers. I drifted for some time from one idea, from one 
plan to another. My voyage to Venice would have plunged me 
into )ublic affairs, if the man with whom I was to be connected 
had )een possessed of common sense. I am easily discouraged, 
espedally in difficult and long-winded undertakings. My ill- 
succi ss in this disgusted me with all others ; and since, in accord- 
ance with my old maxim, I looked upon distant objects as decoys 
for f )ols, I determined to live henceforth without any fixed plan, 
as I no longer saw anything in life which might have tempted 
me 1o exert myself. 

It was just at that time that we became acquainted. The 
gent e character of this good girl appeared to me so well suited 
1 Female goatherds. 2 Used for perfume. 



ment which neither time nor wrongs have been able to lessen, 
and everything which ought to have broken it has only increased 
it. The strength of this attachment will be seen in the sequel, 
when I lay bare the wounds and pangs with which she has rent 
my heart during the height of my misery, without a word of 
complaint to anyone ever escaping me, until the moment when 
I am writing these lines. 

When it becomes known that, after having done all and 
braved everything, to avoid being separated from her, after 
having lived with her for twenty-five years, in spite of destiny 
and mankind, I finally married her in my old age, without any 
expectation or solicitation on her part, without any engagement 
or promise on my own, it will be believed that a mad love, which 
turned my head from the first day, gradually led me on to the 
last extravagance ; and it will be the more readily believed, 
when the special and weighty reasons, which should have pre- 
vented me from ever doing such a thing, also become known. 
What then will the reader think, when I declare to him, in all 
the sincerity which he must now recognise as part of my char- 
acter, that, from the first moment when I saw her up to this day, 
I never felt the least spark of love for her ; that I no more 
desired her possession than that of Madame de Warens, and that 
the sensual needs, which I satisfied in her person, were only for 
me those of sexual impulse, without being in any way connected 
with the individual ? He will perhaps believe that, being con- 
stituted differently from other men, I was incapable of feeling 
love, since it did not enter into the feelings which attached me 
to those women who have been most dear to me. Patience, 
reader ! the fatal moment is approaching, when you will be 
only too rudely undeceived. 

I repeat myself ; I know it ; but it is unavoidable. The 
first, the greatest, the most powerful, the most irrepressible 
of all my needs was entirely in my heart ; it was the need of 
a companionship as intimate as was possible ; it was for that 
purpose especially that I needed a woman rather than a man, 
a female rather than a male friend. This singular want was 
such, that the most intimate corporal union had been unable 
to satisfy it ; I should have wanted two souls in the same 
body ; without that, I was always conscious of a void. I 
thought that the moment had come, when I should feel it no 
longer. This young person, amiable by reason of a thousand 
excellent qualities, and, at that time, even by her personal 


appearance, which was without a trace of unnaturalness or 
coquetry, would have confined my whole existence in herself, 
if I 1 iad been able to confine hers to me, as I had hoped. I had 
noth mg to fear from men ; I am certain that I am the only man 
she '.vex truly loved, and her passions were so cool, that she 
rarel y felt the want of other men, even when I had ceased to be 
one 0 her in this respect. I had no family ; she had one ; and 
this family, the members of which were all of a far different 
character from herself, was not such that I could ever have 
regaided it as my own. This was the first cause of my un- 
hapf iness. What would I not have given to have been able to 
mak I myself her mother’s child ! I tried all I could to do so, but 
neve " succeeded. It was useless for me to attempt to unite all 
our i nterests ; it was impossible. She always created interests 
diffe ent from mine, set them in opposition to mine, and even 
to th Qse of her daughter, which were already identical with them. 
She ind her other children and grandchildren became so many 
leeefes, and the least injury they did to Ther^se was that of 
robb ng her. The poor girl, who was accustomed to give in, 
even to her nieces, allowed herself to be robbed and ruled with- 
out ! aying a word ; and it pained me to see that, while I ex- 
haus :.ed my money and good advice in vain, I could do nothing 
to as fist her. I tried to get her away from her mother ; but she 
alwa ys opposed it. I respected her opposition, and esteemed her 
the r lore for it ; but this refusal was none the less prejudicial to 
her nterests and my own. Devoted to her mother and the 
rest )f her family, she belonged more to them than to me, even 
more than to herself. Their greed was not so ruinous to her as 
their advice was pernicious ; in short, if, thanks to her love for 
me 2nd her naturally good disposition, she was not completely 
their slave, she was sufficiently so to prevent, in great part, 
the { fleet of the good principles which I endeavoured to instil 
into her, and to cause us always to remain two, in spite of all 
my ( fforts to the contrary. 

Tlus it came to pass that, notwithstanding a sincere and 
mutt al attachment, upon which I had bestowed all the tender- 
ness of my heart, the void in this heart was never completely 
filled . Children, who might have effected this, were born to us ; 
but ' his only made matters worse. I shuddered at the thought 
of ha tiding them over to the care of this badly brought up family, 
to b( brought up even worse. The risks of bringing up at the 
Four dling Hospital were far less. This reason for the resolution 
wliic 1 1 took, stronger than all those which I stated in my letter 
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did not venture to tell her. I preferred to remain not completely 
cleared from so grave a reproach, in order to spare the family of 
a person whom I loved. But it may be judged, from the behaviour 
of her miserable brother, whether, in spite of anything that may 
be said about it, I should have been justified in exposing my 
children to the risk of receiving a similar education to his. 

Being unable to enjoy to the full this intimate intercourse of 
which I felt the need, I sought to supplement it in a manner 
which, although it did not completely fill the void, caused me to 
feel it less. For want of a, friend, who should be entirely devoted 
to me, I needed friends whose impulse might overcome my 
indolence. For this reason I cultivated and strengthened my 
relations with Diderot and the Abbe de Condillac, entered into 
fresh and still closer relations with Grimm, and, in the end, owing 
to the unlucky Essay, the history of which I have related, I found 
myself thrown back, without any idea of it, upon literature, 
which I thought I had abandoned for ever. 

My first appearance led me by a new path into another 
intellectual world, the simple and lofty economy of which I was 
unable to look upon without enthusiasm. My continued attention 
to it soon convinced me, that there was nothing but error and 
folly in the doctrine of our philosophers, and misery and oppres- 
sion in our social arrangements. Deluded by my foolish pride, 
I thought that I was born to destroy all these illusions, and, 
believing that, in order to gain a hearing, it was necessary for 
my manner of life to harmonize with my principles, I adopted 
the singular course which I have not been permitted to continue, 
in which I set an example for which my pretended friends have 
never forgiven me, which at first made me ridiculous, and would 
have ended by making me respectable, if it had been possible 
for me to persevere in it. 

Hitherto I had been good ; from that moment I became 
virtuous, or, at least, intoxicated with virtue. This intoxication 
had commenced in my head, but had passed on into my heart. 
The noblest pride sprang up therein on the ruins of uprooted 
vanity. I pretended nothing ; I became really what I seemed ; 
and, for the four years at least, during which this state of effer- 
vescence lasted in all its force, there was nothing great or 
beautiful, which a man’s heart could contain, of which I was not 
capable between heaven and myself. This was the origin of my 
sudden eloquence, of the truly celestial fire which inflamed me 
and spread over my first writings, and which for forty years 



naa noc emiiiea tne least sparK^ since it was not yet 
kindled. 

I ^ ^as truly transformed ; my friends and acquaintances no 
longf r recognised me. I was no longer the shy, bashful rather 
than modest man, who did not venture to show himself or utter 
a wo d, whom a playful remark disconcerted, whom a woman’s 
glanc e caused to blush. Audacious, proud, undaunted, I carried 
with me everywhere a confidence, which was firmer in proportion 
to its simplicity, and had its abode rather in my soul than in my 
outw ird demeanour. The contempt for the manners, principles, 
and prejudices of my age, with which my deep meditations had 
inspii ed me, rendered me insensible to the raillery of those who 
possessed them, and I pulverised their trifling witticisms with 
my riaxims, as I should have crushed an insect between my 
fingei s. What a change ! All Paris repeated the penetrating 
and I iting sarcasms of the man who, two years before and ten 
years afterwards, never knew how to find the thing he ought to 
say, r or the expression he ought to use. Anyone who endeavours 
to fir :i the condition of all others most contrary to my nature 
will f nd it in this. If he desires to recall one of those brief 
mom< nts in my life during which I ceased to be myself, and 
became another, he will find it again in the time of which I 
speak ; but, instead of lasting six days or six weeks, it lasted 
nearly six years, and would, perhaps, have lasted until now, 
had i : not been for the special circumstances which put an end 
to it, land restored me to Nature, above which I had attempted 
^to elei/ate myself. 

This change began as soon as I had left Paris and the sight 
of thf vices of the great city ceased to keep up the indignation 
with vhich it had inspired me. As soon as I lost sight of men, 
I ceas ed to despise them ; as soon as I lost sight of the wicked, I 
cease( ! to hate them. My heart, little adapted for hatred, only 
cause i me to deplore their wretchedness, from which it did not 
distin ^uish their wickedness. This gentler, but far less lofty, 
frame of mind soon dulled the burning enthusiasm which had so 
long ( arried me away, and, without anyone perceiving it, even 
witho It perceiving it myself, I became again shy, courteous, and 
timid ; in a word, the same Jean Jacques as I had been before. 

If t liis revolution had merely restored me to myself, and had 
gone : lo further, all would have been well ; but, unfortunately, 
it wer t much further, and carried me away rapidly to the other 
extreme. From that time my soul, in a state of agitation, no 
longei kept its centre of gravity, and its oscillations, ever re- 


this second revolution — the terrible and fatal epoch of a destiny 
without example among mankind. 

As we were only a party of three in our retreat, leisure and 
solitude naturally increased the intimacy of our intercourse. 
This was what occurred in the case of Ther^se and myself. We 
spent some delightful hours together under the shady trees, more 
delightful than any I had ever enjoyed before. She herself 
appeared to appreciate it more than she had hitherto done. 
She opened her heart to me without reserve, and told me things 
about her mother and her family, which she had been strong- 
minded enough to conceal from me for a long time. Both had 
received from Madame Dupin a number of presents intended for 
me, which the cunning old woman, to save me annoyance, had 
appropriated for herself and her other children, without leaving 
any for Ther^se, whom she strictly forbade to say anything tO' 
me about them — a command which the poor girl obeyed with an 
obedience which is almost incredible. 

A thing which surprised me still more, was the discovery that, 
besides the secret conversations which Diderot and Grimm had 
frequently held with both, in order to estrange them from me, 
but which had failed in their object owing to the opposition of 
Ther^se, both of them had since then held frequent secret con- 
ferences with her mother, without her knowing anything of what 
was brewing between them. She only knew that sundry little 
presents played a part in it ; that there were little journeys to 
and fro, which they attempted to conceal from her, of the reason 
of which she was completely ignorant. At the time when we left 
Paris, Madame le Vasseur had long been in the habit of calling 
upon Grimm two or three times a month, and spending some time 
there with him in private conversation, on which occasions even 
his servant was always sent out of the room. 

I judged that the motive of all this was no other than the 
same scheme into which they had attempted to make the 
daughter enter, by promising to procure for them, through 
Madame d’Epinay’s influence, a license to retail salt, or a tobacco- 
shop ; in a word, by tempting them with the prospect of gain. 
They had represented to these women that, as I was not in a 
position to do anything for them, I could not do anything for my- 
self either, on account of them. As I saw nothing in all this but 
good intentions, I was not absolutely annoyed with them. Only 
the secrecy revolted me, especially on the part of the old woman, 
who, in addition, daily showed herself more toadying and wheed- 


piness she so well knew depended almost entirely 
Iter’s happiness and her own ? What I had done 
er, I had done for myself, but what I had done 
:1 some acknowledgment on her part ; she at least 
3en grateful to her daughter for it, and should 
also out of love for her who loved me. I had 
m utter misery ; from me she received the means 
me she owed all those acquaintances whom she 
Dw to make use of. Ther^se had long supported 
exertions, and was now supporting her with bread 
. She owed all to this daughter, for whom she had 
while her other children, on whom she had be- 
e portions, and for whom she had ruined herself, 
g to support her, devoured her substance and my 
sd that, under these circumstances, she should 
me as her only friend, as her most reliable pro- 
from keeping me in the dark as to my owm affairs, 
g in a plot against me in my own house, should 
informed me of everything that might concern me 
id it sooner than I did. In what light, then, could 
ieitful and mysterious conduct ? Above all, what 
of the sentiments with which she endeavoured to 
ghter ? What monstrous ingratitude must have 
r’s, when she sought to instil it into the daughter ! 
isiderations finally alienated my heart so com- 
is woman, that I could no longer look upon her 
ipt. However, I never ceased to treat the mother 
»f my life with respect, and to show her in every- 
e consideration and esteem of a son ; but I must 
iver cared to remain long in her company, and I 
ut restraint upon myself. 







been happy to the end of our days ; the last survivor would 
alone have deserved pity. Instead of this, the reader will see 
the development of events, and be able to judge whether I could 
have altered it. 

Madame le Vasseur, seeing that I had gained ground in her 
daughter’s heart while she had lost it, endeavoured to recover 
it ; and, instead of regaining my esteem through the daughter, 
attempted to alienate her from me altogether. One of the means 
that she employed was to invoke the assistance of her family. I 
had begged Ther^se not to invite any of them to the Hermitage, 
and she had promised not to do so. They were invited in my 
absence, without consulting her, and they then made her promise 
to say nothing to me about it. When the first step was taken, 
the rest was easy. When a person once keeps anything secret 
from one whom he loves, he soon feels no scruple about conceal- 
ing everything from him. As soon as I was at La Chevrette, the 
Hermitage was full of people, who enjoyed themselves tolerably 
well. A mother has always great influence over a daughter of 
good disposition ; nevertheless, in spite of all her efforts, the old 
woman could never induce Ther^se to enter into her views, or 
persuade her to join the conspiracy against me. As for herself, 
she made up her mind irrevocably. As she saw, on the one side, 
her daughter and myself, at whose house she could live and that 
was all ; and, on the other, Diderot, Grimm, d’HoIbach, and 
Madame d’Epinay, who promised much and gave something, it 
never entered her head that she could possibly be in the wrong 
in company with a farmer-general’s wife and a Baron. If I had 
been more observant, I should have seen, from that moment, 
that I was nourishing a serpent in my bosom ; but my blind 
confidence, which nothing had as yet diminished, was such that 
it never even occurred to me, that anyone could wish to injure a 
person who deserved to be loved. While I saw a thousand con- 
spiracies formed around me, all I could complain of was the 
tyranny of those whom I called my friends, and whose only ob- 
ject, as I imagined, was to force me to be happy in their own 
fashion rather than in my own. 

Although Therese refused to enter into the conspiracy with 
her mother, she again kept her secret. Her motive was praise- 
worthy ; I will not undertake to decide whether she did well 
or ill. Two women who have secrets are fond of chattering 
together about them. This brought them closer together ; and 
Therese, by dividing her attentions, sometimes caused me to 



eei tnat i was aione, lor i cuuiu no lungyr regara as a society 
he relations between us three. Then it was that I felt keenly 
he mistake which I had committed, at the beginning of out 
onnection, in not having taken advantage of the pliability which 
vas the result of her affection, to improve her mind and furnish 
ler with a store of knowledge, which by drawing us closer 
:ogether in our retirement, would have filled up her time and 
ny own agreeably, and prevented us from ever noticing the 
ength of a tete-a-tete. Not that our conversation ever flagged, 
)r that she showed any signs of weariness during our walks ; 
:)ut we had not a sufficient number of ideas in common to make 
i great stock. We could no longer speak incessantly of our 
3 lans, which henceforth were limited to plans of enjoyment. 
The objects around us inspired me with reflections which were 
beyond her comprehension. An attachment of twelve years had 
10 longer need of words ; we knew each other too well to be 
ible to find anything fresh. The only resource left was gossip, 
candal, and feeble jokes. It is in solitude especially that one 
eels the advantage of living with someone who knows how to 
hink. I had no need of this resource to amuse myself in her 
ociety ; but she would have needed it, in order to be able always 
o amuse herself in mine. The worst thing was, that we were 
ibliged to hold our interviews secretly ; her mother, who had 
become a nuisance to me, forced me to look out for oppor- 
unities. I felt under retraint in my own house — ^this is saying 
verything. The atmosphere of love ruined simple friendship. 
Ve enjoyed an intimate intercourse without living in intimacy. 

As soon as I thought I observed that Ther^se sometimes 
ought excuses to avoid the walks which I proposed to her, I 
eased to propose them, without being annoyed with her for not 
nding as much pleasure in them as myself. Pleasure does 
ot depend upon the will. I was sure of her affection, and that 
ras enough for me. As long as my pleasures were hers, I 
njoyed them with her ; when this was not the case, I preferred 
er contentment to my own. 

Thus it happened that, half deceived in my expectation, 
jading a life after my own inclination, in a spot which I had 
liosen for myself, with a person who was dear to me, I never- 
tlieless at length found myself almost isolated. What I still 
Ucked prevented me from enjoying what I possessed. In the 
: latter of happiness and enjoyment, I must have all or nothing. 
It will afterwards be seen why I have considered this explanation 
r ecessary. I now resume the thread of my narrative. 



scripts which the Comte de Saint-Pierre had given me. On 
examining them more attentively, I found that they were little 
more than the collection of his uncle’s printed works, corrected 
and annotated By his own hand, together with a few trifling 
fragments which had never been published. His writings on 
moral subjects confirmed me in the idea which some letters from 
him, which Madame de Crequi had shown me, had given me, 
that he possessed much greater talent than I had imagined ; 
but, after a thorough examination of his political works, I found 
nothing but superficial views, or schemes, useful indeed, but 
rendered impracticable by the idea which the author could never 
get rid of, that men acted in accordance with their lights rather 
than their passions. The high opinion of modern learning which 
he entertained had caused him to adopt this false principle of 
wisdom brought to perfection, the foundation of all his proposed 
institutions, and the origin of all his political sophisms. This 
singular man, an honour to his age and his kind — the only man 
perhaps who, since the human race has existed, has had no 
other passion than that of reason — nevertheless wandered from 
one error to another in all his systems, in his desire to make 
men like himself, instead of taking them as they are, and as 
they will continue to be. He laboured only for imaginary beings, 
while believing that he was working for his contemporaries. 

Recognising all this, I found myself somewhat embarrassed 
as to the form I should give to my work. By allowing the 
author’s visionary ideas to remain undisturbed, I should render 
no service ; by refuting them rigorously, I should be guilty of 
discourtesy, since the delivery of his manuscripts, which I had 
accepted and even asked for, imposed upon me the obligation of 
treating their author honourably. I finally decided upon the 
course of action which appeared to me most becoming, most 
judicious, and most useful : this was, to present the author’s and 
my own ideas separately, and, with this object, to enter into his 
views, to elucidate them, to enlarge them, and to omit nothing 
which could secure them full appreciation. 

My work, therefore, was to be composed of two entirely 
separate parts. The one was intended to explain, in the manner 
I have just indicated, the different schemes of the author ; in 
the other, which was not intended to appear until the first had 
produced its effect, I should have brought my judgment to bear 
upon these same schemes, which, I confess, might certainly 
have exposed them sometimes to the fate of the sonnet of the 





itended to give a life of the author, for which I had collected 
quantity of sufficiently good material, which I flattered myself 
should be able to make use of without spoiling. I had seen 
be Abbe de Saint-Pierre two or three times in his old age, and 
be respect which I had for his memory was a guarantee to me 
bat, upon the whole, M. le Comte would not be dissatisfied 
ith the manner in which I treated his relation. 

I made my first attempt upon the “ Paix perpetuelle,” the 
ost important and the most elaborate of all the works which 
ade up the collection ; and, before I began my reflections upon 
, I had the courage to read absolutely everything that the Abb6 
ad written upon this fine subject, without once allowing myself 
b be discouraged by its prolixity and repetitions. As the public 
tjas seen this abstract, I have nothing to say about it. The 
adgment which I passed upon it has never been printed, and I 
io not know if it ever will be ; but it was written at the same 
me. I next went on to the “ Polysynodie,” or “ Plurality of 
ouncils,” a work written in the Regent’s time, to support the 
f|)rm of administration which he had introduced, which led to 
le expulsion of the Abbe from the French Academy, in conse- 
lence of certain attacks upon the preceding administration, 
hich irritated the Duchesse de Maine and the Cardinal de 
olignac. I finished this work in the same manner as the 
p 'eceding, both abstract and judgment ; but I stopped there, as 
I did not intend to finish this undertaking, which I ought never 
tf i have commenced. 

The consideration which caused me to abandon it presented 
self naturally, and it is surprising that it never occurred to me 
fore. Most of the Abbe’s writings consisted of or contained 
itical observations upon certain aspects of the French system 
government, and some of them were so outspoken, that he 
d reason to congratulate himself upon escaping scot-free. 
It, in the ministerial offices, he had always been looked upon 
a sort of preacher rather than as a serious politician, and he 
is allow'ed to say what he pleased, because it was well known 
at nobody would listen to him. If I had succeeded in getting 
p a hearing, the case would have been different. He was a 
enchman, I was' not ; and, if I repeated his censures, even in 
own name, I ran the risk of being asked rudely, but with 
feet justice, what I was interfering with. Luckily, before 
ng too far, I saw the handle I was about to give to others 
idainst myself, and I speedily withdrew. I knew that, living 
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never be able, in spite of all that I could do, to shelter myself 
from any injury they might choose to inflict upon me. There 
was only one thing that depended upon myself : to make it 
impossible for them, should they desire to injure me, to do so 
without injustice. This principle, which made me give up the 
Abbe de Saint-Pierre, has frequently caused me to renounce far 
more cherished schemes. Those who are always ready to look 
upon misfortune as a crime, would be greatly surprised if they 
knew the pains I have taken, all my life through, to prevent 
anyone being able to say to me with truth, in time of my 
misfortune : “You have well deserved it.” 

The relinquishment of this work left me for some time un- 
decided as to what I should undertake next ; and this interval 
of idleness was my ruin, since it gave me time to direct my 
thoughts towards myself, for lack of anything outside to claim 
my attention. I no longer had any schemes for the future to 
amuse my imagination ; it was not even possible for me to form 
any, since my present situation was exactly that in which all 
my desires were united ; I could imagine no more, and yet my 
heart was still conscious of a void. My condition was the more 
cruel, as I saw none that could be preferred to it. I had centred 
my tenderest affection upon a person after my own heart, who 
returned it. 

I lived with her without restraint, and, so to say, as I pleased. 
Nevertheless, a secret feeling of oppression never left me, 
whether I was with her or away from her. While possessing 
her, I felt that she was still not mine ; and the mere idea that I 
was not all in all to her, caused her to seem hardly anything 
to me. 

I had friends of both sexes, to whom I was attached by the 
purest friendship and the most perfect esteem. I counted upon 
the truest return of these feelings on their part, and it never 
even occurred to me ever once to doubt their sincerity ; yet this 
friendship was more painful to me than agreeable, owing to their 
obstinacy, even their affectation, in opposing all my inclinations, 
tastes, and manner of life. It was enough for me to seem to 
desire anything which concerned myself alone, and which did not 
depend upon them, in order to see them all immediately combine 
to force me to renounce it. This obstinate desire to control me 
absolutely in all my fancies — which was the more unjust as, far 
from attempting to control theirs, I did not even take the 
trouble to make myself acquainted with them — became so cruelly 


Duraensome to me, that at last I never received a letter from 
them without feeling, when I opened it, a certain alarm, which 
was only too well justified by the perusal of it. I thought that, 
in the case of people who were all younger than myself, and who 
all stood in sore need themselves of the good advice which they 
lavished upon me, it was treating me too much like a child. 
‘ Love rne,” said I to them, “ as I love you ; as for the rest, 
io not interfere with my affairs, any rnore than I interfere 
vith yours. That is all I ask of you.’’ If they have granted 
ne one of these two requests, it has certainly not been the 
atter. 

I had a retired abode in a charming solitude. Master within 
I ly own four walls, I could live there in my own fashion, without 
1 'eing subjected to anyone’s control. But this abode imposed upon 
Je certain duties which were pleasant to fulfil, but indispensable. 
I Ey liberty was altogether precarious. In a position of greater 
4ibjection than if I had been under orders, I could not help 
tieing so by inclination. When I got up, I could never once say 
tb myself ; I will spend this day as I please. Besides being depen- 
d mt upon Madame d’Epinay’s arrangements, I had still a more 
importunate claim upon me— that of the public and chance 
V sitors. The distance of my residence from Paris did not pre- 
v mt the daily arrival of crowds of idlers, who, not knowing what 
td do with their own time, wasted mine without the slightest 
sc ruple. When I least expected it, I was mercilessly assailed, and I 
ra rely made agreeable plans for spending the day without finding 
tl em upset by the arrival of some unexpected visitor. 

In short, amidst the blessings which I had most eagerly 
lo: >ged for, finding no pure enjoyment, I returned by fits and 
sh ,rts to the unclouded days of my youth, and I sometimes cried, 
wi th a sigh, to myself, “ Ah this is not Les Charmettes I ” 

The recollections of the different periods of my life led me 
to reflect upon the point which I had reached, and I saw myself, 
ah ;;ady in my declining years, a prey to painful evils, and 
bedeved that I was approaching the end of my career, without 
ha dng enjoyed in its fulness scarcely one single pleasure of those 
for which my heart yearned, without having given scope to the 
liv< ly feelings which I felt it had in reserve, without having 
tas :ed or even sipped that intoxicating pleasure which I felt was 
in ny soul in all its force, and which, for want of an object, 
alw lys found itself kept in check, and unable to give itself vent 
in £ ny other way but through my sighs. 

I -ow came it to pass that I, a man of, naturally expansive 



soul, for whom to live was to love, had never yet been able to 
find a friend entirely devoted to myself, a true friend — I, who felt 
admirably adapted to be one myself ? How came it to pass 
that, with feelings so easily set on fire, with a heart full of affec- 
tion, I had never once been inflamed with the love of a definite 
object ? Consumed by the desire of loving, without ever having 
been able to satisfy it completely, I saw myself approaching the 
portals of old age, and dying without having lived. 

These melancholy but touching reflections caused me to turn 
my thoughts towards myself with a regret which was not without 
its pleasure. It seemed to me that destiny owed me something 
which it had not yet granted me. Why had I been born with 
delicate faculties, if they were to remain unemployed to the end ? 
The consciousness of my inner value, while calling forth the 
feeling of having been unfairly depreciated, in some degree com- 
pensated for it, and caused me to shed tears which it was a 
pleasure to me to allow to flow. 

I pursued these reflections in the most beautiful season of 
the year, in the month of June, in cool groves, amidst the song 
of the nightingale and the purling of brooks. Everything com- 
bined to plunge me again into that too seductive indolence, to 
which I was naturally inclined, but from which the hard and 
austere frame of mind, to which a long period of inner ferment 
had brought me, should have delivered me once and for all. 
Unhappily, I went on to recall the dinner at the Chateau of 
Toune, and my meeting with those two charming girls at the 
same season of the year, and in a spot almost like that where I 
was at the moment. This recollection, rendered still more 
charming by the breath of innocence which pervaded it, brought 
back others of the same kind. Presently, I saw gathered round 
me all the objects which had touched my heart with emotion dur- 
ing my youth — Mademoiselle Galley, Mademoiselle de Graffen- 
ried, Mademoiselle de Breil, Madame Basile, Madame de Larnage, 
my young pupils, even the piquant Zulietta, whom my heart can 
never forget. I saw myself surrounded by a seraglio of houris 
and by my old acquaintances, the liveliest desire for whom was 
no new sensation for me. My blood became heated and inflamed, 
my head swam, in spite of my hairs already growing grey : and 
the serious citizen of Geneva, the austere Jean Jacques, close 
upon his forty-fifth year, suddenly became again the love-sick 
shepherd. The intoxication which seized me, although so sudden 
and extravagant, was, notwithstanding, so strong and lasting, 
that nothing less than the unforeseen and terrible crisis of the 



unhapp mess into which it plunged me would nave oeen aoie xo 
cure mi : of it. 

How wer, this intoxication, to whatever point it was earned, 
did not g'o so far as to make me forget my age and my position, 
flatter ne with the idea that I could still inspire love, or make 
me atti mpt to communicate this devouring, but barren fire, by 
which, from childhood, I felt my heart in vain consumed. I did 
not ho] le, I did not even desire it ; I knew that the time for love 
was o\ er ; I was too keenly conscious of the ridicule heaped 
upon e Iderly beaux, to expose myself to it, and I was not the 
man tc become presumptuous and self-confident in my declining 
years, xfter having so rarely displayed such qualities during my 
best di ,ys. Besides, as a friend of peace, I should have dreaded 
domes ;ic storms, and I loved Ther^se too sincerely, to expose 
her to the annoyance of seeing me entertain livelier feelings for 
others than those with which she herself inspired me. 

Wh|,t did I do on this occasion ? The reader must have 
already guessed, if he has hitherto followed me with the least 
attention. The impossibility of grasping realities threw me into 
the laid of chimeras, and, seeing nothing in existence which was 
worths of my enthusiasm, I sought nourishment for it in an ideal 
worldf which my fertile imagination soon peopled with beings 
after jny own heart. This resource was never so welcome to me 
or so Iruitful. In my continued ecstasies, I intoxicated myself 
with full draughts of the most delightful sensations that have 
ever fentered the heart of man. I entirely forgot the human 
race, and created for myself societies of perfect beings, heavenly 
alike [in their beauties and virtues ; trusty, tender, and loyal 
friends such as I never found in this world below. I found such 
pleaslre in soaring into the empyrean, in the midst of the charm- 
ing omects by which I was surrounded, that I passed the hours 
and days in it without taking count of them, and, forgetting 
ever} thing else, no sooner had I hastily eaten a morsel of food, 
i than I burned to escape, in order to run to my groves again. 

I Whe i ready to set out for my world of enchantment, if I saw 
3 some wretched mortals arrive who came to keep me back upon 
i eartl , I was unable to conceal or restrain my annoyance, and, 
losin ^ control over myself, I gave them so rude a reception, that it 
migl t almost have been called brutal. ^ This only increased my 
repu[ation as a misanthrope, wheieas it would have gained for 
me 8 very different one, if the world had read my heart better. 

A the height of my greatest exaltation, I was suddenly pulled 
back like a kite by the string, and restored to my place by Nature, 


assisted by a smart attack oi my complaint. 1 employed the only 
remedy which afforded me relief, that is to say, the bougies, 
which put a stop to my celestial amours ; for, besides that a man 
is seldom amorous when he is suffering, my imagination, which 
is animated in the open air and under the trees, languishes and 
dies in a room and under the rafters of a ceiling. I have often 
regretted that Dryads did not exist ; it would most assuredly 
have been amongst them that I should have found the object of 
my attachment. 

Other domestic disturbances occurred at the same time to 
increase my annoyance. Madame le Vasseur, while paying me 
the most effusive compliments, was doing her utmost to alienate 
her daughter from me. I received letters from my old neigh- 
bourhood, in which I was informed that the worthy old woman, 
without my knowledge, had contracted debts in the name of 
Therese, who knew it, but said nothing to me about it. That 
I had to pay them annoyed me much less than their having 
been kept a secret from me. How could she, from whom I had 
never kept a secret, keep one from me ? Can one conceal any- 
thing from those whom one loves ? The Holbachian clique, find- 
ing that I never went to Paris, began to be seriously afraid that I 
was comfortable in the country, and that I should be foolish 
enough to remain there. Then began those intrigues, the 
object of which , was to get me back, indirectly, to the city. 
Diderot, who did not want to show himself so soon, began by 
detaching Deleyre from me, whom I had made acquainted with 
him, and who received and handed on to me the impressions 
which Diderot desired to give him, without perceiving their real 
purpose. 

Everything seemed in league to tear me from my delightful 
and foolish reveries. Before I had recovered from my attack of 
illness, I received a copy of the poem on the destruction of Lis- 
bon, which I supposed was sent to me by the author. This put 
me under the obligation of writing to him, and saying something 
about his composition. This I did in a letter which was printed 
a long time afterwards without my consent, as will be mentioned 
later. 

Surprised to hear this poor man, overwhelmed, so to speak, 
by fame and prosperity, declaim bitterly against the miseries of 
this life, and declare everything to be bad, I formed the senseless 
plan of bringing him to himself again, and proving to him that 
everything was good. Voltaire, while always appearing to believe 
in God, has never really believed in anything but the Devil, since 
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WRITES TO VOLTAIRE 79 

j 4 k nothing but a malicious being, who, 

man loaded with blessing , fellows to despair 

1 if happiness, calamities from which 

e fearful and 

n nself exempt I, whohad a better . ^oved 

ils of human life, ‘Xs^ in regard to 

;ion, delicacy, ^ ^ irritated^ I did not send the 

Uow easily his ^^chin, his physician and friend, ' ; 

to himself, but to Dr “oncmn « p r whichever he 
full authority to “ ^"iPP^ef Voltaire, in reply, 

\t best. Tronchin gave f ^ ^^3 ii{ ^nd also 

me a few lines to the jpfer’his answer to another 
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greater consistency, and fixed themselves in my brain under a 
definite shape. It was then that it occurred to me to give 
expression upon paper to some of the situations which they 
ofiered me, and, recalling all the feelings of my youth, to give 
play, t ) a certain extent, to the desire of loving, which I had 
never 1 een able to satisfy, and by which I felt myself devoured. 

At fi ‘St, I scribbled upon paper a few scattered letters, without 
sequen :e or connection ; and when I wanted to put them 
together, I was often greatly embarrassed. What seems almost 
incredi :)le, but is nevertheless perfectly true, is that the first two 
parts were written almost entirely in this manner, without 
my ha’ ing formed any definite plan, and without my foreseeing 
that I jhould one day be tempted to make a regular work of it. 
Thus i : will be seen, that these two parts, composed too late of 
materids which were not shaped for the place which they 
occup} , are full of wordy padding, which is not found in the 

others. . ^ ^ , 

In t le height of my reveries, I received a visit from Madame 
d’Hou ietot, the first she had ever paid me in her life, but which, 
unfort inately, was not the last, as will be seen later. The Com- 
tesse d’Houdetot was the daughter of the late M. de Bellegarde, 
farmer -general, and sister of M. d’Epinay and MM. de Lalive and 
de la Briche, both of whom were afterwards introducers of am- 
bassadors.i I have mentioned how I became acquainted with 
her be :ore she was married. Since then, I never saw her except 
at the festivities at La Chevrette, at Madame d Epinay s, her 
sister-in-law. Having frequently .spent several days with her, 
both at Epinay and at La Chevrette, I not only found her 
alway: very amiable, but I fancied that I perceived that she was 
favourably disposed towards myself. She was fond of walking 
with n e ; we were both of us good walkers, and our conversation 
never (lagged. However, I never visited her in Paris, although 
she asced, and even pressed me to do so. Her connection with 
M. de Saint-Lambert, with whom I was becoming intimate, 
rendei ed her still more interesting to me ; and it was in order 
to bring me news of this friend, who at the time was, I believe, 
at Maion, that she came to the Hermitage. 

Thi i visit somewhat resembled the commencement of a 
romar ce. She lost her way. Her coachman had left the road 
at a place where it turned oS, and tried to cross straight from 

1 Cei tain persons whose duty it was to conduct ambassadors and foreign 
princes to an audience with the Sovereign or head of the State. 


the mud at the bottom of the valley ; she decided to get out and 
finish the journey on foot. Her thin shoes were soon wet through; 
she sank in the mire ; her servants had the greatest trouble 
imaginable to extricate her, and at last she reached the Her- 
mitage in a pair of boots, making the air ring with shouts of 
laughter, in which I joined when I saw her arrive. She was 
obliged to change all her clothes ; Ther^se provided for her 
wants, and I persuaded her to put aside her dignity, and join 
us in a rustic collation, at which she greatly enjoyed herself. 
It was late, and she remained only a short time ; but the 
meeting was so cheerful that she was delighted, and seemed 
disposed to come again. However, she did not carry out her 
intention until the following year ; but alas ! this delay was not 
of the least avail to protect me. 

I spent the autumn in an occupation which no one would 
suspect — that of protecting M. d’Epinay’s fruit. The Hermitage 
was the reservoir for the park of La Chevrette ; there was a 
garden enclosed by walls, planted with espaliers and other trees, 
which supplied M. d’Epinay with more fruit than his kitchen- 
garden at La Chevrette, although three-quarters of it was stolen. 
Not to be an entirely useless guest, I undertook the management 
of the garden and the superintendence of the gardener. All went 
well until the fruit season ; but, in proportion as it ripened, I 
found that it disappeared, without knowing what became of it. 
The gardener assured me that the dormice ate it all. I accord- 
ingly waged war upon the dormice, and destroyed a large 
number of them ; but the fruit disappeared all the same. I kept 
watch so carefully, that at length I discovered that the gardener 
himself was the chief dormouse. He lived at Montmorency, and 
used to come from there in the evening, with his wife and 
children, to take away the stores of fruit which he had put 
aside during the day, and which he offered for sale in the 
Paris market as openly as if he had had a garden of his own. 
This wretch, whom I loaded with kindnesses, whose children 
Ther^se clothed, and whose father, who went out begging, I 
almost supported, robbed us with equal ease and effrontery, 
since not one of us three was sufficiently watchful to put a stop 
to it ; and, in a single night, he succeeded in emptying my 
cellar, which I found completely stripped on the following morn- 
ing. As long as he only seemed to devote his attention to me, 
I bore it all ; but, as I wished to render an account of the fruit, 
I was obliged to denounce the thief. Madame d’Epinay asked 


me to p ly him, discharge him, and look out tor another gardener, 
which ] did. As this rascal prowled round the Hermitage every 
night, irmed with a large iron-tipped stick like a club, and 
accomp anied by other vagabonds of his own sort, in order to 
reassuri the women-folk, who were terribly alarmed at him, 

I made his successor sleep at the Hermitage; and, as even 
this fa: led to quiet their fears, I sent to ask Madame d’Epinay 
for a ^un, which I gave to the gardener to keep in his room, 
with instructions only to make use of it in case of necessity, 
if an attempt was made to break open the door or scale the 
garder wall, and only to fire a discharge of powder, simply to 
frightf n the thieves. These were assuredly the least measures 
of pre ‘aution which a man in ill-health, who had to pass the 
winter} in the midst of the forest, alone with two nervous 
women, could have taken for the common safety. Lastly, I 
procu: ed a little dog to serve as sentinel. When Deleyre came 
to see me during That time, I told him my story, and joined 
him i] I laughing at my military preparations. On his return to 
Paris Jhe tried in his turn to amuse Diderot with an account of 
them ; and this was how the Holbachian clique learned that I 
seriorsly intended to pass the winter at the Hermitage. This 
consi^tency on my part, which they could never have imagined, 
quite disconcerted them ; and, in the meantime, until they could 
think of some other annoyance to render my stay unpleasant,^ 
they separated from me, through Diderot, this same Deleyre, 
who at first considered my precautions quite natural, and ended 
by calling them contrary to my principles and worse than 
ridiculous, in some letters in which he overwhelmed me with 
sarcs sms, sufficiently biting to offend me, if I had been in the 
humbur. But at that time, steeped in affectionate and tender 
sentiments, and susceptible of no others, I regarded his bitter 
sarcasms as nothing but a joke, and looked upon him as nierely 
silly 
Thu 
and 


when anyone else would have considered him a madman, 
those who prompted him lost their trouble on this occasion, 
I passed the winter without being in the least disturbed. 

B j dint of care and watchfulness, I succeeded so well in pro- 
tect ng the garden that, although the yield of fruit was almost 


1 , !.t the present moment, I marvel at my stupidity in not having seen, 
whei . I was writing this, that the annoyance, which the Holhachians felt 
whe i they saw me go to stay in the country, was chiefly due to the fact 
that they no longer had Madame le Vasseur at hand, in order to guide them 
in t’ leir system of intrigues at fixed places and times. This idea, which 
occi: rs to me too late, completely explains the strangeness of their conduct, 
whi( h is inexplicable under any other supposition. 



entirely a failure this year, the result was triple that of the 
preceding year. I certainly spared no pains to preserve it. I 
even accompanied the consignments which I sent to La Chevrette 
and Epinay, and carried some baskets myself. I remember that 
“ aunt ” and myself once carried one that was so heavy that, to 
avoid succumbing under the load, we were obliged to rest every 
dozen steps, and arrived bathed in perspiration. 

[1757.] — When the bad weather began again, and I was con- 
fined to the house, I tried to resume my stay-at-home occupa-. 
tions, but found it impossible. I saw everywhere nothing but my 
two charming friends, their friend, their surroundings, the country 
in which they lived, the objects which my fancy created or em- 
bellished for them. I no longer belonged to myself for a single 
moment. My delirium never left me. After several fruitless 
attempts to banish all these imaginary creations from my mind, 
I became at last completely seduced by them, and all my efforts 
were thenceforth devoted to reducing them to some sort of order 
and coherence, in order to work them up into a kind of romance. 

I was chiefly embarrassed by the shame which I felt at con- 
tradicting myself so openly and so boldly. After the strict 
principles which I had just laid down with so much noise, after 
the austere maxims which I had preached so strongly, after the 
biting invectives which I had launched against the effeminate 
books which breathed nothing but love and tenderness, could 
anything more unexpected or more shocking be imagined, than 
to see me, all at once, enrol myself with my own hand amongst 
the authors of those books which I had so strongly censured } 1 
felt this inconsistency in all its force. I reproached myself with 
it, I blushed for it, I was vexed with myself for it ; but all this 
was unable to bring me back to reason. Completely enthralled, 
I was forced to submit to the yoke at all risks, and to make up 
my mind to brave public opinion, except in regard to considering 
later, whether I should decide to show my work or not : for I did 
not as yet suppose that I should ever determine to publish it. 

Having taken this resolution, I threw myself heartily into my 
reveries, and, after repeatedly turning them over and over in 
my head, I at last sketched the kind of plan, with the execution 
of which the public is acquainted. This was certainly the 
best advantage that could be derived from my follies : the love 
of the good, which has never left my heart, turned them natur- 
ally towards useful objects, which might have been productive 
of monil advantage. My voluptuous pictures would have lost 
all their grace, if the gentle colouring of innocence had been 



wantir g in them. A weak girl is an object of pity, which may be 
rendered interesting by love, and which is frequently not less 
amiab e ; but who can endure without indignation the sight of 
fashio lable manners ? What can be more revolting than the 
pride ^f an unfaithful wife, who, openly trampling under foot 
all he duties, nevertheless claims that her husband should be 
deeph ^ grateful for the favour which she grants him — of being 
kind enough not to allow herself to be caught in the act ? 
Perfe 'X beings do not exist ; the lessons which they give are too 
far re note from us. But — that a young person, born with a heart 
equally tender and virtuous, while still unwedded, should allow 
herse f to be overcome by love, and, when wedded, should find 
stren ^th to overcome it in her turn and become virtuous again-— 
if anyone should tell you that this picture is, on the whole, 
scani lalous and unprofitable, he is a liar and a hypocrite : do 
not isten to him. 

B( sides morality and conjugal fidelity, which are radically 
com ected with all social order, I had another and deeper object 
in V ew — harmony and public peace, an object greater and per- 
hap; more important in itself, and certainly so at the moment. 
The storm aroused by the ‘‘ Encyclopedi'e,” far from subsiding, 
was at that time at its height. The two parties, let loose against 
eacli other with desperate frenzy, were more like mad wolves 
reac y to tear each other to pieces in their rage, than Christians 
and philosophers desirous of mutually enlightening, convinc- 
ing, and leading each other back into the way of truth. It may 
alrr ost be said that nothing was wanting on either side but active 
lea< ers of sufficient importance, for the quarrel to degenerate 
int( I civil war ; and God only knows what would have been the 
res lit of a civil war waged on behalf of religion, in which the 
mo X cruel intolerance was in the main the same on both sides. 
A born enemy of all party spirit, I had frankly told some hard 
tri ths to both parties, to which they had paid no attention. I 
be bought myself of another expedient, which, in my simplicity, 
I c onsidered admirable : this w'as to soften their mutual hatred 
b}! destroying their prejudices, and to point out to each party 
the merits and virtues of the other as worthy of public esteem 
am the respect of all mankind. This by no means sensible 
scpeme, which assumed good faith amongst men, and which led 
me into the mistake with which I reproached the Abbe de Saint- 
Pierre, met with the success which it deserved : it entirely failed 
to reconcile the two parties, and only brought them together 
again in order to overwhelm me. Meanwhile, until experience 
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had shown me my folly^, I devoted myself to it^ I venture to 
say, with a zeal worthy of the motive which inspired me, and 
I sketched the two characters of Wolmar and Julie in a state 
of rapture, which made me hope that I should succeed in 
making both amiable, and, what is more, by means of each 
other. 

Satisfied with having roughly sketched my plan, I returned 
to the situations of detail which I had marked out. The result 
of the form in which I arranged them was the two first parts 
of Julie, which I wrote and made a fair copy of during the 
winter months with indescribable pleasure, using the finest gilt- 
edged paper, blue and silver writing-sand to dry the ink, and 
blue ribbon to fasten my manuscript ; in short, nothing was 
sufficiently elegant or refined for the charming girls, with whom, 
like another Pygmalion, I was infatuated. Every evening, by the 
fireside, I read and read again these two parts to the women-folk. 
The daughter, without saying a word, and moved to tenderness, 
joined her sobs to mine ; the mother, finding no compliments in 
it, understood nothing of it, remained quiet, and contented her- 
self with repeating to me, during the intervals of silence, “ That 
is very fine, sir.’^ 

Madame d’Epinay, uneasy at knowing that I was alone in 
winter, in the middle of the forest, in a lonely house, frequently 
sent to inquire after me. I had never received such genuine 
proofs of her friendship, and my own feelings towards her never 
responded to them with greater warmth. Amongst these proofs, 
I should be wrong to omit to state that she sent me her portrait, 
and asked me to tell her how she could procure mine, which had 
been painted by Latour, and exhibited at the Salon. Nor 
ought I to omit another mark of her attention, which will appear 
laughable, but is a feature in the history of my character, by 
reason of the impression which it produced upon me. One day, 
when it was freezing very hard, I opened a parcel which she had 
sent, containing several things which she had undertaken to 
procure for me, and found in it a little under-petticoat of English 
flannel, which she informed me she had worn, out of which she 
desired me to make myself a waistcoat. The style of her note was 
charming, full of tenderness and simplicity. This mark of atten- 
tion, which was more than friendly, appeared to me so tender, 
as if she had stripped herself to clothe me, that, in my emotion, 
I kissed the note and the petticoat with tears. Ther^se thought 
that I had gone mad. It is singular that, of all the marks of 
friendship lavished upon me by Madame d’Epinay, not one has 


US, I ] ave never thought of it without emotion. I kept her little 
note f )r a long time, and I should still have it in my possession, 
if it hi d not shared the fate of all my other letters of that period. 

Alt] LOugh the difficulty I had in making water gave me little 
rest d iring the winter, and, for part of the time, I was obliged 
to use probes, yet, on the whole, it was the most enjoyable and 
most |uiet time that I had spent since my arrival in France. 

- For tlie four or five months, during which the bad weather 
secured me still further from the interruptions of unexpected 
visito] s, I enjoyed, more than I ever had or have done before or 
since, this independent, even, and simple life, the enjoyment of 
which only increased its value, without any other society than 
that cf the two women in reality, and that of the two cousins 
in ide u It was at that time, especially, that I congratulated 
mysel ' more and more every day upon the resolution which I 
had had the good sense to take, without paying heed to the 
outcries of my friends, who were annoyed to see me delivered 
from ;heir tyranny ; and, when I heard of the attempt of a 
madnr an,’^ when Deleyre and Madame d’Epinay informed me in 
their 1 otters of the disturbance and agitation prevailing in Paris, 
I heartily thanked Heaven for having kept me at a distance from 
those spectacles of horror and crime, which would only have 
fed ar d sharpened the bilious temperament, which the sight of 
public disturbances stirred up within me ; whereas now, seeing 
mysel surrounded by nothing but smiling and peaceful objects in 
my re ;reat, my heart was entirely given up to amiable feelings. 
I here record with satisfaction the course of the last peaceful 
momeits which I have been permitted to enjoy. The spring 
which followed this calm winter saw the germs of the misfortunes 
which I have still to describe burst forth, in the series of which 
will b( ; found no similar intervals, in which I have had time to 
take Ireath. 

I tl: ink, however, that I remember that, during this interval 
of peace, and even in the depths of my solitude, I did not 
reman i altogether undisturbed by the Holbachians. Diderot 
stirrec up some annoyances against me, and, unless I am very 
much mistaken, it was during this winter that the “ Fils 
Naturd appeared, of which I shall have to speak presently. 
Not tc mention that, for reasons which will subsequently appear, 
very lew trustworthy records of that period have been pre- 
served , even those which I have been permitted to keep are 
i The attempt made by Damiens to assassinate Louis XV. 
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letters. Madame d’Epinay and Madame d’Houdetot only put 
the day of the week, and Deleyre usually did the same. When 
I wanted to arrange these letters in order, I was obliged to 
grope in the dark and to supply the omissions by uncertain 
dates, upon which I cannot rely. Therefore, as I am unable 
to fix with certainty the date of the commencement of these 
quarrels, I prefer to relate afterwards, in a single section, all that 
I can recollect about them. 

The return of spring had redoubled my tender frenzies, 
and in my erotic transports I had composed for the last parts 
of Julie several letters which have a flavour of the rapturous 
frame of mind in which I wrote them. I may mention, amongst 
others, that which deals with the Elysium and the walk along 
the shores of the lake, which, if I rightly recollect, are at the 
end of the fourth part. If anyone can read these two letters, 
without feeling his heart softened and melted by the same emo- 
tion which dictated them to me, he had better shut the book ; 
he is incapable of judging of matters of sentiment. 

^I^^actly at the same time, I had a second unexpected visit 
from Madame dTIoudetot. In the absence of her husband, 
who was a captain in the Gendarmerie, and of her lover, who 
was also in the service, she had come to Eaubonne, in the 
midst of the valley of Montmorency, where she had taken a 
very nice house. It was from there that she made a second 
excursion to the Hermitage. On this occasion, she came on 
horseback, dressed in men’s clothes. Although I am not fond 
of such masquerades, I was charmed with the air of romance 
in this particular case, and this time — it was love. As it was 
the first and only time in my life, and its consequences have 
stamped it indelibly upon my recollection with terrible force, 
I must be permitted to enter with some detail into the matter. 

Madame la Comtesse d’Houdetot was approaching her thir- 
tieth year, and was by no means handsome. Her face was 
pitted with small-pox, her complexion was coarse, she was short- 
sighted, and her eyes were rather too round, but, notwith- 
standing, she looked young, and her features, at once lively 
and gentle, were attractive. She had an aburidance of luxu- 
riant black hair, which curled naturally, and reached down to 
her knees. Her figure was neat, and all her movements were 
marked by awkwardness and grace combined. Her wit was both 
natural and agreeable ; gaiety, lightheartedness, and simplicity 
were happily united in it. She overflowed with delightful sallies 



of wi1^ which were perfectly spontaneous^ and which oiten tell 
from her lips involuntarily. She possessed several agreeable 
accoii plishments^ played the piano^ danced well, and composed 
very j Tetty verses. As for her character, it was angelic ; gentle- 
ness ( f soul was the foundation of it ; and, with the exception 
of pri dence and strength, all the virtues were combined in it. 
Abov< all, she was so completely to be trusted in her inter- 
course, and was so loyal to those with whom she associated, 
that £ ven her enemies had no need to conceal themselves from 
her. By her enemies, I mean those men, or, rather, those 
wome 1 who hated her ; for, as for herself, her heart was in- 
capab e of hatred, and I believe that this similarity of disposition 
greatl ^ contributed to inspire me with passion for her. In the 
confid ences of the most intimate friendship, I have never heard 
her sj eak ill of the absent, not even of her sister-in-law. She 
was uEiable either to disguise her thoughts from anyone, or to 
repres 5 any of her feelings : and I am quite convinced that 
she spoke of her lover even to her husband, as she spoke of 
him t' > her friends, acquaintances, and everybody, without dis- 
tinction. Lastly, what proves unquestionably the purity and 
sincer ty of her excellent disposition is, that, being subject to 
fits of most remarkable absence of mind, she was often guilty 
of the most ridiculous indiscretions, which were in the highest 
degre( imprudent, as far as she was herself concerned, but 
which were never offensive to others. 

She had been married very young and against her inclina- 
tions 0 the Comte d’Houdetot, a man of position and a gallant 
soldie: , but a gambler and a shuffler, and a person of but few 
amiable qualities, whom she had never loved. She found in 
M. de Saint-Lambert all the good qualities of her husband, 
togetl er with others that were more agreeable — intellect, virtue, 
and ti lent. If one can excuse anything in the manners of the 
age, i is undoubtedly an attachment, which is refined by its 
durati m, honoured by its effects, and only cemented by mutual 
esteen s. 

As :ar as I have been able to judge, she came to see me a 
little j rom her own inclination, but more from a desire to please 
Saint- Lambert, who had exhorted her to do so, and was right in 
believ ng that the friendship, which was beginning to be formed 
betwe m as, would make this society agreeable to all three. She 
knew ;hat 1 was aware of their relations, and, being able to speak 
of hin i to me without restraint, it was natural that she should 
find n ly society agreeable. She came ; I saw her. I was intoxi- 


my eyes ; this object became centred in her. I saw my Julie in 
Madame d’Houdetot^ and soon I saw only Madame d’Houdetot, 
but invested with all the perfections with which I had just 
adorned the idol of my heart. To complete my intoxication, she 
spoke to me of Saint-Lambert in the language of passionate love. 

0 contagious power of love ! When I listened to her, when I 
found myself near her, I was seized with a delightful shivering, 
which I have never felt when with anyone else. When she spoke, 

1 felt myself overcome by emotion. I imagined that I was 
interesting myself only in her feelings, when my own were similar. 
I swallowed in deep draughts the contents of the poisoned cup, of 
which as yet I only tasted the sweetness. At Tast, without either 
of us perceiving it, she inspired me with all those feelings for 
herself which she expressed for her lover. Alas ! it was very 
late, it was very hard for me, to be consumed by a passion, as 
violent as it was unfortunate, for a woman whose heart was full 
of love for another ! 

In spite of the extraordinary emotions which I had felt in 
her presence, I did not at first understand what had happened 
to me. It was not until she had left me that, when I attempted 
to think of Julie, I was surprised to find that I could think of 
nothing but Madame d’Houdetot. Then the scales fell from my 
eyes ; I understood my misfortune, I groaned over it, but I did 
not foresee its results. I hesitated for a long time how I should 
behave towards her, as if real love left anyone sufficiently rational 
to be able to act in accordance with the result of such delibera- 
tions. I had not made up my mind, when she came again and 
took me by surprise. On this occasion, I understood the state of 
things. Shame, the companion of evil, made me speechless. I 
trembled before her, not venturing to open my mouth or lift my 
eyes. I was inexpressibly troubled, and she must have seen it. 
I resolved to confess it, and to leave her to guess the reason. 
This would be telling her the truth plainly enough. 

If I had been young and attractive, and Madame d’Houdetot 
had shown herself weak, I should here blame her conduct. 
Nothing of the kind j I can only applaud and admire it. The 
course she took was equally generous and prudent. She could 
not suddenly give up my acquaintance without telling Saint- 
Lambert the reason, for he had himself persuaded her to visit 
me. This would have exposed two friends to the risk of a 
rupture, and, perhaps, of a public scandal, which she desired to 
avoid. She esteemed me and wished me well. She pitied my 


folly, and, without flattering, lamented it, and endeavoured to 
cure 1 ae of it. She was very glad to be able to keep for herself 
and h n lover a friend whom she valued. Nothing gave her more 
pleasure than to speak of the close and happy intimacy which 
we m ght form between us, as soon as I should have recovered 
my s( nses. She did not, however, altogether confine herself to 
these friendly exhortations, and, when necessary, did not spare 
the h trsher reproaches which I had so well deserved. 

I scared myself even less. As soon as I was alone, I came 
to m; ^self again. I was calmer for having spoken. Love, when 
it is known to her who inspires it, becomes more endurable. 
The ( nergy with which I reproached myself for the love which I 
felt, 1 lust have cured me of it, if it had been possible. I summoned 
to m; r aid all the most powerful arguments I could think of, to 
stifle it. My moral sense, my feelings, my principles, the shame, 
the cftsloyalty, the crime, the abuse of a trust confided to me by 
friendship, and, lastly, the absurdity, at my age, of being inflamed 
with I a most extravagant passion for one whose heart, already 
enga ^ed, could neither make me any return, nor permit me to 
enteitain the least hope — a passion, besides, which, far from 
havi: ig anything to gain by constancy, became more unbearable 
from day to day : I thought of all these. 

W 10 would believe that the last consideration, which should 
have added weight to all the rest, was the one which weakened 
theii force ? What scruples, said I to myself, need I entertain 
in re gard to a folly by which I am the only sufferer ? Am I a 
youi g gallant of whom Madame d’Houdetot should feel alarmed ? 
Woi Id it not be said, to judge from my conceited remorse, that 
my gallantry, my manner, and my personal appearance were 
on tiie way to lead her astray ? 0 poor Jean Jacques ! love 
on t ) your heart’s content, with a perfectly safe conscience, and 
hav( no fear that your sighs will ever injure Saint-Lambert. 

My readers have seen that I was never presuming, even in 
my youth. Tliis way of thinking was in keeping with the bent 
of n y mind ; it flattered my passion ; it was sufficient to make 
me ibandon myself to it unreservedly, and even laugh at the 
irrel evant scruples, which I thought I had created rather out of 
van ty than in accordance with the dictates of reason. What 
a le >son for honest souls, whom vice never attacks openly, but 
whc m it finds the means to surprise, ever hiding itself under the 
maf k of some sophism — frequently, of some virtue ! 

C uilty without remorse, I soon became so without measure : 
and I beg the reader to observe how my passion followed the 


tracK or my aisposition^ to arag me nnaiiy mto tne aoyss. , nt 
first, it assumed a humble attitude, to reassure me ; and then, 
in order to encourage me, pushed this humility to mistrust, 
Madame d’Houdetot, without relaxing her efforts to recall me 
to my duty and reason, without ever flattering my folly for a 
moment, treated me in other respects with the greatest gentle- 
ness, and assumed towards me a tone of the tenderest friendship. 
This friendship would have been enough for me, I declare, if 
I had believed it to be sincere ; but, as I found it too pro- 
nounced to be true, I proceeded to get the idea into my head 
that love, which was from this time forth so ill-suited to my 
age and general appearance, had degraded me in the eyes of 
Madame d’Houdetot ; that, in the extravagance of her youth, 
she only desired to amuse herself with me and my super- 
annuated passions ; that she had taken Saint-Lambert into her 
confidence, and that, indignation at my disloyalty having brought 
him over to her views, there was an understanding between 
them to turn my head completely, and then to laugh at me. 
This folly, which had caused me, at twenty-six years of age, 
to make a fool of myself with Madame de Larnage, whom I did 
not know, would have been excusable in me, at the age of forty- 
five, in the case of Madame d’Houdetot, if I had not known that 
she and her lover were both too honourable to indulge in so 
cruel an amusement. 

Madame d’Houdetot continued to pay me visits, which I was 
not slow to return. Like myself, she was fond of walking : we 
took long walks in an enchanted country. Content to love her, 
and to venture to declare it, my situation would have been most 
delightful, had not my extravagant folly completely destroyed its 
charm. At first, she utterly failed to understand the silly petu- 
lance with which I received her tenderness ; but my heart, 
which has ever been incapable of concealing an}^ of its emotions, 
did not long leave her in ignorance of my suspicions. She tried 
to treat them as a joke ; but this expedient was unsuccessful. 
Violent attacks of rage would have been the result : she accord- 
ingly altered her tone. Her compassionate gentleness remained 
unshaken. She reproached me in a manner which cut me to the 
heart ; she exhibited, in regard to my unjust apprehensions, an 
uneasiness which I abused. I demanded proof that she was not 
laughing at me. She saw that there was no other way of re- 
assuring me. I became pressing ; the matter was a delicate one. 
It is surprising — it is, perhaps, unique — ^that a woman, who had 
• ventured to go so far as to hesitate should have got out of the 



anan so woii. one reiuseu me iiunimg niau me muou 
frien iship could grant. She granted nothing that could expose 
her t ) the charge of infidelity, and I had the humiliation of seeing 
that the flames, which the slightest favours on her part kindled 
inm/ heart, never threw the slightest spark into her own. 

I ] lave said, somewhere, that one must grant nothing to the 
sense s, when one desires to refuse them something. In order 
to see how this maxim was falsified in the case of Madame 
d’H( udetot, and how completely she was justified in her self- 
depe adence, it will be necessary to enter into the details of our 
long and frequent tete-a-tetes, and to describe them, in all their 
livel ness, during the four months which we spent together, in 
the murse of an intimacy almost unprecedented between two 
friends of opposite sexes, who confine themselves within the 
limil s beyond which we never went. Ah ! if it was so late before 
I fel ; true love, my heart and senses paid dearly for the arrears ! 
Hov great are the transports one must feel, by the side of a 
dear [y-loved object of affection, who returns our love, \vhen even 
a lo’ ''e w’-hich is unrequited can inspire those which it does ! 

B it I am wrong in speaking of an unrequited love ; to some 
exte it mine was returned ; it was equal on both sides, although it 
was not mutual. We were both intoxicated with love ; she for 
her lover, I for her. Our sighs, our delightful tears mingled 
toge ther. Tender confidants, our feelings were so closely con- 
nect ed, that it was impossible that they should not unite in 
som ithing ; and yet, amidst this dangerous intoxication, she 
nev forgot herself for a moment ; as for myself, I protest, 1 
swe ir that if, sometimes carried away by my senses, I attempted 
to r lake her unfaithful, I never truly desired it. The vehemence 
of u ly passion of itself kept it within bounds. The duty of self- 
den al had exalted my soul. The splendour of all the virtues 
ado :ned in my eyes the idol of my heart ; to have soiled its 
divine image would have been its annihilation. I might have 
con mitted the crime ; it has been committed a hundred times 
in my heart ; but — to degrade my Sophie ! could that ever have 
bee 1 possible ? No, no ! I told her so myself a hundred times. 
Had it been in my power to satisfy myself, had she abandoned 
her ;elf to me of her own accord, I should, except in a few brief 
mo nents of delirium, have refused to be happy at such a cost. 
I Ic ved her too dearly to desire to possess her. 

1 1 is nearly a league from the Hermitage to Eaubonne ; on 
my frequent visits, I sometimes passed the night there. One 
bright moonlight evening, after having supped together, we went 
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was a rather large copse^ through which we made our way to 
a pretty grove^ adorned with a cascade^ the idea of wliich she 
had carried out at my suggestion. Immortal souvenir of inno- 
cence and bliss ! It was in this grove that, seated by her side 
on a grassy bank, under an acacia in full bloom, I found, to 
express the feelings of my heart, language that was really worthy 
of them. For the first and only time in my life I was sublime, 
if one may so call all the amiability and seductive charm that 
the tenderest and most ardent love can inspire in a man’s heart. 
What intoxicating tears I shed upon her knees ! What tears I 
caused her to shed in spite of herself ! At last, in an involuntary 
transport, she exclaimed, “ Never, no, never was a man so 
amiable ; never did a lover love like you ! But your friend Saint- 
Lambert is listening to us. My heart cannot love twice.” I 
sighed ; and was silent ; I embraced her — what an embrace ! 
But that was all. For six months she had lived alone, that is to 
say, far from her lover and her husband ; during three of these 
months I saw her nearly every day, and Love was always with 
us. We had supped alone ; we were alone, in a grove, beneath 
the light of the moon ; and, after two hours of the liveliest and 
tenderest conversation, she left, in the middle of the night, this 
grove and the arms of her friend, as free from guilt, as pure in 
heart and person as she had entered it. Reader, weigh all these 
circumstances : I will add no more. 

At the same time, let no one imagine that, on this occasion, 
my feelings left me as undisturbed as in the presence of Ther^se 
or mamma. I have already said that this time it was love — love 
in all its force and in all its frenzy. I will not describe the agita- 
tion, the shivering, the palpitation, the convulsive movements, 
or the faintness of the heart, which I felt continually. The reader 
can judge of it from the impression which her image alone pro- 
duced upon me. I have said that it was a considerable distance 
from the Hermitage to Eaubonne. I went past the hills of 
Andilly, which are delightful. As I walked, I dreamed of her 
whom I was going to see, of the tender reception, of the kiss 
which awaited me on my arrival. This kiss alone, this fatal kiss, 
I even before I received it, inflamed my blood to such a degree 
! that I felt dizzy, my eyes swam, I was blinded ; my trembling 
/ knees could no longer support me ; I was obliged to stop and sit 
down ; my whole bodily machinery was utterly out of gear ; I 
felt ready to faint. Aware of the danger, I tried, when I set out 
again, to distract my attention and to think of something else. 
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[their incidental results returned to the attack, and I found 
possible to shake them off. In spite of all my efforts, I do 
Relieve that I have ever succeeded in accomplishing this 
h . y alone, without paying the penalty. I arrived at Eaubonne, 
exhausted, and worn out, scarcely able to stand upright, 
moment I saw her, I was completely reinvigorated. By 
ide, I felt nothing but the importunity of an inexhaustible 
ver useless vigour. On the road, within sight of Eaubonne, 
was a pleasant terrace called Mont Olympe, where we 
itimes met. If I arrived first, I had to wait for her. How 
ul was this waiting ! In order to divert my attention, I 
|npted to write notes with my pencil, which I might have 
en with my purest blood. I was never able to finish a single 
hat was legible. When. she found one in the niche which we 
Agreed upon, all she could read in it was the truly deplorable 
I was in when I wrote it. This state, and, above all, its 
nuance during three months of excitement and self- 
^int, so exhausted me that I did not recover for several 
, and, finally, brought on a rupture, which I shall carry 
me, or which will carry me with it, into the grave. Such 

t he only amorous enjoyment of the man of the most in- 
lable temperament, but, at the same time, of the most 
ng disposition that Nature has perhaps ever produced, 
were the last happy days that have been permitted to me 
rj earth. I now commence the long series of the misfortunes 
ly life, which was seldom, if ever, interrupted, 
roughout the course of my life, as has been seen, my heart, 
parent as crystal, has never been able to conceal, even for 
0 ment, any feelings at all lively which may have taken refuge 
The reader can judge whether I found it possible to conceal 
ng my affection for Madame d’Houdetot. Our intimacy was 
it to everybody ; we made no secret or mystery of it : it 
hot of a kind to require it ; and, as Madame d’Houdetot 
[the tenderest friendship for me, of which she made no 
ach, while I felt for her an esteem, the full justice of which 
cbe knew better than myself, we afforded — she, by her 
ness, absence of mind, and thoughtlessness ; I, by my 
fulness, awkwardness, pride, impatience, and impetuosity 
j[)ur delusive security, more opportunity for attack than we 
d have done if we had been guilty. We went together to 


La Chevrette, we frequently met there, sometimes even by ap- 
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ment. We lived there as usual, walking alone every day 
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schemes^ in the park, opposite Madame d’Epinay’s apartments, 
beneath her windows, from which she continually watched us, 
and, thinking herself defied, glutted her heart, by means of her 
eyes, with rage and indignation. 

All women possess the art of concealing their anger, especially 
when it is strong. Madame d’Epinay, who was violent but 
deliberate, possesses this art in an eminent degree. She pretended 
to see nothing, to suspect nothing ; and, while she redoubled her 
care and attention to me, and almost flirted with me, she at the 
same time pretended to overwhelm her sister-in-law with rude- 
ness and marks of contempt, with which she appeared to wish 
to inspire me as well. It may be imagined that she did not 
succeed ; but I was on the rack. Torn by contradictory feelings, 
while at the same time I felt touched by her tenderness, I had 
difficulty in restraining my anger, when I saw her wanting in 
respect to Madame d’Houdetot. The angelic gentleness of the 
latter enabled her to endure everything without complaining, 
even without resenting it. Besides, she was frequently so absent- 
minded, and always so little sensitive to such things, that half 
the time she did not even notice it. 

I was so taken up with my passion, that, seeing nothing but 
Sophie — this was one of Madame d’Houdetot’s names — I did not 
even notice that I had become the talk of the whole household 
and of the visitors. Baron d’Holbach, who, as far as I know, 
had never before been to La Chevrette, was one of the latter. 
If I had been as mistrustful as I afterwards became, I should have 
strongly suspected Madame d’Epinay of arranging this visit, in 
order to afford him the gratification of the amusing spectacle of 
the amorous citizen. But at that time I was so stupid, that I 
did not even see what was glaringly obvious to everyone. How- 
ever, all my stupidity did not prevent me from finding the Baron 
more contented and jovial than usual. Instead of scowling at 
me, he discharged at me a volley of witticisms, of which I 
understood nothing. I opened my eyes wide without answering ; 
Madame d’Epinay was obliged to hold her sides to restrain her 
laughter ; I could not make out what was the matter with them. 
As the limits of jest were not yet exceeded, the best thing I 
could have done, if I had understood, would have been to join 
in it. But it is true that, amidst all the Baron’s mocking joviality, 
it was easy to perceive the light of a spiteful joy in his eyes, 
which would perhaps have made me uneasy, if I had noticed it as 
much at the time, as I afterwards did when I recalled it to mind. 


One day^ when I went to see Madame d’Houdetot at Eau- 
bonne, on her return from one of her journeys to Paris^ I found 
her sad, and saw that she had been crying. I was obliged to 
restrain myself, since Madame de Blainville, her husband’s sister, 
was present ; but, as soon as I had a moment to myself, I told 
her of my uneasiness. “ Ah ! ” she said, with a sigh, “ I am 
much afraid that your follies will deprive me of all peace for the 
rest of my life. Saint-Lambert has been informed, and wrongly 
informed. He does me justice, but he is annoyed, and, what is 
worse, he does not tell me all. Happily, I have made no secret 
of our friendship, which was formed under his auspices. My 
letters, like my heart, were full of you ; I have concealed nothing 
from him except your insensate love, of which I hoped to cure 
you, and which, although he does not mention it, I can see that 
he considers a crime on my part. Someone has done us an ill 
turn, and wronged me ; but never mind. Let us either break off 
our acquaintance, or do you behave yourself as you ought. I do 
not wish to have anything more to conceal from my lover.” 

This was the first moment when I was sensible of the shame 
of seeing myself humiliated, through the consciousness of my 
offence, in the presence of a young woman, whose reproaches I 
felt to be just, and whose Mentor I ought to have been. The 
indignation which this caused me to feel against myself might 
perhaps have been strong enough to overcome my weakness, had 
not the tender compassion with which its victim inspired me 
again softened my heart. Alas ! was that the moment to be able 
to harden it, when it overflowed with tears which penetrated it 
from all directions ? This tenderness soon changed to anger 
against the vile informers, who had only seen the evil of a 
criminal but involuntary feeling, without believing, or even 
suspecting, the honourable sincerity of heart which redeemed it. 
We did not long remain in doubt as to the hand which had 
dealt the blow. 

We both of us knew that Madame d’Epinay corresponded 
with Saint-Lambert. It was not the first storm which she had 
raised against Madame d’Houdetot ; she had made countless 
attempts to get him away from her, and the past success of some 
of these attempts made Madame d’Houdetot tremble for the 
future. In addition, Grimm, who I believe had followed M. de 
Castries to the army, was in Westphalia, as well as Saint- 
Lambert ; and they sometimes saw each other. Grimm had 
made some advances to Madame d’Houdetot, which had been 
unsuccessful. This so annoyed him that he gave up visiting 
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F mom 1 had to deal^ i might take steps to protect myseii 
t the treachery which was intended against me. My in- 
ition and fury were indescribable. Instead of dissembling 
fdadame d’Epinay, as she had done with me, and employing 
erplots, I abandoned myself without restraint to my 
al impetuosity, and, with my usual thoughtlessness, broke 
penly. My imprudence may be gauged by the following 
which sufficiently show how each of us proceeded on 


occasion 


Letter from Madame d'Etinay (Packet A, No. 44). 

yhat is the reason that I do not see you, my dear friend ? I am 
y about you. You promised me faithfully that you would 
ie yourself to going backwards and forwards from the Hermit- 
1 Upon that, I left you to do as you pleased ; but no, you have 
I week go by. Unless I had been told that you were well, I 
Id think that you were ill. I expected you yesterday or the 
before, but I see no signs of you. My God I what can be the 
er with you ? You have no business, you can have nothing to 
y you either : for I flatter myself that you would have come at 
fco confide in me. You must be ill, then. Relieve my anxiety 
Idiately, I beg you. Adieu, my dear friend. May this ‘ Adieu ' 
* a ‘ Good morning ' from you.” 


Answer. 

" Wednesday Morning. 

cannot yet say anything to you. I am waiting until I am 
r informed, as I shall be, sooner or later. Meanwhile, rest 
ed that accused innocence will find a defender sufficiently 
us to give the slanderers, whoever they may be, some cause for 
htance.” 


OND Letter from Madame d’Epinay (Packet A, No. 45). 

bo you know that your letter alarms me ? What does it mean ? 
j^e read it more than five-and-twenty times. In truth, I do no 
rstand it. I can only learn from it that you are uneasy and 
ented, and that you are waiting until you are so no longer, 
ire speaking to me about it. My dear friend, is this what we 
d ? What has become of our friendship, our confidence ? 


how have I lost it ? Are you angry with me or because of me ? 
ly case, come this evening, I entreat you. Remember that you 
used, not a week ago, to keep nothing on your mind, but to let 
mow of it at once. My dear friend, I rely upon that confidence. 

Stay ! I have just read your letter again. I do not understand 
y better, but it. makes me tremble. You seem to me painfully 
ited, I wish I could calm you ; but as I do not know the reason 
>ur uneasiness, I do not know what to say to you, except that 
dl be as unhappy as yourself until I have seen you. If you are 
lere by six o’clock this evening. I shall start to-morrow for the 


Hermitage, whatever Kind oi weather it is, ana whatever my state 
of health, for I can no longer endure this uneasiness. Good day, 
my dear, good friend. At all risks, I venture to tell you, without 
knowing whether I need do so or not, to try and take care of yourself 
and arrest the progress which solitude allows uneasiness to make. 
A fly becomes a monster. I have often experienced it." 

Answer. * 

" W ednesday Evening. 

" I can neither come to see you nor receive your visit, as long as 
my present uneasiness continues. The confidence of which yon 
speak no longer exists, and it will not be easy for you to regain it. 
At present, I see in your eagerness nothing but the desire of extract- 
ing from the confessions of another some advantage which may 
promote 5^our views. My heart, so ready to unbosom itself to 
another which opens to receive it, shuts its doors in the face of sly- 
ness and cunning. I recognise your usual adroitness in the difficulty 
which you find in understanding my letter. Do you believe me 
simple enough to think that you have not understood it ? No ; 
but I shall know how to overcome your cunning by frankness. I 
am going to explain myself more clearly, in order that you may 
comprehend me still less. 

" Two lovers, firmly united and worthy of each other’s love, are 
dear to me ; I expect that you will not understand whom I mean 
unless I tell you their names. I assume that attempts have been 
made to part them, and that I have been made use of to inspire one 
of them with jealousy. The choice is not very clever, but it appeared 
convenient for malicious purposes ; and it is you whom I suspect 
of these designs. I hope that this makes matters clearer. 

" So then the woman, whom I esteem above all others, with mv 
knowledge, would have the infamy of dividing her heart and her 
person between two lovers, and I the disgrace of being one of tl ese 
two wretches ? If I knew that, for a single moment in your life, 
you could have entertained such thoughts of her and me, I should 
hate you to my dying day ; but I only accuse you of having said, 
not of having thought it. I do not understand, in such a case, which 
of the three you have desired to injure ; but, if you love tranquillity, 
you should dread being so unfortunate as to succeed. I have neither 
concealed from you, nor from her, how much evil I see in certain 
connections ; but I desire that they should be put an end to by 
means as honourable as the feelings which originally formed them, 
and that an illicit love should be changed into an eternal friendship. 
Should I, who never injured anyone, be made the innocent means 
of doing harm to my friends ? No ; I would never forgive you ; I 
should become your irreconcilable enemy. Your secrets alone 
should be respected ; for I will never be disloyal. 

" I do not imagine that my present embarrassment can last long. 
I shall soon know whether I am mistaken. Then I shall p -rhaps have 
a great injury to repair, and I shall never have done anything in my 
life with greater goodwill. But, do you know how I shall repair my 
errors during the short time which I have still to spend near you ? 
By doing what no one but myself will do ; by telling you frankly 
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poor figure ; for I am so overcomf ^ !i, ^ » ''^ry 

vhich takes possession of me that I cann^f slightest uneasiness 
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inspired her with courage ; Lwever she'^dM“”PP-®^°P’‘I 
was as little explanation after sToneral K r "Pl"^'' “• There 
on the next day either * anri before. There was none 

with indifferent matter^ or a few1olL'''''^'f ^“ pp" '^P 
which, while expressing myself to '"T P"ti “ 

yet say anything about tS founds tl f‘ ^ PP“*d not 
protested with all sincerity that to ^P'' ®“sP'cions, I 
whole life would be devoted to ^’-oved unfounded, my 

did not exhibit the least curiosity t^t"^ '"i^^t'ce. She 
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reconciliation, bith on hir part and to me; and our 
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otner i, equaiiy annoying, wnicn i naa cercainiy nuc uruugut upuii 
myse] f, and which were caused solely by the desire of others to 
tear r le away from my solitude, by dint of tormenting me in itd 
These annoyances came upon me from Diderot and the Hoi- 
bachi in clique. Since my establishment at the Hermitage, 
Didei Dt had never ceased to harass me, either himself or through 
Dele}ire ; and I soon saw, from the jests of the latter upon my 
walks in the forest, with what delight they had travestied the 
hermi t as an amorous shepherd. But it was not a question of this 
in my encounter with Diderot, the cause of which was more 
serior s. After the publication of the “ Fils Naturel,” he had sent 
me a ;opy of it, which I had read with the interest and attention 
whicf one naturally bestows on the works of a friend. On 
readii ig the kind of poetical prose dialogue which he had added 
to it, I was surprised, and even somewhat saddened, to find in 
it, an ongst several discourteous but endurable remarks directed 
again ;t those who live a solitary life, the following harsh and 
bitter sentence, without anything to tone it down : “ Only the 
wickei are alone.” This sentence is, it appears to me, ambi- 
guous, and capable of two interpretations, one quite true, the 
other equally false ; since it is impossible for a man who is and 
who ( esires to be alone, to be able or desirous to injure anyone, 
and t lerefore he cannot be wicked. The sentence in itself there- 
fore r squired an explanation ; it required it still more on the 
part ( f an author who, when he wrote the sentence, had a friend 
who was living in retirement and solitude. It appeared to me 
shock ing and dishonourable that, when publishing it, he should 
either have forgotten this solitary friend, or that, if he had 
remei ibered him, he should not have made, at least in the 
gener il statement, the honourable and just exception which he 
owed not only to this friend, but to the many respected philoso- 
phers who, in all ages, have sought peace and tranquillity in 
retire nent, and of whom, for the first time since the existence 
of th( world, an author permits himself, by a single stroke of 
the pi ;n, to make so many villains without distinction, 

I \^as tenderly attached to Diderot, I esteemed him sin- 
cerel} , and I reckoned upon the same feelings on his part^ with 
perfec t confidence. But, worn out by his unwearying obstinacy 
in eternally opposing me in my tastes, inclinations, manner 

i Tl: at is to say, the desire of tearing the old woman away from it, whose 
service 3 were necessary in arranging the conspiracy. It is astonishing that, 
during the whole of this long storm, my stupid confidence in others pre- 
ventec me from understanding that it was not I, but she, whom they 
wantei 1 to see in Paris again. 


disgusted at seeing a man younger than myself attempting to 
control me absolutely like a child ; sick of his readiness in 
making promises, and his carelessness in fulfilling them ; weary 
of so many appointments made and broken on his part, and of 
his fancy for continually making fresh ones, only to be broken 
again ; tired of waiting for him in vain three or four times a 
month, on days fixed by himself, and of dining alone in the 
evening, after having gone as far as Saint-Denis to meet him, 
after waiting for him the whole day, my heart was already full 
of his continued want of consideration. The last instance ap- 
peared to me more serious, and wounded me still more deeply. 
I wrote to him to complain of it, but with a gentleness and emo- 
tion which caused me to drench the paper with my tears ; and 
my letter was touching enough to have drawn tears from him. 
No one would guess how he replied upon the matter ; here is his 
answer word for word (Packet A, No. 33) : 

“ I am very glad that my work has pleased you, that it has 
affected you. You are not of my opinion concerning hermits ; say 
as much good of them as you please, you will be the only one in the 
world of whom I shall think it ; and yet I should be able to say a good 
deal on the matter, if I could say it to you without offending you. 
A woman of eighty years of age ! etc. Someone has told me of a 
phrase from’ a letter of Madame d’Epinay’s son, which must have 
pained you greatly, or else I do not know you thoroughly." 

I must explain the two last phrases of this letter. 

At the beginning of my stay at the Hermitage, Madame le 
Vasseur did not seem comfortable, and appeared to find it too 
lonely. Her remarks on the subject were repeated to me, and 
I offered to send her back to Paris if she preferred it, to pay for 
her lodging there, and to look after her just as if she were still 
with me. She refused my offer, declared that she was very well 
satisfied with the Hermitage, and that the country air did her 
good, which it was easy to see was true, for she seemed to grow 
younger, and was in far better health than at Paris. Her daughter 
even assured me that she would have been, on the whole, very 
sorry if we had left the Hermitage, v/hich really was a charming 
residence ; that she was very fond of pottering about in the 
garden and in the orchard, of which she had the management, 
and that she had only said what she had been told to say, to 
try and induce me to return to Paris. 

This attempt having proved unsuccessful, they endeavoured 


readii ess to oblige had not produced ; they declared that it was 
a crime on my part to keep the old woman there, far from the 
assist mce which she might need at her age, without considering 
that £ he and many other old people, whose life is prolonged by 
the h ;althy air of the country, might procure this assistance 
from Montmorency, which was close to my doors — as if Paris 
had h sen the only place in which there were old people, and it 
was i npossible for them to live anywhere else. Madame le 
Vasse ir, who was a large and very ravenous eater, was subject 
to ove rflows of bile and violent attacks of diarrhoea, which lasted 
seven 1 days, and acted as a remedy. At Paris she took nothing 
for thsm, and let Nature take its course. She did the same at 
the Hermitage, since she knew well that she could do nothing 
bettei . Never mind ; because there were no physicians and 
apothscaries in the country, to leave her there showed a wish 
for her death, although she was jj^ ' very good health there. 
Dider )t ought to have fixed at which it is no longer 

permi :;ted, under penalty of gj^^jged with manslaughter, 

to all( w old people to live out‘ q£ p^ris' 

Thi > was one of the two nf^nstrous ^-ccusations, in regard to 
which he made no exception ’ g^.'ie, in his statement that 

“ Onl; ^ the wicked are alone b . was the meaning of his 

pathe ;ic exclamation and the,, App+pn which he so kindly added, 
“Aw Dman of eighty years "of age ! etc-” 

I tl ought I could not re,^iy to this -eproach better than by 
referring to Madame le V^gseur hersel^- ^ asked her to write 
quite dmply and naturally to MadamP d’Epinay and tell her 
what her opinion was. To -put her comf^^^^^^Y ber ease, I did 
not e\ en ask to see her letter, and I shewed her the following, 
which I wrote to Madame* d’Epinay, in reference to an answer 
which I had decided to make to astill imisher letterfrom Diderot, 
and wiich she had prevented me from sending. 

“ Thursday. 

" Me dame le Vasseur is going to write to you, my good friend. 
I have asked her to tell you frankly what she thinks. To put her 
entirely at her ease, I have told her that I do not want to see her 
letter, ind I beg you to tell me nothing about its contents. 

“ I ^ rill not send my letter, since you oppose it ; but as I feel 
grievot sly offended, it would be a baseness and a falsehood, which I 
cannot permit myself, to allow that I am wrong. The Gospel 
certain y orders him who receives a blow on one cheek to offer the 
other, >ut not to ask for pardon. Do you remember the man in 


IS the part of the philosopher ? 

"Do not flatter yourself that you can prevent him from coming 
in the present bad weather. His anger will give him the time and 
strength which friendship refuses him, and it will be the first time in 
his life that he has come on the day he has promised. He will 
do his utmost to come and repeat, with his own mouth, the insults 
which he has heaped upon me in his letters. I will endure them 
with the utmost patience. He will return to Paris to be ill ; and, 
as usual, I shall be a very hateful person. But what can I do ? I 
must endure it. 

“ But, can you help admiring the cleverness of this man, who 
wanted to come and take me in a coach to Saint-Denis to dinner, 
and to bring me back ; and who, a week afterwards, ^ finds that his 
finances do not allow him to visit the Hermitage except on foot ? 
It is not absolutely impossible, to adopt his language, that this is the 
tone of sincerity ; but, in this case, a strange alteration in the state 
of his finances must have taken place in the course of a week. 

" I share your grief at your mother's illness ; but you see that 
your sorrow is not nearly as great as mine. It causes less suffering 
to see those whom one lovc^^ an to see them cruel and unjust. 

" Adieu, my good friend .' thj\s\s time that I shall speak 

to you about this unfortur^^^ affair* speak to me of going to 

Paris with a coolness anf| which, at any other time, 

would rejoice me greatly.'. 

I informed Diderot of ^hat I ha'*^ regard to Madame 

le Vasseur, at Madame I’Epinay’s suggestion ; and as she 
chose^ as may be imagii^^^j to the Hermitage, where 

she was very comfortabg^ always company, and found her 
life very agreeable, Didgj-ot, no longer knowing what crime to 
charge me with, construct;! this very j^i'^caution on my part into 
one, as well as Madan^e le VasseuV’s continued stay at the 
Hermitage, although it had been he own choice, and it had 
only rested, and still res;ted with her, to return to Paris to live, 
with the same assistance from m ■ o she received at my house. 

Such is the explanation of the first reproach in Diderot’s 
letter, No. 33. The explanation of the second is contained in his 
letter, No. 34 : 

" ‘ The man of letters ' 2 must have written to you, that there 
were twenty poor wretches on the rampart dying of cold and hunger, 
and waiting for the farthing you used to give them. This is a sample 
of our small-talk — and if you were to hear the rest, it would amuse 
you as much as this." 

1 Packet A No. 34. 

2 A name jokingly bestowed by Grimm upon Madame d’Epinay’s son. 



seemed so proud : 


" I believe that I replied to the ‘ man of letters,' that is to say, 
the S( in of a fanner-general, that I did not pity the poor whom he 
had s sen upon the rampart, waiting for my farthing ; that he had 
appai ently amply compensated them for its loss ; that I had 
appoi ited him my substitute ; that the poor of Paris would have 
no re; ,son to complain of the exchange ; but that I could not easily 
find a n equally good one for those of Montmorency, who had much 
greab r need of it. There is here a good and worthy old man, who, 
after raving worked all his life, can work no longer, and is dying of 
hung( r in his old age. My conscience is better satisfied with the 
two sms which I give him every Monday, than with the hundred 
farthi igs which I should have distributed to all the beggars on the 
rampj.rt. You are amusing, you philosophers, when you regard 
all th( I inhabitants of pities as the only people with whom your duty 
bids 3 ou concern yourselves. It is in the country that one learns 
to lov 3 and serve humanity ; one only learns to despise it in cities." 

Su( h were the singular scruples, which led a man of intelligence 
to the folly of seriously making a crime of my absence from Paris, 
and made him attempt to prove to me, by my own example, 
that i : was impossible for anyone to live outside the city without 
being wicked. At the present day I cannot understand how I 
was s ) foolish as to answer him and to feel annoyed, instead of 
laugh ng in his face as my only reply. However, Madame 
d’Epi lay’s decisions and the clamours of the Holbachian clique 
had s( blinded people’s minds in her favour, that I was generally 
consic ered to be wrong in the matter, and Madame d’Houdetot 
hersel ", who was an enthusiastic admirer of Diderot, wanted me 
to go and see him in Paris, and make all the first advances 
towar Is a reconciliation, which, sincere and complete as it was 
on m 7 part, did not last long. The triumphant argument, 
which she made use of to influence my heart was, that Diderot, 
at th:s moment, was unhappy. Besides the storm aroused 
against the “Encyclopedic,” he had at that time to endure 
anoth T, even more violent, caused by his piece, which, in spite 
of the little account prefixed by him at the commencement, he 
was accused of having taken entirely from Goldoni. Diderot, 
even riore sensitive to criticism than Voltaire, was overwhelmed. 
Madai le de Graffigny had even had the spitefulness to circulate 
the report that I had taken this opportunity to break off my 
acqua ntance with him, I considered that it would be just and 
genercus publicly to demonstrate the contrary, and I went to 
spend two days, not only in his company, but at his house, 


Hermitage. I had taken the first in order to hasten to poor 
Gauffecourt, who had an attack of apoplexy, from which he 
has never quite recovered, during which I never left his bedside 
until he was out of danger. 

Diderot received me cordially. How many wrongs can a 
friend’s embrace wipe out ! What resentment, after that, can 
still remain in the heart ? We entered into few explanations. 
There is no need of it in a case of mutual abuse. There is only 
one thing to be done — to forget it. There had been no under- 
hand proceedings, at least as kr as I knew ; it was not the same 
as with Madame d’Epinay. He showed me the outline of the 
“ P^re de Famille.” “ That,” said I to him, “ is the best defence 
of the ‘ Fils Nature!.’ Remain silent, work this piece out care- 
fully, and then suddenly fling it at your enemies’ head as your 
only reply.” He did so, and found the plan successful. I had sent 
him the first two parts of Julie nearly six months before, asking 
for his opinion of them. He had not yet read them. We read a 
portion of them together. He found it all feuillet ; that was the 
word he used, meaning that it was overloaded wdth words and 
full of padding. I had already felt this myself ; but it w^as the 
babbling of delirium ; I have never been able to correct it. 
The last parts are different. The fourth especially, and the 
sixth, are masterpieces of diction. 

On the second day after my arrival, he insisted upon taking 
me to supper at M. d’Holbach’s, We could never manage to 
agree. I even wanted to break the agreement concerning the 
manuscript on Chemistry, as I was indignant at being under 
an obligation for it to such a man. Diderot was completely 
victorious. He swore that M. d’Holbach had a most sincere 
affection for me ; that I must excuse his manner, which was 
the same to everybody, and from which his friends had to suffer 
more than anyone. He represented to me that to refuse the 
production of this manuscript, after having accepted it twm years 
before, would be an insult to the donor, which he had not 
deserved ; that this refusal might even be misinterpreted, as a 
secret reproach to him for having been so long in fulfilling the 
agreement. “ I see d’Holbach every day,” he added ; “ I know 
his inner self better than you do. If you had not reason to be 
satisfied with it, do you think your friend capable of advising 
you to act meanly ? ” In short, with my usual weakness, I 
allowed myself to be overcome, and we went to supper with the 
Baron, who received me in his usual manner ; but his wife 



recei ^ed me coldly, and almost rudely. I no longer recognised 
the amiable Caroline who, before she was married, showed me 
so m my marks of goodwill. Long before, I had fancied that I 
percf ived that, since Grimm had been a constant visitor at the 
hous 5 of Aine, I was no longer regarded with so favourable an 
eye. 

W life I was in Paris, Saint-Lambert arrived on leave. As I 
knev nothing of it, I did not see him until after my return to 
the country, at first at La Chevrette, and afterwards at the 
Hen aitage, where he came with Madame d’Houdetot to ask me 
to ir vite him to dinner. It may be imagined how pleased I was 
to ri iceive them ; but I was still more pleased to see the good 
und irstanding between them. Rejoiced that I had not disturbed 
thei ' happiness, I felt happy in it myself ; and I can swear that, 
duriig the whole course of my mad passion, but especially at 
this moment, even if I had been able to take Madame d’HoudetoC 
from him, I should not have wished, and I should not even have 
felt tempted to' do so. I found her so amiable, so devoted to 
Sail ,t-Lambert, that I could hardly imagine that she might have 
beeii equally devoted in her love for myself; and, without 
desiring to disturb their union, all that I had most truly desired 
fror 1 her in my delirium, was that she should allow herself to be 
lov< d. In short, however violent the passion with which I had 
bee 1 inflamed for her, I felt it as delightful to be the confidant as 
the object of her affections, and I have never for a moment 
reg: Lrded her lover as my rival, but always as my friend. It will be 
sai( that this was not yet actual love. So be it ; but then, it was 
mo ’e. 

I .s for Saint-Lambert, he behaved honourably and judiciously. 
As I was the only guilty party, I alone was punished, and that 
eve n mercifully. He treated me severely, but amicably ; and I 
sav that I had lost something of his esteem, but nothing of his 
frie ndship. I consoled myself, since I knew that it would be 
eas ier for me to regain the former than the latter, and that he 
wa; too sensible to confound an involuntary and momentary 
we ikness with a radical vice. If, in all that had taken place, there 
ha 1 been errors on my part, they were trifling ones. Was it I 
wt 0 had sought his mistress ? Was it not he who had sent 
he' to me Was it not she who had sought me? Could I 
ha /e avoided seeing her ? What could I do ? They alone had 
do le the mischief, and I had been the one to suffer from it. In 
m; ^ place, he would have done just as I did, perhaps worse ; for, 
in Bhort, however faithful, however estimable Madame d'Houdetot 



may have beenj she was a woman. He was very often absent ; 
the opportunities were frequent^ the temptations were great, and 
it would have been very difficult for her always to defend her- 
self with equal success against a more enterprising lover. It was 
certainly a great thing for her and for me, in such a situation, 
that we had been able to fix the limits, which we never per- 
mitted ourselves to overstep. 

Although, in the bottom of my heart, I could produce suffi- 
ciently honourable testimony in my favour, appearances were so 
much against me, that the unconquerable feeling of shame, by 
which I was always dominated, gave me, in his presence, the 
appearance of a guilty person, and he often abused it in order 
to humiliate me. A single incident will make our mutual rela- 
tions clear. After dinner I read to him the letter which I had 
written to Voltaire the year before, and which he had heard 
spoken of. He went to sleep while I was reading it ; and I, 
formerly so proud, now so foolish, did not venture to discontinue 
reading, and read on while he snored. Thus did I humble my- 
self ; thus did he avenge himself ; but his generosity never per- 
mitted him to do so except when we three were alone. 

After he went away again, I found Madame d’Houdetot greatly 
altered in her behaviour towards me. I was as surprised as if 
I ought not to have expected it. I was more affected by it than 
I ought to have been, and this caused me much suffering. It 
seemed that everything by which I expected to be cured only 
plunged deeper into my heart the arrow which I had at length 
rather broken off than pulled out. 

I was resolved to conquer myself completely, and to leave 
nothing undone to change my foolish passion into a pure and 
lasting friendship. With this object, I had formed the most 
admirable plans in the world, which I needed Madame d’Hou- 
detot’s assistance in carrying out. When I attempted to speak 
to her, I found her absent and embarrassed. I felt that she 
had ceased to feel any pleasure in my society, and I saw clearly 
that something had taken place which she did not want to tell 
me, and which I have never learnt. This change, of which I 
was unable to obtain an explanation, tortured me cruelly. She 
asked me to return her letters : I returned them all, with a 
fidelity which, to my great mortification, she for a moment 
doubted. This doubt was another unexpected pang for me, as 
she must have well known. She did me justice, but not imme- 
diately. I understood that the examination of the packet which 
I had returned to her had made her conscious of her injustice. 
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Si>fe with me^ she stoutly denied it. I understood that this 
r< serve was due to Grimm, who, although he was the depositary 
0 ' all my secrets, was unwilling that I should have any of his 
own in my keeping. 

However much my former feelings, which were not yet ex- 
tinguished, and the man’s real merits, prejudiced me in his 
h vour, these feelings were not proof against the efforts he took 
tc destroy them. He received me in the style of the Comte de 
T iffi^re ; ^ he hardly condescended to return my greeting ; he 

ver addressed a single word to me, and soon cured me of 
ac dressing any to him, by never answering me at all. He took 
p] ecedence everywhere, and held first place, without ever paying 
ai .y attention to me. I could have let that pass, if he had not 
displayed an offensive affectation. A single incident out of a 
ttousand will explain what I mean. One evening, Madame 
d’ Epinay, feeling slightly unwell, told the servants to bring her 
something to eat upstairs to her room, where she intended to 
hi ve her supper by the side of the fire. She asked me to go 
uf stairs with her, which I did. Grimm came up afterwards. 
The little table was already laid, but only for two. Supper was 
br 3ught in ; Madame d’ Epinay took her seat on one side of the 
fir M. Grimm took an easy chair, settled himself in the other 
comer, drew up the little table between them, unfolded his 
napkin, and proceeded to eat, without saying a single word to 
m :. Madame d’Epinay blushed, and, to induce him to apologise 
fo his rudeness, offered me her own place. He said nothing, and 
di( i not even look at me. As I was unable to get near the fire, 
I c ecided to walk up and down the room, until they brought me 
a 1 date. At last, he allowed me to sup at the end of the table, 
av ay from the fire, without making the slightest apology to me, 
hi.' senior, in ill-health, an older acquaintance of the family, who 
ha 1 introduced him to the house, the honours of which he ought 
ev :n to have shown to me, as the favourite of the lady of the 
ho ise. All his behaviour to me was very much after the same 
pa tern. He did not treat me exactly as his inferior ; he looked 
up )n me as a perfect nonentity. I found it hard to recognise 
th( former cuistre who, in the Prince of Saxe-Gotha’s establish- 
me [it, felt himself honoured by a look from me. I found it still 
ha: der to reconcile this profound silence, and this insulting 
haughtiness, with the tender friendship which he boasted he 
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tained it for me themselves. It is true that he rarely gave any 
signs of it^ except to sympathise with my pecuniary position^ of 
which I never complained^ or to compassionate my melancholy 
lot, with which I was quite content, or to lament that I so 
harshly rejected the beneficent attentions which he declared he 
was eager to show me. It was by artifices like this that he 
caused his tender generosity to be admired, my ungrateful misan- 
thropy to be censured, and imperceptibly accustomed everyone 
to imagine, that the relations between a protector like himself 
and an unfortunate creature like me could only be, on the one 
side, benefits, and, on the other, obligations, without supposing, 
even as a remote possibility, a friendship between two equals. 
As for myself, I have vainly tried to discover in what respect 
I could be under an obligation to this new patron. I had lent 
him money, he had never lent me any ; I had nursed him 
during his illness, he hardly ever came to see me during mine ; 
I had introduced him to all my friends, he had never introduced 
me to one of his ; I had sung his praises with all my might, 
he ... if he sang my praises, it was less publicly, and in quite 
a different manner. He has never rendered or even offered to 
render me any service of any kind. How then was he my 
Maecenas ? how was I his protege 1 This was beyond my powers 
of comprehension, and it still remains so. 

It is true that, more or less, he was arrogant with every- 
body, but with no one so brutally as with myself. I remember 
that, on one occasion, Saint-Lambert was on the point of throw- 
ing his plate at his head, when he ventured to give him the lie 
publicly at table, by saying rudely, “ That is not true.” To 
his naturally sarcastic tone, he united the conceit of an upstart, 
and his continual impertinence even made him ridiculous. In- 
tercourse with great people had led him to assume airs which 
one only sees in the least sensible amongst them. He never 
summoned his lackey except with an “ Eh ! ” — as if my fine 
gentleman did not know which of his numerous attendants was 
on duty. When he gave him a commission to execute, he threw 
the money on the ground, instead of putting it into his hand. 
At last, forgetting altogether that he was a man, he treated 
him with such disgusting contempt and cruel disdain on every 
occasion that the poor lad, who was a very good fellow, whom 
Madame d’Epinay had given him, left his service, without any 
other cause of complaint than the impossibility of enduring 
such treatment. He was the La Fleur of this new Glorieux. 



/ .s loppisn as ne was vam^ witn nis large, uuii eyes anu iiis 
f abby face, he pretended to have great success with the ladies ; 
and, after his farce with Mademoiselle Fel, he was considered 
b y numbers of the fair sex to be a man of deep feeling. This 
hid made him the fashion and had given him a taste for 
f( minine neatness. He began to play the dandy : his toilet 
became a serious matter. Everybody knew that he made up, 
a id I, who at first refused to believe it, began to be convinced, 
n )t only by his beautiful complexion and by the fact of finding 
s( me pots of cosmetic on his dressing-table, but because one 
rr orning, on entering his rooms, I found him brushing his nails 
w th a little brush made for the purpose, an occupation which 
h( proudly continued in my presence. I argued that a maii^ 
w 10 could spend two hours every morning in brushing his nails 
m ght very well employ a few minutes in filling up the wrinkles 
in his skin with cosmetic. The worthy Gauffecourt, who was 
nc fool, had humorously nicknamed him “ Tiran le Blanc,” 

All this was merely ridiculous, but very antipathetic to my 
clmracter, and at last made me suspicious of his. I could 
scarcely believe that a man, whose head was so turned, could 
h^e his heart in the right place. He prided himself, more than 
an|rthing else, upon his sensibility of soul and vigorous energy 
oflfeeling. How did that agree with those defects, which are 
pe|uliar to little minds only ? How could the lively and con- 
tirmous flights, which a feeling heart takes in pursuit of things 
outside it, allow him time to busy himself with such petty cares 
for his little person ? Why, good heavens ! one who feels his 
hej rt inflamed by this heavenly fire seeks to pour it forth, 
and to display his inner self. He would be eager to show 
his heart upon his face ; he will never think of any other 
cos netics. 

I remembered the compendium of his morality, which Madame 
d’Epinay had told me of, and which she had adopted. This 
con dsted of one single article, namely, that the sole duty of man 
is, 0 follow in everything the inclinations of his heart. This 
cod ^ of morality, when I heard of it, afforded me terrible material 
for 'bought, although at that time I only looked upon it as a 
witticism. But I soon saw that this principle was really his rule 
of c )nduct, and, in the sequel, I had only too convincing proof of 
it at my own expense. It is the inner doctrine, of which Diderot 
has 50 often spoken to me, but of which he has never given me 
any explanation. 

I iremembered the frequent warnings that I had received, 


playing at sentiment^ and that, above all, he had no affection 
for me, I recollect several little incidents, which M. de Francueil 
and Madame de Chenonceaux had related to me on that point ; 
neither of them had any esteem for him, and both ought to have 
known him well, since Madame de Chenonceaux was the daughter 
of Madame de Rochechouart, the intimate friend of the late Comte 
de Friese, and M. de Francueil, who was at that time very intimate 
with the Vicomte de Polignac, had lived much in the Palais-Royal 
just at the time when Grimm began to secure a footing there. 
All Paris heard of his despair after the death of the Comte de 
Friese. It was a question of keeping up the reputation which he 
had gained after the cruel treatment he had experienced from 
Mademoiselle Fel, the humbug of which I should have seen 
through better than anyone else, if I had not been so blind. 
He had to be dragged to the Hotel Castries, where, abandoning 
himself to the most deadly affliction, he played his part worthily. 
Every morning he went into the garden to weep at his ease, 
holding before his eyes his handkerchief drenched with tears, as 
long as he was in sight of the hotel ; but as soon as he turned 
round into a certain narrow street, persons of whom he had no 
suspicion saw him immediately put his handkerchief in his pocket 
and pull out a book. He was seen to do this more than once, and 
the fact soon became public property in Paris, and was almost as 
soon forgotten. I had forgotten it myself ; a fact, which con- 
cerned myself, reminded me of it. I was in bed, at death’s door, 
in the Rue de Crenelle ; he was in the country. One morning he 
came to see me, quite out of breath, and declared that he had 
only just arrived. A minute afterwards, I learned that he had 
arrived the day before, and that he had been seen in the theatre 
the same day. 

A thousand little incidents of this kind came back to me ; 
but something which I was surprised that I had not observed 
sooner, struck me most of all. I had introduced Grirnm to all 
my friends without exception ; they had all become his. I was 
so inseparable from him, that I should hardly have cared to 
continue visiting at a house to which he had not the entry. 
Only Madame de Crequi refused to admit him, and from that 
time I also almost entirely discontinued my visits to her. Grimm, 
on his part, made other friends, both on his own initiative and 
also through the Comte de Friese. Of all those friends, not a 
single one ever became mine. He never said a word to me, to 
induce me at least to make their acquaintance ; and. of all those 



Vi horn I sometimes met at ms rooms^ not one ever showed me 
t le least goodwill, not even the Comte de Friese, with whom 
h i lived, and with whom it would consequently have been very 
p easant to me to form a connection, nor the Comte de 
S :homberg, his relation, with whom Grimm was even more 
ir timate. 

More than this : my own friends, whom I made his own, and 
who had all been devotedly attached to me before they made 
h s acquaintance, showed a sensible alteration in their feelings 
and behaviour towards me, after they had made it. He never 
irtroduced one of his friends to me. I introduced him to all 
ir ine, and he ended by depriving me of them all. If such are 
tl e results of friendship, what will be the results of hatred ? 

Diderot himself, at the outset, warned me several times that 
G*imm, upon whom I bestowed such confidence, was not my 
fr end. Subsequently, he altered his tone, when he himself had 
ceased to be a friend. 

The manner in which I had disposed of my children had 
re:iuired no one’s assistance. However, I informed my friends 
of it, simply for the sake of informing them, in order not to 
a{ pear better in their eyes than I really was. These friends 
w !re three in number : Diderot, Grimm, and Madame d’Epinay. 
D iclos, who was the most worthy of my confidence, was the only 
ore whom I did not inform. However, he knew it. From 
w. iom ? I do not know. It is hardly probable that Madame 
d’ 5pinay was guilty of this breach of confidence, for she well 
kr ew that, by imitating it, if I had been capable of doing so, I 
co.ild have cruelly avenged myself. There remain Grimm and 
Di derot, at that time so closely united in many things — especially 
agunst myself — that it is more than probable that they were 
both guilty. I would wager that Duclos, to whom I did not 
re’^al my secret, and who was consequently in no way bound 
to silence, was the only one who faithfully kept it. 

>imm and Diderot, in their scheme of getting the women- 
fol k away from me, had done their utmost to induce him to enter 
inlo their plans ; but he always scornfully refused. It was not 
un:il later that I learned from him all that had taken place 
be ween them in the matter ; but I learned enough at the time 
frcm Ther^se to see that, in the whole affair, there was some 
secret design, and that they were anxious to dispose of me, if 
no ; against my will, at least without my knowledge ; or that they 
cei tainly wished to make use of these two persons as their tools 
in Borne secret design. In all this there was certainly something 
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contradiction. Let him who pleases believe that it was friendship. 

This pretended friendship was as disastrous to me at home 
as outside. The long and frequent conversations with Madame 
le Vasseur, for several years past, had perceptibly altered her 
feelings towards me, and this alteration was most certainly not 
favourable to me. What, then, was the subject of discussion 
during these singular tete-a-ietes 2 Why this deep mystery ? Was 
the conversation of this old woman sufficiently agreeable for it 
to be considered such a piece of good fortune, or sufficiently im- 
portant to make such a mystery about it ? During the three or 
four years that these conferences lasted, they had appeared to 
me ridiculous ; but, when I reconsidered them, I began to wonder 
at them. This feeling of wonder would have ended in uneasi- 
ness, if I had known at the time what this woman was plotting 
against me. 

In spite of Grimm’s pretended zeal for me, of which he 
boasted so loudly outside, and which was difficult to reconcile 
with the tone which he assumed towards me in my presence, 
I gained nothing by it, from any point of view, and the pity 
which he pretended to feel for me served less to benefit than 
to humiliate me. He even, as far as lay in his power, deprived 
me of the benefits of the profession which I had chosen for 
myself, by depreciating my abilities as a copyist. I admit that 
in that he spoke the truth, but it was not his place to do so. 
He clearly showed that he did not intend it as a joke, by employ- 
ing another copyist himself, and taking away from me all the 
customers he could. One would have said that his object was 
to make me dependent upon him and his interest for my sub- 
sistence, and to exhaust my resources until I should be reduced 
to such a condition. 

All things being taken into consideration, my reason at last 
imposed silence upon my former prejudice in his favour, which 
still made itself heard. I came to the conclusion that his character 
was, at least, very suspicious ; and, as for his friendship, I 
decided that it was false. Accordingly, having made up my 
mind not to see him again, I informed Madame d’Epinay of 
my determination, which I justified by several unanswerable 
reasons, which I have now forgotten. 

She strongly opposed this determination, without exactly 
knowing what reply to make to the reasons which had decided 
me. She had not yet come to an understanding with him ; 
but, on the following day, instead of entering into a verbal ex- 



w dch they had drawn up together^ in which, without entering 
in ;o details, she excused him on the ground of his reserved dis- 
pc sition, and, imputing it as a crime to me that I had suspected 
hi n of treachery towards his friend, exhorted me to become 
Yo :onciled to him. This letter shook my determination. In a 
CO iversation which subsequently took place between us, when 
I ound her better prepared than she had been the first time, 
I g [lowed myself to be completely vanquished ; I persuaded my- 
sel • that I might have judged wrongly, and that, in this case, I 
ha 1 really committed a grave wrong towards a friend, which it 
wa 5 my duty to repair. In short, as I had several times already 
do le in the case of Diderot and the Baron d’Holbach, partly of 
m} own accord and partly through weakness, I made all those 
ad^’ances which I had a right to demand : I went to see Grimm, 
lik( a second George Dandin,i to apologise for offences of which 
he ;iad been guilty against myself ; always under the mistaken 
cor viction, which all my life long has caused me to abase 
my self before my pretended friends, that there is no hatred so 
strrtng that it cannot be disarmed by gentleness and good bc- 
hawour ; whereas, on the contrary, the hatred of the wicked is 
only strengthened by the impossibility of finding anything to 
justify it, and the consciousness of their own injustice is only an 
additional grievance against him who is the victim of it. With- 
out going further than my own history, I have a strong proof of 
thisjaxiom in the conduct of Grimm and Tronchin, who became 
my (two most implacable enemies, of their own inclination, for 
thei “ own pleasure, out of sheer caprice, without being able to 
quo e a single instance of any kind in which I had done either 
of tiem wrong, 2 and whose rage increases daily, like that of 
the iger, from the ease with which they are able to glut it. 

I expected that Grimm, confused by my condescension and 
advj nces, would receive me with open arms and the tenderest 
affection. As a fact, he received me like a Roman Emperor, 
with an unparalleled haughtiness. I was utterly unprepared for 
this reception. Embarrassed at having to play a part so ill- 

1 A character in Moliere’s comedy of the same name, also called Le man 
confo'i du. George Dandin is a peasant, who marries a woman of distin- 
guish :d family. 

2 I was not until later that I nicknamed the latter “ Jongleur ” (juggler), 
long ; iter his declaration of hostility and the cruel persecution which he 
stirret up against me at Geneva and elsewhere. I even soon suppressed 
the nj me when I saw that I was entirely his victim I consider mean and 
paltry vengeance unworthy of my heart, and hatred never sets foot in it. 


my visit. Before taking me back into favour, he delivered, with 
great dignity, a long harangue which he had prepared, containing 
a list of his numerous and rare virtues, especially in matters of 
friendship. He dwelt for some time upon a circumstance, which 
at first struck me considerably — ^that he always kept the same 
friends. While he was speaking, I said to myself that it would 
be cruel on my part to make myself the only exception to this 
rule. He returned to this so frequently and with such affectation, 
that he at last made me think that, if in this he only listened 
to the feelings of his heart, he would show himself less struck 
by this sentiment which he so freely expressed, and that he was 
making use of it as a trick which might serve his purpose of 
self-advancement. Hitherto I had been in the same case : I 
had always kept all my friends ; since my earliest childhood I 
had not lost a single one, except by death, and yet I had never 
made it a subject of reflection ; it was not a principle which 
I had laid down for myself. Since we both had this advantage 
in common, what right had he to boast of it as peculiar to him- 
self, unless he already designed to deprive me of it ? He devoted 
himself to the task of humiliating me by proving that our mutual 
friends preferred him to me. I was as well aware as he was of 
this prekrence ; the question was, how he had obtained it. By 
superior merits or address, by exalting himself, or by endeavour- 
ing to humiliate me ? At last, when he had put between us, to 
his heart’s content, all the distance which could attach value to 
the favour which he intended to grant me, he bestowed upon me 
the kiss of peace in a slight embrace, which resembled the accolade 
which the King bestows upon newly-created knights. I fell from 
the clouds ; I was amazed ; I did not know what to say ; I could 
not utter a single word. The whole scene had the appearance 
of a reprimand given by a master to a pupil, when he lets him 
off a flogging. I never think of it without feeling how deceptive 
are judgments founded upon appearances, to which the vulgar 
attach such weight, and how frequently audacity and pride are 
on the side of the guilty, shame and embarrassment on the side 
of the innocent. 

We were reconciled ; this was at least a relief to my heart, 
which is always mortally distressed by a quarrel. It may be 
imagined that such a reconciliation produced no alteration in 
his manners ; it simply deprived me of the right of complaining 
of them. Accordingly, I resolved to endure everything, and to 
say nothing. 



So many annoyances, one after another, threw me into a 
state of depression, which scarcely left me strength to regain 
command of myself. Without any reply from Saint-Lambert, 
ne i^lected by Madame d’Houdetot, no longer venturing to open 
m r heart to anyone, I began to fear that, in making friendship 
thi idol of my heart, I had wasted my life in sacrificing to 
ch 'meras. In proof of this, out of all my friendships, there only 
remained two men, who had retained my full esteem, and whom 
m; r heart could trust : Duclos, whom I had lost sight of since 
m; ‘r retirement to the Hermitage, and Saint-Lambert. I believed 
th it I could only repair my injustice towards the latter by opening 
m; ' heart to him unreservedly ; and I resolved to make a full and 
CO nplete confession to him, in everything which did not com- 
pDmise his mistress. I have no doubt that this resolution was 
an ,)ther snare set by my passion, in order to keep me closer to 
it but it is certain that I should have thrown myself un- 
remrvedly into her lover’s arms, that I should have submitted 
m; ^self completely to his guidance, and that I should have pushed 
m] ^ frankness as far as it could go. I was ready to write a second 
letter to him, to which I felt sure that he would reply, when I 
learned the melancholy reason of his silence in regard to the 
fin t. He had been unable to endure the fatigues of the campaign 
to the end. Madame d’Epinay informed me that he had just 
ha 1 a stroke of paralysis ; and Madame d’Houdetot, whose 
aff iction at last made her ill herselt, and who was not in a fit 
state to write to me immediately, sent me word, two or three 
da/s later, from Paris, where she was at that time, that he 
intended to be removed to Aix-la-Chapelle, to take the baths. 
I c 0 not say that this melancholy news afflicted me as much as 
hei ; but I doubt whether the sorrow which it caused me was 
les; ; painful than her grief and tears. Sorrow at knowing him to 
be in such a condition, aggravated by the apprehension that 
un lasiness might have contributed to it, touched me more than 
all that hitherto happened to me ; and I felt, to my cruel 
sor 'ow, that I could not find, in my own self-esteem, the strength 
wh ch I needed in order to support such grief. Happily, this 
gei erous friend did not long leave me in such a state of depres- 
sio 1 ; in spite of his illness, he did not forget me, and I soon 
lea med from himself that I had ill-judged his feelings and condi- 
tio 1. But it is time to proceed to the great and sudden change in 
my destiny, the catastrophe which has divided my life into two 
pai ts, so different from each other, and which, from a very trifling 
cai se, has drawn such terrible effects. 


wiic wnexi i lekisc expeciea it, Maaame a\c.pmay sent lor 
me. When I entered the room, I observed, in her eyes and 
manner, an appearance of embarrassment, which was the more 
striking to me as it was unusual, since no one in the world knew 
better than she how to control her features and movements. 
“ My friend,’’ said she, “ I am leaving for Geneva ; my chest is 
in a bad state, my health is breaking up so rapidly that I must go 
and consult Tronchin, even if I have to neglect everything else.” 
This resolution, so abruptly taken, at the commencement of bad 
weather, astonished me the more, as, when I left her thirty-six 
hours before, not a word had been said about it. I asked her 
whom she intended to take with her. She told me that she meant 
to take her son and M. de Linant, and then added, in an in- 
different tone, “ And won’t you come too, my dear bear ? ” As 
I did not believe that she spoke seriously, since she knew that, 
in the time of year upon which we were just entering, I was 
hardly in a fit state to leave my room, I spoke jestingly qf the 
advantage of one sick person being accompanied by another. 
She herself did not seem to have meant the proposition seriously, 
and nothing more was said about it. During the rest of my visit, 
we spoke of nothing but the preparations for her journey, into 
which she threw herself with great energy, as she had made up 
her mind to start in a fortnight. 

I did not need much penetration to understand that there 
was some secret reason for this journey which was concealed 
from me. This secret, which was a secret to me alone in the 
house, w^as discovered the very next day by Ther^se, to whom 
Teissier, the maUre d^hdtel, who had heard it from the lady’s- 
maid, revealed it. Although I am under no obligation to Madame 
d’Epinay to keep the secret, since I did not learn it from her, 
it is too closely connected with those which she did confide 
to me, for me to be able to make any distinction. On this point, 
therefore, I will say nothing. But these same secrets, which 
never have been, and never will be revealed by me, either by 
word of mouth or the pen, have become known to too many, for 
it to be possible that they can have remained unknown to any 
of Madame d’Epinay’s associates. 

When I was informed of the true motive of this journey, I 
should have recognised the secret instigation of the hand of an 
enemy, in the attempt to make me the chaperon of Madame 
d’Epinay ; but, as she had not pressed me at all to accompany 
her, I persisted in regarding the attempt as not seriously in- 
tended, and I merely laughed at the fine figure that I should 



ave cut, if I had been foolish enough to undertake the charge, 
esides, she gained considerably by my refusal, for she suc- 
eded in persuading her husband himself to accompany her. 
A few days afterwards I received the following letter from 
iderot. This letter, merely folded in two, so that anyone could 
fisily read its contents, was addressed to me, “ Care of Madame 
I Epinay,^’ and intrusted to M. de Linant, the tutor of the son 
ifid the confidant of the mother. 


Letter from Diderot (Packet A, No. 52). 

" I am born to love you and to cause you annoyance. I hear that 
^ adame d’Epinay is going to Geneva, and I do not hear it said that 
yi)U accompany her. My friend, if you are satisfied with Madame 
dtepinay, you must go with her ; if you are dissatisfied, you must 
g| all the more readily. Are you over-burdened with the weight of 
the obligations under which she has laid you ? here is an opportunity 
oi partly discharging them and of lightening your burden. Will 
yc lu find another opportunity in your life of showing your gratitude 
tc her ? She is going into a country where she will be as if she had 
fa len from the clouds. She is ill ; she will need amusement and 
di (traction. Winter, too ! Consider, my friend. The objection on 
th i score of your health may be far stronger than I think it is ; but, 
ar ?. you worse to-day than you were a month ago, and than you will 
be at the beginning of spring ? Will you make the journey, three 
m( inths hence, more comfortably than now ? For myself, I declare 
to you that, if I could not endure the carriage, I would take a stick 
an i follow her. Then, are you not afraid that your behaviour may 
be misinterpreted ? You will be suspected either of ingratitude or 
of some other secret motive. I am well aware that, whatever you 
do you will always have the testimony of your conscience on your 
sid 3 ; but is this testimony sufficient by itself, and is it allowed to 
ne| ;lect, up to a certain point, that of other men ? Besides, my 
frilnd, I write this letter in order to discharge an obligation to you 
as well as to myself. If it displeases you, throw it in the fire, and 
think no more of it than if it had never been written. I salute, love, 
anq embrace you." 


1 trembled with rage, and felt so utterly astounded while read- 
ing this letter, that I could scarcely finish it ; but this did not 
pre /ent me from observing how cleverly Diderot affected a gentler, 
mo ’e flattering, and more polite tone than in any of his other 
lett 2 rs, in which he at most addressed me as “ my dear,” without 
con lescending to call me “ friend.” I easily perceived the indirect 
means by which this letter had reached me : the address, style, 
and the way in which it arrived, betrayed the roundabout manner 
of proceeding clumsily enough ; for we usually corresponded 
through the post or the Montmorency messenger and this was 
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of communication. 

When my first transports of indignation permitted me to 
write, I hastily threw off the following reply, which I immedi- 
ately took from the Hermitage, where I was at the time, to 
La Chevrette, to show it to Madame d’Epinay, to whom, in my 
blind passion, I intended to read it, as well as Diderot’s letter. 

“ My dear friend, you cannot know either the extent of my 
obligations to Madame d’Epinay, or how far they are binding, or 
whether she has really need of me on her journey, or wishes me to 
accompany her, or whether it is possible for me to do so, or the 
reasons I may have for refusing. I do not object to discuss all these 
points with you ; but, in the meantime, you must admit that to 
dictate to me so positively what I ought to do, without being in a 
position to judge, is, my dear philosopher, to talk nonsense. The 
worst thing about it is, that I see that the opinion is not your own. 
Not to mention that I am little disposed to allow myself to be led 
by a third or fourth person under your name, I find in these indirect 
acts a certain amount of underhandedness, which ill suits your 
frankness, which, for both our sakes, you will do well to avoid for 
the future. 

“You express yourself afraid that my conduct may be misinter- 
preted ; but I defy a heart like yours to venture to think ill of mine. 
Others would perhaps speak better of me, if I were more like them. 
Heaven preserve me from gaining their approval 1 Let the wicked 
spy upon me and interpret my conduct as they please. Rousseau 
is not a man to fear them, or Diderot a man to listen to them. 

“You wish me to throw your letter in the fire if it displeases me, 
and to think no more about it. Do you think that what comes from 
you can be so easily forgotten ? My dear friend, you hold my tears, 
in the pain which you cause me, as cheap as my life and health, in 
the care which you exhort me to take. If you could correct yourself 
of this, your friendship would be so much the sweeter to me, and I 
should be so much the less to be pitied.'' 

On entering Madame d’Epinay’s room, I found Grimm with 
her, which delighted me. I read to them, in a loud and clear 
voice, my two letters, with an intrepidity of which I should not 
have believed myself capable, and, wdien I had finished, I added 
a few remarks which did not belie it. I saw that this unexpected 
audacity on the part of a man usually so timid astonished and 
astounded them both. They did not answer a word. Above all, 
I saw that arrogant man cast down his eyes, not venturing to 
meet the angry flashes from my own ; but, at the same instant, 
in the bottom of his heart, he was vowing my destruction, and 
I am positive that they agreed upon it before they parted. 

It was about this time that I at last received, through Madame 



Houdetot, Samt-Lambert’s letter (Packet A, No. 57), dated 
rom Wolfenbuttel, a few days after his accident, written in 
nswer to mine, which had been greatly delayed on the road, 
his reply afforded me some consolation, which I greatly needed 
t that moment, in the proofs of esteem and friendship of which 
was full, and which gave me the courage and strength to 
eserve them. From that moment I did my duty ; but it is 
ertain that, if Saint-Lambert had shown himself less sensible, 
ss generous, less a man of honour, I should have been lost 
eyond recall. 

j The weather became bad, and people were beginning to 
leave the country. Madame d’Houdetot informed me of the day 
cm which she intended to come and say good-bye to our valley, 
aid made an appointment to meet me at Eaubonne. It so 
h ippened that it was the day on which Madame d’Epinay was 
1 ( aving La Chevrette for Paris, in order to make her final prepara 
tions for her journey. Fortunately, she set out in the morning, 
a id I still had time, after leaving her, to go and dine with her 
sister-in-law. I had Saint-Lambert’s letter in my pocket, and 
nad it several times as I walked along. It acted as a shield 
aj gainst my weakness. I made and kept the resolution to see in 
Madame d’Houdetot nothing but my friend and my friend’s 
m istress ; and I spent four or five hours in her company, tete-a- 
te> e, in a delightful calm, infinitely preferable, even in the matter 
of enjoyment, to the attacks of burning fever which I had 
hi:herto felt in her presence. As she knew only too well that 
m 7 heart was unchanged, she was grateful for the efforts I had 
m ide to control myself ; it increased her esteem for me, and I 
had the pleasure of seeing that her friendship for me was not 
ex anguished. She informed me of the speedy return of Saint- 
La mbert, who, although he had almost recovered from his attack, 
ws s no longer in a condition to endure the fatigues of war, and 
was leaving the service in order to live quietly with her. We 
for lied the charming plan of an intimate companionship between 
us three, and we had reason to hope that the execution of this 
plan would be lasting in its results, seeing that all the feelings 
wh ch can unite upright and feeling hearts were the foundation 
of i t, and we combined, in our three selves, sufficient talents and 
kne wledge to render any foreign elements unnecessary. Alas ! 
wh le abandoning myself to the prospect of so charming a life, 
I li tie thought of that which awaited me. 

\/e afterwards spoke of my relations with Madame d’Epinay. 
I si owed her Diderot’s letter, together with my answer ; I told 

jj — 860 


her all the circumstances connected with it, and informed her 
of my resolution to leave the Hermitage. She vigorously opposed 
it, and with arguments which were all-powerful with my heart. 
She declared that she would have much liked me to go with 
her to Geneva, as she foresaw that she would inevitably be 
compromised by my refusal ; indeed, Diderot’s letter seemed to 
announce it beforehand. However, as she knew my reasons as 
well as myself, she did not insist upon this point ; but she begged 
me at any price to avoid scandal, and to palliate my refusal by 
reasons sufficiently plausible to remove the unjust suspicion that 
she had anything to do with it. I told her that it was no easy 
task that she was imposing upon me ; but that, being resolved 
to atone for my offences, even at the cost of my reputation, 
I desired to give the preference to hers, as far as honour would 
allow me to go. It will soon be seen whether I knew how to keep 
my promise. 

I can swear that, far from my unfortunate passion having 
lost any of its force, I never loved my Sophie so fondly, so 
tenderly, as on that day. But Saint-Lambert’s letter, my sense 
of duty, and horror of treachery, made such an impression upon 
me that, during the whole of the interview, my senses left me 
completely at peace in her company, and I was not even tempted 
to kiss her hand. At parting, she kissed me before her servants. 
This kiss, so different from those which I had sometimes stolen 
from her beneath the trees, was a guarantee to me that I had 
regained command over myself. I am nearly certain that, if my 
heart had had time to strengthen itself without interruption, 
three months would have been more than enough to cure me 
completely. 

Here end my personal relations with Madame d’Houdetot : 
relations, of which every man has been able to judge by appear- 
ances according to the nature of his own heart, but in which the 
passion with which this amiable woman inspired me, the liveliest 
passion that a man has perhaps ever felt, will always be honoured 
in Heaven’s sight and our own, by the rare and painful sacrifices 
which we both made to duty, honour, love and friendship. 
We had too high an opinion of each other to be able to degrade 
ourselves easily. We must have been utterly unworthy of esteem 
to make up our minds to lose a mutual regard of such great value; 
and the energy of our feelings, which might have made us guilty, 
was the very thing which prevented us from becoming so. 

Thus, after a long friendship for the one of these two women, 
and a deep affection for the other, I took farewell of both on 
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Greatly astonished by the perusal of this letter, I anxiously 
ei ideavoured to find out what it might mean, but in vain. What ! 
ir stead of sending me a simple answer to my letter, he takes 
ti ne to think over it, as if the time he had already taken had 
n( it been enough ! He even informs me of the state of suspense 
in which he desires to keep me, as if it were a question of a 
difficult problem which had to be solved, or as if it was important 
tc him to deprive me of every means of clearly understanding 
his feelings, until the moment when he should be pleased to 
de clare them to me ! What could be the meaning of all these 
pi ecautions, this delay, this secrecy ? Is this the way to respond 
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confidence ? Does this look like honourable and upright be- 
haviour ? I sought in vain for some favourable interpretation 
his conduct ; I found none. Whatever his intention might be, 
^ position made it easy for him to carry it out, if it was hostile 
myself, while my own made it impossible for me to put any 
obstacle in his way. A favourite in the house of a great Prince, 
w:th many acquaintances in the world, a man who gave the 
to le to the society in which we moved, whose oracle he was, he 
w{ ,s able, with the help of his usual cleverness, to arrange all his 
m; ichinery as he pleased ; whereas I, alone in my Hermitage, far 
fr( m ail, without anyone to advise me, without communication 
wil;h the outside world, could do nothing but wait and remain 
qriet. All I did was to write to Madame d’Epinay, about her 
so I’s illness, as polite a letter as could possibly be, but in which 
I did not walk into the snare of offering to accompany her on 
he" journey. 

\fter long waiting, in a state of cruel anxiety, into which 
th s barbarous man had plunged me, I heard, eight or ten days 
laler, that Madame d’Epinay had set out, and I received a 
se( ond letter from him. It contained only seven or eight lines, 
wHch I did not read through. ... It proclaimed a rupture, 
bu: in terms such as only the most infernal hate can dictate, 
an 1 which, from his eagerness to make them offensive, seemed 
air lost silly. He forbade me to enter his presence as he might 
ha re warned me off his estates. His letter, to make it appear 
rid 'culous, only needed to be read with greater calmness. With- 
ou copying it, without even reading it to the end, I sent it back 
to trim immediately with the following note : 


I refused to listen to my just suspicions. Too late I understand 
yoifr character. 

This, then, is the letter which you wanted time to think over. 



the world, and hate me without concealment : that will be one 
falsehood less on your part.” 

The permission which I gave him to show my preceding 
letter referred to a passage in his own, from which the reader 
will be enabled to judge of the profound adroitness with which 
he acted throughout the whole affair. 

I have said that, in the opinion of the uninitiated, my letter 
might have afforded many opportunities for attacking me. He 
was delighted to see it ; but how was he to take advantage of it 
without compromising himself ? If he showed the letter, he ex- 
posed himself to the reproach of abusing his friend’s confidence. 

To relieve himself from this embarrassment, he determined 
to break off his relations with me in the most cutting manner 
possible, and to make me feel, in his letter, the favour which he 
did me by not showing mine. He felt quite certain that, in my 
indignant anger, I should reject his pretended discretion, and 
allow him to show my letter to everybody. This was exactly 
what he wanted, and everything turned out as he had planned. 
He sent my letter all round Paris, together with remarks of his 
own, which, however, did not prove so successful as he had ex- 
pected. It was not considered that the permission to show my 
letter, which he had known how to extort from me, exempted 
him from reproach, for having so lightly taken me at my 
word in order to injure me. People kept asking what personal 
wrong I had done to him that could justify so violent a hatred. 
At last they came to the conclusion that, even if they had been 
of such a nature as to oblige him to break with me, friendship, 
even though extinguished, still had rights which he ought to have 
respected. But, unfortunately, Paris is frivolous. Impressions of 
the moment are soon forgotten. The unfortunate man who is 
absent is neglected ; the prosperous man inspires respect by 
his presence. The game of intrigue and wickedness continues, 
and is renewed ; and its effects, unceasingly reviving, soon 
efface the past. 

This was the way in which this man, after having so long 
deceived me, at last threw off the mask, convinced that, in the 
state to which he had brought matters, he no longer needed it. 
Relieved from all apprehension of being unjust towards this 
wretch, I left him to his own reflections, and ceased to think of 
him. Eight days after the receipt of his letter, I received from 
Geneva an answer from Madame d’Epinay to my former letter 
(Packet B, No. lo). I saw, from the tone which she assumed 
for the first time in her life, that both, reckoning upon the 


ipon me as a man lost beyond all hope of safety, they intended 
:o devote themselves from that time forth, without any risk, to 
he pleasure of completely crushing me. 

In fact, my condition was most deplorable. I saw all my 
: riends leaving me, without my knowing how or why. Diderot, 
who boasted of alone remaining faithful to me, and who had, 
i 3r three months past, promised to pay me a visit, never came 
f t all. The winter now began to make itself felt, and, with it, 
£ ttacks of my usual complaints. My constitution, although 
\ igorous, had been unable to sustain the conflicts of so many 
c :)ntradictory passions. I was in a state of exhaustion, which 
1( ft me neither strength nor courage to resist anything. Even if 
n y promises, even if the continued remonstrances of Diderot and 
k adame d’Houdetot had allowed me to leave the Hermitage at 
tliis moment, I did not know either where to go or how to drag 
rrlyself there. I remained stupid and motionless, without power 
to think or act. The mere idea of taking a step, of writing a letter, 
o| saying a word, made me shudder. However, I could not leave 
Midame d’Epinay’s letter unanswered, without confessing that 
I ieserved the treatment with which she and her friend over- 
w lelmed me. I decided to communicate my feelings and resolu- 
ti( ns to her, not doubting for a moment that the feelings of 
he manity, generosity, propriety, and the good qualities which 
I 1 lelieved I had recognised in her, in spite of those that were 
ba i, would make her hasten to agree with me. My letter was as 
fol ows ; 

“ The Hermitage, November ' I ' yrd , 1757. 

‘ If one could die of grief, I should not be alive now. But at last 
I 1 ave made up my mind. All friendship between us is over, 
ma iam ; but that which no longer exists still preserves its rights, 
wh ch I know how to respect. I have by no moans forgotten your 
kin iness towards me, and you can reckon upon all the gratitude 
whi zh. a man can feel for one whom he can no longer love. All 
furl her explanation would be useless : I keep my own conscience, and 
refc r you to your own. 

" I wanted to leave the Hermitage, and I ought to have done 
so. But it is declared that I must remain here until spring ; and 
sine 3 my friends desire it, I will remain until then, if you consent 


Mter this letter had been written and despatched, my only 
thought was to remain quiet at the Hermitage, take care of my 
heaith, endeavour to recover my strength, and make arrange- 
merlts to leave in the spring, without creating any disturbance 



Grimm and Madame d’Epinay reckoned upon, as will be seen 
directly. 

A few days later, I at last had the pleasure of receiving from 
Diderot the visit which he had so often promised, and as often 
failed to keep his word. It could not have occurred at a more 
opportune moment ; he was my oldest friend ; he was almost 
the only friend I had left ; under these circumstances, my delight 
at seeing him nlay be imagined. My heart was full ; I poured 
its contents into his. I enlightened him upon many facts which 
had been kept from him, or had been disguised or invented. I 
told him what I felt justified in telling him of all that had taken 
place. I made no pretence of concealing from him what he knew 
only too well — that a love, as unfortunate as it was foolish, had 
been the instrument of my destruction ; but I never admitted 
that Madame d’Houdetot knew of it, or, at least, that I had 
declared it to her. I told him of Madame d’Epinay’s unworthy 
artifices to intercept the very innocent letters written to me by 
her sister-in-law. I desired that he should learn these details 
from the lips of the persons whom she had attempted to seduce. 
Therese gave him an exact account of everything ; but my 
feelings may be imagined, when it came to the mother’s turn, 
and I heard her declare and maintain that she knew nothing 
at all about it ! This was her statement, in which she never 
wavered. Not four days since, she had repeated all the details 
to me, and then, in my friend’s presence, she flatly contradicted 
me. This attitude appeared to me decisive ; and I then keenly 
felt my imprudence in having so long kept such a woman near 
me. I did not break out into invectives ; I hardly condescended 
to say a few contemptuous words to her. I felt how much I 
owed to the daughter, whose unassailable uprightness contrasted 
strongly with her mother’s contemptible cowardice. But, from 
that moment, my mind was made up in regard to the old woman, 
and I only waited for a suitable opportunity to carry out my 
determination. 

This opportunity came sooner than I had expected. On the 
loth of December I received an answer from Madame d’Epinay. 
Its contents were as follows (Packet B, No. ii) : 

" Geneva, December ist, 1757. 

" After having given you, for several years, every possible proof 
of friendship and sympathy, I can now only pity you. You are very 
unhappy. I wish your conscience may be as clear as mine. That 
may be necessary for your future tranquillity. 



[or myself, I do not consult my friends as to my duties, and I have 
lothing more to say to you concerning yours.” 

A dismissal so unexpected^ but so clearly expressed, did not 
' eave me a moment to hesitate. I was bound to leave the Her- 
] oitage at once, whatever the weather or the state of my health 
might be, even if I had to sleep in the woods or on the snow, 
with which the ground was covered, and in spite of anything 
I ladame d’Houdetot might say or do ; for, although I was ready 
t3 humour her in everything, I was not prepared to disgrace 
r iyself. 

I found myself in the most terrible embarrassment of my life ; 
b at my mind was made up : I swore that, whatever might 
h ippen, I would not sleep in the Hermitage after a week. I set 
a )out removing my effects, having determined to leave them in 
tl le open field rather than keep the key longer than the week ; 
fc r I was anxious, above all, that everything should be settled 
before anyone could write to Geneva and receive an answer. I 
was filled with a courage which I had never felt before : all my 
viour had returned to me. Honour and indignation, upon which 
Madame d’Epinay had not reckoned, restored it to me. Fortune 
aspisted my boldness. M. Mathas, procureur fiscal ^ of M. le 
Pmnce de Conde, heard of my difficulties. He offered me a little 
haise which stood in his garden at Mont-Louis, in Montmorency. 
I accepted his offer with eagerness and gratitude. The bargain 
wi soon concluded. I hastily bought some furniture, in addition 
to what I had already, that Ther^se and myself might have a 
be<l to sleep on. With great trouble, and at great expense, I 
ms naged to get my goods removed in a cart. In spite of the ice 
am [ snow, my removal was effected in two days, and, oti the 15th 
of [ December, I gave up the keys of the Hermitage, after having 
pai i the gardener’s wages, as I could not pay my rent. 

I told Madame le Vasseur that we must separate ; her daughter 
trie i to shake my resolution, but I was inflexible. I saw her off 
to ] 'aris in the messenger’s cart, with all the furniture and effects 
bel( nging to her and her daughter in common. I gave her some 
moi ley, and undertook to pay for her lodging with her children 
or i [sewhere, to provide for her as long as it was in my power, 
and never to let her want for bread as long as I had any myself. 


1 ' 'he attorney who prosecutes in all cases in which the lord paramount 
or tl e public are concerned. 
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Lastly, the day after my arrival at Mont-Loais, I wrote the 

following letter to Madame d’Epmay : 

" Montmorency, December lyth, i757* 

•• Madam, -Nothing is so f “ “Sg“heri.%7y^ 

house, since you do ^ winter at the Hermitage, 

refused to allow me to spend the tne wi 

I left it on the 13th of December I was^ 

it in spite of myself I S.re if I had paid less 

me to make there, and I "X”? am unhappy : no 

"oSt 'Se“worTd"'Uer than 

i^ifi^uair^ot'disabused of so pleasant a 

mistake.” 

Such is the true story of my stay n unable 

Lren“onX toure,'’^ effects of which will last to my 
dying day. 




BOOK X 

[1758] 

HE extraordinary energy with which a temporary irritation 
ad enabled me to leave the Hermitage^ left me as soon as I 
#as out of it. I was no sooner settled in my new abode than 
jvere and frequent attacks of retention of urine were compli- 
c ited by the fresh inconvenience of a rupture, which had for some 
t|me tortured me, without my knowing that it was one. I soon 
came subject to the most painful attacks. My old friend 
lliierry came to see me, and enlightened me as to my condition. 
Probes, bougies, bandages, all the preparations for the infirmities 
ol age which were collected around me, made me feel rudely, 
tmt one can no longer have a young heart without suffering for 
it] when the body has ceased to be young. The fine weather did 
ncjt restore my strength, and I passed the whole of 1758 in a state 
of! weakness which made me believe that I was near the end of 
my career. I saw it approaching almost with eagerness. Cured 
of idle dreams of friendship, separated from everything which 
ha 1 made me fond of life, I no longer saw anything in it which 
coi lid make it agreeable ; I saw nothing but misery and suffering, 
which prevented me from all self-enjoyment. I yearned for the 
moment when I should be free and beyond the reach of my 
ene mies. But let us take up the thread of events again. 

1 1 appears that my retirement to Montmorency disconcerted 
Ma lame d’Epinay ; probably she had not expected it. My 
me ancholy condition, the severity of the weather, and my 
gen ?ral loneliness, made her and Grimm believe that, by driving 
me :o the last extremity, they would compel me to cry for mercy, 
and to degrade myself to the depths of meanness, in order to 
be eft in the refuge which honour ordered me to leave. I 
changed my quarters so abruptly that they had not time to 
anti npate the step ; no alternative was left to them except to 
go c ouble or quits and ruin me completely, or to endeavour to 
get 1 ae back. Grimm was in favour of the former ; but I believe 
that Madame d’Epinay would have preferred the latter. I am 
inch led to believe this from her answer to my last letter, in 
whic 1 she adopted a much milder tone, and seemed to open 
the (loor to reconciliation. The time she made me wait for an 
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answer-awhole montv- a 

which she .q It She could not go further with- 

thought which she devoted to .^jous^tters, and my 

3: ~y ip'is' •“ 

I will give it in full (Packet B, No. 23) : 

“Geneva, January I'jth, 1758. 

■■ Sir, -I did not V^r lette 

yesterday. It :^-e .^av. I will only answer the post- 

which has been all this tim _ . clearly understand it ; and, 

script : as for the letter itself. I do not X ^ould gladly 

if it were possible for us to ^misundSstanding. To return to 

set down all that has passed v - Xhat we agreed that the 

the postscript. You ^ may Tmake him feel that 

gardener’s wages should be g l^e^fou the laughable and un- 

he was dependent upon °sed A proof of this is, 

seemly scenes which his aL, a few days 

that his first quarter s wages w ^ advanced. I 

before I left I arranged with Yon to rep y ^ 

know that at first you ma e a merely to discharge my obliga- 

you to make these ^ ^Cahouet has told me that you ra- 
tions. and this we agreed ^ be some mistake about the 

fused to accept money Tbere^m^s^^^^^^ ^ 

matter. I have ordered o-ardener in spite of our agreement, 

:KyfnTl"e°o? 

you .ave 

beei kind enough to advance.’ 

di .h.. bpipp 7“ * 2 "« SC 

d’Epinay, I did <iesire to ^enew my 

I did not answer the letter ^^iXshe did the same ; 

with it. Seeing that I had made up y ^ Holbachian 

and entering f '^ZlTwith theTr? “order to ruin me. 
clique, she united her efior ^ working at Geneva. 

While 'they were worlang ^t P^is ® ,_„ljat she had 

Grimm, who afterwards went j joined over, vigorously 
begun. Tronchin, whom tW eafy 

assisted them, and became ^ . ^^j^st me, any rhore than 




known, and where people’s hearts, less disposed to hatred, did 
not receive its impressions so easily. In order to deal their 
blows more adroitly, they began by spreading the report that 
it was I who had left them. (See Deleyre’s letter. Packet B, 
Mo, 30.) Starting with that, and pretending to be still my 
friends, they cleverly sowed the seeds of their malicious accusa- 
tions, in the form of complaints against the injustice of theit* 
friend. The result of this was that their hearers, thrown off their 
^ard, were more inclined to listen to them and to blame me. 
The secret accusations of treachery and ingratitude were spread 
vith greater precaution, and for that very reason with greater 
effect. I knew that they accused me of the most heinous crimes, 
vithout ever being able to learn in what, according to them, they 
consisted. All that I could infer from public report was, that 
hey were reduced to these fovir capital offences : my retirement 
0 the country, my love for Madame d’Houdetot, my refusal to 
accompany Madame d’Epinay to Geneva, my departure from 
1 he Hermitage. If they added other grievances, they took their 
measures so admirably, that it has been absolutely impossible 
mx me ever to learn what was the nature of them. 

! From this time, therefore, I think that I can date the estab- 
lishment of a system, subsequently adopted by those who 
lave the disposal of my destiny, which has met with such 
I ipid success, that it would seem almost marvellous to anyone 
T ^ho does not know how easy it is for everything which assists 
men’s malice to secure approval. I must now endeavour to 
e cplain, as briefly as possible, what is visible to my eyes in this 
s jcret and deeply-laid system. 

With a name already famous and known throughout Europe, 
I had preserved the simplicity of my early tastes. My deadly 
a version to all that was called party, faction, or cabal, had kept 
n e free and independent, without any other fetters than the 
a tachments of my heart. Alone, a stranger, isolated, without 
SI [pport, without family, attached to nothing but my principles 
ai id duties, I followed without flinching the paths of uprightness, 
n iver flattering, never favouring anyone at the expense of justice 
and truth. Besides, during two years spent in solitude and re- 
ti *ement, without hearing any news, without any connection with 
tl e affairs of the world, without being informed or curious about 
ai ything, I lived, four leagues from Paris, separated from it by 
m^ carelessness as far as I should have been by the sea from 
tb e island of Tinian. 



midst of the vortex^ lived in the society of the great worlds and 
divided between them nearly all its circles. Great men, wits, 
men of letters, lawyers, women, all listened to them when they 
acted in concert. It is easy to see the advantage which such a 
position gives to three men united against a fourth in a position 
like my own. It is true that Diderot and d’Holbach were not — 
at least, I cannot believe it — the men to form very black designs ; 
the one was not wicked enough,^ the other was not sufficiently 
clever ; but for that very reason they played their game better 
together. Grimm alone formed his plan in his head, and only 
disclosed so much of it to the other two as was necessary to 
enable them to assist in carrying it out. His ascendency over 
them made this co-operation easy, and the effect of the whole 
corresponded to his superior abilities. 

With these superior abilities, sensible of the advantage he 
could derive from our respective positions, he formed the design 
of utterly destroying my reputation, and changing it into one 
totally different, without compromising himself, by beginning to 
erect around me an edifice of obscurity which it was impossible 
for me to penetrate, so as to throw light upon his stratagems, 
and to unmask him. 

This undertaking was difficult, seeing that it was necessary 
for him to palliate its injustice in the eyes of those who were to 
assist in it. It was necessary to deceive those who were honour- 
able ; it was necessary to keep everyone away from me, and not 
to leave me a single friend, either great or small. What do 1 
say ? it was necessary for him not to allow a single word of 
truth to penetrate to me. If a single generous man had come 
and said to me, “You are playing the virtuous man ; and yet, 
look how you are treated, and how you are judged — what have 
you to say ? ” Truth would have triumphed, and Grimm would 
have been lost. He knew it ; but he had sounded his own 
heart, and estimated men at their true value. I regret, for the 
honour of humanity, that he calculated so accurately. 

In these underground paths, his steps, to be sure, were 
obliged to be slow. He has for twelve years pursued his plans, 
and the most difficult thing still remains for him to do — to 
deceive the entire public. There are eyes which have watched 
him more closely than he thinks. He is afraid of this, and does 

1 I confess, since I wrote this work, that the glimpses which I have had 
of the mysteries which surround me, make me afraid that I did not know 
Diderot. 



ot yet venture to expose his plot to the light of day.^ But he 
as found the least difficult way of accompanying it with power, 
nd this power disposes of me. With this to support him, he 
roceeds with less risk. As the satellites of power as a rule 
ink but little of uprightness, and still less of frankness, he need 
ot fear the indiscretion of any honourable man. Above all, it 
necessary for him that I should be surrounded by impenetrable 
irkness, and that his plot should always be concealed from me, 
since he well knows that, however skilfully he may have laid his 
mans, they would never be able to resist a look from me. His 
great cleverness consists in appearing to treat me indulgently, 
w hile in reality defaming me, and in giving his perfidy the appear- 
a; ice of generosity. 

I felt the first effects of this system through the secret accu- 
se tions of the Holbachian clique, without it being possible for me 
tc know, or even to conjecture, what formed the subject of these 
accusations. Deleyre, in his letters, told me that I was accused 
ofjmost disgraceful offences. Diderot, more mysteriously, told me 
th 5 same thing ; and when I entered upon an explanation with 
be th, the whole was reduced to the four heads already mentioned. 
1 1 ecame conscious of agrowing coolness in Madame d’Houdetot’s 
lei fcers. I could not attribute this coolness to Saint-Lambert, who 
co itinued to correspond with me with the same friendliness, and 
ev m came to see me after his return. Nor could I blame my- 
sel : either, since we had parted very amicably, and, on my side, 
I l ad done nothing since then, except leave the Hermitage, a 
ste3 which she herself had felt to be necessary. Consequently, 
no1 knowing what to consider responsible for this coolness — which 
she did not admit, although my heart could not be deceived — I 
felt generally uneasy. I knew that she was extremely cautious 
in ' ler behaviour to her sister-in-law and Grimm, on account of 
the r relation to Saint-Lambert ; I was afraid of their schemes. 
This agitation reopened my wounds, and made our corre- 
spo idence so stormy, that she became quite disgusted. I caught 
a g impse of a thousand cruel circumstances, without seeing 
any thing distinctly. My position was most unbearable for a man 
whese fancy is so easily inflamed. If I had been altogether 
isolated, if I had known nothing at all, I should have been 
call] ler ; but my heart still clung to the attachments which gave 
my enemies a thousand handles against me ; and the feeble 


1 5 ince these words were written, he has taken the plunge with the most 
comi lete and inconceivable success. I believe that it is Tronchin who has 
supp ied him with the courage and the means 


rays which penetrated my refuge only served to show me the 
blackness of the mysteries which were concealed from me. 

I have no doubt that I should have succumbed to this cruel 
torture, which was too much for my frank and open disposition, 
which, while it makes it utterly impossible for me to conceal 
my own feelings, makes me fear everything from those which 
are concealed from me ; but, fortunately, other things presented 
themselves, sufficiently interesting to my heart to create a 
healthy diversion from those which, in spite of myself, engaged 
my attention. During the last visit which Diderot had paid to 
the Hermitage, he had spoken to me about the article on 
“ Geneva ” which D’Alembert had inserted in the “ Encyclo- 
paedia ; ” he had told me that this article, which had been 
agreed upon together with some Genevese of high standing, had 
in view the establishment of a theatre at Geneva ; that the 
necessary steps had been taken, and that it would soon be carried 
out. As Diderot seemed to look favourably upon the scheme, and 
had no doubt of its success, and as I had too many other things 
to discuss with him to have time to argue further upon the point, 
I said nothing ; but, feeling indignant at all these intrigues to 
corrupt my country, I awaited with impatience the volume of the 
“ Encyclopaedia ” which contained the article, that I might see 
whether I could not find some means of answering it in such 
a manner as to ward off the blow. I received the volume soon 
after I was settled at Mont-Louis, and I found that the article 
was written with considerable skill and cleverness, and was 
worthy of the pen from which it had proceeded. However, this 
did not deter me from my intention of replying to it ; and, in 
spite of my low spirits, in spite of my grief and suffering, the 
severity of the weather, and the uncomfortableness of my new 
abode, in which I had not yet had time to settle down, I set to 
work with an eagerness which overcame all. 

During a somewhat severe winter, in the month of February, 
and in the condition I have already described, I spent two hours, 
morning and afternoon, in an open turret at the bottom of the 
garden in which my house stood. This turret, which stood at 
the end of a terraced walk, looked upon the valley and fish- 
pond of Montmorency, and showed me in the distance, as far as 
I could see, the simple but stately chateau of Saint-Gratien, the 
retreat of the virtuous Catinat. In this place, which at that 
time was bitterly cold, unsheltered from the wind and snow, and 
with no other fire except that in my heart, I composed, in three 
weeks, my letter to D’Alembert upon Theatres. This was the first 



I my writings — lor j uiie was riot naii nriisnea — in wnicn i 
ave found delight in work. Hitherto, virtuous indignation had 
een my Apollo ; on this occasion, tenderness and gentleness of 
ul supplied his place. The injustices of which I had only been a 
ectator had irritated me : those by which I had myself been 
tacked saddened me ; and this sadness, free from all gall and 
tterness, was nothing but the sadness of a too loving and tender 
;art, which, deceived by those whom it believed to be of its own 
stamp, had been forced to retire into itself. Full of all that had 
jist happened to me, still shaken by so many violent emotions, my 
heart mingled the feelings of its sufferings with the ideas with 
V hich meditation upon my subject had inspired me : my work 
s] lowed evident traces of this mingling. Without perceiving it, I 
d ascribed my situation at that time : I portrayed Grimm, 
]\^adame d’Epinay, Madame d’Houdetot, Saint-Lambert and 
n yself. While writing, what delightful tears I shed ! Alas ! in 
w lat I wrote it is only too evident that love, the fatal love of 
w iich I was doing my utmost to cure myself, was not yet 
banished from my heart. With all this was mingled a certain 
feding of tenderness in regard to myself, as I felt that I was 
dying, and believed that I was saying farewell to the public 
for the last time. Far from being alarmed at death, I beheld 
iti approach with joy, but I felt regret at leaving my fellows 
b( fore they had learned to appreciate me properly, before they 
ki ew how much I should have deserved their affection if they 
hsd known me better. These are the secret reasons of the 
singular tone which prevails in this work, and which offers so 
St: iking a contrast to that which preceded it.^ 

C revised and made a fair copy of this letter, and was about to 
ge : it printed, when, after a long silence, I received a letter from 
Mndame dTIoudetot, which overwhelmed me with a fresh 
afi iiction, the most painful that I had as yet suffered. She told 
m( in this letter (Packet B, No. 34), that my passion for her was 
kn 3wn throughout Paris ; that I had spoken of it to persons who 
ha i made it public ; that these rumours had reached the ears 
of her lover, and had nearly cost him his life ; that at last he 
die her justice, and that they had become reconciled ; but that 
shi owed it to him, as well as to herself and her reputation, to 
bn ak off all intercourse with me ; that, in the meanwhile, she 
ass ured me that they would never cease to take an interest in 
me , that they would defend me before the public, and that she 
wo lid send from time to time to inquire after me. 

^ The “ Discours sur lTn^galit6 des Conditions.” 


Nevertheless, I could not make up my mind to condemn him 
yet. My weakness was known by other persons who might have 
caused it to be talked about. I wanted to doubt ; but soon I was 
unable to do so any longer. Soon afterwards, Saint-Lambert 
behaved in a manner worthy of his generosity. Knowing my 
heart tolerably well, he guessed the state of mind in which I 
must be, betrayed by one section of my friends, and abandoned 
by the rest. He came to see me. When he came first, he had 
very little time to spare. He came again. Unfortunately, as I 
did not expect him, I was not at home. Ther^se, who was, had 
a conversation with him, which lasted more than two hours, in 
the course of which they told each other of several things which 
it was of great importance for both of us to know. The surprise 
with which I learned that no one doubted that I had lived with 
Madame d’Epinay, as Grimm was living with her at that time, 
was only equalled by his own, when he learned that the report 
was utterly false. Saint-Lambert, to the lady’s great displeasure, 
was in the same case as myself ; and all the explanations, which 
were the result of this conversation, utterly stifled any regrets I 
may have felt at having irrevocably broken with her. As for 
Madame d’Houdetot, he gave Therdse a detailed account of 
many circumstances with which neither she nor even Madame 
d’Houdetot were acquainted — things which I alone knew, which 
I had mentioned to Diderot alone under the seal of friendship ; 
and it was Saint-Lambert himself to whom he had chosen to 
confide them. This finally decided me. Resolved to break with 
Diderot once and for all, I had nothing further to think about, 
except the manner of doing it ; for I had perceived that secret 
ruptures always proved prejudicial to me, since they left the 
mask of friendship to my most cruel enemies. 

The rules of good breeding established in the world upon 
this point seem to be dictated by the spirit of falsehood and 
treachery. To appear to be the friend of a man, when one has 
ceased to be so, is to reserve to oneself the means of injuring 
him by deceiving honourable men. I recalled to mind that when 
the illustrious Montesquieu broke with Father de Tournemine, 
he hastened to announce it openly, and said to everybody, ‘‘ Do 
not listen either to Father de Tournemine or myself, when one 
speaks of the other, for we are no longer friends.” His conduct 
was highly applauded, and its frankness and generosity were 
universally praised. I determined to follow his example in 
dealing with Diderot ; but how was I to announce the rupture 






luthentically from my retreat, and, in addition, without causing 
i scandal ? I decided to insert in my work, in the form of a 
lote, a passage from Ecclesiasticus, which announced it and 
!ven the attendant circumstances, in terms sufficiently clear to 
inyone who was well informed, while it had no meaning for 
)thers. I further took care only to allude to the friend whom I 
was renouncing in the respectful terms which are always due to 
riendship even when it no longer exists. All this may be seen 
n the work itself. 

; There is nothing in this world but good and bad fortune ; ^ 
nd it appears that in adversity every act of courage is a crime, 
'he very same thing which had been admired in Montesquieu 
nly brought upon me blame and reproach. As soon as my 
^'ork was printed and I had received copies of it, I sent one 
t ) Saint-Lambert, who, the very day before, had written to me, 
in Madame d’Houdetot’s name and his own, a letter full of the 
mderest expressions of friendship (Packet B, No. 37). Pie 
!turned my copy, accompanied by the following letter (Packet 
, No. 38) ; 

" Eaubonne, Octohev loth, 1758. 

" Really, sir, I am unable to accept the present which you have 
ji st sent me. At the passage in your Preface, where, mentioning 
Diderot, you quote a passage from Ecclesiastes ” (he is wrong, it is 
Exlesiasticus), “ the book fell from my hands. After our conver- 
tions during this summer, you appeared to me to be convinced 
at Diderot was innocent of the pretended indiscretions which you 
d to his charge. He may have treated you wrongly ; I do not 
ow ; but I do know that this does not give you the right to insult 
n publicly. You are not ignorant of the persecutions to which he 
s to submit, and now you unite the voice of an old friend to the 
' es of the envious ! I cannot conceal from you, sir, how greatly 
1 s outrageous conduct shocks me. I do not live with Diderot, but 
1 on our him, and I feel keenly the pain which you cause to a man 
1 om you have never reproached, at least in my presence, with 
1 ^thing more than a little weakness. Sir, we differ too much in 
1 ‘ principles ever to be able to agree. Forget my existence ; this 
ou jht not to be difficult for you. I have never done men either good 
or larm which they remember for long. I promise you, sir, to forget 
yo ir person, and to remember your talents alone,” 

felt no less afflicted than indignant, when I read this letter, 
an^ 1, in the excess of my wretchedness, finding my pride again, 
r jplied to him as follows : 

” Montmorency, October 11th, 1758. 

Sir, — When I read your letter, I did you the honour of being 

w’y a qii'heur et malheur dans ce monde : a proverbial expression^ 
eaning, “ In this world everything depends upon luck.” 





surprisea at it, ana i was looiisn enougn to oe anectea oy it ; out 
now I find that it is unworthy of an answer. 

“ I have no wish to continue the copies for Madame d'Houdetot. 
If it is not agreeable to her to keep what she has, she can send it 
back to me ; I will return her money. If she keeps it, she must still 
send for the rest of her paper and money. I beg, at the same time, 
that she will return me the prospectus which she has in her keeping. 
Farewell, sir.*' ^ " 

Courage in misfortune irritates cowardly hearts^ but pleases 
those that are generous. It appears that this letter caused Saint- 
Lambert to reflect^ and that he was sorry for what he had done; 
but, being too proud on his side to admit it openly, he seized, 
perhaps prepared, the means of deadening the force of the blow 
which he had dealt me. A fortnight later, I received the follow- 
ing letter from M. d’Epinay (Packet B, No. lo) : 

“ Thursday, 26th. 

“ Sir, — I have received the book which you have been kind enough 
to send me ; I read it with great pleasure. This is always the feeling 
with which I have read all the works which have proceeded from 
your pen. Accept my best thanks for it. I would have offered 
them to you in person, if my affairs had allowed me to stay any time 
in your neighbourhood ; but I have lived very little this year at 
La Chevrette. M. and Madame Dupin are coming to dine with me 
next Sunday. I expect that MM. de Francueil and Saint-Lambert, 
and Madame d’Houdetot will be of the party. You would do me 
a real favour by consenting to join us. All those who will be my 
guests are anxious for your company, and will be delighted to share 
with me the pleasure of spending a portion of the day with you. 
I have the honour to be, with the most perfect esteem, etc.” 

This letter made my heart beat terribly. After having been 
for a year the talk of Paris, the idea of going to exhibit myself 
before Madame d’Houdetot made me tremble, and I could 
scarcely muster up sufficient courage to sustain this ordeal. 
However, since she and Saint-Lambert desired it, since D’Epinay 
spoke in the name of all those who had been invited, and men- 
tioned no one whom I should not be glad to see, I came to the 
conclusion that, after all, I was not compromising myself by 
accepting an invitation to dinner which was sent me, as it were, 
by ail the guests. I accordingly promised to go. On Sunday, the 
weather was bad : M. d’Epinay sent his carriage for me, and I 
went. 

My arrival created a sensation. I have never met with a more 
cordial reception. One would have said that the whole company 
felt how greatly I needed cheering. Only French hearts know 



people there than I had expected ; amongst others, the Comte 
d’Houdetot, whom I did not know at all, and his sister, Madame 
de Blainville, whose company I could very well have dispensed 
with. She had visited Eaubonne several times during the pre- 
ceding year ; and her sister-in-law, during our solitary walks, 
dad often made her dance attendance until she was tired out. 
She cherished a resentment against me which she gratified during 
this dinner to her heart’s content ; for it may be guessed that 
the presence of the Comte d’Houdetot and Saint-Lambert did 
lot give me the laugh on my side, and that a man who found 
limself at a loss during the most ordinary conversations did 
lot shine very much on that occasion. I have never suffered 
50 much, never cut such a bad figure, or been subjected to more 
mexpected attacks. When at length we left the table, I escaped 
:rom this vixen ; I had the pleasure of seeing Saint-Lambert and 
Madame d’Houdetot come up to me, and we talked together 
luring part of the afternoon, concerning matters which it is true 
vere of no importance, but with the same familiarity as before 
ny fit of madness. This friendliness did not escape my heart ; 
ind if Saint-Lambert had been able to read therein, he would 
certainly have been satisfied. I can swear that, although, on 
ny arrival, the sight of Madame d’Houdetot caused my heart to 
leat so violently that I almost fainted, when I took my leave I 
scarcely thought of her at all, my mind being entirely occupied 
with Saint-Lambert. 

Notwithstanding Madame de Blainville’s spiteful sarcasms, 
;his dinner did me a great deal of good, and I heartily con- 
gratulated myself upon not having refused the invitation. It 
showed me not only that the intrigues of Grimm and the 
Kolbachians had not separated my old friends from me,^ but, 
vhat was still more flattering to me, that the feelings of Madame 
THoudetot and Saint-Lambert were less changed than I had 
expected ; and I at last understood that jealousy had more to 
do with his keeping her away from me than disesteem. Tliis 
eonsoled and calmed me. Sure of not being an object of contempt 
fco those whom I esteemed, I worked upon my own heart with 
greater courage and success. If I did not succeed in completely 
extinguishing in it a guilty and unfortunate passion, I at least 
kept its remains so well in order, that since that time they have 
not caused me to commit a single error. Madame d’Houdetot’s 

1 This was what, in the simplicitv of my heart, I still believed when I 
wrote my “ Confessions.” 


I continued to send her when they appeared; still brought mC; 
from time to time^ messages and notes from her^ of no great 
importance; but couched in polite terms. She even did more, 
as will be subsequently seen ; and the reciprocal conduct of all 
the three, after our intercourse had ceased, may serve as an 
example of the way in which honourable persons separate; when 
it is no longer agreeable to them to associate. 

Another advantage resulting from this dinner waS; that it was 
spoken of in PariS; and served to refute unanswerably the report 
which was everywhere circulated by my enemieS; that I was at 
daggers-drawn with all those who had been present, especially 
with M. d’Epinay. On leaving the Hermitage, I had written to 
him a very polite letter of thanks, to which he replied with equal 
politeness ; and this mutual interchange of civilities continued 
between ourselves and his brother, M. de Lalive, who even came 
to see me at Montmorency, and sent me his engravings. With 
the exception of Madame d'Houdetot’s two sisters-in-law, I have 
never been on bad terms with any member of his family. 

My letter to D’Alembert met with great success. All my works 
had done the same, but this was even more profitable to me. It 
taught the public to mistrust the Holbachian clique. When I 
went to the Hermitage, they predicted, with their usual self- 
assurance, that I should not stop there for three months. When 
they saw that I stopped twenty, and that, when obliged to leave 
it, I still remained in the country, they declared that it was pure 
obstinacy : that I was wearying myself to death in my retire- 
ment ; but that, eaten up with pride, I preferred to die there, 
the victim of my own obstinacy, rather than to give in and 
return to Paris. The letter to D’Alembert breathed a gentleness 
of soul which it was easy to see was not pretended. If I had 
been devoured by ill-humour in my retreat, it would have made 
itself felt in the style of the letter. It showed itself in all the 
writings which I had written at Paris : it ceased to show itself 
in the first work which I had written in the country. For those 
who are capable of observing, this indication was decisive. They 
saw that I had returned to my proper element. 

Nevertheless, this same work, full of gentleness though it 
was, owing to my awkwardness and my usual ill-luck, made me 
another enemy in the literary world. At M. de la Popiiniere’s 
I had made the acquaintance of Marmontel, and this acquaint- 
ance had been kept up at the Baron’s. At that time Marmontel 
was editor of the Mercure de France. As I was too proud to send 



r ly woncs to tnose wno wrote lor tne newspapers, ana yet waniea 
t ) send him this, without letting him think that it was meant 
f )r him in his editorial capacity, or that I desired a notice of 
ii in the Mercure, I wrote upon the copy, which I sent him, that 
il was not intended for the writer of the Mercure, but for M. 
]\;armonteL I thought that I was paying him a very graceful 
c )mpliment ; but he appeared to see in it a deadly insult, and 
became my irreconcilable enemy. He wrote a polite article 
a gainst my letter, but with evident bitterness ; and from that 
ti me, he missed no opportunity of injuring me in society and of 
ii directly attacking me in his works. So difficult is it to manage 
tlie irritable amour-propre of literary men, and such great care 
is necessary, in paying them compliments, to leave nothing which 
cj ,n even be suspected of a double meaning. 

[1759.] — Thus freed from all anxiety, I employed my leisure 
a id independence in resuming my literary occupations with 
g: eater regularity. I finished “ Julie ” in the winter, and sent 
itj to Rey, who had it printed in the following year. However, 
nw work was again interrupted by a trifling, but rather un- 
pfeasant incident. I heard that arrangements were being made 
afl the Opera for a reproduction of the Devin du Village. Highly 
irllignant at the idea of these people so arrogantly claiming the 
rilht to dispose of my property, I again took up the memorial 
which I had sent to M. d’Argenson, to which I had received no 
rmly ; and having revised it, I sent it by M. Sellon, together 
wjth a letter which he was kind enough to take charge of, to 
Ml le Comte de Saint-Florentin, who had succeeded M. d’Argenson 
in! the management of the Opera. Duclos, whom I informed of 


w' lat I had done, spoke of it to the “ little violins,” who offered 
to give me back, not my Opera, but my free pass, which was 
nc longer of any use to me. Seeing that I could not hope for 
ju ;tice from any quarter, I gave up the affair ; and the directors 
of the Opera, without either replying or listening to my argu- 
m nts, continued to make what use they pleased of the Devin, 
wl ich incontestably belongs to me alone, ^ as if it had been their 
ov n property, and to draw profits from it. 

5ince I had shaken off the yoke of my tyrants, I led a tolerably 
ev m and peaceful life ; deprived of the charm of two strong 
at achments, I was also free from the weight of their chains. 
Disgusted with patronising friends, who wanted to have the 
absolute disposal of my destiny and to make me the slave of 


1! It now belongs to them by virtue of a fresh agreement made between 
us buite recently. 


their pretended benehts m spite oi myseli_, i was resolved tor the 
future to keep to connections formed by simple goodwill, which, 
without putting any restraint upon perfect freedom, constitute 
the enjoyment of life, and are founded upon a footing of complete 
equality. I had sufficient connections of this kind to be able 
to taste the pleasures of society, without being obliged to 
submit to dependence upon it ; and, as soon as I had tried 
this manner of life, I felt that it was most suitable to my age, to 
end my days in peace, far beyond the reach of the storms, 
quarrels, and annoyances by which I had recently been almost 
swamped. 

During my stay at the Hermitage, and since my settlement at 
Montmorency, I have made some agreeable acquaintances in 
the neighbourhood, to whom I felt under no obligations. At the 
head of these was young Loyseau de Mauleon, who was just 
beginning his career at the Bar, but did not know what position 
he would take. I had no such doubts as he had. I soon marked 
out for him a brilliant career, which has culminated in his present 
position. I predicted to him that, if he was rigidly careful in 
his choice of cases, and always defended the cause of Justice 
and virtue, his talents, elevated by these lofty sentiments, would 
make him the equal of the greatest orators. He has followed 
my advice, and has felt the benefit of it. His defence of M. 
de Fortes is worthy of Demosthenes. He was in the habit of 
coming every year to spend his vacations at Saint-Brice,a quarter 
of a league from the Hermitage, in the fief of Mauleon, which 
belonged to his mother, and where the great Bossuet had formerly 
lived. It is a fief, in which a succession of such proprietors 
would render it difficult to keep up the old nobility. 

Another of my friends, in the same village, was Guerin the 
bookseller, a man of wit, learning, and amiable character, and 
in the first rank of his business. Through him I made the 
acquaintance of Jean Neaulme, an Amsterdam bookseller, his 
friend and correspondent, who afterwards printed “ Emile.’^ 
Nearer than Saint-Brice, I had M. Maltor, cure of Grosley, more 
fitted to be a minister and statesman than a village cure, who 
should at least have had the administration of a diocese, if 
places were bestowed according to ability. He had been secre- 
tary to the Comte du Luc, and had known Jean Baptiste 
Rousseau intimately. As full of esteem for the memory of that 
illustrious exile as of loathing for that of the rascal Saurin who 
had ruined him, he knew a number of curious anecdotes about 
both, which Seguy had not inserted in the as yet unprinted life 



cue luniier ; aiiu lie ussureu me ciiac tiie \_omte uu jl.uc, lar 
frc m ever having had reason to complain of him, had preserved 
th ^ warmest friendship for him to the end of his life. M. Maltor, 
upDn whom M. de Vintimille had bestowed this comfortable 
rel reat after the death of his patron, had been formerly employed 
in several affairs, of which, in spite of his years, he still had a 
vi^'id recollection, and which he discussed very sensibly. His 
CO iversation, as instructive as it was amusing, in no way re- 
mi nded one of a village cure : he combined the air of a man of 
th j world with the learning of a student. Of all my permanent 
ne ghbours, he was the one whose society was the most agree- 
ab e to me, and whom I left with the greatest regret. 

\t Montmorency I had the members of the Oratory ; amongst 
otiers Father Berthier, professor of physics, to whom I became 
at ached, owing to a certain air of geniality which I discovered 
in him, in spite of a slight dash of pedantry. I found it difficult, 
ho wever, to reconcile this excessive simplicity with his eagerness 
ani adroitness in thrusting himself everywhere; amongst the 
gri :at, the ladies, the devotees, and the philosophers. He knew 
hmv to be all things to all men. I found great pleasure in his 
soi ;iety. I spoke of him to everybody ; and what I said appar- 
en dy went back to him. One day he thanked me, with a grin, 
fo] having found him a good fellow. There appeared to me some- 
th ng sardonic in his smile, which totally altered his features in 
my eyes, and which I have often thought of since then. This 
sn ile may be most fitly compared to that of Panurge, v/hen 
buying Dindenaut’s sheep. Our acquaintance had commenced 
soon after my arrival at the Hermitage, where he frequently 
ca ne to see me. I was already settled at Montmorency, when he 
left to return to Paris. He often saw Madame le Vasseur there. 
Or e day, when nothing was further from my thoughts, he wrote 
m< a letter on her behalf, to inform me that Grimm had offered 
to support her, and to ask my permission to accept the offer. 
1 1 eard that he offered her an allowance of 300 livres, on condi- 
ticn that she went to live at Deuil, between La Chevrette and 
M( ntmorency. I will not describe the impression which this 
ini ormation produced upon me : it would have been less sur- 
pr sing if Grimm had had an income of 10,000 livres ^ or any more 
int elligible connection with this woman, and if it had not been 
CO isidered such a crime on my part to have taken her into the 
CO mtry, to which he was now inclined to take her back, as if 
sh ! had grown younger since then. I understood that the good 
ok lady only asked this permission, which she could easily have 
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losing what she received from me. Although this exhibition of 
charity on the part of Grimm appeared to me very extraordinary, 
it did not strike me so much at the time as it did afterwards. 
But, even if I had known all that I have since found out, I 
should have given my consent just the same as I did, and was 
obliged to do, unless I had been prepared to outbid Grimm. 
From that time. Father Berthier somewhat cured me of the 
belief in his geniality, which had seemed to him so amusing, 
and of which I had so thoughtlessly accused him. 

This same Father Berthier enjoyed the acquaintance of two 
persons, who, for some unknown reason, also sought mine : for 
there was certainly very little sympathy between their tastes and 
my own. They were children of Melchisedec,^ whose country and 
family no one knew — probably, not even their real names. They 
were Jansenists, and passed for priests in disguise — perhaps in 
consequence of their absurd fashion of wearing long swords, by 
which they set great store.® The prodigious secrecy which 
marked all their proceedings gave them the appearance of party- 
chiefs, and I have always felt convinced that they managed the 
Gazette EccUsiastique. One of them, tall, benevolent, and wheed- 
ling, was named M. Ferrand ; the other, short, dumpy, sneering, 
and punctilious, was named M. Minard. They called each other 
cousin. They lived at Paris with D’Alembert in his nurse’s 
house ; and had taken a small house at Montmorency, where 
they spent their summers. They managed for themselves, with- 
out servant or messenger. They took it in turns each week to go 
to market, do the cooking, and sweep the house. They were 
pretty comfortable, and we sometimes had our meals together. 
I do not know what made them care about me : the only thing 
I cared about in them was, that they played chess ; and, for 
the sake of a poor little game, I endured four hours of weariness. 
As they wanted to poke their noses in everywhere, Ther^se 
called them “ the gossips,” and this name stuck to them at 
Montmorency. 

Such, together with my landlord, M. Mathas, who was a 
worthy fellow, were my chief country acquaintances. I still had 
a sufficient number at Paris to make it pleasant for me to live 
there, whenever I might wish, outside the circle of literary men, 
amongst whom I could reckon no friend except Duclos. Deleyre 

1 Enfants de Melchisidech : i.e., persons about whom nothing is known. 

2 An alternative rendering is : “ to which they were fastened/' i.e., from 
which they seecied inseparable. 



thil intrigues of the philosophical clique against me, he had 
de :ached himself from it altogether — or, at least, I thought so — 
I V 'as not yet able to forget the readiness he had shown in making 
hit iself the speaking-trumpet of the whole tribe. 

' !n the first place, I had my old and worthy friend, M. Roguin. 
H( was a friend of the good old times, whose friendship I did not 
ow 2 to my writings, but to my own merits ; and for this reason I 
ha ^e always preserved that friendship. I had the worthy Lenieps, 
m3 fellow-countryman, and his daughter, Madame Lambert, who 
wa > alive at the time. I had a young Genevese named Coindet, 
wh 0 seemed to me a good fellow, careful, obliging, and zealous, 
bu : ignorant, credulous, gluttonous, and presuming ; he came to 
see me immediately after I had gone to live at the Hermitage, 
and, acting as his own introducer, soon established himself on 
a f rm footing, in spite of me. He had some taste for drawing, 
and was a6quainted with several artists. I found him useful 
for the illustrations of “ Julie ” ; he undertook to see after 
the drawings and plates, and executed his commission very 
sue cessfully. 

I L Dupin’s house was open to me ; and although the society 
to )e met there was less brilliant than in Madame Dupin’s best 
da3's, it was still one of the best houses in Paris, owing to the 
dis inguished qualities of its heads, and the select corhpany 
wh ch assembled there. As I had always preferred them to 
all lothers, and had only left them in order to be independent, 
thev had never ceased to regard me with friendship, and I was 
alvkys sure of a welcome from Madame Dupin. I could even 
reckon her as one of my country neighbours, since they had set 
up an establishment at Clichy, where I sometimes spent a day 
or 1 wo ; and I should have gone there oftener, if Madame Dupin 
anc Madame Chenonceaux had been on more friendly terms. 
Bu the difficulty of dividing my attentions in the same house 
bet veen two women who had no sympathy with each other, 
made my position at Clichy too constrained. Being on more 
equ d and familiar terms with Madame Chenonceaux, I had the 
pleasure of enjoying her society with less restraint at Deuil, 
clos 2 to my doors, where she had taken a little house, and even 
at 1 ly own place, where she came to see me pretty frequently. 

i^nother of my friends was Madame de Crequi, who had 
dev )ted herself to a religious life, and had given up the society 
of D’Alembert, Marmontel, and most literary men, with the ex- 
cep|ion, I believe, of the Abbe Trublet, who at that time was a 


weary. I, whose society she had sought, did not lose her good- 
will, and always kept up a correspondence with her. She sent 
me some fat pullets from Le Mans as a new year’s present ; and 
she had made up her mind to come and see me in the following 
year, when a journey undertaken by Madame de Luxembourg 
at the same time interfered with her plans. I owe her a place 
by herself ; she will always hold a prominent place in my 
recollections. 

I also had a friend who deserves the next place after Roguin ; 
my old colleague De Carrio, formerly nominal secretary to the 
Spanish embassy at Venice, afterwards in Sweden, where his 
Court appointed him charge d’affaires, who had since become 
the actual secretary to the embassy in Paris. He surprised me 
at Montmorency when I least expected it. He was decorated 
with some Spanish order, the name of which I forget, and wore 
a splendid cross of precious stones. He had been obliged, in his 
proofs of ancestry, to add another letter to his name, and now 
called himself the Chevalier de Carrion. I found him just the 
same — the same excellent heart, and a mind that developed 
greater amiability day by day. I should have resumed my 
former intimacy with him, had not Coindet, thrusting himself 
between us in his usual fashion, taken advantage of my distance 
from Paris to worm himself into my place, and, in my name, into 
his confidence, and to supplant me, from his excessive eagerness 
to serve me. 

The recollection of Carrion reminds me of one of my country 
neighbours, whom it would be the more unpardonable on my part 
to omit to mention, as I have to confess myself guilty of an in- 
excusable wrong towards him. This was the worthy M. le Blond, 
who had rendered me considerable services at Venice ; and who, 
after making a journey in France with his family, had taken a 
country house at La Briche, not far from Montmorency.^ As 
soon as I heard that he was my neighbour, in the joy of my 
heart I went to call upon him, more as a pleasure than a duty. 
I set out the very next day. I met some people who were coming 
to see me, and I was obliged to turn back with them. Two 
days afterwards I set out again ; he had gone to dine in Paris 
with all his family. The third time I called, he was at home : 
I heard women’s voices, and saw at the door a carriage, which 
alarmed me. I wished to see him, at any rate for the first time, 

1 When writing this, full of my usual blind confidence, I was far from 
suspecting the real reason and result of this journey to Paris. 







tion 01 Memoirs tor the History of r ranee, which would scarcely 
be thought of in any other nation. 

One day, while we were on the best of terms, he gave me so 
cold and freezing a reception, so little after his usual manner, 
that, after I had given him an opportunity of explanation, and 
even begged him to give me one, I left his house, resolved never 
to set foot in it again, and I kept my resolution ; for I am rarely 
seen again where I have once been ill received, and here there 
was no Diderot to plead for M. de Jonville. In vain I puzzled 
my brains to discover how I had offended him ; I could think of 
nothing. I felt certain that I had never spoken of him or his 
except in terms of the greatest respect, for I was sincerely at- 
tached to him ; and, besides that I had nothing but good to 
say of him, it has always been my inviolable principle, never 
to speak of the houses at which I visited in other than respectful 
terms. 

At length, after long pondering, I arrived at the following 
conjecture. The last time that we had seen each other, he had 
invited me to supper at the rooms of some girls with whom he 
was acquainted, together with two or three Foreign Office clerks, 
very worthy fellows, who had neither the manner nor the ap- 
pearance of libertines ; and I can swear that, for my part, I 
spent the evening in melancholy reflections upon the unhappy 
lot of these poor creatures. I did not contribute towards the 
expenses, because M. de Jonville gave the supper ; and I gave 
the girls nothing, because I did not give them the chance of 
earning the present which I might have been able to offer them. 
We left together, in high spirits and on the best of terms. 
Without having paid another visit to the girls, three or four 
days afterwards, I went to dine with^M. de Jonville, whom I 
had not seen since. It was on this occasion that he received 
me in the manner I have mentioned. As I could not attribute 
it to anything else but some misunderstanding in reference to 
the supper, and as I saw that he was not disposed to offer an 
explanation, I made up my mind and gave up visiting him.- I 
continued, however, to send him my works, and he often sent 
me his compliments. One evening, when I met him in the foyer 
of the Comedy, he politely reproached me for not going to see 
him ; but this did not make me return to him. Thus the whole 
affair had the appearance of a fit of sulkiness rather than a 
regular rupture. However, as I never saw him again, and never 
heard anything more of him since that time, it would have 
been too late, after our intercourse had been broken off for 



wly I do not here mention M. de Jonville in my list, although 
I Md for a long time been a visitor at his house. 

[ will not swell this same list with the names of other less 
in1 imate acquaintances, or of those with whom, in consequence 
of ny absence, I had gradually become less intimate, although I 
sti 1 sometimes saw them in the country, either at my own or 
m} neighbours’ houses, such, for instance, as the Abbes de 
Co idillac and de Mably, MM. de Mairan, de Lalive, de Boisgelou, 
Wltelet, Ancelet, and others whom it would be tedious to 
mention. I will just mention, in passing, M. de Margency, the 
Kii g’s chamberlain, a former member of the Holbachian clique, 
wh ch, like myself, he had left, and an old friend of Madame 
d’E pinay, whom, in this also like myself, he had given up ; 
lastly, his friend Desmahis, the famous but soon-forgotten 
aut lor of the comedy called U Impertinent. The former was my 
cou itry neighbour, his estate at Margency being close to Mont- 
moiency. We were old acquaintances ; but our nearness to each 
oth( r and a certain similarity in our experiences brought us still 
clos ;r together. The latter died shortly afterwards. He was a 
mar of wit and ability ; but he in some respects resembled the 
orig nal of his comedy, being a bit of a coxcomb with the ladies, 
by V ^hom his loss was not particularly regretted. 

I cannot, however, leave unnoticed a fresh correspondence, 
whic h began at that time, and which has had too much influence 
upoi the remainder of my life for me to omit to indicate its origin. 
I am speaking of M. de Lamoignon de Malesherbes, first President 
of th e Excise Office, who at that time was censor of published 
books, an office which he filled with equal intelligence and 
mild] less, to the complete satisfaction of literary men. I had 
not e ven visited him in Paris ; but I had always met with the 
most courteous civility from him, in matters connected with the 
cense rship ; and I knew that, on more than one occasion, he had 
sever :ly rebuked those who were in the habit of writing against 
me. [n reference to the printing of “ Julie,” he gave me fresh 
proof: of his kindness : the cost of postage from Amsterdam of 
the pi oof sheets of a work of such size was considerable ; and, as 
all coj nmunications were sent to him post free, he allowed them 
to be i -ddressed to him, and he forwarded them on to me, franked 
by his father the Chancellor. When the work was printed, he did 
not al ow it to be sold in the kingdom until an edition had been 
sold, t le profits of which he insisted that I should take, notwith- 
standi ig my opposition. As acceptance on my part would have 


only refused to accept the present^ which was intended for me, 
without his consent, which he very generously gave, but I wanted 
to share with him the loo pistoles to which it amounted ; but he 
refused to accept anything. These loo pistoles caused me the 
annoyance, for which M. de Malesherbes had not prepared me, 
of seeing my work fearfully mutilated, and prevented the sale of 
the good edition until the bad was exhausted. 

I have always considered M. de Malesherbes as a man of 
unassailable uprightness. Nothing that has ever occurred has 
made me doubt his honesty for a moment; but since his weakness 
is as great as his honour, he sometimes injures those, in whom 
he takes an interest, by his efforts to protect them. He not 
only ordered more than a hundred pages of the Paris edition 
to be cut out, but he mutilated the copy of the good edition 
which he sent to Madame de Pompadour, in a manner which 
deserved to be called a breach of faith. I have said somewhere 
in this work, that a coal-heaver's wife is more worthy of respect 
than the mistress of a Prince. This phrase had occurred to me 
in the fervour of composition, and I swear that no personal 
allusion was intended. On reading the work over again, I saw 
that others would certainly see one. However, I would not strike 
out the phrase, in accordance with my very injudicious principle 
of leaving nothing out, because it might be considered to contain 
some personal allusion, provided my conscience assured me that 
nothing of the kind had been intended when I wrote it ; and I 
contented myself with substituting the word “ Prince ” for 

King," which I had at first written. This alteration did not 
satisfy M. de Malesherbes ; he suppressed the whole sentence in 
a fresh sheet, which he had printed on purpose and glued in as 
neatly as possible in Madame de Pompadour’s copy. She did not 
remain in ignorance of this piece of jugglery : some worthy souls 
were kind enough to inform her of it. I myself did not hear of it 
until some time afterwards, when I began to feel the consequences. 

Is not this also the origin of the secret but implacable 
hatred of another lady whose case was similar, without my 
knowing anything of it, and with whom I was not even ac- 
quainted when I wrote the passage ? When the book was 
published, the acquaintance was made, and I felt very uneasy. 
I told the Chevalier de Lorenzi, who laughed at me, and said 
that the lady in question felt so little offended, that she had not 
even taken any notice of it. I believed it, perhaps rather too 
readily, and regained my calmness at a very inopportune moment. 



At the beginning of winter, I received a further mark of 
M. de Malesherbes’ kindness, which I greatly appreciated, 
alt [rough I did not consider it advisable to take advantage of 
it. d'here was a place vacant on the Journal des Savants ; 
Margency wrote to offer it to me, as if on his own initiative. 
Bi t it was easy for me to see, from the style of his letter (Packet 
C, No. 33), that he was acting under instructions and authority ; 
an i he himself in a subsequent letter (Packet C, No. 47) gave me 
to understand that he had been commissioned to make the offer. 
Th e work was trifling ; it consisted of two extracts a month, to 
be made from books which were to be brought to me, so that 
tb ire would never be any need for me to go to Paris, not even 
to pay a visit of thanks to the magistrate. This gave me ad- 
mi ;sion into the society of literary men of the first rank, MM. de 
Mj Iran, Clairaut, de Guignes, and the Abbe Barthelemy. I was 
ah sady acquainted with the first two, and I looked forward with 
pleasure to making the acquaintance of the last two. Lastly, 
foi this by no means laborious work, which I could easily perform, 
I \ 'as to receive a honorarium of 800 francs. I deliberated a few 
ho irs before deciding, and I can swear that the only reason for 
my hesitation was the fear of annoying Margency and displeasing 
M. de Malesherbes. But, at length, the insupportable restraint 
of not being able to work when I pleased, and of being tied 
to time, and, still more, the certainty of inefficiently performing 
th( duties which I should have been obliged to undertake, 
prevailed over all, and made me decide to refuse a post for 
which I was not adapted. I knew that my talent consisted 
en‘ irely in a certain lively interest in the subjects which I had 
to treat, and that nothing but the love of the great, the true, 
and the beautiful, could enliven my genius. What would the 
contents of the different books, from wffiich I should have had 
to make extracts, or even the books themselves, have mattered 
to me ? My indifference to the whole thing would have frozen 
m) pen and deadened my mind. It was thought that I could 
wr te according to the rules of a trade, like all other literary 
men, whereas I have never been able to write except from 
inspiration. That was certainly not the kind of thing that 
wa; wanted for the Journal des Savants. I accordingly wrote 
a htter of thanks to Margency, couched in the politest terms 
po: sible, in which I explained my reasons so fully, that neither 
he nor M. de Malesherbes can possibly have believed that ill 
temper or pride had anything to do with my refusal. They 
bo ;h approved of it ; it made no alteration in their friendship 



lor me, ana tne secret was so wen Kept, tnat tne puDiic never 
got the least scent of it. 

The proposal was not made at a favourable moment for 
me to accept it ; for I had for some time intended to abandon 
literature altogether, especially the profession of an author. Ail 
that had just occurred had completely disgusted me with literary 
men, and I had cause to feel that it was impossible for me to 
pursue the same career, without coming into contact with them. 
I was equally disgusted with men of the world, and, in general, 
with the mixed life which I had recently led, half by myself, 
and half in society for which T was utterly unfitted. I felt 
more than ever, from constant experience, that, all association 
on unequal terms is always prejudicial to the weaker party. 
Living with wealthy people, who belonged to a different state 
of life from that which I had chosen, without keeping house as 
they did, I was nevertheless obliged to imitate them in many 
respects ; and certain petty expenses, which were nothing to 
them, were for me as ruinous as they were indispensable. If 
another man goes to visit at a country-house, he is waited upon 
by his lackey, at table as well as in his room ; he sends him to 
fetch whatever he wants ; without coming directly into contact 
with the servants of the house, perhaps not even seeing them, 
he only gives them a gratuity whenever and as it pleases him ; 
whereas I, alone, without a servant of my own, was at the 
mercy of the people of the house, whose good graces it was 
absolutely necessary to gain, if I did not want to suffer many 
annoyances ; and, being treated as their master’s equal, I was 
obliged to treat his servants accordingly, and even to do more 
for them than anyone else, because, in fact, I had much greater 
need of their services. Where there are only few servants, this 
is not a matter of such importance ; but, in the houses at 
which I visited, they were very numerous, all very uppish, 
great rascals, and keenly alive — to their own interests ; and the 
rascals knew how to manage so that I needed the services of 
each of them in turn. The women of Paris, with all their wit 
and intelligence, are entirely wrong in their ideas upon this point; 
and, in their anxiety to save my purse, they ruined me. If I went 
out to supper a little distance from home, instead of letting me 
send for a coach, the lady of the house ordered her horses to 
be put to to drive me back ; she was delighted to spare me the 
expense of the carriage, twenty-four sous ; but she never thought 
of the crown which I gave the footman and coachman. If a 
lady wrote to me from Paris to the Hermitage or Montmorency, 



mioraer to spare me tne lour sous lor postage^ sne sent tne 
let:er by one of her servants, who made the journey on foot 
an i arrived batjied in perspiration, and I had to give him a 
crcwn and a dinner, which he had certainly well earned. If 
she invited me to stay a week or a fortnight at her country-house, 
sh( said to herself ; Anyhow, it will be a saving for the poor 
fel ow ; he will not have to pay for his food while he is here. 
Sh ; forgot that, during that time, I did no work ; that my rent, 
hoi [sehold expenses, washing, and clothes, still had to be paid for; 
thst it cost me twice as much for my barber, and that it was 
mo'e expensive for me to live in her house than at home. 
Alt lough I limited my trifling gratuities to the houses in which 
I v as in the habit of staying, they were none t]ie less ruinous 
to ne. I am convinced that it cost me more than twenty-five 
cro vns at Madame d’Houdetot’s house at Eaubonne, where I 
; only slept four or five times, and more than a hundred pistoles 
at jEpinay and La Chevrette, during the five or six years in 
whifch I was a constant visitor there. These expenses are 
ungivoidable for a man of my disposition, who does not know 
how to do anything for himself or to set his wits to work upon 
anyching, who cannot endure the sight of a lackey who grumbles 
andiperforms his duties sulkily. Even at Madame Dupin’s, where 
I was one of the family, and where I rendered many services 
to tpe servants, I never received any from them unless I paid 
for ihem on the nail.^ Subsequently I was obliged altogether to 
discontinue these trifling gratuities, which my position no longer 
allowed me to give ; and then it was that I felt even more keenly 
the disadvantage of associating with persons in a different station 
of lile to one’s own. 

Again, if this life had been to my taste, I should have felt 
cons fled for the heavy expenditure on my pleasures ; but I could 
not ( ndure to ruin myself, simply for the sake of becoming utterly 
. weai led ; and I had felt so strongly the burden of this manner of 
■ life, ;hat, taking advantage of the interval of freedom which I 
’■ then enjoyed, I determined to make it lasting, to renounce 
I fashi mable and literary society altogether, to give up writing 
j book 3, and to confine myself for the remainder of my days to the 
I limit ;d and peaceful sphere for which I felt that I was born. 

! Ths profits of the “ Letter to D’Alembert ” and the ‘‘ New 
Helo se” had somewhat improved the state of my finances, which 
had I een almost exhausted at the Hermitage. I saw about i,ooo 

^ A la pointe de mon argent : lit., I never received any from them except 



devote my attention after I had finished “ Heloi'se/’ was well 
advanced; and I expected that its profits would at least double 
that sum. I formed the resolution of investing this fund in such 
a manner as to bring me in a small annuity, which, together with 
my copying; would be sufficient to keep me without writing any 
more. I still had two works in hand. The first was my “ Institu- 
tions politiques.” I examined the state of this work, and found 
that it would still require several years of labour. I had not the 
courage to continue it and to wait until it was finished, before 
carrying out my resolution. I accordingly abandoned it, and 
decided to extract what was possible, and to burn the rest ; 
and, pushing on this work vigorously, without discontinuing 
“ Emile,” in less than two years I put the finishing touch to the 
“ Contrat Social.” 

There still remained the “ Dictionnaire de Musique.” This 
was a purely mechanical work which could be taken up at any 
time, and which I had undertaken merely for the sake of the 
money. I reserved to myself the right of abandoning it, or finish- 
ing it at my leisure, according as my other combined resources 
might render it necessary or superfluous. In regard to the 
“ Morale sensitive,” of which I had only made an outline, I 
abandoned it altogether. 

As my last intention, if I could dispense with copying alto- 
gether, was to remove to a distance from Paris, where the 
constant stream of visitors made it expensive for me to live, and 
deprived me of the time to make provision for myself, I kept in 
reserve, in order to prevent in my retirement the feeling of 
weariness which is said to come upon an author when he has 
laid down his pen, an occupation which might fill up the void 
in my solitude, without leading me into the temptation of 
publishing anything more during my lifetime. I do not know 
what whim had prompted Rey, for a long time past, to urge me 
to write the Memoirs of my life. Although, as far as incidents 
were concerned, they were not at that time particularly interest- 
ing, I felt that they might be made so by the candour with which 
I was capable of treating the subject ; and I was determined to 
make it a work unique of its kind, by an unexampled veracity, 
which; for once at least, would enable the outside world to behold 
a man as he really was in his inmost self. I had always ridiculed 
the false ingenuousness of Montaigne, who, while pretending to 
confess his defects, is most careful to attribute to himself only 
such as are amiable ; whereas I, who have always believed, and 



sti 1 believe^ myself to be, all things considered, the best of men, 
fel ; that there is no human heart, however pure it may be, which 
do !S not conceal some odious vice. I knew that I was represented 
in he world under features so utterly different from my own, and 
sor letimes so distorted, that, in spite of my defects, none of 
wh ch I had the least desire to conceal, I could not help being 
^the gainer by showing myself in my true character. Besides, 
thi; was impossible without also showing others as they were, 
anc consequently this work could not be published until after 
my own death and that of several others. This further emboldened 
me ;o write my Confessions, for which I shall never have to blush 
befc re anybody. I accordingly determined to devote my leisure 
to c irrying out this undertaking, and I commenced to collect the 
lett( rs and papers which might guide or assist my memory, greatly 
regr ?tting all that I had torn up, burned, or lost, up to this time. 

T lis project of complete retirement, one of the most sensible 
that I had ever formed, made a very strong impression on my 
min^ 1 , and I had already commenced to carry it out, when Heaven, 
whicti was preparing a different destiny for me, flung me into 
a fre sh whirl of excitement. 

M( ntmorency, the ancient and splendid patrimony of the 
famfy of that name, has been confiscated, and no longer 
belongs to it. Through the sister of Due Henri, it has passed 
to tW house of Conde, which has changed the name of Mont- 
morency to Enghien ; and the Duchy has no other chateau 
except an old tower, in which the archives are kept, and where 
the vissals come to render homage. But at Montmorency, or 
Engh en, may be seen a private house, built by Croiset (called 
le pa ivre) which, equal in magnificence to the most superb 
chate LU, deserves and bears the name of one. The imposing 
aspec of this fine building, the terrace upon wdiich it stands, 
the V ew’ from it, which is perhaps unequalled in the world, 
its sp Lcious salon, painted by a master-hand, its garden, laid 
out by the celebrated Le Nostre — all this forms a whole, the 
strikir g majesty of which nevertheless presents a certain sim- 
plicity, which arouses a lasting admiration. M. le Marechal, 
Due ds Luxembourg, who at that time occupied the house, 
came wice every year into the district where his forefathers 
had formerly been masters, to spend five or six weeks as an 
ordinal y inhabitant, but in great style, which in no way fell 
short c f the old magnificence of his house. The first time he 
visited lit, after I had settled at Montmorency, M. and Madame 
la Marlchale sent their compliments to me by a footman, and 



an invitation to sup with them whenever I pleased. Each time 
that they came again, they never failed to repeat their com- 
pliments and invitation. This reminded me of Madame de 
Beuvenzal sending me to dine in the servants’ hall. Times 
were changed, but I was still the same. I had no desire to 
be sent to dine in the servants’ hall, and I cared but little for 
the tables of the great. I should have preferred that they had 
left me for what I was, without making much of or humiliating 
me. I replied to M. and Madame de Luxembourg’s civilities 
politely and respectfully, but I did not accept their invitations. 
My ill-health, as much as a natural shyness and awkwardness in 
conversation, made me shudder at the mere idea of presenting 
myself before an assembly of Court grandees ; and I did not 
even go to the chateau to pay a complimentary visit of thanks, 
although I understood well enough that this was what they 
wanted, and that all their eagerness was due to curiosity more 
than goodwill. 

Nevertheless, they continued to make advances, and even 
with greater persistency. Madame la Comtesse de Boufflers, 
who was very intimate with Madame la Marechale, had come 
to Montmorency. She sent to inquire after me, and asked 
whether she might pay me a visit. I replied politely, but 
did not stir. During the Easter visit of the following year 
(1759), the Chevalier de Lorenzi, who belonged to the suite of 
M. le Prince de Conti, and to Madame de Luxembourg’s circle, 
came to visit me several times. We became acquainted ; he 
pressed me to go to the chateau. I refused. At last, one after- 
noon, when I least expected it, I saw M. le Marechal de Luxem- 
bourg approaching, attended by five or six persons. There no 
longer remained any means of escape ; and I could not, 
without being considered arrogant and ill-bred, avoid return- 
ing his visit, and paying my respects to Madame la Marechale, 
on the part of whom he overwhelmed me with polite messagf;s. 
Thus commenced, under fatal auspices, a connection which I 
could no longer escape, but which a presentiment, only too well 
founded, made me dread, until I found myself committed to it. 

I was terribly afraid of Madame de Luxembourg. I knew 
that she was amiable. I had seen her several times at the theatre, 
and at Madame Dupin’s ten or twelve years ago, when she was 
Duchesse de Boufflers, and was still in the first brilliancy of 
her beauty. But she had the reputation of being spiteful ; and 
this, in so great a lady, made me tremble. No sooner did I 
see her than I was vanquished. I found her charming, with that 



act upon my heart. I expected to find her conversation sarcastic 
am full of epigrams. This was not the case ; it was something 
far better. Her conversation does not sparkle with wit ; it 
exf ibits no flights of fancy, or even, properly speaking, finesse; 
but it is marked by an exquisite refinement, which is never 
striking, but is always pleasing. Her flatteries are the more 
int< ixicating in proportion to their simplicity ; it seems as if they 
fall from her lips without thinking, and are the overflowings of 
a heart which is too full. I fancied that I perceived, at my 
firs visit, that, in spite of my awkward manner and clumsy phrases, 
she found my society agreeable. All Court ladies know how to 
pro luce this impression whenever they please, whether it be 
trui : or not ; but all do not know, as Madame de Luxembourg 
did! how to produce it in so charming a manner, that one no 
lonf er thinks of doubting it. From the first day, my confidence in 
herjwould have been as complete as it soon afterwards became 
had not Madame la Duchesse de Montmorency, her daughter- 
in-lliw, a somewhat spiteful, and, as I believe, quarrelsome young 
fool taken it into her head to attack me, and, in the midst of all 
herpamma’s civilities and her own coquetries, made me suspect 
that they were only laughing at me. 

I ishould, perhaps, have found it difficult to make myself easy 
in ifegard to this apprehension in the case of the two ladies, 
had not the very great kindness of M. le Marechal convinced 
me that theirs also was genuine. Considering my timid dis. 
posi tion, nothing is more surprising than the readiness with which 
I tcck him at his word as to the footing of equality on which 
he wanted to put himself with me, except perhaps the equal 
reac iness with which he himself took my word as to the complete 
inde pendence in which I wanted to live. Convinced that I was 
righ: to be satisfied with my position and not to desire any 
chai ge in it, neither he nor Madame de Luxembourg appeared 
for i moment to trouble themselves about my purse or my 
meais. Although I could not doubt the warm interest which 
the> both took in me, they never offered to find me a place or 
to a sist me with their influence, except once, when Madame de 
Lux ;mbourg seemed desirous that I should enter the Academic 
Fraigaise, I raised the objection of my religious faith; she 
said that that was no obstacle, or that, if it was one, she would 
und(rtake to remove it. I replied that, in spite of the great 
horn ur I should consider it, to be a member of so illustrious a 
body, as I had refused the invitation of M. de Tressan, and, in a 



I could not with propriety become a member of any other. 
Madame de Luxembourg did not press the matter further^ and 
nothing more was said about it. The simplicity of intercourse 
with such great people, who could have done anything for me, 
since M. de Luxembourg was, and deserved to be, the special 
friend of the King, is in singular contrast' with the continual 
fussiness, as troublesome as it was officious, of the patronizing 
friends I had just left, and whose object was rather to humiliate 
than to serve me. 

When M. le Marechal had visited me at Mont-Louis, I had 
received him and his suite in my one room with a feeling of 
embarrassment ; not because I was obliged to ask him to sit 
down in the middle of my dirty plates and broken jugs, but 
because my floor was rotten and falling to pieces, and I was 
afraid that the weight of his suite might make it give way alto- 
gether. Thinking less of my own danger than of that to which 
this worthy gentleman’s affability exposed him, I hastened to get 
him out of it, by taking him, ill spite of the weather, which was 
still very cold, to my tower, which was completely exposed and 
had no fireplace. When we were there, I told him the reason 
why I had brought him ; he repeated it to Madame la Marechale, 
and both pressed me to stay at the chateau until the floor had 
been repaired ; or, if I preferred, at a detached building in the 
middle of the park, which was called the ‘‘ little chateau.” This 
enchanted abode deserves special mention. 

The park or garden of Montmorency is not on a level, like 
that of LaChevrette. It is uneven, hilly, with alternate elevations 
and depressions, which the clever artist has taken advantage of 
to give variety to the groves, waters, decorations, and different 
views, and to multiply, so to speak, with the aid of genius and 
art, a space which in itself is somewhat confined. This park is 
crowned at the top by the terrace and the chateau ; at the bottom, 
it forms a ravine, which opens and widens in the direction of the 
valley, the angle of which is filled by a large sheet of water. 
Between the orangery, which occupies this enlarged space, and 
this sheet of water surrounded by elevations adorned with groves 
and trees, is the little chateau of which I have spoken. This 
building and the ground which surrounds it formerly belonged to 
the celebrated Le Brun,i wffio amused himself with building and 
ornamenting it with the exquisite taste in architecture and 
decoration which this great painter had made his own. Since 
I A celebrated French painter (i6i9-i69o). 


esigns. It is small, simple, but elegant. As it lies between the 
asin of the orangery and the large sheet of water, and is conse- 
lently exposed to the damp, it has been pierced in the middle 
I an open peristyle between two rows of columns, so that the 
r, blowing through the whole building, keeps it dry, notwith- 
anding its situation. On looking at this building from the 
posite height in perspective, it appears completely surrounded 
water, like an enchanted island, or the most beautiful of the 
ree Borromean Islands, Isola Bella, in Lago Maggiore. 

In this solitary building, I was offered the choice of one of the 
ur complete apartments which it contains, in addition to the 
^.ound floor, which consists of a ball-room, a billiard-room, and a 
k tchen. I chose the smallest and simplest, above the kitchen, 
w liich I had as well. It was delightfully neat, with furniture in 
b ue and white. In this profound and delightful solitude, in the 
n idst of woods and waters, to the accompaniment of the songs 
ol birds of every kind, surrounded by the perfumes of orange 
blossoms, I composed, in a continued state of ecstasy, the fifth 
book of “ Emile,^’ the fresh colouring of which is in great part due 
tc the lively impression of the locality in wEich I wrote. 

How eagerly I ran every morning at sunrise to breathe the 
pc rfumed air of the peristyle ! What delicious cafe au lait I took 
th ere with my Ther^se ! My cat and dog kept us company. This 
re :inue alone would have been enough for my whole life ; I 
sh ould never have experienced a moment’s weariness. I was 
in an earthly paradise ; I lived there in the same state of inno- 
ceice, and enjoyed the same happiness. 

During their July visit, M. and Madame de Luxembourg 
shmed me so many attentions, and treated me with such 
ki idness, that, living in their house and overwhelmed by their 
ci''nlities, I could not do less than repay it by visiting them 
frc quently. I hardly left them at all : in the morning, I went to 
pa Y my respects to Madame la Marechale ; after dining there, I 
toi )k a walk in the afternoon with M. le Marechal ; but I did 
no!: stay to supper, at which a number of great persons were 
ah^ays present ; besides, they supped too late for me. Up to this 
tir le, all went on without a hitch, and no harm would have re- 
su ted, if I had known how to leave things alone. But I have never 
bC' :n able to preserve a mean in my friendships, and simply to 
fulil the duties of society. I have always been everything or 
no Ling. Soon I was everything : and finding myself made much 
of and spoiled by people of such importance, I overstepped the 



only allowable to feel towards one’s equals. I showed it by the 
familiarity which I assumed in my manners, while they, on their 
part, never abandoned the politeness to which they had accus- 
tomed me. Yet I never felt quite at my ease with Madame la 
Marechale. Although not completely reassured as to her char- 
acter, I feared it less than her wit, of which I particularly stood 
in awe. I knew that she was difficult to satisfy in conversation, 
and that she had the right to be so. I knew that women, especi- 
ally great ladies, must be amused, and that it is better to ofend 
them than to bore them ; and I judged, from her remarks upon 
the conversation of the people who had just taken leave of her, 
what she must have thought of my silly nonsense. I thought of an 
expedient to save myself from the embarrassment of talking to 
her : this was, to read to her. She had heard ‘‘ Julie ” spoken of ; 
she knew that it was being printed ; she showed an eagerness to 
see the work ; I offered to read it to her, and she consented. I 
went to her every morning at ten o’clock ; M. de Luxembourg 
came, and the door was shut. I read by the side of her bed, and 
portioned out my readings so well, that they would have lasted 
throughout her stay, even if it had not been interrupted.^ The 
success of this expedient surpassed my expectations. Madame de 
Luxembourg took a violent fancy to “ Julie ” and its author ; 
she spoke of nothing but me, thought of nothing but me, flattered 
me the whole of the day, and embraced me ten times a day. She 
insisted that I should always sit by her at table, and when any 
great noblemen wanted to take this place, she told them that 
it belonged to me, and made them sit somewhere else. It is 
easy to imagine the impression which these charming manners 
produced upon me, who am subjugated by the slightest marks of 
affection. I became sincerely attached to her, in proportion to 
the attachment which she showed for me. My only fear, when 
I perceived this infatuation, was that, as I felt I was not suffi- 
ciently agreeable to keep it alive, it might change to disgust, 
and, unfortunately for me, this fear was only too well founded. 

There must have been a natural opposition between her turn 
of mind and my own, since, independently of the many stupid 
and injudicious remarks which every moment escaped me in 
the course of conversation, and even in my letters, and when I 
was on the best of terms with her,' there were certain things 
which displeased her, without my being able to imagine the 

1 The loss of a great battle, which greatly afflicted the King, obliged 
M. de Luxembourg to return suddenly to Court. 



reason. I will only mention one instance out of twenty. She 
knew that I was making a copy of Heloise ” for Madame 
d’Houdetot, at so much a page ; she wanted me to make one 
for her on the same terms. I promised to do so ; and; con- 
sequently, entering her name as one of my customers, I wrote 
her a few lines of polite thanks, or, at least, I had intended 
them as such. I received the following answer, which utterly 
astonished me (Packet C, No. 43) : 

" Versailles, Ttiesday . 

" I am delighted, I am satisfied ; your letter has given me infinite 
pleasure ; I hasten to inform you and to thank you for it. 

" Here are the exact words of your letter ; ‘ Although you are 
certainly a very good customer, I feel some difficulty about taking 
your money ; properly speaking, I ought to pay for the pleasure 
of being permitted to work for you.’ I will not mention the subject 
again. I regret that you do not tell me more about the state of 
your health. Nothing interests me more. I love you with ail my 
heart ; and, I assure you, it is with great sorrow that I write this 
to you for it would be a great pleasure to roe to tell it to you by word 
of mouth. M. de Luxembourg loves you and embraces you in all 
sincerity. " 


On receiving this letter, I hastened to reply to it before 
ixamining it more fully, in order to protest against any impolite 
nterpretation ; and, after having devoted several days to this 
|xamination with a feeling of uneasiness which may be imagined, 
without being able to understand what was the matter, I wrote 
^he following note as a final answer on the subject : 

“Montmorency, December Sth, 1759. 

I “ Since writing my letter, I have examined the passage in question 
I undreds and hundreds of times. I have considered it in its own 
1 atural meaning, I have considered it in every meaning that could 
1 5 put upon it, and I confess, Madame la Marechale, that I am at a 
1( ss to know whether it is I who owe you excuses or whether it is 
D yt rather yourself who owe them to me." 

It is now ten years since these letters were written. I have 
often thought of them since then : and, even to this day, I am 
si stupid on this point, that I have not been able to understand 
\v|iat she could find in the passage in question that was, I will 
■)t say offensive, but even calculated to cause her displeasure. 
In reference to this manuscript of “ Heloise,” which Madame 
df Luxembourg wanted to have, I ought to mention here what 



I had intended to do, in order to give it some special distinction 
above all the rest. I had written the adventures of Lord Edward 
separately, and I had long been undecided whether I should 
insert them, either wholly or in extracts, in this work, in which 
they seemed to me to be out of place. I finally decided to cut 
them out altogether, because, not being in keeping with the tone 
of the remainder, they would have spoiled its touching simplicity. 
I had a weightier reason, when I made the acquaintance of 
Madame de Luxembourg. In these adventures there was a 
Roman Marchioness of very odious character, some features of 
which, without being applicable to her, might perhaps have 
been applied to her by those who only knew her by reputation. 
I therefore congratulated myself upon the resolution I had taken, 
and determined to keep to it. But, being extremely desirous 
of enriching her copy with something which was not contained 
in any others, I was misguided enough to think of these un- 
fortunate adventures, and I form.ed the plan of making a selection 
of them and adding it to the work — a mad project, the extrava- 
gance of which can only be explained by the blind fatality which 
was dragging me to my destruction. Quos vult perdere Jupiter 
dementai. 

I was foolish enough to make this extract with great care 
and labour, and to send it to her as if it had been the most 
beautiful thing in the world, at the same time informing her, 
as was true, that I had burnt the original, that the extract was 
intended for her alone, and would never be seen by anybody, 
unless she herself showed it ; and this action on my part, far from 
proving to her my prudence and discretion, as I expected, only 
gave her an idea of the opinion which I myself held as to the 
application of the features of the work, by which she might have 
felt offended. My imbecility was so great, that I entertained no 
doubt that she would be enchanted by what I had done. She 
did not compliment me upon it as heartily as I expected, and, to 
my very great surprise, never spoke to me of the manuscript 
which I had sent her. I myself, delighted with my conduct in 
the matter, did not suspect till long afterwards, in consequence of 
other indications, the effect which it had produced. 

In regard to her manuscript, I had another idea, which was 
more sensible, but which, in its remoter effects, was almost 
equally prejudicial to me. So greatly does everything assist 
the work of destiny, when it summons a man to misfortune. 
I thought of ornamenting this manuscript with the drawings 
of the engravings of “ Julie,’’ which were of the same size as 
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wmcn mere is no Happiness tor me. Ther^se had formed a friend- 
ship with the daughter of one of my neighbours, a bricklayer, 
named Pilleu ; I did the same with the father, and, after having 
lunched at the chateau in the morning, not without some un- 
willingness, in order to please Madame la Marechale, I eagerly 
returned in the evening to sup with the worthy Pilleu and his 
family^ sometimes at his house, sometimes at mine. 

Besides these two lodgings, I soon had a third at the Hotel 
de Luxembourg, the owners of which pressed me so earnestly 
itogo and see them sometimes, that I agreed, in spite of my 
aversion to Paris, where I had only been on the two occasions 
I have mentioned, after my retirement to the Hermitage ; even 
then I only went on days that had been agreed upon beforehand, 
limply to supper, and returned the following morning. I entered 
ind left by the garden adjoining the boulevard ; so that I was 
mabled to say, with strict truth, that I had never set foot upon 
^.he pavement of Paris. 

j In the midst of this temporary prosperity, the catastrophe 
which was to mark the end of it was preparing in the distance. 
Shortly after my return to Mont-Louis, I made, in spite of myself 
^ usual, a new acquaintance, which also marks an epoch in my 
I istory ; whether for good or evil, will be afterwards seen. I 
r|fer to my neighbour, the Marquise de Verdelin, whose husband 
h id just^ bought a country-house at Soisy, near Montmorency. 
h. ademoiselle d’Ars, daughter of the Comte d’Ars, a man of 
position but poor, had married M. de Verdelin, old, ugly, deaf, 
h«.rsh, brutal, jealous, covered with scars, and one-eyed ; in 
o1 her respects a good sort of fellow, when one knew how to take 
hi :n, and possessed of an income of 15,000 to 20,000 livyes, to 
which his wife’s parents married her. This paragon of amiability, 
wllo swore, shouted, grumbled, stormed, and made his wife cry 
all day long, always ended by doing what she wanted, with the 
idta of putting her in a rage, seeing that she knew how to 
m£ ke him believe that it was he, and not she, who wanted it 
do] le. M. de Margency, of whom I have spoken, was Madame’s 
fri( nd, and became her husband’s. Some years ago he had let 
to hem his chateau of Margency, near Eaubonne and Ardilly, 
wh ire they were living just at the time of my amour with 
Ma lame d’Houdetot. Madame de Verdelin and the latter had 
male each other’s acquaintance through their mutual friend, 
Ma( ame d’Aubeterre ; and as the garden of Margency was on 
the I road which Madame d’Houdetot had to take to get to 
Morjt-Oiympe, her favourite walk, Madame de Verdelin gave 
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he had exhibited j but itafrefuS’ih Madame 
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[i^Do.J — Madame de Luxembourg, who knew that I had 
written this letter, spoke to me about it when she came out 
at El ,ster ; I showed it to her ; she wished for a copy, and I 
gave tier one ; but I did not know, when I did so, that she her- 
self v^as one of those money-grubbers who had an interest in 
sub-l{ ases and had caused the removal of Silhouette. To judge 
from ny numerous follies, it seemed as if I purposely wanted to 
arous ; the hatred of an amiable and influential woman, to whom 
I was becoming more sincerely attached every day, and whose 
disple isure I was far from wishing to bring upon myself, although 
by m r repeated acts of stupidity, I was doing everything that 
was \ wanted to produce such a result. I think it is hardly 
necessary to mention that it is to her that the story of M. 
Troncnn’s opiate, of which I have spoken in the first part of 
my C onfessions, refers ; the other lady was Madame de 
Mirepoix. Neither of them has ever mentioned it to me again, 
or apf eared to have the slightest recollection of it ; but I find it 
difficu t, even if one did not know anything of subsequent events, 
to assi me that Madame de Luxembourg can have really forgotten 
it. Fo' my own part, I tried to reassure myself as to the effect 
of my follies by the evidence which I produced to myself, that 
none o them had been committed with the intention of offending 
her ; £ s if a woman could ever pardon such follies, even though 
she is I erfectly certain that they were not the result of deliberate 
intenti m. 

However, although she seemed to see and feel nothing, 
althouf h I found no abatement in her warmth, and no alteration 
in her i nanner towards me, a continually growing presentiment, 
which ' /as only too well founded, made me tremble incessantly, 
for feai her infatuation for me might be succeeded by disgust. 
Could I expect, on the part of so great a lady, a constancy which 
would 1 e proof against my lack of address to support it ? I did 
not eve i know how to conceal from her this dim presentiment, 
which d squicted me and only made me more sullen and awkward. 
This m;y be seen from the following letter, which contains a 
very sii gular prediction. 

N.B.--This letter, which is undated in my rough copy, was 
written in October, 1760, at the latest. 

" Hov cruel your kindness is 1 Why disturb the tranquillity of a 
recluse, \ rho renounced the pleasures of life, in order to feel the weari- 
ness of tliem no longer ? I have spent my life in the vain endeavour 
to find lasting attachments : I have been unable to form any in 


me ranges wnicn were accessiDie to me. /vm i to iook lor tnem in 
yours ? Neither interest nor ambition has any temptations for 
me ; I have little vanity : I am rather timid ; I can resist everything 
except affection. Why do you both attack me in a weakness which 
I must overcome, since, considering the distance which separates 
us, the overflowings of tender hearts cannot bring mine near to you. 
Will gratitude be sufficient for a heart which knows not two ways 
of bestowing itself and only feels capable of friendship ? Friend- 
ship, Madame la Marechale 1 Ah ! therein lies my misfortune. It 
is very handsome of you and Monsieur le Mar^chal to use this term ; 
but I am a fool to take you at your word. You are amusing your- 
selves : I am forming an attachment to you, and the end of the game 
has fresh sorrows in store for me I How I hate all your titles, and 
how I pity you for having them I You seem to me so worthy to 
taste the charms of private life. Why do you not live at Clarens ? 
I would go there in search of the happiness of my life ; but — the 
chateau of Montmorency, the Hotel de Luxembourg 1 Is that 
where one ought to see Jean Jacques ? Is that where a friend of 
equality, who, in thus paying for the esteem which is shown for 
him, believes that he is returning as much as he receives, ought to 
carry the affections of a tender heart ? You are good, and also 
feeling : I know it : I have seen it. I regret that I have not been 
able to believe it sooner ; but, considering the position which you 
hold, and the manner in which you live, nothing can make a lasting 
impression upon you ; and so many new interests efface each other, 
that not one is permanent. You will forget me, madame, after 
you have made it impossible for me to imitate you. You will 
have done much to make me unhappy and unable to justify 
myself." 

I coupled M. de Luxembourg’s name with hers, in order to 
make the compliment less harsh for her ; besides, I was so sure 
of him, that I had never for a moment felt any anxiety as to the 
duration of his friendship. None of my apprehensions in regard 
to his wife ever extended to him. I have never felt the least 
mistrust of his character, which I knew was weak, but trust- 
worthy. I had no more fear of a coldness on his part than 
expectation of a heroic attachment. The simplicity and famili- 
arity of our intercourse showed how each of us depended upon 
the other. We were both right : as long as I live I shall honour 
and cherish the memory of this worthy gentleman ; and, what- 
ever attempts may have been made to part him from me, I am 
as certain that he died my friend, as if I had received his last sigh. 

During their second stay at Montmorency, in 1760, having 
come to the end of “ Julie,” I had recourse to “ Emile,” in order 
to keep in with Madame de Luxembourg ; but this did not prove 
so successful, either because the subject was less to her taste, 
or because she was at last tired of so much reading. However, 



s she reproached me with allowing myself to be cheated by my 
ublishers^ she wanted me to leave the printing and publication 
f it to her, that she might make a better bargain. I accepted her 
roposal, expressly stipulating that the work should not be 
rinted in France. We had a long dispute upon this point : I 
aintained that it was impossible to obtain, and even imprudent 
ask for tacit permission, and I would not hear of its being 
rinted in the kingdom on any other terms ; while she insisted 
pat there would not be the least difficulty about the censorship^ 
imder the system which had been adopted by the Government. 
Spe found the means of bringing M. de Malesherbes over to her 
ews ; he wrote me a long letter himself, in order to ‘prove 
at the Profession de foi du vicaire Savoyard was just the kind of 
tiling to meet with the approval of the human race everywhere, 
aid, under the circumstances, even of the Court. I was surprised 
td find this official, who was as a rule so timid, so easy-going in 
tliis matter. As his mere approval was enough to legalize the 
pmnting of a book, I could make no further objection. However, 
in consequence of a singular scruple, I still insisted that the work 
should be printed in Holland, and by Neaulme, whom, not 
sa isfied with mentioning him, I apprized of my intention. I 
ag ’eed that the profits of the edition should go to a French 
pu blisher, and that, when it was ready, it should be sold in Paris 
or anywhere else, since the sale did not concern me. These were 
the exact terms of the agreement made by Madame de Luxem- 
boirg and myself, after which I handed over the manuscript 
to jher. 

she had brought with her on this occasion her grand-daughter, 
Mademoiselle de Boufflers, now Madame la Duchesse de Lauzun. 
Her name was Amelie. She was a charming person. Her face, 
gentleness, and timidity were truly maidenly. Notiiing could 
ha’ve been more amiable or more interesting than her features, 
not ling tenderer or more chaste than the feelings wffiich they 
ins{ ired. Besides, she was a mere child, not yet eleven years of 
age. Madame la Marechale, finding her too shy, did her best to 
rouj e her. She several times allowed me to kiss her, which I did 
witl my usual awkwardness. Instead of the pretty things which 
anyone else in my place would have said, I stood mute and 
utte :ly confused. I do not know which of us was the more bash- 
ful, ;he poor little one or myself. One day I met her alone on 
the i taircase of the little chateau ; she was coming to see Ther^se, 
with whom her governess still was. Not knowing what to say to 
her, [ asked her to give me a kiss, which, in the innocence of her 



heart, she did not refuse, as she had already given me one that 
very morning, by her grandmamma’s orders, and in her presence. 
The next day, while reading “ Emile ” at Madame la Marechale’s 
bedside, I came upon a passage, in which I have justly censured 
the very thing that I had myself done the day before. She 
found the observation very just, and made some sensible remark 
upon it, which caused me to blush. How I curse my incredible 
stupidity, which has often caused me to appear vile and guilty, 
when I have only been foolish and embarrassed — a foolishness 
which is regarded as only a false excuse in the case of a man 
who is known to be not wanting in intelligence ! I can swear 
that in this kiss, which was so blamable, as in all the rest, 
Mademoiselle Amelie’s heart and feelings were no purer than my 
own. I can even swear that, if at that moment I could have 
avoided meeting her, I would have done so ; for, although I was 
very pleased to see her, I was greatly at a loss to find something 
agreeable to say to her in passing. How is it that a child can 
intimidate a man whom the power of kings fails to alarm ? 
What is a man to do ? How is he to behave, if he is utterly 
destitute of presence of mind ? If I force myself to speak to 
people whom I meet, I infallibly utter some foolish remark ; 
if I say nothing, then I am a misanthrope, a wild animal, a bear. 
Complete imbecility would have been far more favourable to 
me ; but the talents which I lacked in society have made 
those which I possessed the instruments of my ruin. 

At the end of her stay on this occasion, Madame de Luxem- 
bourg carried out a good work, in which I had some share. 
Diderot had very rashly offended Madame la Princesse de 
Robeck, a daughter of M. de Luxembourg. Her protege Palissot 
avenged her by the comedy of the Philosophes, in which I was 
held up to ridicule, and Diderot was very severely handled. 
The author was more merciful to me, not so much, I believe, 
on account of the obligations under which he was to me, as for 
fear of displeasing his patroness’s father, who he knew enter- 
tained an affection for me. Duchesne, the bookseller, with whom 
I was not acquainted at the time, sent me the piece when it 
was printed, I suspect by Palissot’s instructions, who perhaps 
thought that I should be glad to see a man pulled to pieces, 
with whom I had broken off relations. He was greatly mistaken. 
When I broke with Diderot, whom I believed to be weak and 
indiscreet rather than absolutely wicked, I still preserved in my 
heart a feeling of attachment, even of esteem, for him, and of 
respect for our old friendship, which I am convinced was for 
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A lew days later i received the loiiowmg letter irom JJ Aiem- 
b irt, which caused me real joy (Packet D, No. 26) : 

“ August I si. 

“ Thanks to your efforts, my dear philosopher, the Abbe has left 
tl e Bastille, and his imprisonment will have no further consequences. 
H e is setting out for the country, and, together with myself, sends 
you a thousand thanks and compliments. Vale et me ama.” 

The Abbe also, a few days afterwards, wrote me a letter of 
tl anks (Packet D, No. 29), which did not appear to me to come 
St raight from the heart, and in which he appeared to some extent 
tc depreciate the service which I had rendered him ; and, some 
ti ne afterwards, I found that he and D’Alembert had in a man- 
n( r, I will not say supplanted, but succeeded me in Madame 
d( Luxembourg’s favour, and that I had lost in her esteem as 
much as they had gained. However, I am far from suspecting 
tl: e Abbe Morellet of having contributed to my loss of favour ; 
I jsteem him too highly to think that. As for M. d’Alembert, 
I ;ay nothing about him here ; I will return to him later. 

At the same time I had another affair on hand, which was 
the occasion of the last letter I ever wrote to Voltaire — -a letter^ 
w! lich he exclaimed loudly against as an abominable insult, but 
Wi lich he never showed to anyone. I will here supply the omission. 

The Abbe Trublet, with whom I was slightly acquainted, but 
of whom I had seen very little, wrote to me on the 13th of June, 
1760 (Packet D, No. ii), to inform me that M. Formey, his friend 
ard correspondent, had printed in his journal my letter to 
M de Voltaire about the disaster at Lisbon. The Abbe Trublet 
wanted to know how this publication had been rendered pos- 
sil le j and, with his Jesuitical slyness, asked me my opinion of 
th ? reprinting of the letter, without wanting to tell me his own. 
Ai I thoroughly detest cunning persons of this sort, I thanked 
hi] n, as he deserved, but somewhat stiffly : he noticed this, 
but nevertheless it did not prevent him from trying to get over 
m( : in one or two more letters, until he had found out everything 
he wanted to know. 

[ well understood, whatever Trublet might say, that Formey 
ha i not found the letter printed, and that it had been printed by 
hii 1 for the first time. I knew that he was an unblushing pilferer, 
wl 0, without ceremony, earned an income from the works of 
otliers, although he had not yet ventured upon the astounding 
im pudence of removing the author’s name from a book already 
published, putting his own to it, and selling it for his own profit.^ 
1 In this fashion he afterwards appropriated “ Emile.” 

II— G 



But how had this manuscript come into his hands ? lhat 
was the question. It was not a difficult one to answer, but I 
was simple enough to be puzzled by it. Although Voltaire was 
honoured beyond all measure in this letter, he would have had 
reason to complain, in spite of his uncivil behaviour, if I had 
had it printed without his consent, and I accordingly decided to 
write to him on the matter. Here is this second letter, to which 
he made no reply, and at which, in order to give freer vent to 
his brutality, he pretended to be irritated even to madness : 

“Montmorency, June I'jth, 1760. 

Sir, — I never thought to find myself writing to you again. But, 
having learnt that the letter which I wrote to you in 1756 has been 
printed at Berlin, I feel it my duty to give you an account of my 
conduct in regard to it, and I will fulfil this duty in all truthfulness 
and sincerity. 

“ This letter, having been really addressed to yourself, was never 
meant to be printed. I communicated its contents, conditionally, 
to three persons to whom the rights of friendship did not permit me 
to refuse anything of the kind, and whom these same rights of friend- 
ship still less permitted to abuse their trust by violating their prom- 
ise. These three persons are : Madame de Chenonceaux, Madame 
Dupin’s step-daughter ; Madame la Comtesse d’Houdetot ; and a 
German named Grimm. Madame de Chenonceaux was anxious for 
the letter to be printed, and asked my consent, I told her that it 
depended upon you. Your consent was asked ; you refused it, 
and nothing more was said about the matter. 

“ Nevertheless, M, I’Abbd Trublet, with whom I have no sort of 
connection, has just written, with a most friendly mark of attention, 
to inform me, that he has received the sheets of a journal belonging 
to M. Formey, in which he has read this identical letter, accompanied 
by a note, in which the editor, under date of the 23rd October, 1759, 
says that he found it some weeks ago in the Berlin booksellers' shops, 
and that, since it is one of those pamphlets which soon disappear 
beyond hope of return, he thought it his duty to allot it a place in his 
journal. 

“ This, sir, is all that I know about the matter. It is quite certain 
that hitherto this letter has never even been heard of in Paris. ^ It 
is quite certain that the copy, whether in manuscript or print, 
which has fallen into M. Formey’s hands, can only have come to him 
either through you, which is not likely, or through one of the three 
persons whom I have just mentioned. Lastly, it is quite certain 
that the two ladies are incapable of such a breach of confidence. 
From my retreat, I cannot gain any further information about the 
matter. You have correspondents, by whose assistance it would 
be easy for you, if it were worth the trouble, to trace it back to its 
source, and learn the truth about the facts. 

“ In the same letter, M. I'Abb^ Trublet informs me that he is 
keeping back the number of the journal, and will not lend it without 
my consent, which I certainly will never give. But this copy may 
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uux: neiiner nave i any aouDi; mat i owe me Kinaness wim wnicn 
he has never ceased to honour me since then, to his own feelings 
and my self d 

As my apartment at Mont-Louis was very small, and the 
situation of the turret was delightful, I took the Prince there ; 
and he, to crown his favours, desired that I would have the 
honour of playing a game of chess with him. I knew that he 
could beat the Chevalier de Lorenzi, who was a much better 
player than myself. However, in spite of the signs and grimaces 
of the Chevalier and those who were present, which I pretended 
not to see, I won the two games which we played. When they 
were finished, I said to him in a respectful, but serious tone, 
“ My Lord, I have too much respect for your most serene 
Highness, not to beat you always at chess.” This great Prince, 
so witty and learned, who deserved to be spared from flattery, 
felt — at least, I think so — that I was the only person present 
who treated him as a man, and I have every reason to believe 
that he felt really grateful to me for it. 

Even if he had been displeased, I could not reproach myself 
with wishing to deceive him in anything, and I certainly have 
not to reproach myself with having ill-requited his goodness in 
my heart, although I certainly sometimes requited it with a bad 
grace, whereas he himself displayed infinite delicacy in the 
manner in which he showed it. A few days afterwards, he sent 
me a hamper of game, which I accepted in a proper manner. 
Some time after that, he sent me a second hamper, accompanied 
by a note from one of his officers of the hunt, written by his 
instructions, informing me that the contents had been shot by 
His Highness himself. I accepted it ; but I wrote to Madame de 
Boufflers that I would accept no more. This letter was generally 
blamed, and deservedly. To refuse presents of game from a 
Prince of the blood, who, besides, displays such delicacy in 
sending them, shows rather the boorishness of an ill-bred person 
who forgets himself, than the delicate feeling of a proud man, 
who desires to preserve his independence. I have never read over 
this letter without blushing for it, or without reproaching myself 
for having written it. However, I have not undertaken to write 
my Confessions in order to be silent upon my follies, and the 
present instance disgusts me with myself too much for me to 
allow myself to conceal it. 

1 Notice the persistency of this blind and stupid confidence, in the midst 
of all the ill-treatment, which ought to have disabused me of it. It never 
disappeared until after my return to Paris in 1770. 



If I did not commit the additional tolly ot Decommg ms 
val, I very nearly did so ; for, at the time, Madame de Boufflers 
was still his mistress, and I knew nothing about it. She came to 
see me pretty often with the Chevalier de Lorenzi. She was 
indsome and still young. She affected the old Iloman spirit, 
hile I was always romantic ; this was a sufficient similarity, 
was nearly caught ; I believe she saw it. The Chevalier saw it 
a Iso ; at least, he spoke to me about it, and in a manner not 
c alculated to discourage me. But this time I was prudent—and 
i ; was time to be so, at fifty years of age. Full of the good advice 
\rhich I had just given to the grey-beards in my letter to 
ip’Alembert, I was ashamed to profit so little by it myself. 
Besides, after learning what I did not know before, I must have 
1 )st my head entirely, if I had dared to carry my rivalry so high ! 

] ..astly, being perhaps not yet thoroughly cured of my passion for 
Madame d’Houdetot, I felt that nothing could henceforth take 
1 er place in my heart, and I bade adieu to love for the remainder 
(if my life. At the moment of writing these lines, a young 
woman, who had her designs upon me, has just made dangerous 
} .dvances to me, and that with very significant glances ; but, 
if she had pretended to forget my fifty years, I have remem- 
liered them. After having extricated myself from this snare, I 
; lave no longer any fear of falling, and I feel that I can answer 
; or myself for the rest of my days. . 

Madame de Boufflers had observed the emotion which her 
presence caused me, and could also see that I had triumphed 
)ver it. I am neither foolish nor vain enough to believe that, 
Lt my age, I can have inspired her with any fancy for me ; 
)ut, from certain expressions which she made use of to Ther^^e, 
[ believe that I aroused a certain feeling of curiosity in her mind, 
[f this is the case, and if she has not forgiven me for not having 
jatisfied this curiosity, it must be admitted that I was born to 
:)e the victim of my weaknesses, since victorious love was so 
iatal to me, and vanquished love even more fatal still. 

Here ends the collection of letters which has served me as 
i guide in these two books. Henceforth, I can only follow in 
the footsteps of my recollections ; which, however, in reference 
to this cruel period of my life, are so vivid, and have left so 
strong an impression upon me that, lost in the vast ocean of my 
misfortunes, I am unable to forget the details of my first ship- 
wreck, although its results only afford me confused recollections. 
Accordingly, in the following book, I can still proceed with toler- 
able certainty. If I go further, I shall have to grope in the dark. 


BOOK XI 
[1761] 

Although “ Julie/’ which had been in the press for a long 
time, was not yet published at the end of 1760, it was beginning 
to make a great stir. Madame de Luxembourg had spoken of it 
at Court, Madame d’Houdetot in Paris. The latter had even 
obtained permission from me for Saint-Lambert to have it read 
in manuscript to the King of Poland, who was delighted with 
it. Duclos, to whom I had also had it read, had spoken of it 
to the Academy. All Paris was impatient to see this romance 
the booksellers’ shops in the Rue Saint- Jacques and the Palais- 
Royal were besieged by persons making inquiries about it. At 
last it appeared, and its success, contrary to what is usually 
the case, corresponded to the eagerness with which it had been 
expected. Madame la Dauphine, who was one of the first who 
read it, spoke of it to M. de Luxembourg as a delightful work. 
Opinions were divided amongst men of letters ; but amongst the 
general public the verdict was unanimous ; the ladies, especially, 
became infatuated with the book and the author to such an 
extent, that there were few, even amongst the highest circles, 
whose conquest I could not have made if I had been so disposed. 
I possess proofs of this, which I do not wish to commit to 
writing, but which, without any need of putting them to the 
test, confirm my opinion. It is singular that this work has met 
with greater success in France than in the rest of Europe, 
although the French, both men and women, are not very well 
treated in it. Quite contrary to my expectation, it was least 
successful in Switzerland, most successful in Paris. Do then 
friendship, love, and virtue, prevail more in Paris than else- 
where ? Most certainly, no ; but there still prevails there that 
exquisite feeling, by which the heart is transported, when these 
qualities are portrayed, and which makes us cherish in others 
the pure, tender, and virtuous feelings, which we ourselves no 
longer possess. The corruption of manners is at the present day 
everywhere the same ; virtue and morality no longer exist in 
Europe ; ^ but, if there be a place where affection for them still 
exists, it is in Paris that we must look for it.^ 

1 These words were written in 1769. 

186 


:now how to analyse properly the human heart, in order to dis- 
ntangle the true feelings of nature. A delicacy of tact is neces- 
ary, which can only be acquired by intercourse with the great 
irorld, in order to feel, if I may so venture to say, the delicacies 
tf heart of which this work is full. I unhesitatingly place the 
ourth part of it by the side of the “ Princesse de Cloves,” and I 
,ssert that, if these two works had been read only in the provinces, 
heir true value would never have been recognised. It is, there- 
3re, not surprising that the book met with the greatest success 
t Court. It abounds in piquant, but veiled allusions, which were 
ound to please, because those at Court are more practised in 
jeing through them. However, a further distinction must here 
e made. The reading of such works is certainly not suited to 
ose witty people, whose cunning and finesse is only of avail to 
e through what is bad, and who see nothing at all where there 
only good to be seen. If, for instance, “ Julie ” had been 
Wished in a certain country which I have in my mind, I am 
ire no one would have read it to the end, and that it would have 
ied at its birth. 

I have collected most of the letters, which were written to 
e on the subject of this work, in a packet which is in the hands 
Madame de Nadaillac. If this collection ever sees the light, 
will disclose several curious things, amongst others, a diversity 
opinion, which shows what it is to have anything to do with 
e public. The feature which has been least observed, and which 
ill always make it a work unique of its kind, is the simplicity 
o: the subject and the sustained interest which, confined to 
tliree persons, is kept up through six volumes, without the aid 
o incidents, romantic adventures, or improprieties of any kind, 
either in the characters or in their actions. Diderot has paid 
g: eat compliments to Richardson upon the enormous variety of 
h s situations and the number of characters introduced by him. 
R ichardson certainly has the merit of having given them all dis- 
ti ictive characteristics ; but, in regard to their number, he has 
tl e fault common to most insipid writers of romance, who make 
U]) for the barrenness of their ideas by the aid of characters 
ai :d incidents. It is easy to excite interest by incessantly pre- 
seating unheard-of incidents and new faces, who pass like the 
fi| ures in a magic-lantern j but it is far more difficult to sustain 
tl is interest continually by means of the same objects, without 
tie aid of wonderful adventures. And if, other things being 
ec ual, the simplicity of the subject adds to the beauty of the 


other things,, cannot, in this respect, be compared to mine. How- 
ever, it is dead — I know it, and I know the reason ; but it will 
come to life again. 

My only fear was that, owing to its extreme simplicity, the 
development of the story might prove wearisome, and that I 
had not been able to keep up a sufficiently lively interest to 
the end. I was reassured by an incident which, of itself alone, 
flattered me more than all the compliments which this work has 
procured me. 

It appeared at the beginning of the Carnival. A book-hawker 
took it to Madame la Princesse de Talmont ^ one day when 
there was a ball at the Opera. After supper she dressed herself 
to go, and, while waiting, began to read the new romance. At 
midnight she ordered her horses to be put in, and went on reading. 
She was informed that her carriage was waiting ; she made no 
reply. Her servants, seeing that she had forgotten herself, went 
to tell her that it was two o’clock. “ There is no hurry yet,” she 
answered, and still went on reading. Some time afterwards, her 
watch having stopped, she rang the bell to know what time it 
was. When she heard that it was four o’clock, she said, “ Then 
it is too late to go to the ball ; take out the horses,” undressed 
herself, and spent the rest of the night in reading. 

Since hearing of this incident, I have always wanted to see 
Madame de Talmont, not only to learn from her own lips if it 
is strictly true, but also because I have never thought it possible 
that anyone could feel so lively an interest in “ Julie ” without 
possessing the sixth sense, that moral sense, with which so few 
hearts are endowed, and without which it is impossible for any- 
one to understand my own. 

What made the women so favourably disposed towards me 
was their conviction that I had written my own history, and 
that I myself was the hero of this romance. This belief was 
so firmly established, that Madame de Polignac wrote to Madame 
de Verdelin, begging her to persuade me to let her see the por- 
trait of Julie. Everyone was convinced that it was impossible 
to express sentiments so vividly without having felt them, or to 
describe the transports of love so glowingly, unless they came 
straight from the heart. In this they were right. It is quite 
true that I wrote this romance in a state of most feverish 
ecstasy, but they were wrong in thinking that it had needed 

1 It was not she, but another lady whose name I do not know ; but I 
have been assured of the fact. 
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heart did not cease to bleed inwardly for the rest of his life, 
a id .his health gradually declined. He must have felt the un- 
e cpected and tragic end of his son the more keenly, as it happened 
a : the very moment when the King had just granted him for his 
S( n, and promised him for his grandson, the reversion of his 
commission as Captain of the Gardes du Corps, He had the 
scrrow of seeing, before his own eyes, the life of this child, in 
wiom such hopes were centred, gradually wasting away, in 
consequence of the mother’s blind confidence in the physician 
w 10 caused the poor child’s death from sheer want of nourish- 
m mt, owing to his being fed upon nothing but drugs. Alas ! 
if ;hey had only trusted in me, the grandfather and the grandson 
W( uld both be still alive. I said everything I could ; I wrote to 
M. le Marechal ; I remonstrated with Madame de Montmorency 
up on the more than strict diet, which, in her faith in her physician, 
shi: prescribed for her son. Madame de Luxembourg, whose 
op nions coincided with my own, did not wish to usurp the 
mother’s authority. M. de Luxembourg, who was weak and 
geiltle, never cared to oppose anyone. Madame de Montmorency 
fell a confidence in Bordeu, of which her son finally became the 
vicpm. How delighted the poor child was, when he was able to 
getlpermission to come to Mont-Louis with Madame de Boufflers, 
to isk Ther^se for something to eat, and to put a little nourish- 
ment into his famished stomach ! How I deplored, in my own 
heart, the miseries of greatness, when I saw the only heir of so 
large an estate, of so great a name, of so many titles and dignities, 
devour with the greediness of a beggar a sorry morsel of bread. 
Buti it was no use for me to say or do anything ; the physician 
triu nphed, and the child starved. 

T le same confidence in quacks, which caused the death of 
the grandson, dug the grave of the grandfather, and, in addi- 
tion to this, he was weak-minded enough to attempt to conceal 
fron himself the infirmities of old age. M. de Luxembourg 
suffe red at times from pains in his great toe ; he had an attack 
whil ; at Montmorency, which prevented him from sleeping, and 
mad ! him somewhat feverish. I ventured to pronounce the word 
“ goi It ” ; Madame de Luxembourg scolded me. The Marechal’s 
valet de chambre and surgeon declared that it was not the gout, 
and proceeded to dress the part afflicted with some healing 
ointment. Unfortunately, the pain abated, and, when it re- 
turn( d, recourse was invariably had to the same remedy wliich 
had previously given relief; his constitution broke up, his 
suffemngs increased, and the remedies in proportion. Madame 


de Luxembourg, who at last saw that it was the gout, opposed 
this senseless treatment. They afterwards concealed his condition 
from her, and he died at the end of a few years, through his 
own fault and his persistent efforts to cure himself. But let 
me not so far anticipate misfortunes ; how many others have I 
to relate before I come to that ! 

It is strange by what fatality all that I could say or do 
seemed doomed to displease Madame de Luxembourg, even 
when I was exceedingly anxious to preserve her goodwill. The 
blows which M. de Luxembourg sustained one after another 
only made me more attached to him, and consequently to 
Madame de Luxembourg ; for they always seemed to me so 
sincerely united, that the feelings which I entertained for the 
one naturally extended to the other. M. le Marechal was getting 
old. His constant attendance at Court, the duties entailed 
by it, the continual hunting-expeditions, above all, the fatigues 
of his office during the three months he was on duty, would 
have required the vigour of a young man, and I no longer saw 
anything which could keep up his strength in the position which 
he occupied. Since his dignities would be distributed amongst 
others, and his name would become extinct after his death, 
there was little need for him to continue a laborious life, the 
chief object of which had been to secure the Prince’s favour 
for his children. One day, when we three were alone, and he 
was complaining of the fatigue of his Court duties like a man 
disheartened by his losses, I ventured to speak to him of retiring, 
and to give him the advice which Cineas gave to Pyrrhus. He 
sighed, but made no decided answer. But, the very first time 
she saw me alone, Madame de Luxembourg scolded me severely 
for this advice, which seemed to me to have alarmed her. She 
added a remark, the justice of which I felt, and which made 
me abandon the idea of ever referring to the same topic again ; 
that the habit of living so long at the Court had become a real 
necessity ; that, even at that moment, it was a diversion for 
M. de Luxembourg ; and that the retirement which I recom- 
mended to him would not be so much a rest for him as an 
exile, in which idleness, weariness, and grief would soon put 
an end to his life. Although she must have seen that she had 
convinced me, although she could depend upon the promise 
which I made and kept, she never seemed to me quite easy in 
regard to the matter, and I remember that, since that time, my 
tete-a-tHes with M. le Marechal were less frequent and were 
nearly always interrupted. 



rVhile my awkwardness and ill-luck thus united to injure me 
in ^er opinion, the people of whom she saw most, and for whom 
sh' ; entertained the greatest affection, did not promote my 
interests in that quarter. The Abbe de Boufflers, especially, who 
w£ s as brilliant as a young man could possibly be, never seemed 
pa rticularly well-disposed towards me ; not only is he the only 
pe :son, in Madame la Marechale’s circle, who has never shown 
mi ; the slightest marks of attention, but I fancied that I observed 
th It, after each of his visits to Montmorency, I lost ground with 
he r. Certainly, however, it is true that, without any attention 
or his part, the mere fact of his presence was sufficient to ac- 
co mt for it, so dull and heavy did my clumsy spropositi ^ appear 
b} the side of his graceful and refined wit. During the first 
tv 0 years, his visits to Montmorency had been very rare ; and, 
thanks to the indulgence of Madame la Marquise, I had held 
m Y ground tolerably well ; but, as soon as he made his appear- 
ar ce with tolerable regularity, I was crushed beyond hope of 
re :overy, 

I should have liked to take refuge under his wing, and to 
m ake him my friend ; but the same awkwardness which made 
hi s favour a necessity to me prevented me from gaining it ; 
ai id my maladroit efforts in that direction ended by completely 
riining me with Madame la Marechale, without being of any 
service to me in regard to him. With his intellect, he might 

Lve succeeded in everything ; but his total incapacity for steady 
a )pIication, and his taste for amusement only permitted him to 
a iquire imperfect accomplishments of every description. By way 

0 compensation, these attainments were extensive ; and that is 
a 1 that is necessary in the great world in which he is anxious to 
si line. He can compose pretty little poems, write pretty little 
n3tes, can play a little on the cithern, and daub a little in 
pistil. He undertook to paint Madame de Luxembourg’s 
portrait; the result was horrible. She declared that it was 
n M in the least like her, which was quite true. The traitorous 
^ bbe consulted me ; and I, like a fool and a liar, said that it 
V as like her. I wanted to flatter the Abbe ; but I did not flatter 

1 [adame la Marechale, who scored it down against me ; and the 
J bbe, after his trick had succeeded, laughed at me. I learned, 
t irough the result of my tardy first attempt, never again to 
attempt to play the sycophant and flatterer, invita Minerva:^ 


1 Absurdities, blunders. 

2 MalgrS Minerve : specially applied to a poet, who persists in writing 
erses, in spite of his having no talent for it. 



My ability lay in telling useful but hard truths to mankind 
with a certain amount of energy and courage ; and I ought to 
have stopped at that. I was not born^ I will not say to flatter, 
but to praise. The awkwardness of the praises which I attempted 
to bestow has done me more harm than all the severity of my 
reproaches. I will here quote a terrible example of this, the 
consequences of which have not only decided my destiny for 
the rest of my life, but will perhaps decide my reputation 
among posterity. 

When the family stayed at Montmorency, M. de Choiseul 
sometimes canje to supper at the chateau. He came one day 
as I was leaving it. They spoke about me : M. de Luxembourg 
told him the history of my relations with M. de Montaigu at 
Venice. M. de Choiseul said that it was a pity that I had aban- 
doned the diplomatic career, and that, if I was inclined to enter 
it again, it would give him great pleasure to find me employment. 
M. de Luxembourg repeated this to me : as I was not accustomed 
to be spoiled by ministers, I felt it all the more ; and I am not at 
all sure that, if my health had permitted me to entertain the idea, 
I should not have made a fool of myself again, in spite of my 
resolutions. Ambition only took possession of me during the 
brief intervals when all other passions left me alone ; but one 
of these intervals would have been sufficient to enlist my 
sympathies again. This kindly intention on M. de ChoiseuPs 
part gained my affection and strengthened the esteem which 
some of the proceedings of his ministry had caused me to 
entertain for his talents : the pacte de fafnille,^ in particular, 
appeared to me to indicate a statesman of the first rank. He 
gained my esteem still more from the poor opinion I had of his 
predecessors, not even excepting Madame de Pompadour, whom 
I looked upon as a sort of Prime Minister ; and when it was 
currently reported that one of those two would drive out the 
other, I believed that I was offering prayers for the glory of 
France when I prayed for the triumph of M. de Choiseul. I had 
always had a feeling of antipathy against Madame de Pompadour 
even when I saw her, before she had risen to power, at Madame 
de Poplini^re’s, while she was still Madame d’Etioles. Since 
then, I had been annoyed by her silence in the matter of Diderot, 
and the manner in which she had behaved towards me, both 
in regard to the Fetes de Ramire, the Muses Galantes, and 
the Devin du Village, which had by no means brought me 

1 A treaty of defensive alliance^ concluded in 1761, between the two 
branches of the house of Bourbon in France and Spain. 


adv£ ntages proportionate to its success : m all these cases I 
had :ound very little inclination on her part to oblige me : this, 
how* :ver,did not prevent the Chevalier de Lorenzi from proposing 
to n .e to write something in praise of this lady, at the same 
time giving me to understand that it might be useful to me. 
This proposal made me the more indignant, as I saw clearly that 
it di( I not come from him : I knew well that this man, who was 
totally insignificant in himself, never thought or acted except 
as h( ; was prompted by others. I am not sufficiently capable of 
putt ng restraint upon myself to have been able to conceal from 
him ny contempt for his proposition, or, from anyone else, my 
dislil ;e for the favourite, which I am convinced she knew ; all 
thes( considerations united my self-interest to my natural inclin- 
atior, in the prayers which I offered for the success of M. de 
Choi leul. Already prepossessed in favour of his abilities, which 
was :he extent of my acquaintance with him : full of gratitude 
for 1 is good intentions ; in addition, totally ignorant, in my 
retirement, of his tastes and manner of life, I regarded him 
by a iticipation as the avenger of the public and myself ; and, 
as I was at the time engaged in putting the finishing touches 
to tile “ Contrat Social,” I set down, in a single passage, my 
opinfcn of preceding ministries, and of that which was beginning 
to eclipse them all. On this occasion, I offended against my 
most firmly established principle ; and, further, I did not reflect 
that, when one desires to praise or blame strongly in the same 
artic e, without mentioning names, it is necessary to apportion 
the praise to those for whom it is intended in such a manner 
that the most sensitive amour-propre cannot possibly misunder- 
stanc it. In regard to this, I felt so foolishly secure, that it 
neve ■ even occurred that it could be possible for anyone to be 
misti ken. It will soon be seen whether I was right. 

It had been one of my misfortunes to be always connected 
with authoresses. I thought that, amongst the great, I should 
at le ist be free from this. Not at all ; my misfortune still 
pursi ed me. As far as I know, Madame de Luxembourg was 
nevei attacked by this complaint j but Madame de Boufflers 
was. She wrote a tragedy in prose, which was at first read, sent 
rounc 1 , and praised up in M. le Prince de Conti's circle ; and, 
not satisfied with all these eulogies, she wanted to ask my 
opini )n also, in order to secure my approbation. I gave it, 
and ] (raised the work in the moderate terms which it deserved. 
I alsc informed her, as I thought was only right, that her piece, 
entitled VEsclave Genereux, had a great resemblance to a little 



French, called Oroonoko} Madame de Boufflers thanked me for 
my opinion, but assured me that her piece had not the least 
resemblance to the English. I have never mentioned this 
plagiarism to a single person except herself, and then only to 
fulfil a duty which she herself had imposed upon me ; but this 
has not prevented me from often thinking since then of the 
manner in which Gil Bias fulfilled his duty to the preaching 
archbishop, and its results. 

Without mentioning the Abbe de Boufflers, who was not 
fond of me, and Madame de Boufflers, whom I had offended 
in a manner which women and authors never forgive, none of 
Madame le Marechale’s other friends seemed particularly 
inclined to become mine. I may mention M. le President 
Henault, who, as a member of the society of authors, was not 
free from their faults ; Madame du Deffand and Mademoiselle 
de Lespinasse, both of them on intimate terms with Voltaire 
and D’Alembert, with the latter of whom Mademoiselle de 
Lespinasse finally lived — of course, in a most respectable manner: 
let no one imagine that I mean anything else. I had begun 
by feeling a lively interest in Madame du Deffand, whom I 
pitied on account of the loss of her eyesight ; but her manner 
of living, so entirely contrary to mine, that she got up about 
the time that I went to bed ; her extravagant passion for 
trifling displays of wit ; the importance which she attached to 
the most contemptible rags which appeared, whether com- 
plimentary or abusive ; the despotic violence of her oracular 
utterances ; her exaggerated prepossessions in favour of or 
against everything, which prevented her from speaking of any 
subject except hysterically ; her incredible prejudices, her un- 
conquerable obstinacy, her unreasoning enthusiasm to which she 
was carried away by the stubbornness of her impassioned 
judgments — all this soon discouraged me from the attentions 
which I was ready to pay her. I neglected her ; she noticed 
it. This was sufficient to put her in a rage'; and, although I 
felt how greatly a woman of this character was to be feared, I 
preferred to expose myself to the scourge of her hatred than to 
that of her friendship. 

As if it was not enough for me to have so few friends in 
Madame de Luxembourg’s circle, I had enemies in her family — 
only one, certainly, but one who, in the situation in which I 

1 By T. Southeme (1696), founded upon a novel by Mrs. Apbra 
Behn. 


no V find myself^ is equal to a hundred. It was certainly not 
he) brother^ M. le Due de Villeroyq who not only came to see 
me , but invited me several times to Villeroy ; and, as I had 
an; wered this invitation with all possible politeness and respect, 
he had taken this vague answer as an acceptance, and arranged 
the t M. and Madame de Luxembourg should pay him a fortnight’s 
vis t, on which it was proposed that I should accompany them. 
As the care which my health required rendered it dangerous for 
me at that time to change my quarters, I begged M. de Luxem- 
bourg to be good enough to make my excuses. It may be seen 
fro: n his answer (Packet D, No. 3) that he did so with the best 
gra ;e in the world ; and M. le Due de Villeroy’s kindness towards 
me showed no alteration. His nephew and heir, the young 
Ma ’quis de Villeroy, did not share the kindly feelings with 
whi ch his uncle honoured me, nor, I must confess, did I enter- 
tain the same respect for him. Plis frivolous behaviour made 
hin unendurable to me, and my coldness brought upon me his 
disl ike. One evening, at table, he wantonly insulted me ; I 
can e out very badly, because I am a fool and utterly without 
presence of mind, and anger, instead of sharpening the little 
ready wit I may possess, entirely deprives me of it. I had a 
dog which had been given to me when it was quite a puppy, 
alm3st immediately after my arrival at the Hermitage, and 
whi:h I had named “Duke.” This dog, which, although no 
bea ity, was of an uncommon breed, I had made my friend and 
con panion ; and it certainly deserved the name better than the 
maj Drity of those who have assumed it. It had become a favourite 
at t le chateau of Montmorency, owing to its sensible and affec- 
tion ate disposition, and the attachment which we felt for each 
oth< r ; but, in a moment of foolish weakness, I had changed its 
nan e to “ Turk,” as if there had not been hundreds of dogs 
call ;d “ Marquis,” without any Marquis being offended at it. 
The Marquis de Villeroy, who knew of this change of name, 
pres 5ed me so hard upon the point that I was obliged to relate, 
in t le presence of the company, what I had done. What gave 
offence in the story was, not so much that I had given the dog 
the lame of “ Duke,” as that I had afterwards altered it. The 
wor; t thing was, that there were several dukes present, amongst 
othe rs, M. de Luxembourg and his son. The Marquis de Villeroy, 
who was a duke presumptive, and bears that title at the present 
day cruelly enjoyed the embarrassing position in which he had 
plac id me, and the effect produced by it. I was assured, the next 
day, that his aunt had severely scolded him ; and it may be 


imagmea now lar tnis reprimand^ it ne really received it_, must 
have improved my relations with him. 

My only protector against all these enemies, both at the 
Hotel de Luxembourg and at the Temple, was the Chevalier de 
Lorenzi, who professed to be my friend ; but he was still more 
the friend of D’Alembert, under whose wings he passed amongst 
the ladies for a great geometrician. He was, besides, the gallant, 
or rather the tame cat, of Madame la Comtesse de Boufflers, 
who was herself a great friend of D’Alembert ; the Chevalier 
de Lorenzi’s very existence and thoughts depended upon her. 
Thus, far from my possessing any outside counterpoise to my 
folly which could keep me in Madame de Luxembourg’s good 
graces, all who approached her seemed to work together to injure 
me in her esteern. However, besides her kindness in undertaking 
to see after “ Emile,” she showed me an additional mark of 
favour and sympathy, which caused me to believe that, even if 
she was getting tired of me, she still preserved, and would always 
preserve, the friendship which she had so often promised to 
entertain for me, to the end of my life. 

As soon as I thought that I could reckon upon this feeling 
on her part, I began to relieve my heart by making a confession 
of all my faults to her ; since it is an inviolable principle with 
me, to show myself to my friends exactly as I am, neither better 
nor worse. I informed her of my relations with Ther^se, and 
all their consequences, not omitting the manner in which I had 
disposed of my children. She received my confessions kindly, 
even too kindly, and spared me the censure which I deserved ; 
and what especially touched me was the kindness which she 
lavished upon Therese : she gave her little presents, sent for 
her, encouraged her to go and see her, received her most tenderly, 
and frequently kissed her before everybody. The poor girl was 
transported with joy and gratitude, which I certainly shared ; 
the kindness with which M. and Madame de Luxembourg over- 
whelmed me through her touched me more than that which 
they showed to me directly. 

For a considerable time matters remained on this footing ; 
but at last Madame la Marechale pushed her kindness so far as 
to express a wish to remove and adopt one of my children. She 
knew that I had put a monogram upon the eldest one’s linen ; 
she asked me for the duplicate of it, and I gave it to her. In 
the search she employed La Roche, her valet de chambre and 
confidential servant, whose inquiries proved useless ; he found 
out nothing, although only twelve or fourteen years had elapsed ; 



; if tie registers of the Foundling Hospital had been regularly 
kep or if the inquiry had been properly conducted; the mark 
! oug It not to have been so difficult to discover. However that 

ma]’ be, I was less annoyed at his failure than I should have 

■ been, if I had followed the child’s career from its birth. If, 

! with the assistance of the information afforded, any child had 

been presented to me as mine, the doubt, whether it really was 
so, I )r whether another had been substituted for it, would have 
torriented my heart with uncertainty, and I should not have 
enjoyed in all its charm the true feeling of nature, which, in 
orde r to be kept alive, must be kept up by constant familiarity 
at least during infancy. The continued absence of a child whom 
one does not yet know, weakens and at last utterly destroys 
the ieelings of a parent ; it is impossible to love a child which 
has Deen put out to nurse as much as one which is brought up 
at h )me. This reflection may extenuate the effects of my faults, 
but only aggravates their origin. 

It may be useful to observe that, through the medium of 
The ‘dse, this^same La Roche made the acquaintance of Madame 
leVasseur, whom Grimm still kept at Deuil, close to La Chevrette, 
and only a little distance from Montmorency. After I left, it 
was through M. la Roche that I continued to send this woman 
the money which I never ceased to supply her with, and I 
believe that he very often took presents to her from Madame 
la Marechale ; thus, although she was always complaining, she 
was certainly not to be pitied. In regard to Grimm, as I am 
not fond of speaking of people whom I feel bound to hate, I 
never mentioned him to Madame de Luxembourg unless I was 
oblh ed to ; but she several times introduced his name without 
tellii g me what she thought of him, and without ever letting 
me (iscover whether she was acquainted with the man or not. 
As r iserve with those whom I love, and who are perfectly frank 
with me, is by no means to my taste, especially in what concerns 
then , I have sometimes reflected since then upon the reserve 
whici she showed towards me, but only when such reflection 
has been rendered natural by other events. 

Alter having waited a considerable time since I had handed 
“ Emile ” to Madame de Luxembourg, without hearing anything 
about it, I at length was informed that an arrangement had 
been made at Paris with the bookseller Duchesne, and by him 
with Neaulme of Amsterdam. Madame de Luxembourg sent 
me ihe two copies of the agreement with Duchesne to sign. 
I reqognised the writing as that of M. de Malesherbes’ letters. 


which he did not write himself. The certainty that my agree- 
ment had been concluded with the consent and under the eyes 
of the magistrate made me sign it with confidence. Duchesne 
gave me 6 ;Ooo francs for the manuscript^ half down, and, I 
think, 100 to 200 copies. Having signed the two documents, 
I sent them both to Madame de Luxembourg, in accordance 
with her desire ; she gave one to Duchesne and kept the other 
herself, instead of sending it back to me, and I have never seen 
it again. 

Although my acquaintance with M. and Madame de Luxem- 
bourg had interrupted my plans of retirement, they had not 
caused me to renounce them altogether. Even at the time, when 
I was most in favour with Madame la Marechale, I always felt 
that nothing but my sincere attachment to her and her husband 
could render their surroundings endurable ; my whole difficulty 
was to unite this attachment with a manner of life more agree- 
able to my taste and less injurious to my health, which the per- 
petual restraint and the late suppers continually undermined, 
in spite of all the care which they took to avoid exposing me to 
any risk ; for, in this respect, as in everything else, they showed 
the greatest possible attention. For instance, every evening, 
after supper, M. de Marechal, who went to bed early, never 
failed to take me away with him, whether I liked it or not, in 
order that I might do the same. It was not until just before 
my catastrophe that he ceased, for some reason unknown to me, 
to show me this attention. 

Even before I perceived any coldness on the part of Madame 
la Marechale, I was anxious, in order to avoid exposing myself 
to it, to carry out my old plan ; but, as I was without the means, 
I was obliged to wait until the agreement of ‘‘Emile” was 
concluded, and in the meantime I put the final touches to the 
“ Contrat Social,” and sent it to Rey, fixing the price of the 
manuscript at 1,000 francs, which he gave me. I ought not 
perhaps to omit a little incident which has reference to that manu- 
script. I handed it, carefully sealed, to Duvoisin, a minister from 
the Pays de Vaud, and chaplain at the hotel de Hollande, who 
sometimes came to see me, and undertook to forward it to Rey, 
with whom he was acquainted. This manuscript, written in a 
very fine hand, was very small, and did not fill his pocket. 
However, as he was passing the harriere,^ it somehow or other 
fell into the hands of the clerks, who, after having opened and 
examined it, afterwards returned it to him, when he claimed it 
1 The gate where the offices of the octroi, or town dues, were. 



in ^ne name oi tne /imoassanor. inis gave mm tiie oppurtunity 
of leading it himself, which, as he ingenuously informed me, he 
dicl at the same time praising the work highly, without a word 
of plame or criticism, no doubt reserving to himself the right of 
plaK^ing the part of the avenger of Christianity when the work 
shcmld have appeared. He resealed the manuscript, and sent it 
to Key. Such was essentially the story which he told me in the 
letter in which he gave me an account of the matter, and that i.s 
alljthat I have heard about it. 

Besides these two works and my “ Dictionnaire de Musiquc,” 
at which I worked from time to time, I had some other writings 
of less importance, all ready for publication, which I intended 
to [bring out, either separately or in a general collection of my 
works, if I ever undertook to produce one. The most important 
oflthese, most of which are still in manuscript in the hands of 
Dll Peyrou, was an ‘‘ Essai sur TOrigine des Langues,” which 
I iad read to M. de Malesherbes and the Chevalier de Lorenzi, 
wlio expressed his approval of it. I calculated that all these 
works together, after all expenses, would be worth to me at least, 
8,|oo or 10,000 francs, which I intended to sink in a life-annuity 
fo| myself and Ther^se. After this, we would go and live together 
injthe corner of some province, where I would no longer trouble 


th j public with myself, or trouble myself about anything further, 
except how to end my days peacefully, while continuing to do 
as much good around me as was possible, and to write at my 
leisure the Memoirs which I meditated. 

Such was my scheme, the execution of which was rendered 
still easier to me by the generosity of Rey, which I must not 
p£ss by in silence. This publisher, of whom I heard so much 
th it was bad at Paris, is nevertheless the only one, of all those 
wi th whom I have had anything to do, that I have always had 
re ison to be satisfied with.^ We certainly often quarrelled about 
th 3 publication of my books ; he was careless, and I was hasty. 
Bi It, in financial matters and others connected with them, although 
I lever had a regular agreement with him, I always found him 
st -ictly honourable. He is also the only one who has openly ad- 
m tted that he made a good thing out of me ; and he has often 
to id me that he owed his fortune to me, and offered to share it 
w th me. Being unable to show his gratitude to myself directly, 
h( desired to prove it at least in the person of my better-half. 

When I wrote these lines, I was far from imagining, or conceiving, 
m ich less believing, the frauds which I subsequently discovered in the 
pi mting of my works, which he was obliged to admit. 


1 . ^ 

deed that it was an acknowledgment of the advantages he owed 
to me. We settled the matter between us, without any show or 
pretentiousness ; and if I had not been the first to let everybody 
know of it, no one would ever have heard of it. I was so affected 
by his behaviour, that from that I became sincerely attached 
to him. Some time afterwards, he asked me to stand godfather 
to one of his children ; I consented ; and one of my regrets, in 
the condition to which I have been reduced, is that I have been 
deprived of all opportunity of ever making my attachment 
of any service to my goddaughter and her parents. How is it 
that I, who am so grateful for the modest generosity of this 
publisher, feel so little gratitude for the noisy attentions of so 
« many distinguished personages, who boastfully fill the world with 
an account of the benefits which they claim to have bestowed 
upon me, the results of which I have never felt ? Is it their 
fault, or is it mine ? Is it merely vanity on their part, or un- 
gratefulness on mine ? I ask the intelligent reader to consider 
and decide the matter ; for myself, I am dumb. 

This pension was a great assistance to Ther^se, and a great 
relief for me. But I was far from desiring any direct profit for 
myself from it, any more than from any other presents which 
she received. She has always had the absolute disposal of it. 
If I kept her money, I rendered her a faithful account of it, 
without ever deducting a farthing for our common expenses, 
even when she was better off than I was. “ That which is mine is 
ours,’’ I said to her, “ and that which is yours is yours.” I 
always behaved, in money matters, in accordance with this 
principle, which I often repeated to her. Those who are base 
/. enough to accuse me of accepting through her hands what I 
refused to accept with my own, no doubt judged my heart by 
their own, and had but little knowledge of me. I would gladly eat 
with her the bread she may earn, but never that which may be 
given to her. I appeal to her own testimony on this point, both 
now and hereafter, when, in the course of nature, she shall have 
survived me. Unfortunately, she knows little about economy in 
anything, and she is careless and extravagant, not from vanity 
or fondness of delicacies, but from sheer thoughtlessness. No 
one is perfect in this world ; and, since her excellent qualities 
must be counterbalanced, I prefer that she should have faults 
rather than vices, although these faults are sometimes more 
prejudicial to us both. The efforts which I have made for her 
sake, as formerly for mamma’s, to put by a little hoard which 


mi jht some day be useful to her, are inconceivable ; but it has 
ah 'ays been labour lost. Neither of them ever reckoned with 
he self ; and, in spite of all my endeavours, all that I earned was 
im naediately gone. Notwithstanding the simplicity with which 
sh ; dresses, Key’s pension has never been sufficient, and I have 
always been obliged to assist her every year. Neither she nor 
I vas born to be rich, and I certainly do not reckon that as one 
of our misfortunes. 

The “ Contrat Social ” was printed with little delay. It was 
di fferent with “ Emile,” for the publication of which I was obliged 
tc wait, before I could carry out my project of retirement. From 
ti :ne to time, Duchesne sent me specimens of type to choose from; 
a id after I had made a choice, instead of putting the work in 
h ind, he sent me fresh ones. When we had at last settled upon 
t le size and type, and several sheets had already been struck off, 
iu consequence of a slight alteration which I made in a proof 
le began all over again, and, at the end of six months, we were 
r ot so far advanced as on the first day. While these experiments 
^ ''ere going on, I discovered that the book was being printed in 
France as well as in Holland, and in two separate editions. 
^ Vhat could I do ? The manuscript was no longer under my 
i ontrol. Far from having had anything to do with the French 
idition, I had always opposed it ; but, at length, since it was 
)eing brought out, whether I liked it or not, and served as a 
nod el for the other, I was obliged to glance over it and look at 
:he proofs, to prevent my work being mutilated and disfigured. 
Besides, the work was being printed with such definite approval 
on the part of the magistrate, that the undertaking was in some 
sort under his direction ; he frequently wrote to me, and even 
came to see me on the subject, on a certain occasion of which I 
will speak presently. 

While Duchesne proceeded at a tortoise-pace, Neaulme, 
whom he kept back, proceeded even still more slowly. The 
sheets were not sent to him regularly as they were printed. He 
thought that Duchesne, that is to say De Guy, who acted for 
him, was not behaving in good faith ; and, seeing that the agree- 
f ment was not being carried out, he wrote to me letter after letter 
full of complaints and grievances, which I could no more remedy 
than my own. His friend Guerin, who at that time saw me pretty 
frequently, was always talking to me about the book, but with 
the greatest reserve. He did and he did not know that it was 
being printed in France ; he did and he did not know that the 
magistrate was interesting himself in it ; he sympathised with 



me upon the embarrassment the book would cause me, while 
at the same time he seemed to accuse me of imprudence, without 
ever telling me in what it consisted ; he equivocated and shuffled 
incessantly ; he seemed to talk only to make me talk. At that 
time, I fancied myself so secure, that I laughed at the cautious 
and mysterious tone which he adopted in the matter, as a habit 
contracted by constant intercourse with ministerial and magis- 
terial offices. Feeling sure that everything connected, with the 
work was in order, firmly convinced that it enjoyed not only the 
approval and protection of the magistrate, but even deserved 
and had obtained the favour of the ministry, I congratulated 
myself upon my courage in acting rightly, and laughed at the 
faintheartedness of my friends, who seemed anxious about me. 
Duclos was amongst the number, and I confess that my confidence 
in his uprightness and shrewdness might have alarmed me if I 
had felt less confidence in the usefulness of the work and the 
honour of its patrons. He came to see me on the part of M. 
Bailie, while “ ^fimile ” was in the press, and spoke to me about 
it. I read to him the ‘‘ Savoyard Vicar’s Profession of Faith ” ; 
he listened to it quietly, and, as it seemed to me, with great 
pleasure. When I had finished, he said to me : “ What, citizen ! 
is this part of a book which is being printed in Paris ? ” “ Yes,” 
I answered ; “ and it was to be printed at the Louvre, by order 
of the King.” I admit it,” said he ; “ but be kind enough not 
to tell anyone that you have read me this extract.” This 
singular way of expressing himself surprised, but did not 
alarm me. I knew that Duclos saw a good deal of M. de Males- 
herbes ; and I found it difficult to understand how he could 
hold so different an opinion in regard to the same thing. 

I had lived at Montmorency for more than four years, without 
having enjoyed one single day of good health. Although the air 
is excellent, the water is bad ; and this may very well have been 
one of the causes which aggravated my usual complaints. About 
the end of the autumn of 1761 I fell seriously ill, and spent 
the whole winter in almost constant suffering. My physical 
ailments, increased by numerous uneasinesses, made them still 
more painful to me. For some time secret and gloomy fore- 
bodings had been disturbing me, although I did not know to 
what they referred. I received several curious anonymous letters, 
and even signed ones which were equally curious ,* one from a 
councillor of the Parliament of Paris, who, dissatisfied with the 
present constitution of affairs, and prognosticating no good from 
its results, wished to consult me as to the choice of an asylum 



in (reneva or Switzerland, to which he and his family might 

retii e ; another from M. de , president a mortier in the 

Par] iament of , who proposed to me to draw up a mcmor- 

and im and remonstrances for this Parliament, which at that 
tim( was out of favour with the Court, at the same time offering 
to s apply me with all the materials and documents which 1 
miglit require. 

'^hen I am suffering, I am easily irritated. This was what 
hap] >ened when I received these letters, and I showed it by my 
answers, in which I flatly refused to do what I was asked. I 
cert? inly do not reproach myself for refusing, since these letters 
migl it have been snares set for me by my enemies,^ and what I 
was asked to do was opposed to the principles froih which I 
was still less than ever inclined to depart ; but, when I might 
have refused politely, I refused rudely ; and therefore in that 
I was wrong. 

Ti e two letters of which I have just spoken will be found 
amo igst my papers. The letter from the councillor did not 
alto^ ether surprise me, because, in common with him and many 
othe ‘s, I thought that the break up of the constitution threatened 
France with speedy destruction. The disasters of an unfortunate 
war,' which were all the fault of the Government ; the in- 
credible financial disorders ; the continued disagreements in the 
administration, which had hitherto been conducted by two or 
three! ministers openly opposed, and who, in order to injure 
each I other, were ruining the kingdom ; the general discontent 
of thfi people and of all classes in the State ; the stubbornness 
of an obstinate woman, who, ever sacrificing her intellectual 
powers, if she possessed any, to her inclinations, almost in- 
variably kept the most capable men out of offices, in order to 
fill tl em with those who were her favourites ; all these things 
contributed to justify the forebodings of the councillor, the 
publi and myself. These forebodings several times made me 
consider whether I should not act wisely in seeking a refuge 
for myself outside the kingdom, before the troubles, which 
seemi ;dto threaten it, broke out; but, reassured by my insignific- 
ance ind peaqeful disposition, I believed that, in the retirement 
in wt ich I intended to live, no storm could reach me. My only 
regre' was that, when things were in this condition, M. de 
Luxembourg undertook commissions which could not fail to 


1 Fcr instance, I knew that the President of — ; — was intimately con- 
nected with the Encyclopaedists and the Holbachians. 

2 Tie Seven Years’ War. 


to prepare a retreat for himself there, ready for all emergencies, 
in case the great machine should fall to pieces, which there 
seemed reason to fear under existing circumstances ; and it 
still seems to me at the present time that there can be no 
doubt that, if the reins of government had not fallen completely 
into the hands of one man, the French monarchy would now be 
in its last agonies. 

While my condition grew worse, the printing of “ ifimile ” 
proceeded more slowly, and was at last entirely suspended. I was 
unable to learn the reason. Guy did not condescend either to 
write to me again or to answer my letters. I could not procure 
information from anyone, and knew nothing of what was going 
on, M. de Malesherbes being in the country at the time. No 
misfortune, whatever it may be, ever troubles or overwhelms me, 
provided that I know in what it consists ; but I am naturally 
afraid of darkness ; I dread and hate its gloomy appearance ; 
mystery always makes me uneasy ; it is too much opposed to 
my disposition, which is frank to the verge of imprudence. 
During the daytime, the sight of the most hideous monster 
would, I believe, alarm me but little ; but if I were to see by 
night a figure in a white sheet, I should be afraid. Thus my fancy, 
kindled by this prolonged silence, busied itself in conjuring up 
for me a number of phantoms. The more I had at heart the 
publication of my last and best work, the more I tormented 
myself to find out what could be delaying it ; and, as I always 
went to extremes in everything, I saw in the suspension of the 
printing the suppression of the book. Meanwhile, as I was 
unable to imagine the reason or the manner of this interruption, 
I remained a prey to the most cruel uncertainty. I wrote letter 
after letter to Guy, M, de Malesherbes, and Madame de Luxem- 
bourg ; and as no answers came at all, or did not come when I 
•expected them, I was utterly confused and almost beside myself. 
Unfortunately I heard, at the same time, that Father Griffet, a 
Jesuit, had spoken of “ fimile,” and had even quoted passages 
from it. In a moment my imagination, like a flash of lightning, 
disclosed the whole iniquitous mystery ; I saw its progress 
as clearly and as surely as if it had been revealed to me. I 
imagined that the Jesuits, furious at the tone of contempt in 
which I had spoken of their colleges, had got possession of my 
work ; that it was they who were delaying its publication ; 
that, having been informed by their friend Guerin of my present 
condition, and foreseeing my speedy death, of which I myself 


enteitained no doubt, their object was to delay the printing 
until that event occurred, with the intention of mutilating and 
alter: ng the work, and, in order to serve their own ends, of 
attributing to me opinions totally different from my own. It is 
astorishing what a crowd of facts and circumstances entered 
my 1 ead to accommodate themselves to this mad idea, and to 
give t an air of probability — nay, to prove and demonstrate its 
trutt. I knew that Guerin was completely devoted to the 
Jesuits. I attributed to them all the friendly advances which 
he hud made to me. I persuaded myself that it was at their 
insti^ ation that he had urged me to enter into negotiations with 
Neaclme ; that it was through the latter that they had got hold 
of th j first sheets of my work ; and that they had subsequently 
foun(. means to make Duchesne stop printing, and perhaps to 
get fossession of my manuscript, in order to work upon it at 
their leisure, until my death should leave them free to publish 
their :;ravesty of it. I had always felt, in spite of Father Berthier’s 
show of affection, that the Jesuits had no love for me, not only 
as be ng an Encyclopaedist, but also because my views were even 
more hostile to their principles and influence than the unbelief 
of m] ^ colleagues, since atheistic and religious fanaticism, which 
approach closely in their common intolerance, are even capable 
of uriting, as they have done in China, and as they do now 
agairst myself ; whereas rational and moral religion, which 
takes away all human control over the conscience, deprives of 
furth iv resource those who claim that power. I knew that the 
Chancellor also was a great friend of the Jesuits ; I was afraid 
that ■ he son, intimidated by the father, might find himself com- 
pellec to abandon to them the manuscript which he had taken 
unde: his protection. I even imagined that I could see the effect 
of this abandonment in the chicanery which was stirred up 
against me in regard to the two first volumes, in which fresh 
sheet ; were required for mere trifles ; while the two remaining 
volumes, as was well known, were full of such outspoken senti- 
ment ;, that it would have been necessary to recast them entirely, 
if the / had been criticised by the censor like the two first. I knew 
besid ;s — and M. de Malesherbes himself told me — ^that the Abbe 
de G ’ave, who had been charged with the inspection of this 
editicn, was another partisan of the Jesuits. I saw nothing but 
Jesui ;s everywhere, without reflecting that they, on the eve of 
their annihilation, and fully occupied with their own defence, 
had something else to do than to intrigue against the printing 
of a book in which they were not concerned. I am wrong. 



however, in saying, without rehection ; I certainly did think 
di it. M. de Malesherbes himself even took care to make the 
objection, as soon as he heard of my fantastic idea ; but, owing 
to another of these caprices, to which a man is subject who 
attempts, in the bosom of obscurity, to judge of secret and im- 
portant affairs of which he knows nothing, I refused to believe 
that the Jesuits were in danger, and I regarded such rumours 
as a ruse on their part to lull their adversaries to sleep. Their 
past and ever consistent successes gave me so terrible an idea 
of their power, that I already lamented the degradation of the 
Parliament. I knew that M. de Choiseul had studied amongst 
the Jesuits, that Madame de Pompadour was not on bad terms 
with them, and that their league with the favourites and ministers 
had always been considered of great service to both parties 
against their common enemies. The Court appeared to be 
neutral ; and feeling convinced that, if the society one day met 
with a severe check, the Parliament would never be strong 
enough to give it, I drew from this inaction on the part of the 
Court the justification of their confidence and the augury of their 
triumph. In short, seeing in all the rumours of the day nothing 
but a feint and snares on their part, and believing that, in their 
position of security, they had time to attend to everything, I 
had no doubt that they would soon crush Jansenism, the Parlia- 
ment, the Encyclopaedists, and all who had not submitted to 
their yoke ; and that, if they permitted my book to appear, it 
would not be until they had transformed it into a weapon for 
themselves, by making use of my name in order to deceive my 
readers. 

I felt that I was dying. I can scarcely understand how it 
was that my extravagant notions did not prove my death-blow, 
so terribly was I alarmed at the idea that my memory would be 
dishonoured in a work w^hich was my best and most worthy of 
me. I never felt such dread of death ; and I believe that, if I 
had died then, I should have died in a state of utter despair. 
Even at the present day, when I see the blackest and most 
hideous conspiracy which has ever been entered into against a 
man’s memory advancing without hindrance to its accomplish- 
ment, I shall die much more peacefully, feeling sure of leaving 
behind me in my writings a witness in my favour which, sooner 
or later, will triumph over the conspiracies of men. 

[1762.] — M. de Malesherbes, the witness and confidant of my 
agitation, did his utmost to calm it, in a manner which proved 
his inexhaustible goodness of heart. M. de Luxembourg assisted 


m m s gooa worK^ ana weni; to see i^ucnesne several rimes^ m 
ordei to find out how the edition was progressing. At last the 
print ng was resumed and proceeded more rapidly ; and I have 
nevei known why it had been suspended. M. de Malesherbes took 
the t] ouble to come to Montmorency to calm my agitation, and 
he su needed. My perfect confidence in his uprightness, having 
overciime the derangement of my poor head, rendered effectual 
every effort on his part to restore its equilibrium. After what he 
had s :en of my distress and frenzy, it was natural that he should 
consider that I greatly deserved to be pitied. The talk of the 
philoj ophical cafel, by which he was surrounded, repeated over 
and o /er again, came back to his mind. When I went to live at 
the Bermitage, they publicly declared, as I have already said, 
that I should not be able to stand it long. When they saw that 
I pers 2vered, they said that it was due to obstinacy, pride, and 
shame at the idea of giving in, but that I was really wearied to 
death, and was very unhappy. M. de Malesherbes believed it 
and wrote to me. Feeling deeply this mistake on the part of a 
man v horn I so highly esteemed, I wrote to him four letters one 
after he other, in which I explained the true reasons for my 
conduct, and at the same time faithfully described my tastes, my 
charaqter, and all the feelings of my inmost heart. These four 
letters! written offhand, hurriedly, wdth a single stroke of the 
pen, apd which I never even read over, are perhaps the only 
compositions which I have ever written with perfect ease during 
the wllole of my life, and, what is even more astonishing, at a 
time wlhen I was suffering deeply and was in a state of the utmost 
depression. Feeling my strength giving way, I sighed at the 
thouglit that I was leaving behind, in the minds of honourable 
men, i unjust an opinion of myself ; and, by means of the 
sketch I hastily thrown off in these four letters, I attempted, in 
some aegree, to supply the place of the Memoirs which I had 
proposed to write. These letters, which pleased M.de Malesherbes, 
and wllich he showed to people in Paris, are to a certain extent 
the summary of that which I here set forth in detail, and, on this 
ground! are worthy of being preserved. The copy of them, which 
he had made at my request, and which he sent me some years 
afterw£ rds, will be found amongst my papers. 

Fron that time the only thing which troubled me, when I 
though ; of my approaching death, was the want of a literary 
friend whom I could trust, in whose hands I could deposit my 
papers, so that, after my death, he might pick and choose from 
them. After my journey to Geneva, I had become friendly with 



Mouitou ; i was lona oi tnis young man, ana snouiu nave uKea 
him to close my eyes. I told him of my desire, and I believe 
that he would have performed this act of humanity with pleasure, 
if his affairs and his family had permitted him. Deprived of 
this consolation, I wished at least to give him a proof of my 
confidence, by sending him the “ Savoyard Vicar’s Profession of 
Faith ” before it was published. He was very pleased with it ; 
but, from the tone of his reply, he did not appear to me to share 
the feeling of confidence, with which at that time I awaited 
its effect. He expressed a wish to have something of mine 
which no one else possessed. I sent him a Funeral Oration 
upon the late Duke of Orleans,” which I had written for the 
Abbe d’Arty, but which had not been delivered because, con- 
trary to. his expectation, that duty had not been intrusted 
to him. 

The printing, when it had once been resumed, was quietly 
continued and finished ; and I noticed as a singular fact, that, 
after the fresh sheets, which had been stringently exacted for the 
first two volumes, the last two were passed without a word, and 
no objection of any kind was taken to their contents. However, 
I still felt an uneasiness, which I must not omit to mention. After 
having been alarmed at the Jesuits, I became alarmed at the 
Jansenists and philosophers. An enemy to everything that 
comes under the denomination of party, faction, and cabal, I 
have never expected any good from those who belong to them. 
The “ Gossips ” had left their former abode some time ago, and 
had established themselves so close to me, that, from their 
room, it was possible to hear everything that was said either in 
mine or on my terrace, and it was perfectly easy to climb, from 
their garden, the low wall which separated it from my turret. I 
had made this turret my study, and in it there was a table 
covered with proofs and sheets of “ ifimile ” and the “ Contrat 
Social ” ; these sheets I stitched together as they were sent to 
me, and thus had complete copies of all the volumes long before 
they were published. My thoughtlessness, carelessness, and 
confidence in M. Mathas, in the garden by which I was enclosed, 
often made me forget to shut my turret at night, and in the 
morning I found it wide open. This would not have caused me 
the least uneasiness, had I not fancied that I noticed that my 
papers had been disturbed. Having noticed this several times, 
I became more careful about shutting the turret. The lock was 
bad, and the key would only turn half-way in it. A more careful 
examination showed me that my papers were disturbed even 



more than when I left the door wide open. At last, one of my 
volui les disappeared for a day and two nights, and I was utterly 
unab e to find what had become of it until the morning of the 
third day, when I found it on my table again. I neither felt then, 
nor ever have felt, any suspicion of M. Mathas, or his nephew 
M. D imoulin, as I know that both had a sincere regard for me, 
and ' felt every confidence in them. I began to feel less sure 
aboui the “ Gossips.” I knew that, although they were Jansenists, 
they had some connection with D’Alembert and lived in the 
same louse. This caused me some uneasiness, and made me more 
carefi 1. I removed my papers to my room, and entirely gave up 
visitii g these people, as I had also heard that they had exhibited 
in several houses the first volume of “ Emile,” which I had been 
impri dent enough to lend them. Although they continued to 
be m 3 neighbours until I left, I held no further communication 
with 1 hem from that time forth. 

Tht “ Contrat Social ” appeared a month or two before 

]5m] !e.” Rey, whom I had made promise never to introduce 
any o my books secretly into France, applied to the magistrate 
for pe mission to introduce this by way of Rouen, to which place 
he sei|t his consignments by sea. He received no reply ; his 
packages remained at Rouen for several months, when they were 
sent b ick to him, after an attempt had been made to confiscate 
them ; but he created such a disturbance that they were returned 
to hirr . Certain persons, out of curiosity, procured some copies 
from imsterdam, which circulated without making much stir. 
Maule< in, who had heard and even seen something of this, spoke 
to me tbout it with an air of mystery which surprised me, and 
would 3 ven have made me uneasy, unless, feeling sure that I had 
acted i n order in everything, and had done nothing with which 
I coulc! reproach myself, I had reassured myself by my grand 
princip le. I entertained no doubt that M. de Choiseul, who had 
alread]’ shown himself favourably disposed towards me, and 
apprec ated the eulogy which my esteem had caused me to 
pronounce upon him in this work, would support me on this 
occasion against the illwill of Madame de Pompadour. 

At tinat time, I certainly had as much reason as ever to 
reckon apon the kindness of M. de Luxembourg, and his support 
in case of necessity ; for he never gave me more frequent or 
more t( uching proofs of his friendship. During his Easter visit, 
my me ancholy state of health did not allow me to go to the 
ch^teai ; but he never let a day pass without paying me a 
visit, a id, seeing that my sufferings were incessant^ he at last 


persuaded me to let him send tor Jirother Lome.^ He brought 
him to me himself^ and had the courage^ certainly rare and 
meritorious in a great nobleman, to remain with me during the 
operation, which was a long and painful one. However, it was 
only a question of being probed ; but I had never been able to 
submit to it, even at the hands of Morand, who made the 
attempt several times, but always unsuccessfully. Brother 
Come, whose skill and lightness of hand was unequalled, at last 
succeeded in introducing a very small probe, after having caused 
me great suffering for more than two hours, during which I did 
my utmost to restrain my cries, to avoid distressing the tender- 
hearted Marquis. On the first examination, Brother Come 
thought he had discovered a large stone, and told me so ; on 
the second, he could not find it. After having made a second 
and third examination, with a care and exactitude which made 
the time seem very long, he declared that there was no stone 
at all, but that the prostate gland was scirrhous and abnormally 
swollen. He found the bladder large and in good condition, 
and he ended by expressing his opinion that I should suffer 
greatly, and that I should live for a long time. If the second 
prediction is fulfilled as completely as the first, my sufferings are 
not nearly at an end. 

Thus, after having been successively treated for so many 
years for complaints which I never had, I ended by learning 
that my malady, incurable without being fatal, would last as 
long as myself. My imagination, checked by this knowledge, 
no longer presented to me the prospect of a cruel death in the 
agonies of stone. I ceased to fear that the end of a bougie, 
which ha,d long ago been broken off in the urethra, had laid 
the foundation for the formation of a stone. Freed from imagi- 
nary evils, more cruel than those which were real, I endured 
the latter more patiently. There is no doubt that, since that 
time, I have suffered much less from my malady than I had 
ever done before, and I never remember that I owe this relief 
to M. de Luxembourg, without being stirred to fresh emotion 
when I think of him. 

Thus restored, so to speak, to life, and more than ever occupied 
with my plans for passing what still remained of it, I only waited 
for the publication of ‘‘ £mile ” in order to put them into 
execution. I thought of Touraine, which I had already visited, 

1 Jean Bascilhac (1703-1781), a great authority on stone and diseases of 
the bladder. He was a member of the religious order, founded by Robert 
de Molesme, in the village of Citeaux, in 1098. 



and which pleased me greatly, owing to the mildness of its 
dim ite and the gentleness of its inhabitants. 

La terra molle e lieta e dilettosa 

Simile a se gli abitator produce.” ^ 

I had already mentioned my plan to M. de Luxembourg, 
who endeavoured to dissuade me from it. I spoke to him of 
it again, as a step upon which I had decided. He then proposed 
to n e the Chateau of Merlou, fifteen leagues from Paris, as a 
refuge which might possibly suit me, where he and his wife 
wou'd be delighted to see me settled. The proposal touched 
me, and made a favourable impression upon my mind. First 
of al 1, it was necessary to see the place, and we agreed that he 
shou id send his valet de chamhre with a carriage, on a day which 
was ixed upon, to drive me there. On that day I was very un- 
well. the journey had to be put off, and various disappointments 
prevmted the plan from being carried out. As I subsequently 
hear i that Merlou belonged, not to M. de Luxembourg, but to 
his V ife, I had less difficulty in consoling myself for not having 


gonejthere. 

'' .Imile” at last appeared, without my having heard any 
mon about fresh proofs or other difficulties. Before its publica- 
tion, M. de Luxembourg asked me to return all the letters from 
M. ds Malesherbes, which had reference to the work. My great 
confi dence in both, my feeling of perfect security, prevented me 
from considering the extraordinary, and even alarming, aspect 
of tb is request. I gave up the letters, with the exception of one 
or tv ^0 which had inadvertently been left in some books. Some 
time previously, M. de Malesherbes had observed to me that he 
would withdraw the letters which I had written to Duchesne at 
the lime when I was alarmed about the Jesuits ; and I must 
conf( ss that these letters were not very creditable to my intelli- 
genc J. But I told him that I was not desirous of appearing better 
in ai y respect than I really was, and that he might leave the 
lette ’S with Duchesne. I do not know whether he did so. 

Tt e publication of this book did not take place with the out- 
bursi of approval which had followed that of all my other 
writiigs. Never did a work meet with such praise from private 
indiv iduals, and so little approbation from the public. What 
those who were most capable of judging said and wrote to me 
abou: it, confirmed me in the opinion that it was the best, as 

1 T le country, agreeable, fertile, and delightful, produces inhabitants 
like it >elf. 
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well as trie most important, oi my writings. Jbut all tins was told 
me with the most curious circumspection, as if it had been a 
matter of importance to keep all favourable opinion of it secret. 
Madame de Boufflers, who declared to me that the author of 
such a work deserved statues and the homage of all mankind, 
without any ceremony begged me, at the end of her note, to 
send it back to her. D’Alembert, who wrote to me to the effect 
that the work decided my superiority, and was bound to place 
me at the head of all men of letters, did not sign his note, 
although he had signed all those which he had previously written 
to me. Duclos, a friend on whom I could depend, an upright but 
cautious man, and who thought highly of the work, avoided 
expressing any opinion of it in writing. La Condamine fell upon 
the “ Profession of Faith,” and beat about the bush. Clairaut, 
in his letter, confined himself to the same part of the book, 
but was not afraid to declare how greatly he had been touched 
by reading it : he told me, in so many words, that the perusal 
of it had warmed his old soul. Of all those to whom I sent my book, 
he was the only one who told the world, openly and unreservedly, 
how highly he thought of it. 

Mathas, to whom I had also given a copy before it was on 
sale, lent it to M. Blaire, Parliamentary Councillor, and father 
of the Intendant of Strasburg. M. de Blaire had a country 
house at Saint-Gratien, and Mathas, who was an old acquaint- 
ance, sometimes went to see him when he was able. He made 
him read “ £mile ” before it came out. M. de Blaire, on giving it 
back to him, made the following remark, which was repeated to 
me on the same day : “ M. Mathas, this is a very fine book ; but 
it will soon be spoken of more than is desirable for the author.” 
When he repeated this to me, I merely laughed, and saw nothing 
more in it than the self-importance of a magistrate, who makes 
a mystery of everything. All the disturbing expressions, which 
were repeated to me, made equally little impression upon me ; 
and, far from foreseeing in the least the catastrophe which was 
close at hand, convinced of the beauty and usefulness of my 
work, certain that I was in order in all respects, sure, as I 
believed I had a right to be, of all the influence of Madame de 
Luxembourg, and even of the favour of Ministers, I congratu- 
lated myself upon the resolution which I had taken — to retire 
in the midst of my triumphs, and when I had just crushed all 
those who were jealous of me. 

One thing alone alarmed me in regard to the publication of 
the work, not so much out of consideration of my own safety as 


from i desire to quiet my conscience. At the Hermitage and at 
Mont norency, close to my doors, I had seen with indignation the 
vexalious annoyances inflicted, owing to the jealous care with 
whici the pleasures of princes are guarded, upon the unfortunate 
peasa nts, who are obliged to put up with the damage caused to 
their fields by the game, not venturing to protect themselves 
further than by making a noise, and compelled to spend the 
night 5 amidst their beans and peas, beating kettles, drums, and 
bells J to keep off the wild boars. A witness of the barbarous 
sevei ity with which M. le Comte de Charolois caused these poor 
peop e to be treated, I had made an attack upon this cruel 
beha dour, towards the end of “ limile.” This was another, 
viola don of my principles, which has not remained unpunished. 
I he^rd that the officers of M. le Prince de Conti treated the 
peas., nts upon his estates with hardly less cruelty. I trembled 
for f( ar that this Prince, towards whom I entertained the deepest 
feelings of respect and gratitude, might apply to himself the 
attack which a feeling of revolted humanity had caused me to 
mak 5 upon his uncle, and be offended at it. However, as my 
consdence completely justified me on this point, I quieted 
mysi :lf by its testimony, and I was right. At least, I have never 
hear i that this great Prince paid the slightest attention to this 
pass ige, which was written long before I had the honour of his 
acqr aintance, 

A few days before or after the publication of my book — I do 
not jexactly remember the time — another work on the same 
subjfect appeared, taken word for word from my first volume, 
witl the exception of a few platitudes, scattered over the extract. 
Thij book bore the name of a Genevese, named Balexsert ; and, 
acccrding to the title, it had gained the prize at the Haarlem 
Acalemy. I easily understood that this Academy and this 
priz 3 had been quite recently founded, in order to disguise the 
pla^ iarism in the eyes of the public ; but I also saw that there 
mu5 1 have been some previous intriguing, which I was at a loss 
to inderstand, either through the communication of. my manu- 
scri )t, without which the theft would have been impossible, or 
for :he purpose of establishing the story of this pretended prize, 
for which it had been necessary to find some foundation. It 
was not until several years afterwards that I penetrated the 
my: tery, in consequence of a word which DTvernois let fall, and 
saw, as it were between the lines, who it was that had drawn 
M. feelexsert into the affair. 

The dull murmur which precedes the storm began to make 




itself heard. All keen-witted persons saw clearly that, in regard 
to my book and myself, some plot was brewing, which would 
soon explode. As for me, my feeling of security and stupidity 
were so great, that, far from having any idea of my misfortune, 
I did not even suspect the cause, after I had felt the effects of it. 
My opponents began by cleverly spreading the idea that, while 
the Jesuits were severely treated, no favouritism could be 
shown towards books and authors who attacked religion. I was 
reproached for having put my name to “ ;^mile,” as if I had not 
put it to all my other writings, against which nothing had been 
said. It seemed as if people were afraid of being forced to take 
certain steps which they would regret, but which circumstances 
rendered necessary, and to which my imprudence had given 
occasion. These rumours reached my ears, but caused me 
scarcely any uneasiness. It never even occurred to me that in 
the whole affair there could be anything which personally 
affected me — me, who felt myself so completely beyond reproach, 
so strongly supported, and so entirely in order in all respects, and 
who had no fear that Madame de Luxembourg would leave me 
in difficulties on account of an error, which, if it had been com- 
mitted, was entirely due to her. But, as I knew the usual course 
of things in similar cases, that it is the custom to rage against 
the booksellers while the authors are spared, I was not without 
some uneasiness in regard to poor Duchesne, if M. de Malesherbes 
should abandon him. 

I remained calm. The rumours increased and soon assumed a 
different character. The public, and, above all, the Parliament, 
appeared irritated by my calmness. At the end of a few days 
the excitement became terrible ; the threats changed their 
object, and were addressed directly to myself. Members of 
Parliament might be heard saying quite openly, that it was no 
good to burn the books ; that the authors ought to be burnt as 
well. As for the booksellers, not a word was said about them. 
The first time that these expressions of opinion, more worthy 
of an inquisitor of Goa than of a senator, were repeated to me, 
I had no doubt that they were an invention of the Holbachians 
intended to frighten me and drive me out of the country. I 
laughed at this childish trick, and said to myself that if they 
had known the real state of things, they would have sought 
some other means of frightening me ; but at length the rumour 
became so pronounced, that it was clear that it was serious. 
M. and Madame de Luxembourg had made their second visit 
to Montmorency somewhat earlier than usual this year, and 


were there at the beginning of June. I heard very little said 
abou t my new books, in spite of the stir which they created in 
Parif ; and neither M. nor Madame de Luxembourg said a word 
to ire on the matter. 

Oi e morning, however, when I was alone with M. de Luxem- 
bour 5 , he asked me, ‘‘ Have you said anything against M. de 
Choi ;eul in the ‘ Contrat Social ’ ? ” Starting back with sur- 
prise, I replied, “ I ? No, certainly not ; that I swear to you ; 
on tl le contrary, I have pronounced upon him, with a pen which 
is nc t given to flattery, the most splendid eulogy that a minister 
has 5ver received.” With that, I quoted the whole passage to 
himJ “ And in ‘ jfemile ’ ? ” he went on to ask. “ Not a word,” 
I answered ; “ there is not even a single word in it which refers 
to h m.” “ Ah I ” said he, with more vivacity than usual, “ you 
ought to have done the same thing in the other book, or to 
have made yourself clearer.” ‘‘ I thought that I had done so,” 
I an jwered ; I esteemed him highly enough for that.” He was 
on 1 he point of speaking again ; I saw that he was ready to 
unb jsom himself ; but he checked himself and remained silent. 
Oh the misery of a courtier’s diplomacy, which, even in the 
best of hearts, overpowers friendship itself ! 

T lis conversation, although brief, enlightened me upon my 
situ ition, at least, in regard to certain things, and made me 
und srstand that it was certainly I who was attacked. I deplored 
this|unheard-of fatality, which turned to my disadvantage all the 
goo 1 that I said and did. However, believing that I had Madame 
de Luxembourg and M. de Malesherbes to protect me in this 
ma1 ter, I did not see how it would be possible for my enemies 
to t hrust them aside and reach me ; for, in addition, I felt from 
tha : moment that it would no longer be a question of equity 
and justice, and that no one would trouble himself to examine 
whf ther I was really right or wrong. However, the storm 
roa ’ed louder and louder. Even Neaulme himself, in his weari- 
son.e chatter, showed me how greatly he regretted having had 
an} thing to do with this work, and the certainty which he 
see ned to entertain of the fate which threatened both the book 
anc its author. One thing, however, still comforted me. I found 
Ma lame de Luxembourg so calm, so contented, so cheerful even, 
tha t she must have known what she was about, since she did not 
she w the least anxiety on my account, did not utter a word of 
sympathy or apology, and regarded the turn the affair w^as 
tal ing with as much coolness as if she had nothing to do with it, 
and had never taken the least interest in myself. The only thing 


that surprised me was^ that she said nothing at all to me. It 
appeared to me that she ought to have said something. Madame 
de Boufflers seemed more uneasy. She came to and fro in an 
agitated manner, showed great activity, assured me that M. le 
Prince de Conti was also exerting himself to ward off the blow 
which was being prepared for me, and which she attributed 
simply to the present state of affairs, in which it was of import- 
ance to the Parliament not to give the Jesuits an opportunity 
of accusing it of indifference in religious matters. She seemed, 
however, to have little confidence in the success of the Prince’s 
efforts or her own. The drift of all her conversations, which 
were more alarming than reassuring, was the same : to induce 
me to leave the country and retire to England, where she 
offered to find me several friends, amongst others the celebrated 
Hume, with whom she had long been acquainted. Seeing that 
I persisted in remaining calm, she adopted a line which was 
more calculated to shake my resolution. She gave me to under- 
stand that, if I was arrested and examined, I should be obliged 
to mention Madame de Luxembourg, and that her friendship 
for me certainly deserved that I should not expose myself to the 
danger of being forced to compromise her. I replied that she 
might make herself easy, and that in such a case I would certainly 
not compromise her. She answered, that such a resolution was 
easier to take than to keep, and in this she was right, especially 
in my case, since I was quite determined never to perjure myself, 
or speak falsely before the judges, whatever risk there might be 
in telling the truth. 

Seeing that, although this observation had made a certain 
impression upon me, I could not yet bring myself to decide 
upon flight, she spoke to me of the Bastille for a few weeks, 
as a means of escaping from the jurisdiction of the Parliament, 
which does not interfere with State prisoners. I made no 
objection to this singular favour, provided that it was not 
solicited in my name. As she said no more about it, I afterwards 
assumed that she had only proposed the idea in order to try me, 
and that an expedient, which would have put an end to every- 
thing, was not desired. 

A few days afterwards, M. le Marechal received from the 
cure of Deuil, a friend of Grimm and Madame d’Epinay, a letter, 
containing the information, which he declared came from a 
trustworthy source, that the Parliament intended to proceed 
against me with extreme severity, and that, on, a certain day, 
which he mentioned, a warrant would be issued for my appre- 



hens on. I regarded this as an invention on the part of the 
Holl achians : I knew that the Parliament paid great attention 
to fc rms, and that it would be an infringement of them all, to 
commence on this occasion with a warrant of arrest, before it 
had 1 leen judicially established whether I acknowledged the book 
and ’ vas really its author. I said to Madame de Boufflers : “It 
is orly in the case of those crimes which disturb the public 
safet that a warrant is issued, upon a simple information, for 
the a rrest of the accused, for fear they may escape punishment. 
But, when it is desired to punish an offence like mine, which 
deser v'es honours and rewards, the custom is, to proceed against 
the b )ok, and to avoid attacking the author as much as possible.” 
Upor this, she pointed out to me a very subtle distinction, 
which I had forgotten, in order to prove to me that it was a 
favoi r to me to issue a warrant, instead of summoning me to 
be heard. On the following day, I received a letter from Guy, 
in which he informed me that, having been with M. le Procureur- 
generd the same day, he had seen upon his desk the rough 
draft of a “ Requisition ” ^ against “ £mile ” and its author. 
Obsei ve that the said Guy was a partner of Duchesne, who had 
print! d the work, and also, having no anxiety on his own account, 
gave :his information to the author out of charity. One may 
imagi le how likely it all appeared to me ! It was so simple, so 
natur il, that a bookseller, when admitted to an audience of the 
procWi eur-general, should quietly read the manuscripts and rough 


drafts scattered over his desk ! Madame de Boufflers and others 
assund me that it was true. In consequence of the absurdities 
which were being continually dinned into my ears, I was inclined 
to bel eve that everybody had gone mad. 

Feeling sure that, under all this, there was some secret which 
ing withheld from me, I quietly awaited the issue of events, 
full confidence in my upright behaviour and innocence 
out the affair, and being only too happy, whatever 
ition might await me, to be summoned to the honour of 
ig for the truth’s sake. Far from being afraid, and keeping 
concealed, I went every day to the chateau, and took my 
|valk in the afternoon. On the 8th of June, the day before 
e of the decree, I took it in company with two professors 
ng to the Oratory, Father Alamanni and Father Mandard, 
some provisions with us to Champeaux, where we 
a hearty meal. We had forgotten to take glasses, and 
supplied their place with stalks of rye, through which we sucked 
1 Requisitoire : A demand for surrender. 
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in order to see which could suck the hardest. I have never been 
so gay in my life. 

I have mentioned how I suffered from sleeplessness in my 
youth. Since then, I had accustomed myself to read in bed 
every night, until I found my eyes getting heavy. Then I put 
out my candle, and tried to doze for a few minutes, which did 
not last long. My usual evening reading was the Bible, and in 
this manner I have read the whole of it through at least five or 
six times. On this particular evening, finding myself more 
wakeful than usual, I continued my reading for a longer time, 
and read the whole book, which ends with the history of the 
Levite of Ephraim — the Book of Judges, if I am not mistaken, 
for I have never looked at it since then. This history greatly 
affected me, and I was pondering over it in a half-dreamy state, 
from which I was suddenly roused by a noise and a light. The 
latter was carried by Ther^se, who was showing the way to 
M. le Roche, who, seeing me start up abruptly, said to me, 
“ Do not be alarmed : I come from Madame la Marechale, who 
has written to you herself, and also sends you a letter from 
M. le Prince de Conti.’’ Inside Madame de Luxembourg’s letter 
I found another, which had been brought to her by a special 
messenger from the Prince, containing the information that, in 
spite of all his efforts, it had been decided to proceed against 
me with the utmost rigour of the law. “ The excitement,” so 
he wrote, “ is very great : nothing can avert the blow : the 
Court demands it, the Parliament wills it : at seven o’clock 
to-morrow morning the warrant of arrest will be issued, and 
executed immediately. I have obtained an assurance that, if he 
makes his escape, he will not be pursued ; but, if he persists in 
his wish to allow himself to be taken, then he will be arrested.” 
La Roche besought me, in Madame de Luxembourg’s name, to 
get up and go and consult with her. It was two o’clock : she 
had just gone to bed. “ She is waiting for you,” he added, 
“ and will not go to sleep until she has seen you.” I hurriedly 
dressed myself, and hastened to her. 

For the first time in her life she appeared to me agitated. 
Her anxiety touched me. In this moment of surprise, in the 
middle of the night, I myself was not free from excitement, but 
when I saw her I forgot myself, and thought only of her and the 
melancholy part which she would play if I allowed myself to 
be taken ; for, while I felt that I had courage enough never 
to speak anything but the truth, even though it was bound to 



inju 'e and' ruin me^ I did not feel that I had sufficient presence 
of n ind or cleverness, or even, perhaps, sufficient firmness, to 
‘ avoi 1 compromising her, if I was hard pressed. This decided 
me 1 0 sacrifice my reputation for the sake of her peace of mind, 
and, on this occasion, to do for her, that which nothing would 
have induced me to do for myself. The moment my mind was 
made up, I told her, as I did not wish to depreciate the value 
of n y sacrifice, by allowing it to be purchased from me. I am 
convinced that she could not have been mistaken as to my 
mot ves, but she did not say a single word to me which showed 
that she appreciated them. I was so shocked at this indifference 
that I even hesitated whether I should not draw back, but M. de 
Lux smbourg appeared upon the scene, and Madame de Boufflers 
arri' red from Paris a few moments afterwards. They did what 
Mac ame de Luxembourg ought to have done. I allowed myself 
to I e flattered, I was ashamed to go back from my word, and 
the mly question remaining was, where I should go, and when I 
should start. M. de Luxembourg proposed that I should stay 
a fev days at his house, incognito, which would give me more 
timf : to consider and decide upon my course of action. I would 
not agree to this, any more than to the suggestion that I should 
go secretly to the Temple. I persisted in my intention of setting 
out the same day, rather than remain in concealment anywhere. 

F seling that I had secret and powerful enemies in the kingdom, 
I tl ought that, in spite of my attachment for France, I ought 
to leave it to make sure of not being disturbed. My first impulse 
was to retire to Geneva, but a moment’s reflection was sufficient 
to c issuade me from committing so great an act of folly. I knew 
tha : the French Ministry, which had even greater power in 
Gereva than in Paris, would not leave me in peace in one of 
the; e two cities any more than in the other, if it was determined 
to persecute me. I knew that the “ Discours sur I’lnegalite ” 
had aroused against me, in the Council, a feeling of hatred, 
whiffi was the more dangerous, as that body did not venture 
to : how it openly. Lastly, I knew that when the '' Nouvelle 
Hel Dise ” appeared it had been eager to prohibit it, at the urgent 
req lest of Doctor Tronchin ; but, finding that no one imitated 
its < xample, not even in Paris, it was ashamed of its blunder and 
withdrew the prohibition. I had no doubt that, finding the 
preient opportunity more favourable, it would do its best to 
pro it by it. I knew that, in spite of all appearances, a secret 
jea ousy prevailed against me in the hearts of all the Genevese, 
wL ch only waited for an opportunity to satisfy itself. Neverthe- 
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less, patriotism called me back to my country, and if I could 
have ventured to hope that I could live there in peace, I should 
not have hesitated for a nioment ; but, since neither honour 
nor reason allowed me to take refuge there as a fugitive, I 
resolved only to retire to its neighbourhood, and to wait in 
Switzerland until I saw what course would be taken in regard 
to me at Geneva. It will presently be seen that this state of 
uncertainty did not last long. 

Madame de Boufilers strongly disapproved of this resolution, 
and made fresh efforts to persuade me to cross over to England. 
She did not shake my determination. I have never liked England 
or the English, and all the eloquence of Madame de Boufflers, 
far from overcoming my dislike, only seemed to increase it, 
without my knowing why. 

Being determined to set out the same day, as soon as morning 
came, I had already started, as far as everybody else was con- 
cerned ; La Roche, whom I sent to fetch my papers, would not 
tell even Ther^se whether I had left or not. Ever since I had 
decided some day to write the Memoirs of my life, I had accumu- 
lated a number of letters and papers, so that he was obliged to 
make several journeys. Those papers which had already been 
sorted were laid aside, and I spent the rest of the morning in 
sorting the others, intending only to take away with me such as 
might be useful and to burn the rest. M. de Luxembourg was 
kind enough to help me in this task, which took up so much 
time, that we were unable to finish it in the morning, and I 
had not time to burn anything. He offered to sort the papers 
which remained, and to burn the rubbish himself, without leaving 
anyone else to do it, and to send me all that he put aside. I 
accepted his offer, very glad to be freed from this anxiety, so 
that I might be able to spend the few hours which still remained 
to me together with those who were so dear, whom I was on the 
point of leaving for ever. He took the key of the room where 
I left the papers, and, at my earnest entreaty, sent for my poor 
“ aunt,” who was consumed by most cruel anxiety to know what 
had become of me and what was going to become of me, and 
was expecting the officers of justice to arrive at any moment, 
without knowing what she was to do or what she was to say to 
them. La Roche brought her to the chateau, without telling 
her anything ; she believed that I was already far away ; when 
she saw me, she uttered a piercing cry, and flung herself into my 
arms. Oh, friendship, union of hearts, intercourse, and intimacy ! 
During this sweet and cruel moment all the happy, tender, and 
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pea( eful days which we had spent in company, crowding together 
mac e me feel the more keenly the anguish of our first separation' 
afte - we had rarely lost sight of each other for a single day' 
duntig a period of nearly seventeen years. M. de Luxembourg' 
whci witnessed our embrace, was unable to restrain his tears, and 
left us alone Ther^se did not want to leave me. I represented 
to her the difficulties in the way of her following me at this 
mor lent, and the necessity for her remaining to dispose of my 
effe|ts and to collect my money. When a warrant of arrest is 
issufed against a man, it is the custom to seize his papers, to set a 
seall^upon his belongings, or to make an inventory of them and 
app oiii^t some one to take charge of them. It was very necessary 
tha : she should remain, to observe what took place, and do the 
bes i she could. I promised her that she should soon rejoin me : 
M. ie Marechal confirmed my promise ; but I refused to tell 
he^ where I was going, so that, if questioned by those who 
carme to arrest me, she might be able to declare with truth her 
Ignorance on this point. When I embraced her at the moment 
ot separation, I was conscious of a most singular emotion, and 
IsB id to her, with a fervour, which was, alas ! only too prophetic: 

A y child, you must arm yourself with courage. You have 
sh^ed the prosperity^ of my happy days ; it now remains for 
yoi since you desire it, to share my misery. You must expect 

nolhing but insults and affliction if you follow me. The lot which 

last Tom melancholy day, will attend me until my 

] Nothing further remained for me to do, except to think about 
m}f departure. The officers of justice were to have arrived at ten 
i four o clock in the afternoon when I started, and 

thSy had not yet arrived. It had been settled that I should travel 
by the post; I had no conveyance. M. le Marechal made me a 
pn sent of a cabriolet,^ and lent me horses and a postillion as far 
as the first post, where, thanks to the arrangements he had 
m£ de, no difficulty was made about providing me with horses. 

s had not dined at table, and had not shown myself in the 
chiteau, the ladies came to say good-bye to me in the entresol, 
wl ere I had spent the day. Madame la Marechale embraced me 
se -eral times, with every appearance of melancholy ; but I no 
loiger perceived in her embraces the heartiness of those which 
A upon me two or three years before. Madame" 

embraced me and spoke very kindly to me. 
Midame de Mirepoix, who was present, also embraced me, which 
I 1 A light two-wheeled carriage. 


considerably surprised me. This lady is extremely cold, formal, 
and reserved, and, as it seems to me, not altogether free from 
the haughtiness which is natural to the house of Lorraine. She 
had never paid much attention to me. Whether it was that, 
flattered by the unexpected honour, I was inclined to attach 
greater value to it, or that she really mingled with her embrace 
a little of that pity which is natural to generous hearts, I found 
in her movements and looks a certain earnestness, which deeply 
affected me. On thinking of it afterwards, I have often suspected 
that she, knowing the lot to which I was condemned, had been 
unable to resist a momentary feeling of sympathy for my destiny. 

M. le Marechal did not open his mouth ; he was as pale as 
death. He persisted in accompanying me as far as the convey- 
ance, which was waiting for me at the watering-place. We crossed 
the garden without uttering a word. I had a key of the park, 
with which I opened the gate ; after which, instead of putting 
it back into my pocket, I gave it to him without a word. He 
took it with surprising eagerness, of which I have been unable 
to avoid thinking frequently since then. I have rarely in my life 
experienced a more bitter moment than that of this separation. 
Our embrace was long and silent ; we both felt that it was a 
last farewell. 

Between La Barre and Montmorency I met, in a hired coach, 
four men dressed in black, who saluted me with a smile. From 
what Ther^se afterwards told me concerning the appearance of 
the offleers, the hour of their arrival, and the manner in which 
they behaved, I have always been convinced that it was they 
whom I met ; especially as I subsequently heard that, instead of 
the warrant having been issued against me at seven o’clock, as 
I had been informed, it had not been put in force until midday. 
I had to pass right through Paris. There is not much facility for 
concealment in an open carriage. In the streets, I saw several 
persons who saluted me as if they knew me, but I did not recog- 
nise one of them. The same evening I turned aside to pass 
Villeroy. At Lyons, travellers ^ had to go before the town-major. 
This might have been embarrassing for a man who desired 
neither to lie nor to change his name. I went with a letter from 
Madame de Luxembourg, to ask M. de Villeroy that I might be 
excused from this duty. M, de Villeroy gave me a letter, which 
I did not make use of, since I did not pass through Lyons. This 
letter may still be found, sealed up, amongst my papers. M. le 
Due pressed me to sleep at Villeroy, but I preferred to take the 
1 Courriers : those who make use of post-horses. 


high road again, and I accomplished two more stages the same 
day. 

M/ conveyance was uncomfortable, and I was too unwell 
to make long-day journeys. Besides, my appearance was not 
suffi :ientiy imposing to ensure my being well served ; and every- 
bod j knows that, in France, post-horses only feel the whip upon 
the postillions’ shoulders. By feeing the guides handsomely, I 
thought I could supply the place of threatening words and 
ges1 ures ; but this only made matters much Worse. They took 
me for a poor wretch travelling on commission, who was journey- 
ing by post for the first time in his life. From that time I was 
supplied with nothing but the most sorry nags, and became 
the laughing-stock of the postillions. I ended, as I ought to 
ha^ e begun, by being patient and saying nothing, and let them 
go on as they pleased. 

]n abandoning myself to the reflections upon all that had 
rec ently happened to me, which presented themselves to my mind, 
I lad ample resources against weariness during my journey; 
bu ; this suited neither the bent of my mind nor the inclinations 
of jmy heart. It is astonishing how easily I forget misfortunes, 
when once they are past, however recent they may be. The 
recollection of them grows weaker and finally disappears with- 
out difficulty as soon as they have happened, to the same 
ex tent as the thought of them, as long as they are in the future, 
al irms and troubles me. My cruel imagination, which tortures 
it! elf incessantly in anticipating misfortunes which do not yet 
e5 ist, distracts my memory, and prevents me from recalling to 
mind those which are past. No further precautions are possible 
against what has happened, and it is useless to trouble oneself 
a )out it. In a manner I exhaust my misfortunes in advance. The 
g eater my suffering in foreseeing them, the more easily I forget 
t lem ; while, on the contrary, incessantly occupied with the 
t lought of my past happiness, I recall it and, so to speak, chew 
t le cud of it to such an extent that, when I desire it, I am able 
t ) enjoy it over again. It is due to this happy frame of mind, I 
a m convinced, that I have never known that spiteful disposition 
\ hich ferments in a revengeful heart, which never forgets 
affronts received, and worries itself with all the evil it would 
1 ke to inflict upon its enemy by way of requital. Naturally hot- 
tempered, I have felt angry, even enraged, in the impulse of the 
] Qoraent ; but a desire for vengeance has never taken root in my 
: ieart. I think too little about the offence to think much about 
me offender. I only think of the injury which I have received from 



him on account of that which I may still receive from him ; and, 
if I were sure that he would inflict no further injury upon me, 
that which he has already inflicted would be immediately for- 
gotten. Forgiveness of offences is constantly preached to us. 
This is, no doubt, a most beautiful virtue, but it is not meant 
for me. I do not know whether my heart can conquer its hatred, 
for it has never felt any ; and I think too little about my enemies 
to have the merit of forgiving them. I will not say to what extent 
they torment themselves, in order to torment me. I am at their 
mercy, they have absolute power, they make use of it. There 
is only one thing beyond their power, which I defy them to 
do. Although they torment themselves about me, they cannot 
compel me to torment myself about them. 

The day after my departure, I had so completely forgotten 
all that had recently happened — the Parliament, Madame de 
Pompadour, M. de Choiseul, Grimm, D’Alembert, their plots, 
and their accomplices — that I should never have thought of it 
again, had it not been for the precautions which I was obliged 
to take. In place of all this, I recalled to mind the subject of 
my last reading on the eve of my departure. I also recalled 
the Idylls of Gessner,^ which his translator, Hubert, had sent 
me some time ago. These two remembrances took so strong a 
hold upon me, and became so blended in my thoughts, that I de- 
termined to try and combine them, by treating, after the manner 
of Gessner, the theme of the Levite of Ephraim. This idyllic 
and simple style appeared little suited for so fearful a subject, 
and it was hardly to be imagined that my present situation 
would furnish me with many cheerful ideas to relieve its sombre- 
ness. However, I made the attempt, simply to amuse myself in 
my chaise, and without any hope of succeeding. No sooner had 
I begun, than I was astonished at the agreeable turn of my ideas, 
and the ease with which I expressed them. In three days, I 
wrote the three first cantos of this little poem, which I sub- 
sequently finished at Motiers ; and I am convinced that I have 
never written anything in my life which is pervaded by a more 
touching gentleness of character, a fresher colouring, a more 
simple delineation, a more faithful characterisation, a more old- 
fashioned simplicity in every respect — and that in spite of the 
horrible nature of the subject, which is essentially abominable ; 
so that, in addition to everything else, I had the credit of over- 
coming a further difficulty. The “ Levite d’Ephraim,” if it is not 
the best of my works, will always be my favourite. I have never 
1 A celebrated Swiss poet and landscape-painter (1730-1788). 



read it again^ I never shall read it again, without being sensible 
of tlie approval of a heart free from bitterness, which, far from 
beiri g soured by misfortune, finds consolation for it with itself, 
and in itself, the means of compensation for it. If all those 
gre£ t philosophers who, in their works, profess themselves so 
sup Tior to that adversity which they have never experienced, 
wer j gathered together and placed in a position similar to mine 
— i: , in the first outbursts of the indignation of insulted honour, 
a s milar task were set them to accomplish, it would soon be 
see: \ how they would acquit themselves. 

V^hen leaving Montmorency for Switzerland, I had made up 
mj mind to go and stay at Yverdun with my good old friend 
Ro ^uin, who had been living there in retirement for some years, 
and had invited me to go and see him. On the road, I heard 
thit Lyons would be out of my way, and this prevented me 
frc m passing through it. But, on the other hand, I was obliged 
to pass Besancon, a fortified town, which, consequently, exposed 
ml to the same inconvenience. I accordingly decided to turn 
tojthe left, and travel by way of Salins, under pretence of visiting 
m! de Mairan, M. Dupin’ s nephew, who held a post at the 
salt-works,, and from whom I had frequently received pressing 
invitations to go and see him. The expedient was successful ; 
I did not find M. de Mairan, and, highly pleased at having 
a' 'oided delay, I continued my journey, without a word being 
S£ id to me by anyone. 

On entering the territory of Berne I ordered a halt. I got 

0 it of the carriage, flung myself upon the ground, kissed and 
e nbraced it, and, in my delight, cried out : “ 0 Heaven, pro- 
t ictor of virtue, I offer my praise to thee ! I set foot in a land of 
Aerty.” Thus it is that, in the blind confidence of my hopes, 

1 have always been seized with passionate fondness for that 
\ ’hich was destined to bring misfortune upon me. The surprised 
j ostillion thought I was mad. I got into the carriage again, and, 
f few hours afterwards, I had the pure and lively satisfaction 
( f being pressed in the arms of the worthy Roguin. Ah ! let us 
1 ake breath for a few moments with this worthy host ! I must 
: ecover my courage and strength ; I shall soon have need 
' )f both. 

It is not without reason that, in this narrative, I have described 
n detail all the circumstances which I have been able to recollect. 
\lthough they may not seem very clear in themselves, they may 
throw light upon the course of events, when the reader once 
holds the thread of the plot ; for instance, although they do not 
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BOOK XII 


Hei^e commences the work of darkness, in which, for eight 
yea-s past, I have been entombed, without ever having been 
able , in spite of all my efforts, to penetrate its frightful obscurity. 
In 1 he abyss of misfortune in which I am submerged, I feel the 
strokes of the blows which are directed against me. I perceive 
the r immediate instrument, but I cannot see either the hand 
whi "h guides them or the means which it employs. Shame and 
mis Fortune fall upon me as if of themselves, and unawares. 
Whsn my heart, torn with grief, gives vent to lamentation, I 
seei n like a man who complains without reason, and the authors 
of 1 ly ruin have discovered the incomprehensible art of making 
the public the accomplice of their plot, without their suspecting 
it 0 r perceiving its effect. Therefore, while narrating the events 
wh ch concern me, the treatment which I have suffered, and 
all that has happened to me, I am not in a position to trace 
then back to the moving spirit, or to assign the causes, while 
sta ing the facts. These first causes are all indicated in the 
thrje preceding books. All the interests that concern me and 
all the secret motives are there set forth. But it is impossible 
for me to explain, even conjecturally, how these various causes 
are combined in order to bring about the strange events of my 
life If, amongst my readers, there are any sufficiently generous 
to iesire to fathom these mysteries and discover the truth, let 
then carefully read again the three preceding books, let them 
ma ce use of the information within their reach in dealing with 
each fact they read of in what follows, let them go back from 
int igue to intrigue, from agent to agent, until they come to the 
pri ne movers of all. I know well what will be the result of their 
inquiries, but I myself am lost in the dark and tortuous windings 
of ;he subterranean paths which will lead them to it. 

During my stay at Yverdun I made the acquaintance of 
M. Roguin’s whole family ; amongst others of his niece, Madame 
Bo j de la Tour, and her daughters, whose father, as I think I 
ha' ^e already mentioned, I had known at Lyons. She had come , 
to Yverdun on a visit to her uncle and sisters. Her eldest 
daughter, who was about fifteen years of age, delighted me by 
hei intelligence and her excellent character. I became most 




tenaeny attacnea to tne motner ana aaugnter. m. KOguin in- 
tended the latter to marry his nephew^ the colonel, a man 
already somewhat advanced in years, who also displayed great 
affection for myself ; but, although the uncle was mad for this 
marriage, although the nephew also strongly desired it, and I 
took a lively interest in satisfying the wishes of both, the great 
disparity of age and the extreme repugnance of the young girl 
caused me to support the mother in preventing the marriage, 
which did not take place. The colonel subsequently married 
Mademoiselle Dillan, one of his relatives, a lady whose beauty 
and character were after my own heart, and who has made him 
the happiest of husbands and fathers. In spite of this, M. Roguin 
has never been able to forget that on this occasion I opposed 
his wishes. I am consoled for this by the certainty that I ful- 
filled the holiest duty of friendship, both towards himself and 
his family, which does not consist in always making oneself 
agreeable, but in always advising for the best. 

I did not long remain in doubt as to the reception which awaited 
me at Geneva, in case I felt inclined to return there. My book 
was burned there, and a warrant was issued against me on the 
1 8th of June, that is to say, nine days after it had been issued 
in Paris. In this second decree, so many incredible absurdities 
were heaped together, and the ecclesiastical edict was so distinctly 
violated, that at first I refused to believe the news when it reached 
me, and, when it was actually confirmed, I trembled lest so 
manifest and crying an infringement of every law, commencing 
‘with that of common sense, should turn Geneva upside down. 
But I need not have disturbed myself ; everything remained 
quiet. If there was any disturbance amongst the people, it was 
only directed against me, and I was publicly treated by all the 
town-gossips and cuistres ^ like a pupil threatened with a flogging 
for having said his catechism badly. 

These two decrees gave the signal for the cry of execration 
which went up against me throughout Europe with unexampled 
fury. All the newspapers, journals, and pamphlets sounded a 
most terrible note of alarm. The French especially — that gentle, 
polite, and generous people, who so pride themselves on their 
good-breeding and respect for the unfortunate — suddenly for- 
getting their favourite virtues, distinguished themselves by the 
number and violence of the insults with which they vied with 
one another in overwhelming me. I was called an infidel, an 
atheist, a lunatic, a madman, a wild beast, a wolf. The next 
1 See p. 38. The meaning “ pedant ” is more suitable here. 


mai ager of the Journal de T revoux ^ made a side attack upon 
my pretended wolfishness, which was a fairly convincing proof 
of 1: is own. In ghort, it almost seemed as if people in Paris were 
afn id of coming into collision with the police, if, when publishing 
a b^ok upon any subject whatever, they omitted to interlard 
it V ith insults against myself. Seeking in vain for the cause of 
thii universal animosity, I was ready to believe that ail the 
wo: Id had gone mad. What ! the compiler of the “ Paix 
Pei petuelle ” the promoter of discord ! the editor of the 
“ \icaire Savoyard ” an infidel ! the author of the “ Nouvelle 
He oise ’’ a wolf ! the author of “ lilmiie ” a madman ! Good 
hei yens ! what then should I have been if I had published the 
work upon “ L’Esprit,” or something of the same kind ? And 
yei , in the storm which burst upon the head of the author ^ of 
this book, the public, instead of uniting its voice to that of his 
pe secutors, avenged him by its eulogies. Compare his book and 
mine, the different reception which they have met with, the 
manner in which the two authors have been treated in the 
dh Eerent countries of Europe, and then find, if possible, reasons 
foi these differences which can satisfy a sensible man. That is all 
I { ,sk, then I will say no more. 

[ was so comfortable at Yverdun that I decided to stay 
th 3re, at the earnest entreaty of M. de Roguin and all his family. 
Tlie kindness of M. de Moiry de Gingins, bailli of this town, 
al ;o encouraged me to remain within his jurisdiction. The 
cclonel pressed me so strongly to accept a lodging in a little 
dftached building, between the court and garden of his house, 
tl at I consented ; and he immediately set about furnishing and 
pi oviding it with everything necessary for my humble wants. 
R oguin, the banneret,® was so assiduous in my behalf, that he 
n ;ver left me for a moment during the day. I highly appreciated 
a; I his kindness, but I was sometimes considerably bored by it. 
T iie day of my installation in my new abode was already settled, 
a id I had written to Ther^se to rejoin me, when suddenly I 
hiard that a storm was brewing against me in Berne, which 
V as attributed to the extreme religionists, and of which I have 
nsver been able to discover the origin. The Senate, aroused 
t y no one knows whom, seemed determined not to leave me 
i: i peace in my retreat. Directly the bailli heard of this excite- 
r lent, he wrote on my behalf to several members of the Govern- 

1 A Jesuit newspaper. 

2 Montesquieu. 

3 Banneret : a feudal lord who had a sufficient number of vassals to 

I aise a standard. ' 



calling it a shame on their part to wish to refuse a persecuted 
and worthy man the refuge which so many bandits found in 
their States. Shrewd persons have conjectured that the warmth 
of his reproaches rather exasperated than soothed their minds- 
However that may be, neither his reputation nor his eloquence 
could ward off the blow. Having received an intimation of the 
order which he had to make known to me, he gave me a hint 
of it beforehand, and I decided to leave on the following day, 
before the same arrived. My difficulty was, to know where to 
go. Geneva and France were closed to me, and I clearly foresaw 
that, in this matter, everyone would be eager to imitate his 
neighbour’s example. 

Madame Boy de la Tour proposed to me to take up my 
quarters in an empty furnished house, belonging to her son, in 
the village of Metiers, in Val-d e-Travers, in the county of Neuf- 
chatel. I only had to cross a mountain to get there. The offer 
was the more opportune, since, in the territory of the King of 
Prussia, I should naturally be sheltered from persecution ; at 
least, religion could not be alleged as an excuse for it. But a 
secret objection, which it did not become me to express, was 
calculated to make me hesitate. The innate love of justice, by 
which my heart was always consumed, united to my secret 
liking for France, had inspired me with aversion for the King of 
Prussia, who, in his principles and conduct, appeared to me to 
trample underfoot all respect for natural law and human 
obligations. Amongst the framed engravings, with which I had 
decorated the walls of my turret at Montmorency, was a portrait 
of this Prince, underneath which I had written a distich, which 
concluded as follows : 

" II pense en philosophe, et se conduit en roi.” ‘ 

This line, which, proceeding from any other pen, would have 
been high praise, contained, coming from mine, a meaning which 
was by no means ambiguous, and which, besides, was only too 
clearly explained by the line which preceded it.^ My numerous 
visitors had all seen this distich. The Chevalier de Lorenzi had 
even copied it for D’Alembert, and I had no doubt that the latter 

1 He thinks as a philosopher, and acts as a king. 

3 “ La gloire, I’interet, voil4 son Dieu, sa loi.” From a note in the 
Firmin-Didot edition we learn that this line did not really precede the one 
quoted above. The latter was underneath the portrait, the other verse 
was written at the back. 
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e then I had observed a coldness on the part of Ther^se ; 
[had the same attachment for me from a feeling of duty, no 
r from love. This naturally made our intercourse less 
sant, and I thought that, feeling sure that I should continue 
|ook after her wherever she might be, she would perhaps 
er to remain in Paris than to wander through the world 
me. However, she had exhibited such grief at our separa- 
, she had exacted from me such positive promises that we 
jild come together again, she had so strongly expressed a 
e to that effect since my departure, both to the Prince de 
i and M. de Luxembourg, that, far from having the courage 
s peak to her of separation, I could scarcely bear to think of it 
: elf ; and, when I once felt how utterly impossible it was for 
to do without her, my only thought was to call her back to 
immediately. I accordingly wrote to her to set out ; she 
e. It was hardly two months since I had left her ; but it 
our first separation, after the many years we had been 
ther. We had both felt it cruelly. What a shock, when we 
raced each other ! How sweet are tears of tenderness and 
f How my heart revels in them ! Why have I been per- 
to shed so few ! 
n my arrival at Motiers,! had written to Lord Keith, Marshal 
vScotland, Governor of Neufch^tel, to inform him that I had 
m refuge in His Majesty’s territory, and to ask him for his 
ection. He replied with the well-known generosity which I 
' from him. He invited me to go and see him. I went 
M. Martinet, lord of the manor of Val-d e-Travers, who stood 
in his Excellency’s esteem. The venerable appearance of 
illustrious and virtuous Scotchman made a powerful 
ression upon my heart, and that very moment was the com- 
]^cement of that strong attachment between us, which on my 
has always remained the same, and would still be the same 
his, had not the traitors, who have robbed me of all the con- 
ations of life, profited by my absence to deceive him, weakened 
is by old age, and to misrepresent me m his eyes. 

Cfeorge Keith, hereditary Marshal of Scotland, and brother 
celebrated General Keith, who, after a glorious life, died 
pionourable death, had left his native land when a young 
, having been outlawed for his attachment to the house 
|tuart, with which the unjust and tyrannical spirit which he 
d in it, and which was always its ruling characteristic, soon 
usted him. He lived for some time in Spain, the climate of 


tlted 


pjected 


to the King of Prussia, who was a judge of men and received 
them as they deserved. He was amply repaid for this reception 
of them by the great services rendered him by Marshal Keith, 
and by what was even more valuable, his sincere friendship. 
The great soul of this worthy man, thoroughly proud and re- 
publican, could only bow to the yoke of friendship ; but to this 
it bowed so completely that, although his principles were very 
different, he no longer saw anyone but Frederic from the 
moment he became attached to him. The King intrusted him 
with important commissions, and sent him to Paris and Spain ; 
and, finally, seeing that, already advanced in years, he needed 
repose, he bestowed upon him the government of Neufchatel, 
where he spent the rest of his life in retirement, occupied with 
the delightful task of rendering this little country happy. 

The inhabitants of Neufchatel, who are fond of nothing but 
trifles ^ and tinsel, who are no judge of genuine goods, and think 
that talent consists in long phrases, when they saw a man who 
was unemotional and unaffected, took his simplicity for pride, 
his frankness for mdeness, and his conciseness for stupidity, and 
revolted against his beneficent measures, because, desiring to be 
useful without cajolery, he did not know how to flatter those 
whom he did not esteem. In the ridiculous affair of Petitpierre, 
who was driven out by his brother clergymen, because he had 
refused to believe that they were eternally damned, the Marshal, 
who had opposed their encroachments, found the whole country, 
whose part he took, up in arms against him ; and, at the time 
of my arrival, this foolish excitement was not yet allayed. He 
was, at least, still regarded as a man who allowed himself to be 
prejudiced ; and, of all the imputations brought against him, 
this was perhaps the least unjust. My first feeling, on seeing 
this venerable old man, was one of emotion at the leanness of 
his body, already emaciated by old age ; but when I lifted my 
eyes towards his animated, frank, and noble features, this was 
succeeded by a feeling of respect mingled with confidence, which 
overcame every other sentiment. To the brief compliment which 
I paid him when I presented myself, he replied by speaking of 
something else, as if I had been there a week. He did not even 
bid us sit down. The starchy lord of the manor remained 
standing, but I saw in my lord’s keen and penetrating eye 
something so genial and friendly, that, feeling at my ease at 
once, without further ceremony I went and sat down on the 
i PrUintaille : literally, some kind of dress trimming. 



soia by nis sice, i^rom tne lamniar tone, wnicn ne immeaiateiy 
asstmed, I felt that this freedom on my part was agreeable to 
him and that he said to himself, “ This is no Neufchatelois.” 

Singular effect of strong similarity of character ! At an age 
whe 1 the heart has already lost its natural warmth, that of this 
goo( old man warmed towards me in a manner which surprised 
everyone. He came to see me at Metiers, under pretence of 
sheeting quails, and spent two dsifs without touching a gun. 
We became so friendly — that is the correct word — that we could 
not :io without each other. The chateau of Colombier, where 
he li ved in the summer, was six leagues distant from Metiers : 
I we It at least every fortnight to spend twenty-four hours there, 
and then returned like a pilgrim, with my heart always full of 
him.! The emotions of which I was formerly sensible during my 
journeys from the Hermitage to Eaubonne were certainly very 
different, but they were not sweeter than those with which I 
appipached Colombier. What tears of tenderness I have often 
shedi on my way, while thinking of the paternal kindness, the 
amiable virtues, and the gentle philosophy of this worthy old 
man ! I called him my father, and he called me his child. 
Thes 5 sweet names give a partial idea of the attachment which 
united us, but they do not give an idea of the need of each 
othei which we felt, and of our continued desire to be together. 
He insisted upon putting me up at the chateau of Colombier, 
and j or a long time pressed me to take up my quarters perman- 
ently! in the apartment which I occupied. At last, I told him that 
I wa! freer at my own house, and that I preferred to spend my 
time n going to see him. He approved of my frankness, and said 
no m^ )re about the matter. 0 my good lord ! 0 my worthy father ! 
how ny heart is still stirred by emotion when I think of you ! 
Oh ! the barbarians ! What a blow have they dealt me in 
separating you from me ! But, no, no, great man : you are, and 
alwa^ s will be, the same for me, who am ever the same ! They 
have deceived you, but they have not altered you. 

My Lord Marshal is not entirely free from faults : he is a 
wise I rian, but still a man. Although gifted with the most pene- 
tratirg intellect, the most delicate tact that a man can possibly 
posse s, and the most profound knowledge of men, he sometimes 
allow: himself to be deceived, and cannot be undeceived. His 
temp< r is curious ; there is something whimsical and strange in 
his tirn of mind. He appears to forget people whom he sees 
every day, and remembers them at the moment when they least 
expect it, and his attentions seem out of place. His presents are 


spur of the moment he sends or gives whatever occurs to him, 
without discrimination, whether it be very valuable or absolutely 
worthless. A young Genevese, who desired to enter the service 
of the King of Prussia, presented himself before him ; my lord 
gave him, instead of a letter, a little bag full of peas which he 
commissioned him to deliver to the King, who, on receipt of this 
singular letter of recommendation, immediately gave a place to 
the bearer. These lofty geniuses have a language of their own, 
which vulgat minds will never understand. These little oddities, 
resembling the caprices of a pretty woman, only served to render 
my Lord Marshal more interesting. I was quite sure, and I have 
since found it to be the case, that they had exercised no influence 
either upon his feelings or upon the attention which friendship 
imposes upon him in serious matters. But it is true that, in 
conferring an obligation, he exhibits the same singularity as in 
his manners. I will quote a single instance of this in regard to 
a matter of trifling importance. As the journey from Metiers 
to Colombier was too much for me to make in a day, I generally 
broke it by starting after dinner, and sleeping at an inn at Brot, 
about halfway. The landlord, named Sandoz, who wanted to 
solicit at Berlin a favour which was of the greatest importance 
to him, begged me to induce his Excellency to ask it on his 
behalf. I gladly consented. I took him with me, left him in 
the antechamber, and mentioned his business to my lord, who 
made no reply. The morning passed, and on walking through 
the hall on my way to dinner, I saw poor Sandoz, who was 
utterly tired of waiting. Thinking that my lord had forgotten 
him, I spoke about him again before we sat down to table. Not 
a word, as before. I found this manner of hinting to me that I 
was troublesome somewhat severe, and I held my tongue, pitying 
poor Sandoz in my own mind. On returning home the next 
day, I was greatly surprised by his profuse thanks for the kindly 
reception and the good dinner which his Excellency had given 
him, besides taking charge of his papers. Three weeks later, 
my lord sent him the rescript for which he had asked, made 
out by the minister and signed by the King, and this without 
having said* a single word or made an answer to either myself 
or Sandoz in regard to the matter, with which I believed he did 
not wish to have anything to do. 

I should like to speak incessantly of George Keith. It is 
with him that my last happy recollections are connected ; the 
rest of my life has been nothing but sorrow and affliction. The 


reiae iiuraiice oi ii iias oeen so meiancnoiy, ana comes oacK 
to m; so confusedly, that it is no longer possible for me to 
introi luce any order into my narrative. I shall be obliged, from 
this t ime forth, to arrange the facts haphazard, as they present 
them ;elves to me. . 

I V as soon relieved of my uneasiness in regard to my asylum, 
by tie answer of the King to the Marshal, in whom, as may 
be in agin ed, I had found a powerful advocate. His , Majesty 
not oily approved of what I had done, but also — for I must 
conced nothing — commissioned him to give me twelve louis. 
The worthy Marshal, embarrassed by such a commission, and 
not k: lowing how to acquit himself of it delicately, endeavoured 
to sof ;en the affront by changing the money into provisions, and 
inforr ling me that he had been ordered to supply me with wood 
and c ml to start my housekeeping ; he even added, perhaps 
on hij own initiative, that the King would be pleased to have 
a sma 1 house built for me, according to my own taste, if I would 
choose a site for it. This last offer touched me greatly, and 
made me forget the stinginess of the other. Without accepting 
either I looked upon Frederic as my benefactor and protector, 
and C( inceived so sincere an attachment to him, that from that 
time forth I took as much interest in his reputation as I had 
hither ;o found injustice in his success. When peace was con- 
cludec shortly afterwards, I testified my joy by an illumination, 
which! showed very good taste. This was a row of garlands, 
with which I decorated the house in which I was living, and 
upon which, it is true, I spent, in a spirit of revengeful pride, 
almoslj as much money as he had wanted to give me. Peace 
being ioncluded, I imagined that, since his military and political 
reputajtion was at its height, he intended to secure for himself 
one of la different kind, by reviving the prosperity of his States, 
throug h the restoration of commerce and husbandry ; by creating 
a new soil and peopling it anew ; by continuing at peace with 
all his neighbours, and making himself the umpire of Europe, 
after h iving been its terror. He could lay down the sword with- 
out risk, in the full confidence that he would not be obliged 
to take it up again. Seeing that he did not disarm, I was afraid 
that h3 would not know how to use his advantages aright, 
and th:it he was only half a great man. I ventured to write 
to him on this subject, and adopted the tone of familiarity best 
adapte l to please men of his stamp, in order that the holy 
voice cf truth, which so few kings are born to hear, might 
reach 1 im. It was only in confidence, between our two selves. 


to the Marshal, and I sent him my letter to the King, carefully 
sealed. My lord sent the letter without inquiring about its con- 
tents. The King made no reply ; and, some time afterwards, 
when the Marshal went to Berlin, he merely told him that I 
had severely scolded him. I understood from this that my letter 
had been ill received, and that my outspoken zeal had been 
looked upon as pedantic awkwardness. At bottom, this may 
have been really the case. Perhaps I did not say what I ought 
to have said, and had not adopted the tone which I ought to 
have adopted. I can only answer for the feeling which made 
me take the pen into my hand. 

Shortly after my establishment at Motiers-Travers, having 
received every possible assurance that I should be left in peace, 
I assumed the Armenian costume. This was not a new idea of 
mine ; it had often occurred to me in the course of my life, and 
it often occurred to me again at Montmorency, where the constant 
use of bougies, which frequently compelled me to keep my room, 
made me sensible of the advantages of a long garment. The 
chance afforded by an Armenian tailor, who frequently came on 
a visit to a relation at Montmorency, tempted me to take advan- 
tage of it, in order to assume this new costume, in spite of what 
people might say, to which I paid but little heed. However, 
before adopting this new outfit, I desired to have the advice 
of Madame de Luxembourg, who strongly advised me to do so. 
I accordingly procured a little Armenian wardrobe ; but the 
storm, which was' roused against me, made me put off wearing 
it until the times were calmer, and it was not until several 
months later that, being obliged by fresh attacks of my com- 
plaint to have recourse to bougies, I thought that I mig'iit, 
without risk, assume this dress at Metiers, especially after 
having consulted the pastor of the place, who told me that 
I could wear it even in church without giving offence. I ac- 
cordingly put on the jacket, caftan, fur cap, and girdle ; and, 
after having been present at divine service in it, I saw no 
impropriety in wearing it in the presence of my Lord Marshal. 
His Excellency, when he saw me thus attired, said, by way of 
compliment, “ Salaam alek ; ’’ ^ this ended the matter, and I 
never afterwards wore any other dress. 

Having entirely abandoned literature, I only thought of 
leading a quiet and peaceful life, as far as it depended upon 

1 “ Peace be with you ” — a form of salutation only interchanged between 
Mussulmans. 


myself. When alone, I have never Imown what it is to feel 
weaiy, even when I am entirely unemployed ; my imagination 
fills ip every void, and is alone sufficient to occupy me. It is 
only the idle gossip of a room, when people sit opposite each 
othe , moving nothing but their tongues, that I have never been 
able to endure. When walking or moving, I can put up with 
it ; ;he feet and eyes are at least employed ; but, to remain 
with folded arms, talking about the weather and the flies 
buzz ng round, or, what is worse, exchanging compliments, that 
is to ne unendurable torture. That I might not live quite like a 
savai ;e, I took it into my head to learn to make laces. I took my 
cushilon with me on my visits, or, like the women, I worked at 
my dpor, and talked with the passers-by. This made the empty 
chattier endurable, and enabled me to spend my time without 
weariness amongst my neighbours, several of whom were agree- 
able enough and not destitute of intelligence. One of them, 
namil Isabelle dTvernois, the daughter of the procureur-general 
of NepfchlLtel, appeared to me deserving of my particular friend- 
ship, lof which she has had no reason to complain, for I gave 
her s^me very useful advice, and rendered her considerable 
servic es on important occasions ; so that now, a respected and 
virtuous mother of a family, she perhaps owes her insight, 
her hasband, her life, and her happiness to me. On my part, 
I am indebted to her for much gentle consolation, especially 
durin i a very dull winter, when, whilst my maladies and sufferings 
were at their height, she came to spend, with Ther^se and 
myself, long evenings which she knew how to make seem short 
by her cheerful disposition and our mutual confidences. She 
called me “ papa,” I called her “ daughter ” ; and these names, 
which we still give each other, will, I hope, never cease to be 
as de£r to her as to me. To make some use of my laces, I pre- 
sentee them to my young friends on their marriage, on condition 
that t ley brought up their children. Her eldest sister received 
one b virtue of this, and deserved it ; Isabelle also had one, 
and, £ s far as good intentions went, equally deserved it ; but 
she h£ s not had the happiness of being able to carry them out. 
When sending them these laces, I wrote a letter to each, the first 
of wh ch has travelled about the world ; the second did not 
obtain such celebrity ; the progress of friendship is not accom- 
paniec by so much noise. 

Amongst the connections which I formed in my neighbour- 
hood, nto the details of which I do not propose to enter, I must 
not 01 lit to mention Colonel Fury, who had a house on the 


mountains^ where he was m the habit oi coming to spend the 
summer. I was not very anxious to make his acquaintance, be- 
cause I knew that he was in bad odour at the Court, and on 
bad terms with my Lord Marshal, whom he never visited. How- 
ever, as he called upon me and showed me great civility, I was 
obliged to return his call. We continued to visit, and sometimes 
dined with each other. At his house I made the acquaintance 
of M. du Peyrou, with whom I became so intimate that I cannot 
avoid saying something about him. 

M. du Peyrou was an American, son of a commandant of 
Surinam, whose widow married his successor, M. de Chambrier 
of Neufchatel. Being left a widow for the second time, she came 
to settle with her son in her husband’s native country. Du 
Peyrou, an only son, very rich, and the darling of his mother, 
had been brought up with great care, and had made good use 
of his education. He had acquired a great deal of partial know- 
ledge, a certain taste for the arts, and he specially prided him- 
self on having cultivated his reasoning powers. His manner, cold 
and philosophical, resembling that of a Dutchman, his tawny 
complexion, his silent and reserved disposition, strongly favoured 
this opinion. He was deaf and gouty, although still young. This 
rendered all his movements very deliberate and solemn ; and, 
although he was fond of arguing, sometimes even at length, as 
a rule he spoke little, because he could not hear. His whole 
appearance inspired me with respect. I said to myself : Here is 
a thinker, a wise man, such as one might be happy to have for 
a friend. To complete his conquest of me, he often addressed 
me, without ever paying me a compliment. He rarely spoke to 
me about himself, me, or my books. He was not without ideas, 
and everything that he said was fairly accurate. This accuracy 
and precision attracted me. His mind possessed neither the lofti- 
ness nor delicacy of that of my Lord Marshal, but it was just 
as simple ; and thus, in one respect, he always represented him. 
I did not become infatuated with him, but was attracted to him 
by a feeling of esteem ; and this esteem gradually led to friend- 
ship. In his case, I entirely forgot the objection which I had 
made to Baron d’Holbach — that he was too wealthy ; and I 
believe that I was wrong. I have learned to doubt whether 
a man, who is the possessor of a large fortune, whoever he 
may be, can be sincerely fond of my principles and their 
originator. 

For a considerable time I saw little of Du Peyrou, because 
I never went to Neufchatel, and he only came once a year to 



see (,olonel Pury on his mountain. Why did I never go to 
Neufdiatel ? For a childish reason, which I must not conceal. 

A1 hough, under the protection of the King of Prussia and 
my I ,ord Marshal, I at first escaped persecution in my retreat, 
I die not escape the hostility of the public, the municipal 
magi trates, and the clergy. After France had given the signal, 
it wa 3 no longer good taste not to offer me some kind of insult 
at least : these persons would have been afraid of seeming to 
rove of the conduct of my persecutors, if they did not 
e them. The chief class of Neufchatel, that is to say, the 
of the clergy of the town, gave the first impulse, by 
pting to stir up the State Council against me. This attempt 
having proved unsuccessful, the clergy turned to the municipal 
authekities, who immediately prohibited my book, and, treating 
me oil every occasion with scant politeness, gave me to under- 
stand! even in so many words, that, if I had desired to take up my 
abode in the town, it would not have been allowed. They filled 
the columns of their Mercure with absurdities and the most 
insipii cant, which, although it only excited the ridicule of 
sensible persons, none the less provoked the people and stirred 
them lip against me. All this, however, to listen to them, ought 
not have prevented me from being extremely grateful to them 
for allowing me to live at Motiers, where they had no authority ; 
they would willingly have measured out the air to me by the 
pint, on condition that I paid a heavy price for it. They desired 
that l| should feel under a great obligation to them for the pro- 
tection which the King granted me in spite of them, and of 
which they were persistently working to deprive me. At last, 
finding that they could not succeed, and having done me all 
the ha rm they could, and abused me with all their might, they 
made 1 1 virtue of their impotence, by exalting their kindness in 
sufferi] ig me to remain in their country. My only answer ought 
to hav ‘ been — to laugh in their face ; instead of this, I was silly 
enougl to feel annoyed, and foolish enough to make up my mind 
never 1 o go to Neufchatel : a resolution which I kept for nearly 
two years, as if I were not showing such creatures too much 
honour by taking any notice of their conduct, for which, whether 
good o • bad, they cannot be considered responsible, since they 



/V ceriaiu village maire, wiiu iiau ueeii uepnveu ui iiis umec 
for his malpractices^ once said to the lieutenant of Val -de-Travers, 
who was my Isabelle’s husband, “ This Rousseau is said to 
be a man of great talent : bring him to me, that I may see 
whether it is true,” Assuredly, the displeasure of a man who 
adopts such a tone ought not to trouble those who are the 
objects of it. 

Judging from the manner in which I was treated at Paris, 
Geneva, Berne, and Neufchatel, I expected no greater considera- 
tion from the pastor of the place. However, I had been recom- 
mended to him by Madame Boy de la Tour, and he had received 
me very kindly ; but, in this country, where flattery is universal, 
courtesies go for nothing. But, after my solemn reunion with the 
Reformed Church, 'and living in a Protestant country, I could not, 
without breaking my vows and failing in my duties as a citizen, 
neglect the public profession of the religion which I had again 
adopted : I therefore attended divine service. On the other hand, 
I was afraid that, by presenting myself at the Lord’s table, I 
might expose myself to the insult of a refusal ; and it was highly 
improbable that, after the stir that had been created at Geneva 
by the Council and at Neufchatel by the clergy, he would quietly 
administer the Holy Communion to me in his church. As the time 
for Communion was near, I decided to write to M. de Montmollin 
— this was the minister’s name — in order to prove my good in- 
tentions, and to inform him that, at heart, I had always been a 
member of the Reformed Church. I told him at the same time 
that, in order to avoid all disputes about the articles of faith, I 
declined to listen to any special explanation upon points of dogma. 
Having thus set myself right in this quarter, I remained quiet, 
not feeling the least doubt that M. de Montmollin would refuse 
to admit me without the preliminary discussion, with which I 
absolutely declined to have anything to do, and that the matter 
would thus be settled, without any blame being attached to me. 
But nothing of the kind happened. At the moment when I least 
expected it, M. de Montmollin came to tell me, not only that he 
was willing to admit me to the Communion, under the condition 
for which I had stipulated, but, more than this, that he and his 
elders considered it a great honour to have me as one of the 
members of their flock. I was never so surprised in my life, and 
nothing has ever afforded me greater consolation. It appeared 
to me a most gloomy fate, to live always isolated in the world, 
especially in time of adversity. In the midst of so many proscrip- 
tions and persecutions, I found the greatest consolation in being 



ctujLc ij say tu lefcibi. i ciiii aiiioiigsi riiy Diecnren ; ana 

I wen t to Communion with a heart greatly moved and affected 
to tears, which was perhaps the preparation most acceptable 
to Go i that one could take to His table. 

Son le time afterwards, my lord sent me a letter from Madame 
de B )ufflers, which — so at least I imagine — came through 
D’Ale nbert, who was acquainted with him. In this letter, the 
first t lat this lady had written to me since my departure from 
Monti lorency, she severely scolded me for having written to M. 
de Me iitmollin, and, above all, for having communicated. I was 
the le: s able to understand what was the object of her reprimand, 
since, from the time of my journey to Geneva, I had always 
openl}- proclaimed myself a Protestant, and had publicly 
attenc ed the Hotel de Hollande,^ and no one in the world had 
made iny objection. It seemed highly amusing that Madame la 
Comte sse de Bouffiers should desire to interfere with the direction 
of my conscience in matters of religion. However, as I did not 
doubt that her intentions — although I utterly failed to under- 
stand ;hem — were the best possible, I took no offence at this re- 
marka .)le attack, and I replied to her without irritation, at the 
same time quietly explaining my reasons. 

Mea iwliile, the printed abuse against me continued as before, 
and in kindly authors reproached the authorities with treating 
me to( leniently. This chorus of yelping, the leaders of which 
continued to act under cover, was somewhat ill-omened and 
alarm! ig. For my part, I let them yelp, without troubling 
myself I was assured that a decree of censure had been obtained 
from t le Sorbonne ; ^ I refused to believe it. How could the 
SorboE ne interfere in the matter ? Did the members desire 
to sett ie that I was not a Catholic ? Everybody knew this 
alread} , Did they desire to prove that I was not a good Calvinist? 
What c id it matter to them ? That would be to take a singular 
responnbility upon themselves, and to pose as the substitutes of 
our mil isters. Before I had seen the document, I believed that it 
was be ng circulated in the name of the Sorbonne, in order to 
insult i :s members ; I felt even more convinced of this after I 
had rea f it. At last, when I was unable to doubt its genuineness 
any lorger, nothing was left for me to believe except that the 
proper ilace for the Sorbonne was a lunatic asylum. 

[1763.] — Another document affected me more, because it 
proceed id from a man whom I had always esteemed, and whose 

1 The chapel of the Reformed Church. 

2 A famous school of theology at the time. 
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firmness I admired, while pitying ms blindness. I am speaking 
of the letter ^ written by the Archbishop of Paris against me. 

I thought it incumbent upon me to reply to it. I could do 
so without lowering myself ; it was a case almost similar to that 
of the King of Poland. I have never been fond of brutal quarrels, 
a la Voltaire. I can only fight in a dignified manner, and, before 
I condescend to defend myself, I must be assured that he who 
attacks me will not dishonour my blows. I had no doubt that 
this mandatory letter was the work of the Jesuits ; and, although 
they were themselves in very great distress at the time, I recog- 
nised in it their ancient maxim — that of crushing the unfortunate. 
I was thus enabled to follow my own established principle — that 
of honouring the author whose name the work bore, and of 
pulverising the work itself ; and this I think I did with great 
success. 

I found my stay at Motiers very agreeable ; nothing but an 
assured means of livelihood was wanting to make me decide to 
end my days there ; but living was rather expensive, and all 
my former schemes had been upset by the break-up of my old 
household and the establishment of a new one, by the sale or 
dispersal of my effects, and by the expenses which I had been 
obliged to incur since my departure from Montmorency. I saw 
my little capital dwindling daily ; two or three years would be 
sufficient to consume what was left, while I saw no means of 
replacing it, unless I began to write books again — a fatal pro- 
fession, which I had already abandoned. 

Convinced that my situation would soon alter, and that the 
public, recovering from its madness, would put the authorities 
to the blush, my only desire was to make my means last until 
this happy alteration took place, which would make it easier for 
me to take my choice of such means of subsistence as might 
present themselves. With this object, I again took up my 
“ Dictionnaire de Musique,” which, after ten years’ labour, was 
already far advanced, and only needed a final revision, and to 
be copied out fairly. My book, which had recently been sent 
on to me, furnished me with the means of finishing this work : 
my papers, which were sent at the same time, enabled me to 
start upon my Memoirs, to which I intended henceforth to devote 
my sole attention. I began by copying some letters in a collection, 
to serve as a guide to my memory in the order of events and dates, 
I had already picked out those which I intended to keep for 
this purpose, and they were arranged in an almost unbroken 
1 Mandement : an episcopal letter. 


series for the last ten years. However, while arranging them foi 
copy ng, I found a gap which surprised me. This embraced a 
perio i of nearly six months, from October, 1756, to the following 
Marc 1. I perfectly remembered having included in my collection 
a nu nber of letters from Diderot, Del eyre, Madame d’Epinay, 
Madame Chenonceaux, and others, which bridged over this gap 
and ;ould no longer be found. What had become of them ? 
Had inyone touched my papers during the few months they had 
rema ined at the Hotel de Luxembourg ? This was inconceivable : 
for I had seen M. de Luxembourg himself take the key of the 
room in which I had deposited them. As several letters from 
ladie;, and all those from Diderot, were undated, and as I had 
been obliged to fill in these dates from memory and, as it were, 
groping in the dark, in order to arrange these letters in order, 
I at irst thought that I had made some mistakes in dates, and 
I wej It over all the letters which were undated, or in which I had 
myse If inserted the dates, to see if I could not find those which 
were needed to fill up the gap. This attempt was unsuccessful : 
I foi nd that the gap was a real one, and that the letters had 
certainly been abstracted. By whom and for what reason ? 
This was beyond my powers of comprehension. These letters, 
prior to my great quarrels, and belonging to the time of my first 
infatuation for “ Julie,” were of no interest to anybody. They 
conti ined, at most, some bickerings of Diderot, some bantering 
from Deleyre, some assurances of friendship from Madame de 
Chenonceaux, and even from Madame d’Epinay, with whom I 
was 1 hen on the best possible terms. To whom could these letters 
be 0 any importance ? What was intended to be done with 
them ? It was not until seven years later that I suspected the 
frigh :ful purpose of this theft. 

Having settled the fact of this deficiency, I proceeded to 
exanine my rough copies, to see whether I could discover any 
further loss. I found several missing, and this, as I had a very 
bad memory, made me imagine I should find it the same with 
my multitudinous papers. Those which I missed were the 
rougji copy of “ La Morale Sensitive,” and the extract of the 
“ Avmtures de Mylord ^^douard.” The absence of the latter, 
I confess, caused me to suspect Madame de Luxembourg. It 
was :ier valet de chambre, La Roche, who had forwarded my 
pape s, and I could not think of anyone else who could feel 
any nterest in this fragment ; but how could the other have 
inter jsted her ; or the letters which had been abstracted, of 
whic i no use could be made, even with the worst intentions 



to injure me, unless they were fraudulently altered? As. for 
M. de Luxembourg, of whose invariable uprightness and genuine 
friendship I felt assured, I could not for a moment suspect 
him. I could not even fix the suspicion upon Madame la Mare- 
chale. The most reasonable supposition that I could think of, 
after long racking my brains to discover the thief, was to fix 
the guilt upon D’Alembert, who, having already made his way 
into Madame de Luxembourg’s good graces, might have found 
means to rummage amongst these papers, and to abstract what- 
ever he pleased, whether manuscripts or letters, either with the 
intention of stirring up some annoyance against me, or of appro- 
priating to himself what might be useful to him. I imagined 
that, misled by the title of “ La Morale Sensitive,” he expected 
to find in it the sketch of a real treatise upon Materialism, which 
he might have been able to use against me in a manner which 
may easily be imagined. Feeling sure that he would soon be 
undeceived on examining the rough copy, and having made up 
my mind to abandon literature altogether, I troubled myself 
little about these petty larcenies, which were, perhaps, not the 
first committed by the same hand which I have endured with- 
out complaining.^ I soon thought no more of this disloyalty, as 
if no similar act had ever been committed against me, and I 
began to arrange the materials which had been left to me, in 
order to work at my Confessions. 

I had long believed that the society of the clergy at Geneva, 
or, at least, the citizens and burgesses, would protest against 
the infringement of the edict involved in the decree against my- 
self. All remained quiet, at least in outward appearance, for a 
general feeling of discontent prevailed, which only waited for an 
opportunity of manifesting itself. My friends, or those who 
called themselves such, wrote letter after letter, urging me to 
go and put myself at their head, and assuring me of a public 
apology on the part of the Council. The fear of the disorder 
and disturbance, which my presence might cause, prevented me 
from yielding to their entreaties ; and, faithful to the vow I had 
formerly made— never to mix myself up in any civil quarrel in 
my own country — I preferred to let the offence against justice 
remain as it was and to exile myself from my native land for 

1 I had found, in his “ Elements de Musique,” several things which had 
been taken from my article in the “ EncyclopMie,” which had been sent to 
him several years before the publication of his “ Elements.” I do not know 
what share he may have had in a work entitled “ Dictionnaire des Beaux- 
arts,” but I have found in it articles copied word for word from mine, 
long before these same articles were printed in the “ Encyclopedic.” 



had c ertainly expected, on the part of the burgesses, legal and 
peaceful remonstrances against an infringement which greatly 
conce med them. But nothing of the kind took place. Those 
at thiiir head were less anxious for the real redress of wrongs 
than or an opportunity of making themselves necessary. They 
intrig led, but kept silence, and allowed the gossips and hypo- 
crites to prate, who were put forward by the Council to render 
me oc ious in the eyes of the people, and to cause its insolence to 
be atl ributed to religious zeal. 

Aft :r having waited in vain, for more than a year, for someone 
to pretest against an illegal procedure, I at last made up my 
mind and, finding myself abandoned by my fellow-citizens, I 
deterr lined to renounce my ungrateful country, in which I had 
never ived, from which I had received no kindness or assistance, 
and b^ which, as the reward of the honour which I had en- 
deavoured to bestow upon it, I found myself, by unanimous 
conser t, so unworthily treated, seeing that those who ought to 
have spoken had never uttered a word. I accordingly wrote to 
the ch :ef syndic for that year, who was, I believe, M. Favre, a 
letter n which I solemnly renounced my burgess rights, at the 
same ;ime being careful to observe in it the becoming and 
moder ite language, which I have always employed, when acting 
in acce rdance with the dictates of my pride, as I have frequently 
been c impelled to do by the cruelty of my enemies, in time of 
misforune. 

This step at last opened the eyes of the citizens ; feeling that 
they hid acted against their own interests in abandoning my 
defenc( , they took it up when it was too late. They had other 
grievar ces, which they added to mine, and made them the sub- 
ject of several very well-reasoned remonstrances, which they 
extended and strengthened, in proportion as the rude and dis- 
couragi eg refusals of the Council, which felt itself supported by 
the Frc nch ministry, made them feel more strongly the_ design 
which I ad been formed for keeping them in a state of subjection. 
These disputes called forth various pamphlets, which decided 
nothing, until there suddenly appeared the “ Lettres ecrites de 
la Camiagne,” a work written in support of the Council with 
infinite skill, and which for a time reduced to silence and crushed 
the party of remonstrance.^ This work, a lasting memorial of 
the rare talents of its author, was the production of the Procureur- 

1 Le iarto reprSsentanL—The term “ reprdsentant ” was specially 
applied to the citizens of Geneva who advocated public liberty. 
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profound knowledge of the laws and constitution of the Republic 
Siluit terra. 

[1764.] — The party of remonstrance, recovering from their first 
defeat, undertook to reply, and in time acquitted themselves 
tolerably well. But all turned their eyes towards me, as the only 
person capable of entering the lists against such an adversary, 
with any hope of overthrowing him. I confess that I thought the 
same ; and, urged on by my old fellow-citizens, who represented 
it to me as my duty to assist them with my pen in a difficulty of 
which I had been the cause, I undertook the refutation of the 
“ Lettres ecrites de la Campagne,” and parodied its title by that 
of “ Lettres ecrites de la Montagne,” which I gave to mine. I 
conceived and carried out this undertaking so secretly, that, at a 
meeting which took place at Thonon between myself and the 
party of remonstrance, in order to discuss their affairs, and at 
which they showed me the outline of their reply, I did not say 
a word about my own, which was already written ; for I was 
afraid that some obstacle might be thrown in the way of its 
being printed, if either the magistrates or my private enemies 
got the least wind of it. I could not, however, prevent the work 
becoming known in France before it was published ; but it was 
thought better to let it appear than to let me understand too 
clearly how my secret had been discovered. I will afterwards 
state what I have been able to learn positively about the matter, 
which is not much ; I will say nothing about my own conjectures. 

At Motiers I had almost as many visitors as at the Hermitage 
and Montmorency, but, for the most part, of a very different kind. 
Those who had hitherto come to see me had been people who, 
being connected with me by common talents, tastes, and prin- 
ciples, made them the excuse for their visits, and immediately 
introduced subjects on which I was able to converse with them. 
At Motiers this was no longer the case, especially as far as the 
French were concerned. My visitors were officers or others who 
had no taste for literature, the majority of whom had never even 
read my works, and who, nevertheless, according to their own 
account, had travelled thirty, forty, sixty, a hundred leagues to 
see me and admire the illustrious, famous, very famous man, the 
very great man, and so forth. From that time people never 
ceased to fling in my face the coarsest and most shameless 
flatteries, from which the esteem of those who came to see me had 
hitherto protected me. As the majority of these visitors did not 
condescend to mention their names or position, as their know- 
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njr even glanced over my works, I did not know what to talk to 
tHem about. I waited for them to speak, since it was their place 
tcl^know and to inform me what was the object of their visit. It 
may be imagined that this*did not lead to conversations particu- 
larly interesting to me, although they may have been so to them, 
according to what they wanted to know ; for, as I was never mis' 
tr|istful, I expressed myself without reserve upon all the ques- 
tions which they thought fit to put to me ; and they left me, as 
a Me, quite as well informed as myself in regard to all the 
ddails connected with my situation. 

puch a visitor, for instance, was M. de Feins, equerry to the 
Queen, and a captain of cavalry in the Queen’s regiment, who 
Wets so persevering as to spend several days at Motiers, and even 
topccompany rne on foot as far as La Ferri^re, leading his horse 
by the bridle, without having anything else in common with me, 
exfcept that we both knew Mademoiselle Fel, and both played at 
cu )-and“ball. Before and after M. de Feins, I received another 
mi ch more extraordinary visit. Two men arrived on foot, each 
le^ing a mule carrying his scanty baggage. They put up at the 
inr , and, after rubbing down their mules themselves, asked to 
? see me. From the general appearance of these muleteers, the 
vilkgers took them for smugglers ; and the report immediately 
sprfead that some smugglers had come to pay me a visit. But 
the| manner in which they accosted me at once informed me that 
th^ were persons of quite a different sort ; but, although they 
were certainly not smugglers, they might well have been adven- 
tur irs, and this uncertainty kept me on my guard for some time. 
Ho vever, they very soon allayed my suspicions. One of them 
was M. de Montauban, called the Comte de la Tour du Pin, a 
gentleman from Dauphine ; the other was M. Dastier, from Car- 
pen tras, an old soldier, who had put his cross of Saint-Louis in 
his pocket, to_ avoid displaying it. These gentlemen, who were 
bot i very amiable, were also very good company ; their conver- 
j sati )n was interesting and agreeable. Their manner of travel- 
j ling so greatly to my taste, and so little in keeping with that of 

I French gentlemen, made me feel a kind of attachment for them 

which intercourse with them could not fail to strengthen. The 
acquaintance did not even end there. , It still continues, and 
the) have paid me several visits since then, but not on foot, 
alth )ugh that was well enough for the first introduction. But 
the nore I have seen of these gentlemen, the less sympathy I 
hav( found between their tastes and mine, the less I have felt 



writings^ or that there was any real sympathy between us. 
What, then, did they want of me ? Why did they visit me with 
such an equipage ? Why did they remain several days ? Why 
did they return several times ? Why were they so anxious to 
have me for their guest ? At that time it never occurred to me 
to ask myself all these questions. I have often put them to 
myself since. 

Touched by their friendly advances, my heart surrendered 
without reflection, especially to M. Dastier, whose manner, being 
more frank and open, pleased me most. I even continued to 
correspond with him ; and, when I wanted to get the “ Lettres 
de la Montagne ” printed, I thought of applying to him, in order 
to put those, who were waiting for my parcel on the route to 
Holland, on the wrong scent. He had often spoken to me, and 
perhaps designedly, of the liberty enjoyed by the press at Avig- 
non, and had offered his services, if I ever wanted to get anything 
printed there. I availed myself of this offer, and sent him my 
first sheets, one after the other, by post. After he had kept 
them for a considerable time he sent them back, at the same 
time informing me that no printer would venture to undertake 
the work ; and I was obliged to go back to Rey, taking the 
precaution of sending my sheets one after the other, and not 
letting the succeeding ones go until I had been advised of the 
receipt of those which preceded them. Before the publication 
of the work, I learned that it had been seen in the ministerial 
offices ; and D’Escherny, of Neufch^tel, spoke to me of a book 
called “ De THomme de la Montagne,^’ which he had been told 
by Holbach was written by me. I assured him, as was quite 
true, that I had never written a book called by this name. 
When the letters appeared he was furious, and accused me of 
falsehood, although I had told him the simple truth. This is 
how I was convinced that my manuscript was known. Feeling 
sure of Key’s trustworthiness, I was obliged to transfer my 
suspicions elsewhere ; and the most rational conjecture, and the 
one to which I was most inclined to adhere, was that my packets 
had been opened in the post. 

Another person, whose acquaintance I made almost at the 
same time, at first merely through the medium of correspondence, 
was M. Laliaud, of Nimes, who wrote to me from Paris, asking 
me to send him my profile in silhouette, which he said he required 
for a bust of myself in marble, which he was having made by 
Le Moine, with the intention of placing it in his library. If 



was completely successful. I imagined that a man who desired 
to ha ve my bust in marble in his library must be full of my 
work; ^ and consequently of my principles, and that he must love 
me, 1: ecause his soul was in unison with mine. This idea was 
bound to attract me. I have seen M. Laliaud subsequently. 
I have found him eager to render me several trifling services, 
and t3 meddle with my humble affairs. But, beyond that, I 
doubt whether any single work of mine has been included in the 
very flmited number of books which he has read in the course 
of his life. I am ignorant whether he has a library, and whether 
it is i piece of furniture which he is likely to use ; and as for 
the hist, it is limited to a poor figure in clay, executed by 
Le M( ine, from which he has had a hideous portrait engraved, 
which nevertheless passes current under my name, as if it had 
some ‘esemblance to me. 

The only Frenchman whose visits seemed to be due to a 
partia ity for my sentiments and writing, was a young officer of 
the Li mousin regiment, by name Seguier de Saint-Brisson, who 
cut a ] )rilliant figure in Paris and in the world, and perhaps still 
does, Ihrough the amiability of his talents and his pretentions to 
wit. He had come to see me at Montmorency during the winter 
precectng my catastrophe. I found in him a liveliness which 
please! me. He afterwards wrote to me at Metiers ; and, 
whether it was that he wanted to flatter me, or that his head 
was really turned by “ £miie,” he told me that he intended to 
leave me service, in order to live independently, and that he 
was learning the trade of a carpenter. He had an elder brother, 
a captain in the same regiment, the favourite of the mother, who, 
being H violent devotee, and under the thumb of some hypo- 
critical treated her younger son very badly, accusing him 
of irre igion, and even of the unpardonable offence of being 
intima e with myself. These were the grievances which induced 
him to break with his mother, and adopt the resolution of which 
I have just spoken — all, to play the little “ £^mile.” 

Alarmed at this impetuous eagerness, I hastened to write to 
him, tc try and dissuade him from carrying out his resolution, 
and I r lade my exhortations as forcible as I could. He listened 
to then i ; he returned to his duty as a son, and withdrew from 
his colonel’s hands the resignation which he had handed in, 
and wt ich the former had prudently not accepted, in order to 
allow him time to think better of it. Saint-Brisson, cured of 
these follies, committed another, which was not quite so out- 
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an author. He produced two or three pamphlets one after the 
other, which showed a certain amount of talent, but in regard 
to which I shall never have to reproach myself with having 
praised them in sufficiently encouraging terms to induce him to 
follow such a career. 

Some time afterwards, he came to see me, and we made an 
excursion together to the island of Saint-Pierre. I found him, 
during this journey, somewhat different from what he had been 
at Montmorency. There was something affected about him, 
which at first did not particularly offend me, but which I have 
often thought of since then. He came to see me once again at 
the Hotel de Saint-Simon, when I was passing through Paris on 
my way to England. There I heard — which he had not told 
me before — that he went into fashionable society, and that he 
frequently saw Madame de Luxembourg. He gave no sign of 
life when I was at Trye, and did not send me any message 
through Mademoiselle Seguier, who was my neighbour, and who 
never seemed particularly well disposed towards me. In a word, 
M. de Saint-Brisson’s infatuation suddenly came to an end, like 
my connection with M. de Feins, but, whereas the latter owed 
me nothing, the former owed me something, unless the follies 
which I had prevented him from committing were only a joke 
on his part, which really may very well have been the case. 

I also had as many and even more visitors from Geneva. 
The Delucs, father and son, successively chose me for their nurse. 
The father fell ill on the road ; the son was already ill when he 
started from Geneva ; both came to recruit themselves at my 
house. Clergymen, relatives, bigots, persons of all sorts, came 
from Geneva and Switzerland, not for the purpose of admiring 
or making fun of me, like those who came from France, but to 
scold and catechize me. The only one whom I was glad to see 
was Moultou, who came to spend three or four days with me, and 
whom I should have been glad to keep longer. The most 
obstinately persistent of all, and the one who finally conquered 
me by his importunities, was one M. d’lvernois, a Genevese 
merchant, a French refugee, and a relative of the procureur- 
general of Neufchatel, This M. dTvernois came twice a year 
from Geneva to Metiers on purpose to see me, stayed with me 
from morning till evening several days in succession, accom- 
panied me on my walks, brought me hundreds of little presents, 
wormed himself into my confidence in spite of myself, interfered 
in all my affairs, without our having any ideas, tastes, sentiments, 
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0 ivledge in common. I doubt whether, in the whole course 
ife, he has ever read through a single book of any kind, or 
jr he even knows the subjects of which my works treat. 
I began to collect plants, he accompanied me on my 
al excursions, although he had no taste for such amuse- 
and we had not a word to say to each other. He even 
e courage to spend three whole days with me tke-a-tete in a 
house at Goumoins, from which I had hoped to drive him 
jDy dint of boring him and making him feel how greatly he 
me ; but I was never able to discourage his incredible 
ency, or to discover the reason of it. 
ngst all these acquaintances, which I only made and 
under compulsion, I must not omit the only one which 
|en agreeable to me, and which aroused a real interest in 
art ; I refer to a young Hungarian, who came to reside at 
Ihatel, and afterwards at Motiers, some months after I was 
there myself. In the district he was called the Baron 
quttern, under which name he had been accredited from 
He was tall and well-built, his features were pleasant, 


his manners gentle and affable. He told everybody, and also 
gave me to understand, that he had come to Neufchatel solely 
to set me, and to train his youth to virtue by intercourse with 
me. His expression, his tone, his manners, appeared to me in 
agree ment with his words ; and I should have considered myself 
failing in a most important duty, if I had refused to receive a 
i youn I man in whom I saw nothing but amiability, and whose 
' moti'^e in seeking my acquaintance was so worthy of respect. 

S My lieart is incapable of surrendering itself by halves. He 
i soon possessed my entire friendship and my entire confidence ; 
j we b jcame inseparable. He accompanied me on all my walking 
i excu “sions, and greatly enjoyed them. I took him to my Lord 
j Marsial, who showed him the greatest kindness. As he was 
' not yet able to express himself in French, he spoke and wrote 
to me in Latin ; I answered him in French, but this mixture 
of tie two languages did not make our conversations less fluent 
or li/ely in any respect. He spoke to me of his family, his 
affai's, his adventures, and the Court of Vienna, with the 
domestic details of which he appeared to be intimately ac- 
quaiited. In short, for nearly two years, during which we 
livec on terms of the closest intimacy, I invariably found in 
him a, gentleness of character which nothing could alter, nianners 
not only polite but refined, great personal cleanliness, ^ and 
extr ime propriety of language ; in short, all the characteristics 


of a well-bred man, which made me esteem him too highly not 
to regard him with affection. 

At the time of my greatest intimacy with him, D’lvernois 
wrote to me from Geneva, warning me against the young 
Hungarian who had come to settle in my neighbourhood ; adding 
that he had been assured that he was a spy sent by the French 
ministry to watch me. This warning was calculated to cause 
me the more uneasiness, since, in the country where I was, 
everybody advised me to keep on my guard because I was being 
watched, and it was designed to entice me into French territory, 
and then to pounce upon me. 

In order to shut, once for all, the mouths of these silly moni- 
tors, I proposed to Sauttern, without saying a word to him 
beforehand, a walk to Pontarlier. He agreed to go. When we 
reached Pontarlier, I gave him DTvernois’ letter to read, and 
then, fervently embracing him, said, “ Sauttern needs no proof of 
my confidence ; but the public needs a proof that I know who is 
worthy of it.” This embrace was very sweet. It was one of 
those enjoyments of the soul which persecutors can never know, 
and of which they cannot deprive the oppressed. 

I will never believe that Sauttern was a spy, or that he 
betrayed me ; but he deceived me. When I opened my heart to 
him without reserve, he was firm enough to keep his own shut, 
and to deceive me with his lies. He invented some story, which 
caused me to believe that his presence was required in his own 
country. I exhorted him to set out without delay. He did so, 
and, when I thought he was already in Hungary, I heard that he 
was at Strasburg. This was not the first time that he had been 
there. He had caused dissension in a family in the town, and 
the husband, knowing that I was in the habit of seeing him, wrote 
to me. I had spared no efforts to bring the wife back to the 
path of virtue, and Sauttern to his duty. When I thought that 
their separation was complete, they came together again, and the 
husband was obliging enough to take the young man into his 
house again. After that I had nothing more to say. I discovered 
that the pretended Baron had imposed upon me with a heap of 
lies. His name was not Sauttern at ail, but Sauttersheim. As 
for the title of Baron, which had been bestowed upon him in 
Switzerland, I could not reproach him on that score, because he 
had never assumed it. But I have no doubt that he was really 
a gentleman, and my Lord Marshal, who was a judge of men, 
and who had been in his country, always looked upon and treated 
him as one. 



As 5 oon as he had left, the servant at the inn where he took 
his m( als declared that she was in the family way by him. She 
was s( dirty a slut, and Sauttern, who was generally esteemed 
and lo Dked up to in the district as a well-conducted and respect- 
able >oung man, was known to take such pride in cleanliness, 
that this impudent assertion disgusted everybody. The most 
attracdve women in the district, who had in vain lavished their 
fascin itions upon him, were furious. I was beside myself with 
indigration. I did all I could to get the shameless hussy 
arrest id, offering to pay all expenses and go bail for Sauttersheim. 
I wro ;e to him, firmly convinced not only that this pregnancy 
was n )t his work, but that it was in reality only pretended, and 
that t re whole affair was a joke on the part of his enemies and my 
own. I wanted him to return to the district, to confound the 
jade, ind those who had prompted her. I was surprised at the 
feeble tress of his reply. He wrote to the pastor of the girbs 
parish, and tried to hush up the affair. I accordingly ceased to 
troub e myself about the matter, feeling greatly astonished that 
a ma i whose tastes were so low could have been sufficiently 
master of himself to impose upon me by his reserve during our 
closest intimacy. 

Frcm Strasburg, Sauttersheim went to Paris to seek his 
fortune, but only found misery. He wrote to me, confessing his 
sins. My heart was moved at the recollection of our old friend- 
ship. I sent him some money. The following year, when pass- 
ing tl rough Paris, I saw him again. He was in much the same 
circui fistances, but on very friendly terms with M. Laliaud. I 
have never been able to learn how he made his acquaintance, 
or wl ether it was recent or of long standing. Two years later, 
Sautt ersheim returned to Strasburg, from which place he wrote 
to m j, and where he died. Such is, in brief, the story of my 
conne ction with him, and of his adventures ; but, while de- 
ploring the unhappy lot of this unfortunate young man, I shall 
alwa;; 's believe that he was a gentleman by birth, and that his 
irregular life was the result of the situations to which he was 
reduc ed. 

Su ffi were my acquisitions, in the way of connections and 
friendships, at Motiers. I should have needed many such to 
comj ensate for the cruel losses which I suffered at the same time I 

Fiist, I lost M. de Luxembourg, who, having suffered great 
torture at the hands of the physicians, at last fell a victim to 
then, who treated his gout, which they persistently refused to 
ackn Dwledge, as a malady which they were able to cure. 



If we can believe the written account of La Roche, Madame 
la Marechale’s confidential servant, M. de Luxembourg’s case is 
a cruel and memorable example, how deplorable are the miseries 
of greatness ! 

I felt the loss of this worthy gentleman the more keenly, as 
he was the only friend I had in France ; and the gentleness of 
his character was so great, that it made me altogether forget his 
rank and associate with him as an equal. Our relations did not 
come to an end after my retirement, and he continued to write 
to me as before. I fancied, however, that absence or my mis- 
fortunes had somewhat cooled his affections. It is difficult for a 
courtier to preserve the same attachment for anyone whom he 
knows to be out of favour with the authorities. Besides, I came 
to the conclusion that the great influence which Madame de 
Luxembourg possessed over him had not been favourable to me, 
and that she had taken advantage of my absence to injure me 
in his esteem. She herself, in spite of affected demonstrations of 
friendship, which became less and less frequent, was at less pains 
every day to conceal the alteration in her feelings towards me. 
She wrote to me four or five times in Switzerland, at intervals, 
after which she left off writing altogether ; and it needed all my 
preconceived opinions, all my confidence, all my blindness, which 
still clung to me, to prevent me from seeing that her feelings 
towards me were something more than simple coolness. 

Guy, the bookseller, and partner of Duchesne, who, after me, 
was a frequent visitor at the Hotel de Luxembourg, wrote to 
inform me that my name was down in M. le Marechal’s will. 
In this there was nothing singular or incredible ; accordingly, 

I did not doubt what he said. This made me deliberate how 
I should behave in regard to the legacy. After careful con- 
sideration, I decided to accept it, whatever it might be, and to 
pay this respect to an honourable man, who entertained a true 
friendship for me, in spite of his rank, which is rarely accessible 
to such a feeling. I have been relieved of this duty, since I have 
never heard this legacy, whether the story was true or false, 
mentioned again ; and, to tell the truth, I should have been 
grieved to violate one of my great moral principles, by profiting 
by the death of anyone who had been dear to me. During our 
friend Mussard’s last illness, Lenieps proposed to me that we 
should take advantage of the gratefulness, which he showed for 
our attentions to him, to suggest to him gently that he should 
leave us something in his will. “ Ah ! my dear Lenieps,” I said to 
him, “ let us not degrade, by thoughts of self-interest, the melan- 



choly ' )ut sacred duties which we are discharging towards our 
dying i riend.” I hope that I may never be mentioned in anyone’s 
will, le ist of all, in that of a friend. It was about the same time 
that iry Lord Marshal spoke to me about his will, and what 
he inte ided to do for me, on which occasion I made the answer 
which ; have mentioned in the first part of these Confessions. 

My s 3Cond loss, more painful and irreparable, was that of the 
best of women and mothers, who, already burdened with years, 
and overburdened with misery and infirmities, left this valley 
of tean, for the abode of the blessed, where the pleasing recol- 
lection of the good we have done in this world below is its 
everlas ;ing reward. Go, gentle and kindly soul, to join Fenelon, 
Bernex Catinat, and those who, like them, have opened their 
hearts o genuine charity. Go, taste the fruit of your own, and 
prepare for your pupil the place which he one day hopes to 
occupy by your side ! Happy, amidst all your misfortunes, 
since Heaven, by putting an end to them, has spared you the 
cruel spectacle of his ! Afraid of saddening her heart by the 
narrative of my early disasters, I had not written to her at all 
after m / arrival in Switzerland ; but I wrote to M. de Conzie for 
news of her, and it was from him that I learned that she had 
ceased :o alleviate the sufferings of others, and that her own 
were ov er. I, also, shall soon cease to suffer ; but, if I did not 
believe that I should see her again in the next world, my feeble 
imagination would refuse to entertain the idea of the perfect 
happiness to which I look forward. 

My tl ird and last loss — for I had then no more friends to lose 
— was t lat of my Lord Marshal. I did not lose him by death ; 
but, tin d of serving ungrateful masters, he left Neufchatel, and 
I have lever seen him again. He still lives, and will, I hope, 
survive me ; he still lives, and, thanks to him, all my ties upon 
earth ai e not broken ; there is still left a man worthy of my 
friendship, the real value of which consists even more in that 
friendsh ip which one feels than in that which one inspires ; but 
I have 1 3st the delight with which his friendship filled me, and 
I can n( w do no more than reckon him amongst those whom I 
still lovi, but with whom I have no further connection. He 
went to England to receive the King’s pardon, and to redeem his 
propert} which had been confiscated. We did not separate 
without arranging to meet again, the prospect of which appeared 
to afforc him as much pleasure as myself. He intended to settle 
at Keitl Hall, near Aberdeen, and it was agreed that I should 
visit hin i there ; but the prospect was too delightful for me to 




hope that it would ever be realised. He did not stay in Scotland. 
The tender entreaties of the King of Prussia brought him back 
to Berlin, and it will presently be seen how I was prevented from 
going there to rejoin him. ‘ 

Before his departure, foreseeing the storm which was about 
to be raised against me, he sent me, of his own accord, letters 
of naturalisation, which seemed to be a very safe precautionary 
measure, to make it impossible for me to be driven out of the 
country. The Corporation of Couvet in Val-d e-Travers imitated 
the Governor’s example, and granted me the rights of a native, 
free of charge, like the first. Thus, being a full citizen in every 
respect, I was protected against legal expulsion, even by the 
Prince ; but my enemies have never been able to use legal 
means in persecuting a man who, more than any other, has 
always shown the greatest respect for the laws. 

Amongst the losses which I suffered at this time, I do not 
think that I ought to reckon that of the Abbe de Mably. Having 
lived at his brother’s house, I had become slightly acquainted 
with him, but never intimate ; and I have some reason to believe 
that his feelings towards me had changed since I had acquired 
greater celebrity than himself. But it was after the publication 
of the “ Lettres de la Montagne ” that I had the first indication 
of his ill-will. A letter to Madame Saladin, which was attributed 
to him, was circulated in Geneva, in which he spoke of the work 
as the seditious vapourings of a violent demagogue. My esteem 
for the Abbe, and the high opinion which I entertained of his 
abilities, did not allow me to believe for an instant that this 
extravagant letter was written by him. I decided to act as my 
frankness prompted me. I sent him a copy of the letter, inform- 
ing him that it was attributed to him. He made no reply. Tliis 
silence on his part surprised me ; but my astonishment may be 
imagined, when Madame de Chenonceaux informed me that he 
had really written the letter, and that my own had greatly 
embarrassed him. For, even if he had been right, that was no 
excuse for a step which was bound to create a stir, and was taken 
publicly and with a light heart, without obligation or necessity, 
with the sole object of still further overwhelming, at the height 
of his misfortunes, a man towards whom he had always shown 
goodwill, and who had never done him any injury. Some time 
afterwards appeared the “ Dialogues de Phocion,” which 
appeared to me a barefaced and shameless compilation from my 
works. When I read the book, I felt that the author had made 
up his mind in regard to me, and that, from that time forth, I 



shoi Id have no bitterer enemy. I believe that he was never able 
to f )rgive me for having written the ‘‘ Contrat Social,” which 
was far above his powers, or for the Paix Perpetuelle,” and 
tha' he only wanted me to make a selection from the Abbe de 
Saiift-Pierre’s writings, because he thought that I should not be 
ccessful in it. 

he further I advance in my narrative, the less I am able to 
preserve its proper order and sequence. The unsettled condition ' 
of Ihe rest of my life has not left events time to arrange them- 
seh es in succession in my head. They have been too numerous, 
toe mixed up, too disagreeable to be able to be related without 
coi fusion. The only strong impression which they have left 
upon my mind is that of the horrible mystery in which their 
caiises are enveloped, and of the deplorable condition to which 
th( y have reduced me. My narrative can only proceed at hap- 
ha Jard, as the ideas come back to me. I remember that, during 
the time of which I am speaking, being absorbed in my Confes- 
sions, I was so imprudent as to talk about them to everybody, 
n^er once imagining that anyone had any interest or desire, and, 
still less, the power, to throw obstacles in the way of this under- 
taking ; and, even had I thought so, I should not have shown 
any greater discretion, since my disposition renders it absolutely 
inlpossible for me to conceal any of my thoughts or feelings. As 
fa r as I can judge, the fact of this undertaking becoming known 
w is the real cause of the storm which was raised with the object 
o: driving me out of Switzerland, and delivering me into the 
h inds of those who might prevent me from carrying it out. 

I had another work in view, which was regarded with little less 
d 'sfavour by those who were afraid of the first : this was a general 
epition of my works. Such an edition appeared to me necessary, 
in order to establish the authenticity of the books bearing my 
name, which were really by me, and to put the public in a 
position to be able to distinguish them from the pseudonymous 
writings, which my enemies attributed to me, m order to dis- 
dredit and degrade me. In addition to that, this edition would 
i)e a simple and honourable way of insuring a means of sub- 
! istence ; in fact, it was the only one, for I had abandoned book- 
naking, my Memoirs could not be published during my lifetime, 

; did not earn a penny in any other manner, and was always 
spending money ; so that I saw that I should be at the end of my 
resources as soon as the profits of my last writings were ex- 
hausted. These considerations had strongly inclined me to 
bring out my “ Dictionnaire de Musique,” which was as yet 


incomplete. It had brought me m loo louis in ready money and 
an annuity of loo crowns ; but it was easy to see that loo louis 
would not long last a man, who spent more than sixty every 
year ; and an income of loo crowns was nothing for one, upon 
whom beggars and others swooped down incessantly like a flock 
of starlings. 

A company of Neufchatel business-men offered to undertake 
the collected edition, and a printer or bookseller of Lyons, named 
Reguillat, somehow or other managed to thrust himself among 
them in the capacity of manager. An agreement was concluded 
on reasonable and satisfactpry terms, considering the object I 
had in view. My printed works and others still in manuscript 
were enough to fill six volumes quarto. I further agreed to 
exercise a general supervision over the edition, in return for 
which I was to receive an annuity of i,6oo French Uvres, and 
1,000 crowns down. 

[1765.] — The agreement was concluded, but not signed, when 
the “ Lettres ecrites de la Montague ” appeared. The terrible 
outburst against this infernal work and its abominable author 
alarmed the company, and the enterprise fell through. I should 
compare the effect of this last work to that of the “ Lettre sur la 
Musique Frangaise,” only that this letter, while bringing hatred 
upon me and exposing me to danger, at least left me in possession 
of esteem and respect. But, after this last work, the inhabitants 
of Geneva and Versailles seemed to be astonished that a monster 
like myself was permitted to live. The Little Council, egged on 
by the French Resident, and instructed by the Procureur-generaly 
issued a declaration concerning my work, in which, after stig- 
matizing it in most outrageous terms, that body declared that it 
was not even worthy of being burned by the hands of the 
executioner, and added, with a cleverness bordering on burlesque, 
that it would be impossible for anyone to answer it without 
disgracing himself, or even to mention it. I wish I could give a 
copy of this curious document, but, unfortunately, I have not 
got it, and I do not remember a single word of it. I sincerely 
wish that some one of my readers, animated by a desire for truth 
and justice, would read the whole of the “ Lettres ecrites de la 
Montagne ” over again. I venture to assert that he will recog- 
nise the stoical moderation which characterises this work, after 
the violent and cruel insults which people had just vied with 
one another in heaping upon the author. But, being unable 
to reply to the abuse, because it contained none, or to the 
arguments, because they were unanswerable, my enemies had 



ans ver ; and it is certainly true that, if they took irrefutable 
arguments for insults, they must have felt themselves greatly 

insilted! . . 

Tire party of remonstrance, far from complaining of this 
hat^ ful declaration, followed the path which it marked out for 
them, and, instead of glorying in the “ Lettres de la Montagne ’’ 
as a trophy of victory, they covered them up to serve as a shield, 
and were too cowardly to render either honour or justice^ to this 
wor c, which was written in their defence and at their solicitation, 
or e ^en to quote or mention it, although they secretly drew all 
theit arguments from it, and the careful manner in which they 
hav 5 followed the advice given at the end of the work has been 
the feole cause of their salvation and their victory. They had 
imp )sed this duty upon me : I had fulfilled it. I had served 
the country and their cause to the end. I begged them to 
abandon mine, and only think of themselves in their quarrels. 
Thev took me at my word, and I interfered no further in their 
affairs, except to exhort them without ceasing to make peace, 
as llhad no doubt that, if they persisted, they would be crushed 
by ffrance. This has not happened.^ I understand the reason, 
but this is not the place to mention it. 

The effect of the “ Lettres de la Montagne ” at Neufch^tel 
wasTat first insignificant. I sent a copy of it to M. de Mont- 
molSn. He was glad to have it, and read it without finding 
any fault with it. He was ill like myself ; he paid me a friendly 
visit] when his health was re-established, and said nothing about 
the ] )Ook. However, the excitement was beginning. The book 
was publicly burnt — I do not know where.^ From Geneva, from 
Berr e, and, perhaps, from Versailles, the focus of disturbance 
soon shifted to Neufch^tel, especially Val-de-Travers, where, 
even before the clerical party had given any signs of movement, 
they had begun to hound on the people by underhand means. 
I vei iture to say that I ought to have been loved by the people 
of th It country, as I have been by all those amongst whom I have 
livec. I bestowed alms freely, left none of the needy in my 
neigl ibourhood without assistance, never refused to render any 
service within my power which was consistent with justice, 
perh ips even making myself too familiar with everybody, and, 
as fa ■ as I was able, I refused every distinction which might have 
aroui ed jealousy. All this, however, did not prevent the people, 
secre dy stirred up by someone unknown to me, from gradually 
1 . it Paris, together with Voltaire’s “ Dictionnaire Philosophique.” 


broad daylight, not only in the country and on the roads, but 
in the open street. Those to whom I had rendered the greatest 
services were the most virulent ; and even people to whom I 
continued to render them, although they did not venture to 
show themselves, urged on the rest, and seemed anxious to 
avenge themselves in this manner for the humiliation of being 
under an obligation to me. Montmollin seemed to see nothing 
and did not as yet show himself ; but, as a celebration of the 
Communion was close at hand, he paid me a visit to advise me 
not to present myself, at the same time assuring me that he was 
not at all angry with me, and that he would leave me undis- 
turbed. I thought this a curious kind of compliment. It 
reminded me of Madame de Boufflers’ letter, and I could not 
imagine to whom it could be a matter of such importance 
whether I communicated or not. As I considered it would be 
an act of cowardice to give way to him, and, besides, did not 
desire to give the people a fresh excuse to raise the cry of “ infi- 
del ’’ against me, I bluntly refused to do what he asked, and he 
went home highly displeased, at the same time giving me to 
understand that I should be sorry for it. 

He could not refuse to admit me to Communion on his 
authority alone ; that of the Consistory, which had admitted me, 
was also necessary : and, as long as the Consistory had said 
nothing, I could present myself boldly, without fear of being 
refused. Montmollin procured from the clergy the commission 
of summoning me before the Consistory to give an account of 
my belief, and of excommunicating me, in case I refused to 
appear. This excommunication, again, could only be pro- 
nounced by a majority of the votes of the Consistory. But the 
peasants who, under the name of Elders, composed this assembly, 
being under the presidency and, as may be supposed, the rule of 
their minister, would naturally have no other opinion but his, 
especially upon theological questions, which they understood 
still less than he did. I was accordingly summoned, and 
decided to appear. 

What a lucky circumstance, and what a triumph would it 
have been for me, if I had been able to speak, and, so to say, 
had carried my pen in my mouth ! With what overwhelming 
superiority, with what ease should I have overthrown the poor 
minister in the midst of his six peasants ! Greed of authority 
had caused the Protestant clergy to forget all the principles of 
the Reformation : all that I needed, in order to remind him of 



this and to reduce him to silence, was to explain my fivst 
“ Lcttres de la Montagne,” for which they had been foolish 
enough to censure me. My text was ready, I had only to ex- 
pan 1 it, and my enemy was reduced to silence. I should not 
hav j been so silly as to confine myself to the defensive : it was 
eas} enough for me to take the offensive without his even per- 
ceivlng it, or being able to protect himself against it. The 
wre ;ched persons who composed the clerical caste, as thought- 
less as they were ignorant, had themselves placed me in the most 
fav( urable position I could have desired, for crushing them as I 
pleased. But — I should have been obliged to speak, and to 
spej k on the spot, to find ideas, turns of expression, and suitable 
woris on the spur of the moment, never to lose my presence of 
min a or coolness, never to be flustered for a moment. V^Tiat 
could I hope from myself— I who felt so strongly my inability to 
exp 'ess myself impromptu ? I had been most humiliatingly 
rediiced to silence at Geneva, in the presence of an assembly 
whifch was entirely favourable to me, and had made up its mind 
beforehand to approve of everything that I said. Here, it was 
quifle the contrary : I had to do with a person who was prepared 
to cavil, who substituted cunning for knowledge, who would lay 
a hundred traps for me before I perceived one, and was fully 
determined to put me in the wrong, at whatever cost. The more 
I considered my position, the more perilous it seemed to me ; 
and! convinced that it would be impossible for me to extricate 
my^lf with success, I bethought myself of another expedient. 
I pondered over a speech which I proposed to deliver before the 
Conkstory, in order to challenge its authority and to relieve 
my4lf from the necessity of replying. The matter was very 
simple : I wrote the speech, and proceeded to learn it by heart 
witll unequalled enthusiasm. Ther^se, hearing me muttering 
and[incessantly repeating the same phrases, in the endeavour to 
cram them into my head, laughed at me. I hoped in the end to 
know my speech by heart. I knew that the lord of the manor, 
as me Prince’s official, would be present at the meeting of the 
Conkstory, and that, in spite of the bottles of wine distributed by 
Morjtmollin, and liis intrigues, most of the Elders were well dis- 
posed towards me. I had on my side reason, truth, justice, the 
Kink’s protection, the authority of the Council of State, and the 
wisnes of all good patriots who were affected by the establish- 
merjt of this inquisition ; in fact, everything contributed to my 
encouragement. 

The day before the time appointed, I knew my speech by 


heart ; I recited it without a mistake. I went over it again all 
night in my head : in the morning I had forgotten it ; I hesitated 
at each word, I fancied myself already in the presence of the 
illustrious assembly ; I was confused, I stammered, I lost my 
head ; at last, almost at the moment of starting, my courage 
failed me entirely. I remained at home, I determined to write 
to the Consistory, hastily giving my reasons for not appearing, 
and alleging as an excuse my ill-health, which, considering the 
state I was in, would really have made it almost impossible for 
me to go through the whole sitting. 

The minister, embarrassed by my letter, put off the matter 
to another sitting. In the meantime, he and liis creatures made 
every effort to seduce those of the Elders who, following the 
dictates of their own conscience rather than his, were not of the 
same opinion as he and the clergy were. However powerful his 
arguments drawn from his cellar must have been for people of 
this kind, he could not win over any others except the two or 
three who were already devoted to him, and who were called 
his dmes damnees. The Prince’s officer and Colonel de Pury, who 
was very energetic in the matter, kept the others to their duty ; 
and, when Montmollin wanted to proceed to the excommunica- 
tion, the Consistory, by a majority of votes, flatly vetoed it. 
Reduced to the last resource of stirring up the people, he pro- 
ceeded, with the aid of his colleagues and others, to work openly 
and with such success, that, in spite of the frequent and strongly- 
worded rescripts of the King, in spite of all the orders of the 
Council of State, I was at last obliged to leave the country, to 
avoid exposing the Prince’s officer to the risk of being assassin- 
ated, in consequence of his efforts to defend me. 

My only recollections of the whole affair are so confused, that 
it is impossible for me to introduce any order or connection into 
the ideas which come back to me ; I can only produce them, 
scattered and isolated, as they present themselves to my mind. 
I remember that some sort of negotiations had taken place with 
the clergy, in which Montmollin had been the mediator. He had 
pretended that it was feared that, by my writings, I should 
disturb the tranquillity of the country, which would he held 
responsible for allowing me to write. He had given me to under- 
stand that, if I undertook to lay aside my pen, the past would 
be winked at. I had already made this engagement with myself, 
and I had no hesitation in making it with the clerical party, but 
conditionally, and only as far as matters of religion were con- 
cerned. He managed to get two copies of the agreement made. 


coniition was rejected^ and I demanded the return of what I 
had written ; he gave me back one of the duplicates, and kept 
the other, pretending that he had lost it. After this, the people, 
ope; ily egged on by the clergy, laughed the King’s rescripts and 
the orders of the Council of State to scorn, and became utterly 
unc mtrollable, I was preached at from the pulpit, called the 
Antichrist, and chased in the country like a were-wolf. My 
Arn .enian costume was sufficient description for the people : I 
felt the disadvantage of it cruelly, but to abandon it under the 
circ imstances appeared to me an act of cowardice. I could not 
mal e up my mind to do this, and I calmly walked about the 
cou] itry in my caftan and fur cap, pursued by the hue and cry 
of tie rabble, and sometimes by their stones. Several times, 
wheti passing in front of the houses, I heard those inside say, 

B; ing me my gun ; let me fire at him.” I did not walk any 
fast :r, and this only increased their fury ; but they always 
conf ned themselves to threats, at least as far as firearms were 
concerned. 

Djiring the whole time of this excitement, I nevertheless, on 
two loccasions, had great cause for satisfaction, which afforded 
me tenuine pleasure. The first was, that, through my Lord 
Marlhal, I was enabled to perform an act of gratitude. All the 
resp tctable inhabitants of Neufchatel, indignant at the treatment 
which I received and the intrigues of which I was the victim, 
were greatly incensed against the clerical party, being well aware 
that it was under foreign influence, and that it was merely the 
tool of others, who kept themselves in the background while 
urgii g it on to act ; and they began to fear that the precedent 
established in my case might result in the establishment of 
a veritable inquisition. The magistrates, and particularly 
M. lifeuron, who had succeeded M. dTvernois in the office of 
proci’,reur-general, did all they could to protect me. Colonel de 
Purj, although merely a private individual, did even more and 
succeeded better. It was he who found the means of making 
Mon mollin knock under in his Consistory, by keeping the 
Elde-s to their duty. As he had considerable reputation, he 
mad( ; the most use of it to check the outbreak ; but he only 
had ;he authority of the laws, justice, and reason, to oppose to 
that )f money and wine. The odds were against him, and in this 
respect Montmollin triumphed. However, appreciating his zeal 
and i fforts on my behalf, I was anxious, if possible, to do him a 
servi 'e in return, arid in some degree to discharge my obligations 


of State ; but^ having offended the Court in the matter of the 
minister Petitpierre, he was out of favour with the Prince and 
the Governor. However^ I ventured to write on his behalf to 
my Lord Marshal ; I even mentioned the position which he was 
anxious to obtain^ and my efforts were so successful that^ 
contraiy to general expectation, it was almost immediately 
bestowed upon him by the King. Thus destiny, which has always 
placed me too high and too low at the same time, continued to 
toss me from one extreme to the other ; and, while the people 
covered me with mud, I appointed a councillor of State. 

Another tiring that caused me great pleasure was a visit 
from Madame de Verdelin and her daughter, whom she had 
brought to the baths of Bourbonne, whence she came on to 
Motiers, and spent two or three days with me. By her constant 
attentions and trouble on my behalf, she had finally overcome 
the feelings of dislike which I had so long entertained towards 
her ; and my heart, vanquished by her tenderness, returned to 
the full the friendship which she had so long exhibited towards 
me. I felt touched by this visit, especially considering my cir- 
cumstances at the time, when I greatly needed the consolations 
of friendship, to support my courage. I was afraid that she 
would feel deeply the insults wlrich I suffered from the people, 
and I should have liked to spare her the sight of them, to 
avoid distressing her ; but this was impossible ; and, although 
her presence put some check upon their insolence during our 
walks, she saw enough to be able to judge what took place on 
other occasions. It was during her stay, in fact, that I began to 
be subjected to nightly attacks in my own house. One morning, 
her lady’s-maid found a number of stones in front of my window 
which had been thrown at it during the night. A large, heavy 
bench, which stood in the street by the side of my door and 
was securely fixed, was torn up, removed, and set up on end 
against the door ; so that, unless someone had seen it, the first 
person who had opened the door to go out would have been 
knocked down. Madame de Verdelin knew all that was going on ; 
for, in addition to what she could see for herself, her confidential 
servant made himself very well known in the village, talked to 
everybody, and was even seen in conversation with Montmollin. 
However, she did not appear to take any notice of anything 
that happened, never mentioned Montmollin or anyone else, 
and only replied briefly to remarks which I sometimes made 
about him. She only seemed to be convinced that England 
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claimed to prove that I was not a Christian. These letters^ 
writtenjin a conceited style, were none the better for it, although 
it was stated positively that Bonnet, the naturalist, had assisted 
in theii composition, for the said Bonnet, although a materialist, 
is notv ithstanding most intolerantly orthodox, the moment it is 
a quest ion of myself, I certainly did not feel tempted to answer 
this p] oduction ; but, as the opportunity presented itself of 
saying a few words about it in the “ Lettres de la Montagne,” I 
inserted a somewhat contemptuous note, which made Vernes 
furiou: . He filled Geneva with his cries of rage, and DTvernois 
inforn ed me that he was out of his mind. Some time afterwards 
an an{ inymous pamphlet appeared, which seemed to be written 
with t le water of Phiegethon ^ instead of ink. In this letter I was 
accuse d of having exposed my children in the streets, of taking 
about with me a soldiers’ trollop, of being worn out by debauchery, 
rotter with the pox, and similar politenesses. It was easy for me 
to re< ognise my man. On reading this libellous production, my 
first t lought was to estimate at its true value everything that is 
callec renown and reputation amongst men ; when I saw a man 
treated as a whoremonger who had never been in a brothel in 
his life, and w^hose greatest fault was a constarrt timidity and 
shyness, like that of a virgin ; when I saw that I was supposed to 
be eaten up by the pox — I, who had not only never had the 
slightest attack of any venereal disease, but who, according to 
the jiysicians, was so formed that it would have been impossible 
for ine to contract it. After careful consideration, I came to the 
conclusion that I could not better refute this libel than by having 
it printed in the town in which I had lived longest. I sent it to 
Dud nesne to be printed just as it was, with a prefatory notice, 
in wiich I mentioned M. Vernes, and a few brief notes, in order 
to e^ plain the facts. Not content with having had this pamphlet 
prin ;ed, I sent it to several persons, amongst others to Prince 
Lou s of Wurtemburg, who had shown great civility to me, and 
witl whom I was in correspondence at the time. The Prince, 
Du i’eyrou, and others, seemed to doubt whether Vernes was the 
aud lor of the libel, and blamed me for having mentioned his 
nan e without due investigation. In consequence of their remon- 
strances, I regretted what I had done, and wrote to Duchesne 
to i oppress the pamphlet. Guy wrote to me that this had been 
dor e. I do not know whether this was true. I have found him 
out in so many lies on so many occasions, that one more would be 
notihing surprising ; and at that time I was surrounded by that 
I 1 One of the rivers of the infernal regions. 



profound darkness, which it is impossible for me to penetrate, so 
as to arrive at any kind of truth. 

M. Vernes bore the imputation with an equanimity which was 
more than surprising in a man, if he had not deserved it, after 
his previous outburst of rage. He wrote to me two or three 
cautiously worded letters, the object of which seemed to me to 
be, to endeavour to find out, from my answers, how much I knew, 
and whether I had any proof against him. I wrote two short 
answers, dry, and severe in the meaning they conveyed, but 
couched in most polite terms, at which he was not at all annoyed. 
I did not answer his third letter at all, since I saw that he wanted 
to draw me into correspondence ; and he sent D’lvernois to 
speak to me. Madame Cramer wrote to Du Peyrou that she was 
certain that the libel was not the work of Vernes. All this failed 
to shake ray own conviction ; but, since it was possible that I 
was mistaken, and in this case owed Vernes an apology, I sent 
him a message by D’lvernois that I would make him a most 
handsome one, if he could inform me of the real author of the 
libel, or, at least, prove to me that it was not himself. I did more, 
feeling that, after all, if he was not guilty, I had no right to 
demand that he should prove anything to me ; I resolved to 
explain, in a tolerably lengthy memoir, the reasons for my con- 
viction, and to submit them to the decision of an umpire, v?hom 
Vernes could not refuse. No one would guess who was the 
umpire that I chose : it was the Council of Geneva. I declared, 
at the end of the memoir, that if the Council, after having 
examined it and made such inquiries as it might consider neces- 
sary, and which it was easy for it to carry out successfully, was 
of opinion that M. Vernes was not the author of the libel, I 
would from that moment sincerely abandon my belief that he 
was, and would go and throw myself at his feet, and ask his 
pardon until I had obtained it. I venture to say, that never did 
the ardour of my zeal for justice, never did the uprightness and 
generosity of my soul, never did my confidence in this love of 
justice, which is natural to the hearts of all, display themselves 
more fully or more clearly than in this memoir, at the same 
time prudent and affecting, in which I unhesitatingly accepted 
my most implacable enemies as umpires between the slanderer 
and myself. I read the pamphlet to Du Peyrou ; he advised me to 
suppress it, and I suppressed it. He recommended me to wait 
for the proofs which Vernes promised. I waited, and am still 
waiting for them ; he advised me to remain silent while I was 
waiting ; I remained silent, and shall remain silent for the rest 
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of his ( states, of which she gave me a most delightful description, 
and er tered into details, in regard to board and lodging, which 
showed me how far my Lord Walpole had interested himself 
togeth ;r with her in this plan. My Lord Marshal had always 
recommended to me England or Scotland, where he also offered 
me a efuge on his estates, but he offered me another, which 
tempt(d me far more, at Potsdam, in his neighbourhood. He 
had re* ently informed me of a conversation which the King had 
held w th him concerning me, and which amounted to an invita- 
tion ; ind Madame la Duchesse de Saxe-Gotha felt so sure of 
my ac( epting it, that she wrote to me, pressing me to pay her 
a visit m the way, and to stay a few days with her ; but I felt 
so stro igly attached to Switzerland, that I could not make up 
my mi id to leave it as long as it was possible for me to live 
there, and I took advantage of this opportunity to carry out a 
plan w rich had occupied my attention for several months, and 
which have hitherto been unable to mention, for fear of inter- 
rupting the thread of my narrative. 

This plan was, to go and settle in the island of Saint-Pierre, 
a domain belonging to the hospital of Berne, in the middle of 
the Lai :e of Bienne. During a walking tour, which I had taken 
the year before with Du Peyrou, we had visited this island, and 
I had been so delighted with it, that, since then, I had never 
ceased to think how I might contrive to fix my abode there. 
The chief obstacle was, that the island belonged to the Bernese, 
who, tf ree years before, had disgracefully driven me from their 
territor / ; and, not to mention that my pride would have been 
hurt b) going back to live amongst people who had received 
me so ill, I had reason to fear that they would not leave me 
undistu 'bed on this island any more than at Yverdun. I had 
consult* d my Lord Marshal on the matter; he thought, like 
myself, that the Bernese would be only too pleased to see me 
banishe 1 to this island, and to keep me there as a hostage for 
any fur her works I might be tempted to write, and had sounded 
them tl trough a certain M. Sturler, his former neighbour at 
Colomb er. This gentleman made inquiries of several of the 
chief m in of the State, and, in consequence of the answer he 
receiver, assured my Lord Marshal that the Bernese, ashamed 
of their brmer behaviour, would be delighted to see me domiciled 
in the i dand of Saint-Pierre, and to leave me in peace there. 
By way of further precaution, before venturing to go and reside 
there, 1 1 procured further information through Colonel Chaillet, 


of the island had obtained permission from his superiors to 
receive me in his own house, I thought I ran no risk in going 
there, with the tacit consent both of the supreme authority and 
the owners ; for I did not venture to hope that the gentlemen 
of Berne would openly acknowledge the injustice they had done 
me, and offend against the most inviolable principle of all 
supreme authorities. 

The island of Saint-Pierre, called the He de la Motte at 
Neufchatel, in the middle of the Lake of Bienne, is only about 
half a league in circumference ; but within this small space it 
produces all the chief necessaries of existence. It contains fields, 
meadows, orchards, woods, and vineyards ; the whole, thanks 
to the diversified and mountainous nature of the ground, exhibits 
a variety that is the more agreeable, since its different aspects, 
not disclosing themselves all at the same time, mutually set 
each other ofi, and cause the island to seem larger than it 
really is. The western portion of it, which faces Gleresse and 
Bonneville, is formed by a very lofty terrace. This terrace has 
been planted with a long row of trees, intersected in the middle 
by a large salon, where, during the vintage, the inhabitants 
assemble on Sundays from the neighbouring shores, to dance 
and enjoy themselves. There is only one house in the island, 
where the receiver of taxes lives ; but it is large and com- 
modious, and situated in a regess, which shelters it from the 
wind. 

Five or six hundred yards from Saint-Pierre, in a southerly 
direction, is another island, much smaller, uncultivated, and 
uninhabited, which appears to have been at some time separated 
from the larger one by the violence of the storms ; its gravelly 
soil produces nothing but willows and pcrsicaria, but it contains 
some rising ground, covered with turf and very pleasant. The 
shape of the lake is almost a perfect oval. Its shores, not so 
fertile as those of the Lakes of Geneva and Neufchatel, neverthe- 
less form a most ornamental scene, especially on the west side, 
which is very populous, and, at the foot of a chain of hills, has 
a border of vines which are like those of C6te-R6tie,^ but do not 
produce such good wine. On the way from south to north, is the 
bailiwick of Saint- Jean, Bonneville, Bienne, and Nidau, at the 
end of the lake, the whole being dotted with a number of pleasant 
villages. 

Such was the refuge which I had secured for myself, whe're 
1 A noted vineyard in the departement of the Rhone. 
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1 his something more was everything for me ; for I have 
never nuch regretted the loss of sleep ; idleness is enough for me. 
Provic ed that I have nothing to do, I much prefer to dream 
awake than asleep. As the age for romantic schemes was 
over, ind the incense of vainglory had rather made me giddy 
than f attered me, there remained nothing for me, as a last hope, 
but a ife free from restraint, spent in perpetual leisure. This is 
the lif( of the blessed in the next world, and, from this time forth, 
I fixec upon it my supreme happiness in this. 

Tho se who reproach me with so many inconsistencies, will not 
fail he e to reproach me with another. I have said that the idle- 
ness 0 society made it unendurable to me ; and yet, here was I 
seeking solitude with the sole object of abandoning myself to 
idlenej s. And yet such is my disposition ; if there is any incon- 
sistenc y in this, the fault is in nature and not in me ; but it is 
so trifl ng, that it is just that which makes me always consistent. 
The id ieness of society is tedious, because it is obligatory ; that 
of soliiude is delightful, because it is free and voluntary. In 
compa ay it is a cruel task for me to do nothing, because I am 
under compulsion. I am obliged to remain there, nailed^ to my 
chair, or standing bolt upright like a sentinel, without moving 
hand c r foot, afraid to run, to jump, to sing, to cry out, or ges- 
ticulat s when I have a mind to, afraid even to dream. I feel at 
once a 1 the weariness of idleness and all the torture of constraint. 
I am c bliged to listen attentively to all the silly things that are 
said ai d the compliments that are interchanged, and to rack my 
brains incessantly, that I may not fail in my turn to bring in 
my pun or my lie. And that is called idleness 1 It is the work 
of a galley-slave ! 

The idleness that I love is not that of an idler who remains 
with f( Ided arms in a state of total inactivity, no more thinking 
than acting. That which I love is the combined idleness of a 
child V ho is incessantly in motion without ever doing anything, 
and thit of a dotard, who wanders from one thing to another 
while 1 is arms are still. I love to busy myself about trifles, to 
begin {, hundred things and finish none, to come and go as the 
fancy akes me, to change my plans every moment, to follow a 
fly in ill its movements, to try and pull up a rock to see what 
is underneath, to undertake with eagerness a work that would 
last ten years, and to abandon it without regret at the end of 
ten miautes — ^in a word, to spend the day in trifling without 
order c r sequence, and, in everything, to follow nothing but the 
capried of the moment. 



JDOiany^ sucn as i nave aireaay regaraea it, anu sueii as it 
began to be a passion for me^ was exactly the kind of idle study 
which was calculated to fill up the void of my leisure time, with- 
out leaving room for the extravagances of imagination or the 
weariness of absolute idleness. To wander carelessly in the 
woods and in the country, to pluck mechanically, here and there, 
sometimes a flower, sometimes a branch, to munch my food almost 
haphazard, to observe the same things thousands and thousands 
of times, and always with the same interest, because I always 
forgot them — that was the way to spend eternity without a 
moment’s weariness. However delicate, however admirable, 
however different the structure of plants may be, it never strikes 
an ignorant eye sufficiently to interest it. The consistent analogy 
and, at the same time, the enormous variety which characterises 
their organism, only delights those who already have some idea 
of the system of the vegetable world. Others, when they behold 
all these treasures of nature, only feel a stupid and monotonous 
admiration. They see nothing in detail, because they do not 
even know what they are to look at : they see the whole as 
little, because they have no idea of the chain of relations and 
combinations which overwhelms with its marvels the mind of 
the observer. I myself was, and my bad memory was always 
destined to keep me, in the happy condition of knowing little 
enough for everything to appear new to me, and yet enough to 
make everything intelligible to me. The different kinds of soil 
distributed over the island, in spite of its small size, afforded me 
a sufficient variety of plants for study and amusement during 
the rest of my life. I did not intend to leave a blade of grass 
unexamined, and I already began to make arrangements to write 
an account of the “ Flora Petrinsularis,” with a huge collection 
of curious observations. 

I sent for Ther^se with my books and belongings. We 
boarded with the receiver of the island. His wife’s sisters, who 
lived at Nidau, came to See her in turns, and this was company 
for Ther^se. Here I first experienced the pleasures of a life 
which I could have wished might last out my own ; but the 
taste which I acquired for it only served to make me feel more 
keenly the bitterness of that life which was so soon to succeed it. 

I have always been passionately fond of the water, and the 
sight of it throws me into a delightful state of dreaminess, 
although often without any definite object. When it was fine 
weather, I always hastened to the terrace as soon as I was up, 
to inhale the fresh and healthy morning air, and let my eyes 



roam ( iver the horizon of this beautiful lake, the shores of which, 
surrounded by mountains, formed an enchanting prospect. I 
can tt ink of no worthier homage to the Divinity than the mute 
admir ition which is aroused by the contemplation of His works, 
and does not find expression in outward acts. I can understand 
how i ; is that the inhabitants of cities, who see nothing but 
walls, streets and crimes, have so little religious belief ; but I 
canno ; understand how those who live in the country, especially 
in solitude, can have none. How is it that their soul is not 
lifted ap in ecstasy a hundred times a day to the Author of the 
wondf rs which strike them ? As far as I am concerned, it is 
especi illy after rising, weakened by a night of sleeplessness, that 
I am ] ed by long-standing habit to those upliftings of the heart, 
which do not impose upon me the trouble of thinking. But, for 
this t(i take pkice, my eyes must be smitten by the enchanting 
spectacle of nature. In my room, my prayers are not so fre- 
quent or so fervent ; but, at the sight of a beautiful landscape, 
I feel : nyself moved without knowing why. I remember reading 
of a V ise bishop, who, during a visit to his diocese, came upon 
an ol(i woman who, by way of prayer, could say nothing but 
“ Oh ” “ Good mother,” said the bishop, “ continue to pray 

in thill manner ; your prayer is better than ours.” This better 
praye ■ is also mine. 

Aft^r breakfast I hastily wrote a few miserable letters, with 
a sulky air, longing eagerly for the happy moment when I need 
write no more. I bustled about my books and papers for a few 
moments, more for the sake of unpacking and arranging than 
of reg ding them ; and this, which became for me the task of 
Fenel )pe, afforded me the pleasure of idling away my time for 
a few moments, after which I became tired of the task, and 
spent the three or four remaining hours of the morning in the 
study of botany, especially the system of Linnaeus, of which I 
became so passionately fond that I have never been able to give 
it up entirely, even after discovering its deficiencies. This great 
observer is, in niy opinion, with the exception of Ludwig, the 
only nan who has as yet considered botany from the point of 
view )f a naturalist and a philosopher ; but he has studied too 
much from gardens and collections of dried plants, and too little 
from nature herself. I, whose garden was the whole island, as 
soon IS I required to make or verify some observation, ran into 
the woods or meadows with a book under my arm : there, I 
threv myself on the ground by the side of the plant in question, 
to eximine it, where it stood, at my leisure. This method has 



greatly assisted me in acquiring a knowledge of plants in their 
natural state^ before they have been cultivated and disfigured 
by the hand of man. It is said that Fagon, chief physician to 
Louis XIV., who was thoroughly familiar with, and able to name 
all the plants in the Jardin Royal, was so ignorant in the country, 
that he was no longer able to recognise them. It is exactly the 
opposite with me : I know something of the work of nature, 
nothing of that of the gardener. 

In the afternoon I abandoned myself entirely to my idle and 
careless disposition, and followed, without any system, the im- 
pulse of the moment. Frequently, when the weather was calm, 
immediately after dinner, I jumped by myself into a little boat, 
which the receiver had taught me how to manage with a single 
oar, and rowed out into the middle of the lake. The moment at 
which I left the bank, I felt ready to leap for joy. It is im- 
possible for me to explain or understand the reason of this feel- 
ing, unless it was a secret self-congratulation on being thus out 
of the reach of the wicked. I rowed by myself all over the lake, 
sometimes near the bank, but never landing. Frequently, leaving 
my boat at the mercy of the wind and water, I abandoned my- 
self to aimless reveries, which, although foolish, were none the 
less delightful. I sometimes exclaimed with emotion, “ 0 Nature ! 

0 my mother ! behold me under thy protection alone ! Here 
there is no cunning or knavish mortal to thrust himself between 
me and thee.” In this manner I got out half a league from land. 

1 could have wished that this lake had been the ocean. How- 
ever, in order to please my poor dog, who was not so fond of 
long excursions on the water as I was, as a rule I followed a 
definite plan. I landed on the small island, walked about for an 
hour or two, or stretched myself on the grass at the top of the 
rising ground, to sate myself with the pleasure of admiring this 
lake and its surroundings, to examine and anatomise all the 
plants within my reach, and to build for myself, like a second 
Robinson, an imaginary dwelling on this little island. I became 
passionately attached to this hillock. When I was able to take 
Ther^se, the receiver’s wife and her sisters, for a walk there, how 
proud I felt to be their pilot and their guide ! We solemnly took 
some rabbits to it, to stock it. Another gala for Jean Jacques I 
This colony made the little island still more interesting to me. I 
visited it more frequently and with greater pleasure from that 
time, to look for signs of the progress of the new inhabitants. 

To these amusements I united another, which reminded me 
of the delightful life at Les Charmettes, and for which the season 



was p irticularly suitable. This was the occupations of a country 
life ; { ,nd we gathered in the fruit and vegetables, which Therese 
and nyself were delighted to share with the receiver and his 
famil} . I remember that a Bernese, named M. Kirchberger, when 
he car le to see me, found me perched on the branches of a tall 
tree, idth a bag tied round my waist, so full of apples that I 
could lot move. I was not at all sorry that he and others should 
find m e thus. I hoped that the Bernese, seeing how I employed 
mypei; ure time, would no longer think about disturbing its tran- 
quillit; and would leave me in peace in my solitude. I should 
have preferred to be shut up there by their will than by my 
own ; for, in that case, I should have felt more certain of not 
seeing my rest disturbed. 

I an now again coming to one of those confessions, in regard 
to whiih I feel sure beforehand that those readers will be in- 
credulc us, who are always determined to judge me by their own 
standa ’d, although they have been compelled to see, throughout 
the wl: ole course of my life, a thousand inner emotions which 
have n )t the least resemblance to their own. The most extra- 
ordinai y thing is that, while denying to me all the good or in- 
difierer t feelings which they do not themselves possess, they are 
always ready to attribute to me others so utterly bad that they 
could n 3t even enter into the heart of a man. They find it per- 
fectly simple to put me into contradiction with nature, and to 
make me out a monster such as cannot possibly exist. No 
absurdi :y appears incredible to them, if only it is calculated 
to blac cen me ; nothing that is at all out of the common 
seems t o them possible, if only it is calculated to bring honour 
upon m 3. 

But, whatever they may believe or say, I will none the less 
continu s faithfully to set forth what Jean Jacques Rousseau was, 
did, and thought, without either explaining or justifying the 
singular ty of his sentiments and ideas, or inquiring whether 
others h ave thought as he. I took such a fancy to the island of 
Saint-Pi 3rre, and was so comfortable there, that, from continu- 
ally con :entrating all my desires upon tliis island, I formed the 
design o : never leaving it. The visits which I had to pay in the 
neighboi irhood, the excursions which I should have been obliged 
to make to Neufch^tel, Bienne, Yverdun, and Nidau, already 
wearied ne in imagination. A day to be spent out of the island 
seemed t o me a curtailment of my happiness ; and to go beyond 
the circr mference of the lake was, for me, to leave my element. 
Besides, my experience of the past had made me timid. It only 



needed something to make me happy and soothe my hearty to 
make me expect to lose it ; and my ardent desire of ending my 
days in this island was inseparably united with the fear of being 
compelled to leave it. I was in the habit of going every evening 
to sit upon the shore, especially when the lake was rough. I 
felt a singular pleasure in seeing the waves break at my feet. 
They represented to me the tumult of the world and the peace- 
fulness of my own abode ; and I was sometimes so touched by 
this delightful idea, that I felt the tears trickling down from my 
eyes. This repose, which I passionately enjoyed, was only 
troubled by the apprehension of losing it ; but this feeling of 
uneasiness spoilt its charm. I felt my position to be so precarious 
that I could not reckon upon its continuance. Ah ! said I to 
myself, how gladly would I exchange the permission to leave 
the island, for which I do not care at all, for the assurance of 
being able to remain there always ! Instead of being allowed here 
by sufferance, why am I not kept here by force ? Those who only 
leave me here on sufferance, can drive me away at any moment ; 
can I venture to hope that my persecutors, seeing me happy here, 
will allow me to continue to be so ? It is little enough that I am 
permitted to live here ; I could wished to be condemned, to be 
forced to remain in this island, so as not to be forced to leave it. 
I regarded with envy the happy Micheli Ducret, who, quietly 
resting in the fortress at Arberg, in order to be happy, had only 
needed to wish to be so. At last, from constantly abandoning 
myself to these reflections, and to the disquieting forebodings of 
fresh storms always ready to burst upon my head, I at last 
came to wish, with incredible eagerness, that, instead of merely 
tolerating my stay in the island, my persecutors would assign 
it to me as a prison for life ; and I can swear that, if it had only 
rested with myself to secure my condemnation to that effect, 
I would have done so with the greatest delight, since I preferred 
a thousand times the necessity of spending the rest of my life 
there to the danger of being driven out of it. 

My apprehensions did not long remain unfulfilled. At the 
moment when I least expected it, I received a letter from the 
Bailli of Nidau, within whose jurisdiction the island of Saint- 
Pierre was included ; in this letter he conveyed to me, on the 
part of their Excellencies, the order to leave the island and their 
States. I thought I was dreaming when I read it. Nothing 
could have been less natural, less reasonable, less expected than 
such an order ; for I had rather looked upon my forebodings as 
the uneasiness of a man alarmed by his misfortunes, than as a 



prese iurneni wnicii resiea upon xiie sngnxesx lounuaxion. ine 
steps which I had taken to assure myself of the tacit consent of 
the Sovereign, the peaceful manner in which I had been per- 
mitted to establish myself on the island, the visits of several 
Bern ise and the Bailli himself, who had overwhelmed me with 
demc nstrations of friendship and attention, the severity of the 
weatier, which made it absolutely barbarous to drive out a 
man in ill-health — all these considerations caused me and many 
otheis to believe that there was some misunderstanding about 
the 0 rder, and that those who were ill-disposed towards me had 
purp )sely chosen the time when the grapes were being gathered 
and vhen several members of the Senate were absent, to deal 
me tiis blow unexpectedly. 

If I had listened to the first impulse of my indignation, I 
shou d have set out at once. But where was I to go ? what was 
to b( come of me, at the beginning of winter, when I had made 
no plans or preparations, and was without a guide or conveyance. 
Unless I was prepared to leave everything in confusion, my 
papers, belongings, and affairs generally,! required time to see to 
then , and it was not mentioned in the order whether this was 
to bii allowed me or not. My continued misfortunes began to 
weal en my courage. For the first time in my life, I felt my 
natu ral pride bend beneath the yoke of necessity ; and, in spite 
of the murmurings of my heart, I was obliged to humiliate 
myself by asking for delay. It was to M. de Graff enried, who 
had sent me the order, that I addressed myself for an explana- 
tion of it. In his letter, he expressed strong disapproval of this 
order, which he had only communicated to me with the greatest 
regrlt ; and the evidences of sorrow and esteem, of which it 
was mil, seemed to me a kindly invitation to speak to him with 
perfiict frankness, which I did. I had no doubt that my letter 
wou d open the eyes of these unjust men to their barbarous 
cone uct, and that, even if they did not revoke so cruel an order, 
they would at least grant me a reasonable delay, perhaps the 
who e winter, to make preparations for retreat, and to select 
another place of refuge. 

\\ hile awaiting their reply, I began to consider my situation, 
and to reflect upon the course of action which I had to adopt. 
I sa V so many difficulties on all sides, my sorrow had so greatly 
affe( ted me, and my health, at this moment, was so bad, that 
I al owed myself to give way altogether, and the effect of my 
desj air was, to deprive me of the few expedients, which might 
pos^bly remain in my head, for getting out of my melancholy 
II — *K 


situation as successiuiiy as was pussiuie. xu wimtcvci -•- 

might take refuge, it was clear that I could not avoid being 
exposed to the two methods which had been employed in order 
to drive me out ; the one, to stir up the people against me 
by underhand intrigues ; the other, to expel me by open force, 
without assigning any reason for it. Thus, I could not reckon 
upon any refuge where I should be safe from attack, without 
going further to look for it than my own strength and the. 
weather seemed to permit me. All these considerations led me 
back to the ideas with which I had just been busying myself ; 
I ventured to desire and to propose that I should rather be 
imprisoned for life than driven incessantly as a wanderer over 
the face of the earth, expelled in succession from all the places 
of refuge which I might choose. Two days after my first letter, 
I wrote a second to M. de Graffenried, asking him to lay my 
proposal before their Excellencies. The reply from Berne to 
both these letters was an order, couched in most harsh and 
formal terms, to leave the island and all the territory belonging 
directly or indirectly ^ to the Republic within the space of twenty- 
four hours, and never to enter it again, under pain of the 
severest penalties. 

It was a terrible moment. Since then I have often been in 
greater distress, never in greater embarrassment. But what 
afflicted me most was, to be obliged to give up the scheme which 
had made me wish to spend the winter in the island. It is now 
time to relate the fatal circumstance which^ has crowned my 
disasters, and which has involved in my ruin an unfortunate 
people, whose growing virtues already gave promise of soine day 
equalling those of Sparta and Rome. In the “ Contrat Social I 
had spoken of the Corsicans as a new people, the only one in 
Europe which had not yet been ruined by legislation ; and I had 
pointed out the great hopes which might be entertained of such a 
people, if it should be fortunate to find a wise instructor. My 
work was read by some Corsicans, who appreciated the terms of 
respect in which I had spoken of them ; and, finding themselves 
obliged to devote their energies to the establishment of their 
republic, some of their chiefs bethought themselves of asking my 
opinion upon this important work. A certain M. Buttafuoco, 
who belonged to one of the chief families of the country and was 
a captain in the French Royal Italian regiment, wrote to me on 
the subject and furnished me with a number of documents, 

1 MMiats et immediats : terms used of fiefs held, or persons holding fiefs 
directly or indirectly from the King or Emperor. 


wmci . i nau asKea mm lor^ zq maKe myseii acquamiea wiin me 
histo] y of the nation and the state of the country. M. Paoli also 
wrote to me several times ; and, although I felt that such an 
undei taking was beyond my strength, I thought that I could 
not re fuse my assistance in so great and noble a task, after I had 
procured all the information which I required. It was to this 
effect that I replied to both ; and this correspondence continued 
until ny departure from Saint-Pierre. 

Exactly at the same time, I heard that France was sending 
troop; 1 to Corsica, and had concluded a treaty with the Genoese. 
This treaty and this despatch of troops made me uneasy, and, 
withoit imagining that I was in any way connected with it, I 
consic ered that it would be impossible, and even absurd, to 
devot i my attention to a work, which requires such profound 
tranqi lillity — the organisation of a people, at the moment when 
it was perhaps on the point of being brought under the yoke. 


I did! not conceal my uneasiness from M. Buttafuoco, who 
calmefl me by the assurance that, if this treaty had contained 
anyth ng detrimental to the liberty of his country, a good citizen 
like hi nself would not remain, as he did, in the service of France. 
In fac ;, his zeal for the legislative arrangements of Corsica, and 
his int [mate connection with M. Paoli, prevented me from enter- 
tainin; j any suspicions in regard to him ; and, when I heard that 
he ma le frequent journeys to Versailles and Fontainebleau, and 
had interviews with M. de Choiseul, I could only conclude that 
he hac assurances in regard to the real intentions of the French 
Court, which he left me to understand, but about which he did 
not de sire to express himself openly in a letter. 

All ;his to some extent reassured me. However, as I could 
not urderstand the meaning of the despatch of French troops, 
and cculd not, with any show of reason, think that they were 
there i i order to protect the liberty of the Corsicans, which they 
were v ;ry well able by themselves to defend against the Genoese, 
I was mable to feel perfectly easy or to devote my attention 
serious y to the proposed work of legislation, until I had convinc- 
ing pro Df that it was not all a mere joke at my expense. I should 
have g 'eatly liked an interview with M. Buttafuoco, which was 
the on y means of getting from him the explanations which I 
wantec . He held out hopes of one, and I awaited it with 
the utnost impatience. I do not know whether he really 
intendt d to grant me one ; but even if this had been the case, 
my misfortunes would have prevented me from taking 
advant ige of it. 






ine longer i tnougni: over xne proposeu uiiuericiKuig, aim tiic 
more I studied the documents I had in my hands^ the more I felt 
the necessity of studying on the spot both the people who were to 
be legislated for, and the country which they inhabited, and of 
examining, in all their relations, the circumstances, the aid of 
which was necessary for them, in order to adopt such legislation. 
I understood more clearly every day, that it was impossible for 
me to acquire from a distance all the information necessary for 
my guidance. I wrote to this effect to Buttafuoco : he agreed 
with me, and, if I did not exactly make up my mind to go over to 
Corsica, I thought a good deal about the means of undertaking 
the journey. I spoke of it to M. Dastier, who, having formerly 
served in the island under M. de Maillebois, was, of course, well 
acquainted with it. He spared no effort to dissuade me from my 
intention ; and I confess that the frightful picture, which he 
drew of the Corsicans and their country, greatly cooled my 
ardent desire to go and live amongst them. 

But, when the persecutions to which I was subjected at 
Motiers made me think of leaving Switzerland, this desire was 
revived by the hope of at last finding amongst those islanders 
the tranquillity which was denied me everywhere else. One thing 
only alarmed me in regard to the journey — my unfitness for, and 
the aversion which I had always felt to, the active life to which 
I should be condemned. Fitted by nature to meditate at leisure 
by myself, I was utterly unfitted to speak, act, and conduct 
affairs amongst men. Nature, who had endowed me with a 
capacity for the former, had refused it for the latter. However, 
I felt that, without directly taking part in public affairs, I should 
be obliged, as soon as I arrived in Corsica, to throw myself into 
the eagerness of the people, and to hold frequent conferences 
with the chief personages of the island. The object of my 
journey itself required that, instead of seeking retirement, I 
should seek, in the midst of the nation, the information which I 
needed. It was clear that I should no longer be my own master ; 
that, hurried along, in spite of myself, into a whirl of activity, 
for which I was not adapted by nature, I should lead a life utterly 
opposed to my tastes, and should only be seen at a disadvantage. 
I foresaw that, ill-sustaining by my presence the opinion of my 
capabilities which they might have formed from my books, I 
.should lose credit with the Corsicans, and, in addition, as much 
to their detriment as my own, the confidence which they had 
bestowed upon me, and without which I could not successfully 
carry out the work which they expected from me. I felt sure 


that in thus going beyond my own sphere I should only become 
uselej 3 to them and make myself unhappy. 

Toimented^ buffeted by storms of every kind, worn out by 
journ ;ys and persecutions for many years past, I strongly felt 
the m led of the repose of which my barbarous enemies, by way 
of amusing themselves, deprived me. I sighed more than ever 
for the delightful idleness, for the sweet repose of body and 
soul, ^ \^hich I had so longed for, to which the supreme happiness 
of my heart, now cured of its idle dreams of love and friendship, 
was li nited. I only regarded with alarm the task which I was 
on th i point of undertaking, the stormy life to which I pro- 
posed to abandon myself ; and if the greatness, the beauty, and 
the usefulness of the object in view inspired my courage, the 
imposlibility of exposing myself to risk with any chance of 
success completely deprived me of it. Twenty years of profound 
and sciitary meditation would have been less painful to me than 
six months of an active life in the midst of men and public 
affairsiwith the certainty of failure. 

I thought of an expedient, which seemed to me well adapted to 
settle everything. Pursued, wherever I took shelter, by the 
underl and intrigues of my secret persecutors, and seeing no other 
place I ut Corsica where I could look forward, in my old age, to 
the repose which they refused to allow me anywhere, I decided 
to go tlhere, in accordance with the instructions of Buttafuoco, 
as soon as it should be possible for me to do so ; but, in order to 
live quietly there, I made up my mind to abandon, at least to all 
appearance, the work of legislation, and in order to repay my 
hosts im some measure for their hospitality, to confine myself to 
writing! their history on the spot, with the reservation of quietly 
acquiring the information necessary to make me of greater use to 
them, it I saw any prospect of success. By thus binding myself 
to noth ing at first, I hoped to be able to think, by myself and at 
greater leisure, of a suitable plan, without either abandoning my 
cherish ;d hopes of solitude, or adopting the kind of life which 
was un( mdurable to me, and for which I had no qualifications. 

But in my position, this journey was not easy of accomplish- 
ment. To judge from what M. Dastier had told me about 
Corsica I did not expect to find there the simplest comforts of 
life, uni iss I took them with me : linen, clothes, plates and dishes, 
kitchen utensils, paper, books — all these would have to be taken 
with me . In order to remove thither with Ther^se, it would be 
necessaiy to cross the Alps, and to drag after me, for two 
hundrec leagues, a houseful of baggage ,* it would be necessary to 


pass through the territories of several different princes ; and, 
considering the attitude adopted towards me by the whole of 
Europe^ I should naturally have to be prepared, after my misfor- 
tunes, to meet with obstacles everywhere, and to find everyone 
proud to overwhelm me with some fresh misfortune, and to 
violate, in my person, all the rights of nations and humanity. 
The enormous expense, the fatigues, the risks of such a Journey 
compelled me to consider in advance and carefully weigh all 
its difficulties. The idea of at last finding myself alone, without 
resources, at my time of life, far from all my acquaintances, at 
the mercy of a barbarous and ferocious people, such as M. Dastier 
represented the Corsicans to be, was well calculated to make me 
ponder such a resolution carefully before I carried it out. I was 
passionately eager for the interview which Buttafuoco had led 
me to hope for, and I awaited the result of it, before finally 
making up my mind. 

While I was thus hesitating, the persecutions at Metiers 
occurred, which forced me to withdraw. I was not prepared for a 
long journey, especially to Corsica, I was waiting to hear from 
Buttafuoco : I took refuge in the island of Saint-Pierre, whence I 
was driven at the commencement of winter, as I have already 
said. The snow, with which the Alps were covered, made it 
impossible for me to leave the country by that route, especially 
at such short notice. It is true that the extravagance of such 
an order made it an impossibility to obey it ; for, in the midst of 
this lonely retreat surrounded by water, with only twenty-four 
hours allowed me, from the time of the notification of the order, 
to make preparations for my departure and to procure boats and 
conveyances in which to leave the island and the district — even 
if I had liad wings, I should hardly have been able to obey, I told 
the Bailli of Nidau this in my answer to his letter, and then made 
all haste to leave this land of unrighteousness. Thus I was 
compelled to abandon my cherished scheme, and having been 
unable, in my discouragement, to prevail upon my enemies to 
dispose of me as they thought fit, I decided, at the invitation of 
my Lord Marshal, to go to Berlin, leaving Ther^se behind to 
spend the winter in the island with my books and belongings, and 
depositing my papers in the hands of Du Peyrou. I made such 
haste that, on the next morning, I left the island and reached 
Bienne before noon. My journey was nearly terminated by an 
incident which I must not omit to describe. 

As soon as the report spread that I had been ordered to leave 
my refuge, I had a crowd of visitors from the neighbourhood. 
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cc uia least my eyes upon the stinking skins of a leather-dresser’s 
establishment which were displayed there. My landlord was a 
lit tie, low-looking man, a tolerable rascal, of whom I heard the 
ne Kt day, that he v/as a rake and a gambler, and in very bad, 
re]>ute in the district. He had neither wife nor children nor 
sei yants ; and I, shut up in melancholy confinement in my 
sol tary room, and in the most pleasant country in the world, 
wa 5 lodged in a manner calculated to make a man die of mel- 
andholy in a few days. What affected me most, in spite of all 
tha t I had been told as to the eagerness of the inhabitants to 
l^a|e me amongst them, was, that I did not observe, when 
walking through the streets, any politeness in their behaviour, 
or ttiendliness in their looks. However, I had quite made up my 
miiid to remain there, when, even on the next day, I learned, 
sawl and perceived myself, that the town was in a terrible state 
of fkcitement on my account. Several persons were obliging 
enough to hasten to inform me that, on the next day, I should be 
toldi as harshly as possible, to leave the State, that is to say, 
the town, immediately. I had no one in whom I could trust ; 
all t|iose who had urged me to stay had dispersed. Wildremet 
had disappeared ; I heard nothing more of Berthas, and it did 
not |eem as if his recommendation had done much to ingratiate 
me vjith the “ patrons ” and “ fathers ” of whom he had boasted 
to me. A certain M. de Vau-Travers, however, a Bernese, who 
had a nice house near the town, offered me a refuge in the mean- 
tinfiej in the hope, as he said, that I might escape being stoned. 
This Recommendation did not seem to me sufficiently enticing 
to tei ipt me to prolong my stay amongst this hospitable people. 

^ Ha|/ing lost three days by this delay, I had already con- 
siderfbly exceeded the twenty-four hours which the Bernese 
had a lowed me to leave their States, and, as I knew their harsh- 
ness, [ was not free from some anxiety as to the manner in 
which they would allow me to pass through them, when the 
BailU of Nidau most opportunely relieved me of embarrassment. 
As he had openly expressed his disapproval of the violent 
measu-es adopted by their Excellencies, he believed, in his 
generc sity, that it was his duty to testify publicly, that he had 
had n( thing to do with them, and he had the courage to leave 
his bailiwick and pay me a visit at Bienne. He came the day 
before I left, by no means incognito, but even with a certain 
amoun ; of ceremony ; he came in state ^ in his carriage, accom 
panied by his secretary, and brought me a passport in his name 
I In fiocchi : lit,, the tufts or tassels on a cardinal's hat. 
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EVERYMAN’S LIBRARY 

By ERNEST RHYS 

^7^ ICTOR HUGO said a Library was ^an act of faith/ and 
V another writer spoke of one so beautifulj so perfect^ so 
harmonious in all its parts^ that he who made it was smitten 
\ dth a passion. In that faith Everyman’s Library was planned 
cut originally on a large scale; and the idea was to make it 
cOTform as far as possible to a perfect scheme. HoweveU 
ffection is a thing to be aimed at and not to be achieved in this 
difficult world ; and since the first volumes appeared there have 
b ien many interruptions^ chief among them Wars^ during which 
e i^en the City of Books feels the great commotion. But the 
s( ries always gets back into its old stride. 

One of tlie practical expedients in the original plan was to 
d vide the volumes into separate sections, as Biography, Fiction, 
History, Belles-lettres, Poetry, Philosophy, Romance, and so 
forth; with a shelf for Young People. The largest slice of this 
hi ge provision of nearly a thousand volumes is, as a matter of 
coarse, given to the tyrranous demands of fiction. But in 
ca Tying out the scheme, publishers and editors contrived to 
keip in mind that books, like men and women, have their 
elective affinities. The present volume, for instance, will be 
foi nd to have its companion books, both in the same class and 



not less significantly in other sections. With that idea too, 
novels like Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe and Fortunes of Nigel, 
Lytton’s Harold, and Dickens’s Tale of Two Cities, have been 
used as pioneers of history and treated as a sort of holiday 
history books. For in our day history is tending to grow more 
documentary and less literary; and ‘the historian who is a 
stylist/ as one of our contributors, the late Thomas Seccombe, 
said, ‘will soon be regarded as a kind of Phoenix.’ 

As for history, Everyman’s Library has been eclectic enough 
to choose its historians from every school in turn, including 
Gibbon, Grote, Finlay, Macaulay, Motley, and Prescott, while 
among earlier books may be found the Venerable Bede and the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. On the classic slielf too, there is a 
Livy in an admirable translation by Canon Roberts, and Caesar, 
Tacitus, Thucydides, and Herodotus are not forgotten. 

‘You only, 0 Books,’ said Richard de Bury, ‘are liberal and 
independent; you give to all who ask.’ The variety of authors 
old and new, the wisdom and the wit at the disposal of Everyman 
in his own Library, may even, at times, seem all but embarrass- 
ing. In the Essays, for instance, he may turn to Dick Steele in 
The Spectator and learn how Cleomira dances, when the elegance 
of her motion is unimaginable and ‘ her eyes are chastised with 
the simplicity and innocence of her thoughts.’ Or he may take 
A Century of Essays, as a key to a whole roomful of the English 
Essayists, from Bacon to Addison, Elia to Augustine Birrell. 
These are the golden gossips of literature, the writers who learnt 
the delightful art of talking on paper. Or again, the reader 
who has the right spirit and looks on all literature as a great 
adventure may dive back into the classics, and in Plato’s 
Phaedrus read how every soul is divided into three parts (like 
Caesar’s Gaul). The poets next, and he may turn to the finest 
critic of Victorian times, Matthew Arnold, as their showman. 
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A LIST OF THE 931 VOLUMES 
ARRANGED UNDER AUTHORS 

Anonymous works are given under titles, 
hologies. Dictionaries, etc. are arranged at the end of the list. 


Abqott.’s Folio at Work, etc., 275 
A ddison’s Spectator, 164-7 
A^sclhylus’s Lyrical Dramas, 62 
J^sqp's and Other Fables, 657 
Aitimrd’s The Indian Scout, 428 
Ainsworth’s Tower of Londpn, 400 
Old St Paul’s, 522 
„} Windsor Castle, 709 
..i Fookwood, 870 

i rhe Admirable Crichton, 894 
ipis’s Imitation of Christ, 484 
’s Little Women and Good 
Wives, 248 
Little Men, 512 
) Club: Peaks, Passes, and 
n'ers, 7 78 

sen’s Fairy Tales, 4 

More Fairy Tales, 822 
-Saxon Chronicle, 624 
’s Voyages, 51 0_ 
phancs’ Aeharmans, etc., 344 
Frogs, etc., 516 
tie's Ethics, 547 
Politics, 605 

1‘oetics, and Demetrius 
on Style, etc., 901 
■ur’s Fail of the Nibolungs, 312 
1 Gudrun, 880 

d’s (Matthew) Essays, 115 
Poems, 334 

Study of Celtic Literature, 

1 etc., 458 
[sin and Nieolettc, 497 
itine’s (Saint) Contessions, 200 
.-lureiius’ (Marcus) Meditations, 9 _ 
Austda’s (Jane) Sense and Scnsi- 
bility, 21 

Pride and Preiudice, 22 
Mansfield Park, 23 
Emma, 24 

Northanger Abjaey, and 
Persuasion, 25 


Bacorfs Essays, 10 

Advancement of Learning, 
719 

Bageh 3t’s Literary Studies, 520, 521 
Baker s (Sir S. W.) Cast up by the 
Sea, 539 a m- 

Ballantyne’s Coral Island, 

Martin Fattier, 246 
Ungava, 276 


Armt 

Arno 


Auca 

Augu 

Aurel 


Balzac’s Wild Ass’s Skin, 26 
Eugenie Grandet, 169 
Old Goriot, 170 
Atheist’s Mass, etc., 229 
Christ in Flanders, etc., 
284 

The Chouans, 285 
Quest of the Absolute, 286 
Cat and Racket, etc., 349 
Catherine do Medici, 419 
Cousin Pons, 463 
The Country Doctor, 530 
Rise and Fall of Cesar 
Birotteau, 596 
Lost Illusions, 656 
The Country Parson, 686 
Ursulo Mironet, 733 
Barbusse’s Under Fire, 798 
Barca’s (Mine C. de la) Life in 
Mexico, 664 

Bates’s Naturalist on the Amazon, 
446 

Baxter’s (Richard) Autobiographs'-, 
868 

Beaumont and Fletcher’s Selected 
Plays, 506 

Beaumont’s (Mary) Joan Seaton, 597 
Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, 479 
Belloc’s Stories, Essays, and Poems, 
948 

Belt’s Naturalist in Nicaragua, ,561 
Bennett’s The Old Wives’ Tale, 919 
Berkeley’s (Bishop) Principles of 
Human Knowledge, New Theory 
of Vision, etc., 483 
Berlioz (Hector), Life of, 603 
Biims’s Life of Abraham Lincoln, 
783 

Bjornson’s Plays, 625, 696 
Blackmore’a Lorna Doono, 30 1 
„ Springhaven, 350 
Blackweir.s Pioneer Work for 
Women, 667 

Blake’s Poems and Propheoies, 792 
Bligh’s A Book of the ‘Bounty,’ 950 
Boccaccio’s Decameron, 845, 846 
Boehme’s The Signature of Aii 
Things, etc., 569 
Bonavontura’s The Little Flowers, 
The Life of St Francis, etc., 485 
Borrow’s Wild Wales, 49 
„ Lavengi‘ 0 , 119 

„ Romany llye» 12 J 


„ Gypsies in Spain, 697 

Boswell's Life of Johnson, 1, 2 
„ Tour to the Hebrides, 387 

Boult’s Asgard and Norse Heroes, 
689 

Boyle’s The Sceptical Chymist, 559 
Bright’s (John) Speeches, 252 
Bronte’s (A.) The Tenant of Wildfell 
Hall, and Agnes Grey, 685 
Bronte’s (C.) Jane Eyre, 287 
„ Shirley, 288 

„ Villette, 351 

„ The Professor, 417 

Bronte’s (E.) Wuthering Heights, 
243 

Brown’s (Dr John) Rab and His 
Friends, etc., 116 

Browne’s (Frances) Grannie’s Won- 
derful Chair, 112 

Browne’s (Sir Thos.) Religio Medici, 
etc., 92 

Browning’s Poems, 1833-44, 41 
„ „ 1844-64, 42 

„ „ 1871-90, 964 

„ The Ring & the Book, 502 

Buchanan’s Life and Adventures of 
Audubon, 601 

Bulfinch’s The Age of Fable, 472 
„ Legends of Charlemagne, 

556 

Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, 204 
„ Grace Abounding, and 

Mr B adman, 81 5 

Burke’s American Speeches and 
Letters, 340 

„ Reflections on the French 
Revolution, etc., 460 
Burnet’s History of His Own Times, 
85 

Burney’s (Fanny) Evelina, 352 

„ ,, Diary, A Selec- 

tion, edited by Lewis Gibbs, 960 
Burns’s Poems and Songs. 94 
Burton’s East Africa, 600 
Burton’s (Robert) Anatomy of 
Melancholy, 886-8 
Butler’s Analogy of Religion, 90 
Butler’s (Samuel) Erewhon and 
Erewbon Revisited, 881 
Butler’s The Way of All h'lesh, 895 
Buxton’s Memoirs, 773 
Byron’s Complete Poetical and 
Dramatic Works, 486-8 
„ Letters, 931 

Caesar’s Gallic War, etc., 702 

Calderon’s Plays, 819 
Canton’s Child’s Book of Saints, 61 
,, Invisible Playmate, etc., 566 
Carlyle’s French Revolution, 31, 32 
,, Letters, etc., of Cromwell, 
266-8 

„ Sartor Resartus, 278 

„ I’ast and Present, 608 

„ Kssaysj 703, 704 

„ Reminiscences, 875 

Carroll’s (Lewis) Alice in Wonder- 
land, etc., 836 

Castiglione’s The Courtier, 807 
Cellini’s Autobiography, 51 
Cervantes’ Don Quixote, 385, 386 


Chesterfield’s Letters to his Son, 823 
Chesterton’s (G. K.) Stories, Essays, 
and Poems, 913 

Chesterton’s fCecil) A History of the 
United States, 965 
Chrdtien de Troyes’s Arthurian 
Romances, 698 , . ^ „„„ 

Cibber’s Apology for his Life, 668 
Cicero’s Select Letters and Orations, 
345 

Clarke’s Tales from Chancer, 537 
Shakespeare’s Heroines, 
109-11 

Cobbett’s Rural Rides, 638, 639 
Coleridge’s Biographia, 11 _ , 

„ Golden Book of Poetry, 

43 

„ Lectures on Shakespeare, 

162 

Collins’s Woman in White, 464 
,, The Moonstone, 979 
Collodi’s Pinoochlo, 538 
Conrad’s Lord Jim, 925 

,, Nigger of the ‘Narcissus, 

Converse’s Long Will, 328 [etc. 980 
,, House of Prayer, 923 

Cook’s (Captain) Voyages, 99 
Cooper’s The Deerslayer, 77 
„ The Pathfinder, 78 

„ Last of the Mohicans, 79 

„ The Pioneer, 171 

,, The Prairie, 172 

Cowper’s Letters, 774 
,, Poems, 872 

Cox’s Tales of Ancient Greece, 721 
Craik’s Manual of English Litera- 
ture, 346 

Craik (Mrs). See Mulock 
Creasy’s Fifteen Decisive Battles, 
300 

Creveemur’s Letters from an Amer- 
ican Farmer, 640 
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